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Minidoka National Historic Site Named One of America’s 11 Most Endangered Historic
Places by the National Trust for Historic Preservation

Massive Proposed Wind Farm threatens Minidoka National Historic Site

PRESS KIT

Jerome, Idaho (May 4, 2022) – The National Trust for Historic Preservation has named
Minidoka National Historic Site, a unit of the National Park Service, as one of the 11 Most
Endangered Historic Places in America.

Minidoka National Historic Site is threatened by a proposal to build one of America’s largest
wind farms on public land with 400 wind turbines on Minidoka’s historic footprint and within 2
miles of the Visitor Center. This is the second time that Minidoka National Historic Site has been
named to the 11 Most Endangered list.

“We are extremely disturbed by the proposed wind project and its disregard for the sacredness
of Minidoka National Historic Site where 13,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry were unjustly
incarcerated during World War II,” stated Robyn Achilles, Executive Director for Friends of
Minidoka. “Minidoka is a memorial to all those who suffered at the site. Survivors and their
descendants make emotional pilgrimages to Minidoka where they remember, heal, and share
stories to ensure these violations of civil liberties do not happen again. Minidoka is our past and
our future.”

Achilles added “Friends of Minidoka supports renewable energy, but believes that projects must
be sited in a way that respects and preserves significant historic sites. We are grateful to the
National Trust for Historic Preservation as well as our many national and local partners like
Preservation Idaho for their efforts on behalf of Minidoka. We and our partners urge the Bureau
of Land Management to protect Minidoka National Historic Site as a place for learning and
healing. ”

Since 1988, the National Trust for Historic Preservation has used its list of America's 11 Most
Endangered Historic Places to raise awareness about the threats facing some of our nation's
greatest treasures. The list, which has identified more than 300 sites to date, has been so
successful in galvanizing preservation efforts that less than five percent of these sites have
been lost.

“Minidoka National Historic Site serves as a critical and painful reminder of the fragility of
democracy,” said Katherine Malone-France, Chief Preservation Officer of National Trust for
Historic Preservation. “Eighty years after the first Japanese Americans were wrongfully
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incarcerated at Minidoka, Asian Americans continue to experience anti-Asian violence, harmful
stereotypes, and hatred. Minidoka reminds us of the mistakes of the past so that we can do
better in the future, and it must be preserved and protected as a sacred site of conscience in the
ongoing fight against hate and racism in our country.”

The biggest threat to the Minidoka National Historic Site is the Lava Ridge Wind Project. LS
Power, a New York private equity company, has proposed a massive wind project next to
Minidoka National Historic Site and on the historic footprint of Minidoka. This proposal tramples
upon the history of a marginalized community, disregards the importance of this American story,
and endangers the immersive learning experience that Minidoka provides.

To take action, go to the Action Advocacy page for the National Trust for Historic Preservation.

###

Friends of Minidoka engages in and supports education, research and historic preservation of
the WWII incarceration experience. We strive to pass on the history, legacy, and lessons of civil
liberties through transforming and inspiring experiences for the general public and those with
personal and familial ties to Minidoka. We are committed to working with partners, including the
National Park Service, to accomplish these goals.
http://www.minidoka.org

The National Trust for Historic Preservation, a privately funded nonprofit organization, works to
save America’s historic places.
https://savingplaces.org
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