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Colville Tribes Support a Regional Salmon Solution 
  

(Nespelem, WA)—The Chairman of the Colville Business Council expressed support for 
finding a regional solution to restore salmon in the Columbia River and expressed 
appreciation for the willingness of Congressman Mike Simpson (R-ID) to offer a region wide 
proposal.   

Earlier this month, Congressman Simpson released his “Northwest in Transition” proposal 
after nearly three years of stakeholder meetings.  The proposal calls for more than $33 billion 
for various activities, including salmon restoration, in exchange for certainty for the energy, 
agriculture, and transportation sectors. The proposal can be found on Congressman 
Simpson’s website at https://simpson.house.gov/salmon/. 

“The Colville Tribes agrees that the Northwest has been stuck in the status quo when it 
comes to restoring salmon on the Columbia River” said Rodney Cawston, Chairman of the 
Colville Business Council, the governing body of the Colville Tribes.  “We share 
Congressman Simpson’s vision that a region wide solution is achievable by working with 
Tribes both in the lower and upper Columbia River and affected stakeholders.”    
 
Cawston noted the Colville Tribes’ obvious interest in the proposal given the geographic 
proximity of the Colville Reservation to the Columbia.  “We are one of two Northwest Indian 
tribes that is located on the mainstem of the Columbia River,” Cawston said, noting that the 
Tribes’ presence on the river extends northward to Canada when including the North Half, a 
1.5-million-acre area set aside as part of the undivided Colville Reservation in 1872.  The 
Colville Tribes continue to exercise hunting, fishing, and other federally secured rights in the 
North Half despite the area being opened to the public domain in the late 1800s. 
 
“The Colville Reservation and the North Half collectively border 215 miles of the Columbia, 
so we are a huge presence on the River,” said Cawston. 
 
Cawston added that reintroducing salmon to the Upper Columbia has been a goal since the 
Chief Joseph and Grand Coulee dams blocked that habitat more than eight decades ago.  The 
Upper Columbia United Tribes, an organization that represents the Colville Tribes and four 
other upper Columbia Indian tribes, demonstrated the feasibility of reintroduction of salmon 
in those areas in a 2015 report.   
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“The Colville Tribes looks forward to engaging with stakeholders in hopes of finding 
common ground and wishes to thank Congressman Simpson for focusing our collective 
attention on the importance of salmon to the region,” Cawston said.   
 

### 
 
About the Colville Tribes: 
 
Today, more than 9,457 descendants of 12 aboriginal tribes of Indians are enrolled in the 
Confederated Tribes of the Colville.  The twelve tribes which compose the Confederated 
Tribes of the Colville Reservation include:  ščəlá̕mxəxʷ (deep water) or Chelan; walw̕áma 
(Wallowa people) or Chief Joseph Band of Nez Perce; sx̌ʷyʔiɬp (sharp pointed trees) or 
Colville; šnt̕iyátkʷəxʷ (grass in the water) or Entiat; snʕáyckst (speckled fish) or Lakes; 
mətxʷu (blunt hills around a valley) or Methow; škwáxčənəxʷ (people living on the bank) or 
Moses-Columbia; nspilm (prairie) or Nespelem; uknaqin (seeing over the top) or Okanogan; 
palúšpam (people from Palouse) or Palus; sənpʕʷilx (grey mist as far as one can see) or San 
Poil, and šnp̓əšqʷáw̓səxʷ (people in between) or Wenatchi.   


