SB 1206

HB 1189

An Act Relative to Out-of-Hospital Birth
Access and Safety
Bill Sponsors: Rep. Kay Khan, Sen. Anne Gobi

Current Law
At present, the Commonwealth
regulates only Certified Nurse
Midwives (CNMs). There is no
state oversight of Certified
Professional Midwives (CPMs),
who provide out-of-hospital care
to approximately 500 women
and their families across the
state each calendar year, a
number that is growing annually.
CPMs are authorized to practice
in 32 states, with legislation
currently pending in 7 more.
Currently, Massachusetts and
Connecticut are the ONLY New
England states that do not
license CPMs.

Legislative History
This bill is an update to last
session’s “An Act Relative to
Certified Professional Midwives.”
The previous bill was reported
favorably by the Joint
Committee on Public Health,
and the Health Care Financing
Committee gave the bill an
“ought to pass.” The bill was
then referred to the House Ways
& Means Committee where it
remained until the end of
session. Previous versions of the
bill were passed by the Senate
(2005-2006 and 2007-2008
sessions).
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Midwifery legislative briefing at the State House.

Purpose of the Bill
There is currently no state oversight of most out-of-hospital
midwives. This bill would:
• Require all midwives practicing in out-of-hospital settings and
not already licensed (as nurse-midwives are) to become licensed
and carry the Certified Professional Midwife (CPM) credential
• Establish a Board of Midwifery under the Department of Public
Health to oversee licensure
• Require the CPM credential be earned through an accredited
educational program*
• Give consumers choosing home birth in Massachusetts security
in knowing that their care provider is regulated by the State,
properly credentialed, and integrated into the broader health care
system

* Meets International Confederation of Midwives standards and complies with the
U.S. Midwifery Education, Regulation and Association (MERA) statement endorsed
by the American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists in April 2016
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Home Birth Rates Are on the Rise
A 2014 CDC report found that between the years 2004 and 2012
the number of home births in the U.S. rose 56%. In
Massachusetts home births grew by 32% over the same period.
This bill helps ensure accountability and a consistent high
standard of practice for all midwives in Massachusetts
because it will protect consumers from midwives who are
uncertified or who may have lost their licensure or certification
in another state. The bill will help make available the full range of
midwifery care and access as defined by the World Health
Organization, by improving the ability of families across the
Commonwealth to safely take advantage of their right to choose
the type and location of their maternity care.

CPMs Are Experts in Out-of-Hospital
Maternity Care
CPMs are the only midwives in the United States required to
undergo specialized clinical training in the provision of
out-of-hospital maternity care. The CPM credential is
accredited by the National Commission for Certifying Agencies
(NCCA), the same agency that accredits the certification for
nurse practitioners and nurse midwives. There are approximately
2,000 CPMs in the U.S., with a growth trend of 10% per annum.

Families choosing home birth.
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Proven Results, Reduced Costs
A 2005 study in the British Medical Journal shows that low-risk
women who gave birth under the care of CPMs had
outcomes equal to those of low-risk women who gave
birth in the hospital, but with far fewer costly
interventions, including a rate of cesarean surgeries one-fifth
that of comparable women. In addition, babies born under the
care of CPMs experience significantly lower rates of preterm
birth and low birth weight, two of the primary contributing
factors to the high costs associated with long-term care.

This Bill Does NOT
• Give CPMs prescriptive authority
• Mandate insurance reimbursement for CPMs
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