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Dear Leslie and Petra, 
 
Thank you for taking the time to reach out and for your tireless advocacy work. 
 
Decades of failed drug policy have caused incalculable harm to communities across 
Canada. In the last five years alone, we have lost over 20,000 loved ones to 
overdoses. Tragically, this staggering death toll has grown dramatically throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Criminalization, a toxic illicit supply and a lack of timely access to harm reduction, 
treatment and recovery services are driving this ongoing catastrophe. It’s time for a 
new approach.  
 
Canada’s New Democrats have been calling on the federal government to declare 
the overdose crisis a public health emergency for several years. Upon taking office, 
we plan to make such a declaration without delay. We will address this crisis with the 
urgency and dedication it deserves.  
 
A New Democratic government will introduce legislation to decriminalize substance 
use in Canada and expunge criminal records for possession. We believe that the 
trauma and stigma caused by the criminalization of people who use drugs cannot be 
meaningfully addressed with half-measures.  
 
We will work with the provinces and territories to extend low-barrier access to a safe 
supply of regulated substances to every region of the country. This is essential to 
save lives.  
 
A New Democratic government will also put in place a national strategy to ensure 
that harm reduction, treatment, and recovery services are available to all those who 
seek access. We will back up this plan with new and significant investments. 
 
Finally, a New Democratic government will adopt a wholly health-based approach to 
substance use in Canada. That means moving towards a consistent framework for 
regulating substances through evidence-based assessments of their potential 
harms. This would align with the advice of Canada’s leading public health experts, 
including the federal government’s Expert Task Force on Substance Use.  
 
Again, thank you for your message. For more information, please visit: www.ndp.ca.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Canada’s New Democrats   
 
 
  

http://www.ndp.ca/

