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AAFCA Announces Summer Screening Series
		
The summer of 2018 is gearing up to be the best season ever as AAFCA embarks on our
most ambitious summer season ever with the 7th edition of AAFCA SYNERGY and the introduction of the
AAFCA Summer Screening Series. The inaugural series will feature anniversary titles that celebrate Black
culture and life, as well as the evolution of
Black filmmakers. The first year series will
be presented in Los Angeles and Atlanta
with the following time-honored and beloved
classics: Coming to America (1988); Poetic
Justice (1993) and Down in the Delta (1998).
Q&As conducted by AAFCA members with
available cast and crew of these special films
will accompany each screening.
MOVIE PREVIEW

‘BLINDSPOTTING’

Asian Pacific Film Festival

Lifelong friends Daveed
Diggs (from the Broadway
hit ‘Hamilton’) and Rafael
Casal co-wrote and star in
the timely and wildly entertaining story about friendship and the intersection of
race and class set against
the backdrop of Oakland.
Continued - Page 2

AAFCA CEO, Gil Robertson with LA Times film writer and LA Film Critics Association member Jen Yamato, Deadline Hollywood associate editor Dino-Ray Ramos, Susan
Cheng - writer for Buzz Feed News and Angie Han, Deputy entertainment editor at
Mashable following their panel @ the Los Angeles Asian Pacific Film Festival.

AAFCA was proud to participate in the 34th edition of the Los
Angeles Asian Pacific Film Festival (LAAPFF), which was recently held at various locales from downtown Los Angeles, Hollywood and the westside. During this year’s festival, our CEO and
co-founder, Gil Robertson took part in an informative dialogue
about the representation of people of color in entertainment media.
Produced by Visual Communications (VC), the nation’s premier
Asian Pacific American media arts center, the festival attracts leading creatives from throughout the Asian diaspora both domestically
and internationally.
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AAFCA Synergy 7

For seven years AAFCA’s SYNERGY Program has brought
together a wide cross-section of
Atlanta’s creative and business
communities to foster positive
relationships that have helped
encourage the growing film and
TV production market. This year’s
program will feature a salute to
our first female recipient, Melissa
Ingram - the Vice President and
Channel Manager at Aspire TV, the
cable network founded by legendary NBA player Magic Johnson
that’s dedicated to spotlighting
black excellence. Previous SYNERGY recipients include Rob Hardy, Bret Dismuke, Tirrell Whittley,
Nick Nelson and Roger Bobb.
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AAFCA Member Profile: Clayton Davis
Clayton Davis is a prolific writer and autism awareness advocate of
Puerto Rican and Black descent, known for his relentless passion, dedication, and unique aptitude. Over the course of a decade, he has extensively
criticized both film and television. To date, he has been featured and quoted
in an array of prominent outlets, including but not limited to The New York
Times, CNN.com, Variety, Deadline, Los Angeles Times, FOX 5, Bloomberg Television, AOL,
Huffington Post, Bloomberg Radio, The Wrap,
Slash Film, and the Hollywood Reporter.
Growing up in the Bronx, Clayton’s avid interest in the movie world began the moment he
first watched “Dead Poets Society” at just five
years of age. While he struggled in English class
all throughout grade school, he dived head first
into writing, ultimately taking those insufficiencies and transforming them into ardent writings
pertaining to all things film, television, and most importantly, the Academy
Awards. In addition to crafting a collection of short stories that give a voice
to films that haven’t made it to the silver screen, Clayton currently serves
as the Founding Editor of AwardsCircuit.com. He also holds active voting membership at various esteemed organizations, such as the Broadcast
Film Critics Association, Broadcast Television Journalists Association,
African-American Film Critics Association, New York Film Critics Online,
Black Reel Awards, and International Press Academy.

‘Blindspotting’- Continued from Page 1

Daveed plays Collin, a man trying to make it through his final three days
of probation for a chance at a new beginning but is weighed down by a
troublemaking best friend and grappling to figure out his identity in the
rapidly-gentrifying Oakland where he grew up. When Daveed witnesses a
life-altering event he questions hoies he’s made that led him to his current
path. Opens nationwide - July 20, 2018.
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HOLA & NALIP SUMMITS

Two premiere festivals representing creatives from Latin and
South America will be taking place in Los Angeles, The Hola
Mexican Film Festival (June 1-9) at various venues in downtown LA and The National Latino Independent Producers
Media Summit, June 21-24 at the Hollywood and Highland
Center. AAFCA will participate. For more information visit holamexicoff.com and nalip.org.

AAFCA’s Mission

The African American Film Critics Association (AAFCA), is
the nation’s premiere film critic’s group dedicated to providing
a safe-haven of support and respect for African-American film
journalists and the Black filmmaking community. Established
in 2003, our membership actively reviews cinema at-large with
a particular emphasis on films produced, written, directed and
starring persons from the African Diaspora. Our members are
also involved in our advocacy work that includes programming
for students in film criticism and journalism.
Follow AAFCA on Facebook
@ African American Film
Critics Association and
Twitter and Instagram
@ theaafca

