
  

July 19 Tue 6:30 - 9pm Michael Hagedorn garden tour  

August 14 Sun 10am - 3pm Summer Picnic  Milwaukie Center Park  

September 10-11 5th US National Bonsai Exhibition TSE, Rochester, New York 

October 13 - 16  2016 PNBCA Bonsai Convention, Red Lion Hotel, Olympia, WA 

Upcoming Events 

Words From Your President  
Hope everyone had a wonderful Independence Day. Looks like we are on a vacation mode 

for July and August with the exception of the BSOP picnic on August 14th. I used to wonder 

why we did not meet in the summer but after our whirlwind of nine months of activities, I be-

lieve it is that we all need a bit of a rest so we can come back and start fresh. 

I want to thank all of you who came out for the lava cinder sifting fieldtrip; best turnout I 

have seen. Hopefully everyone filled their needs for soil additives. 

Also, a big thank you to those that volunteered for Ryan’s exhibition at the Japanese Gar-

den, both the Garden and Ryan were very appreciative and rave about how much we support 

them. 

Our society continues to grow not only in membership but in the quality of what we offer to 

those members, I assume that they go hand in hand and that based on our high level of activity 

and outward friendliness to all, new members stay aboard and seasoned members continue on 

as well. 

I opened this letter with a salutation of having a wonderful Independence Day. July 4th is 

obviously a monumental day for this country. I have a tendency to correlate one thing with an-

other and that leads me to our bonsai independence. 

For nearly 22 years now I have been practicing the art of bonsai; passionately! On occasion 

the subject of, what should we be doing here in America as bonsai artists, has come up. But 

since the arrival of Ryan Neil, it has become a more prominent topic. We have had the Artisans 

Cup, displaying the best of North American bonsai. Last month we had “American Bonsai, The 

Unbridled Art of Ryan Neil.” This exhibition featured all American native species. That is very 

important to note as it is a part of what I feel is to be “American Bonsai.”  

July 
2016 
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BSOP Activity: Mentorship Program on Break for July & August  

Attention all Mentorship attendees:  

All Mentorships are now on our summer break during July and August. Men-

torships 102 and 103 will start up again in September, Mentorship 101 will begin 

in October. We are supposedly in for another hot summer, so everyone keep your 

trees well watered, and some trees will need some shade on the hottest of days.  

See you in the Fall!  

Elisabeth Hardy  

But American Bonsai is more than species specific and so back I go to “Independence 

Day.” I see it as “Freedom.” Perhaps a bit less foliage and more negative space. Seeing each 

tree for what it can be rather than trying to make it something it is not or manipulating it to look 

like a tree we have seen. I do want to caution myself and others to understand that freedom is 

not a license to produce anything and call it bonsai.  

We have been fortunate to have access to a lot of information from those who have devel-

oped the art in China, Japan, Europe and here in America. We need to learn from them and find 

our own style of “American Bonsai.” 

As always, thank you for your trust, Lee  

Water Jasmine, Wrightia religiosa Carlos A. Morales Collection, Puerto Rico  
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CONFUSED CONFUSION 
Are you confused yet? Well, that is what I am writing about. Recently, I have been asked 

many times by many people, why there are so many conflicting ways to produce bonsai? To 

pinch or not to pinch, to defoliate or not to defoliate, to wire or not to wire, to repot or not to 

repot. When, where, what, why; he says she says. Do it now, wait till later. Don’t cross the 

wires, it’s ok to cross the wires. Pull the needles, don’t pull the needles. Do it this way, not that 

way….ahhhhhhhhhhhh! 

Okay, you get the picture and it is what you have been going through. You are receiving 

conflicting information and you become confused and then disenchanted. That is why I am 

writing this article, to try and shed a little light on this subject and hopefully help you to under-

stand why there is so much confusion.  

There are a lot of reasons but I want to start out with an analogy. Let’s use one we all know, 

food, cooking to be more specific. If you go to the bookstore and then go to the cooking section, 

you will find one of the largest sections in any bookstore. Yes, there are many cuisines and that 

is part of the reason. But within the food section you will find multiple books by multiple au-

thors on the same specific subject. How to make marinara sauce is a good one to pick. How 

many ways do you think there are? Don’t ask me to count them, because the list would be end-

less. Pick any recipe and there will be a myriad of ways to make it: the end result though will be 

the same; marinara sauce. It may look different, it will taste different, have different textures, 

smells and so forth, but to the creator, it is still marinara sauce.  

To another creator it may not be marinara sauce at all and that person might even say that 

the other person has no a clue how to make marinara sauce. I would guess that all the recipes 

would have tomatoes, but what kind of tomatoes, how do they process them, leave the seeds 

and skin or don’t leave the seeds and skin, etc. Who’s right, who’s wrong? What’s the best one? 

There now you understand and have your answer; see ya later.  

I’m back; you knew I wouldn’t leave you. I am hoping the above gave you a clue of where I 

am going with my explanation. To simplify; there are a lot of ways to skin the proverbial cat. 

Also we cross utilize information from different sources and that often leads to results less than 

what we expected.  

Multiple instructors, learning from multiple instructors, teaching to multiple students who, 

pass what they “think” they understood and learned, to multiple enthusiasts. A little like the 

phone game we all tried in school: Jill says to Johnny, “the rain in Spain falls mainly on the 

plain.” Fifteen students later the end result is, “Spain is plain.” If that much gets passed on. 

So there are multiple ways of accomplishing the same things. Information deteriorates as it 

is passed along to others. People see and understand the same things in different ways. Okay, I 

get it, how do I deal with it though.  

Reasons and results! That is what I use as my criteria. Sometimes it causes me grief and 

sometimes joy. Ask the instructor the reason for a certain method they use. Hopefully they can 

show you examples of before and after and also demonstrate the procedure with you present. 

Watch and learn from the techniques you apply and then use them to guide you in the future.  
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Until you really understand a technique, do not attempt to mix methods. A good example 

would be: “Don’t wire a tree and repot it in the same season.” That is good solid base advice 

but there are going to be exceptions. Until you understand those exceptions and the reason be-

hind them, stay with the base advise. Ask the reasons and understand what you are being told. 

To conclude and going back to the marinara sauce. I like to take multiple recipe ingredients 

and mix them to make my own marinara sauce. I borrow from several recipes to make my own. 

Well if you are a professional chef like myself, you know what works well together and what 

does not, you are able to taste the results before even starting to make the sauce. That comes 

from a lot of trial and error and a lot of practice/experience. Bonsai is the same way. Stick with 

the basics, one recipe. As your knowledge and abilities grow, your understanding and use of 

that information with allow you to expand. As you expand, you will know when to use a tech-

nique and when not to. 

It is good to remember that a lot of good bonsai information doesn't apply out of the geo-

graphical area it comes from. This is why developing Northwest bonsai is so important. Also, 

when people try to make one size fit all, they get into trouble. For example, you can do things to 

deciduous trees that you can't do to pines. Know your tree.  

Last, I hope this helps. I know it too is a lot of information but that was my intent. You have 

to understand that there are so dang many ways to do something and still get the same end re-

sult; pick one and put it to the test.  

Clear as mud, Lee  

Three Peak, Three Layer Mountain, Wen Stone 

Joseph and Jana Roussel Collection, France  
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Local Bonsai goes International   
The latest issue of Bonsai Focus features Northwest area artists very prominently. There is a 

tour of Bonsai Mirai, with Ryan Neil, and an exhibit article on the Pacific Bonsai Museum in 

Federal Way. But there is also a styling article by BSOP native son, Matt Reel. In the article, 

Matt styles a Rocky Mountain Juniper owned by BSOP member Tom Walsh. During the Arti-

san’s Cup last year, Bonsai Focus did three photo shoots with Matt, Boon, and Mike Hagedorn. 

You’ve already seen Boon’s project in the last issue. Matt needed demo material when the 

magazine came calling, so Tom’s Juniper which he already had on hand became the prime can-

didate. The article doesn’t mention Tom, or BSOP, so we just thought we needed to call it to 

your attention. Check it out.   

The article in Bonsai 

Focus  

Tom Walsh with the 

featured Rocky 

Mountain Juniper. 

Looks like it has put 

on some healthy 

growth already.  
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Pests and Diseases – Part Two – Disease Treatments 
I knew that when I started this series that it was going to be a daunting task, and it is prov-

ing me right. But we are on the right track. I got some positive feedback on the last article, so 

we are forging ahead. The trick to the whole subject is tackling the relationship between three 

main factors; specific plant species, different pests and diseases that might occur on them, and 

the myriad of treatments available and their efficacy. I could make a nice chart, but I don’t have 

a way to make a three dimensional version. I can only relate two things at once. With that in 

mind, I decided to talk about treatments so that you can have that information in hand. Later on, 

I will talk about specific pests and diseases, so this subject will drag on for few months. We are 

going to cover disease treatments this month, then move on from there. But first, we need to go 

over some of the fundamentals.  

Forgive me if I repeat some things as we go through the series. If I do, it’s for your benefit, 

to remind you of safe practices, both for you and your plants. Just like the medical profession, 

our first objective should be to do no harm, to either tree or self. Be sure to check out any 

chemical you plan to use thoroughly. Read the instructions. Many of the chemicals listed will 

affect humans in some way, but in the doses and exposures we receive while handling them in 

the specified manner, they have been deemed to be insignificant.  

However, if we deviate from the specs, things can change dramatically. Some chemicals are 

safe when applied in certain ways, and not safe by other means. Certain chemicals are only ap-

proved for commercial applications, but are not regulated by sale to you. Many chemicals can 

be absorbed directly through your skin. Others may drift in the wind while you spray, getting in 

eyes or lungs.  

If you search online, all of the chemicals will have a bulletin available which goes through 

all the specific details of what it affects and how. Go to extoxnet.orst.edu to find these bulletins. 

You can also download the actual labels as a PDF, which I find infinitely easier to read than the 

fine print on the bottle. Another thing to keep in mind is that these chemicals have been tested 

on certain species of plants, which are listed on the labels.  

Our bonsai are quite varied by species and variety and it is not possible to test all formula-

tions for all of the variations. So if your plant is not listed, the chemical may still work, but it 

may also have unwanted results. Best to test it first. Also, some chemicals are too strong to use 

on tender new growth. Keep that in mind. There is the occasion that chemicals will also work 

for something that it was not directly intended. Boon turned me onto a spray call Bifin that was 

originally designed as termiticide for professional pest control, but he uses it for those pesky 

spider mites. More on that next time.  

For now, we are going to talk about treatments for disease. The best defense is a good of-

fense – healthy, vigorous trees. We tend to overall slow the growth of trees and put them in an 

unfamiliar environment, both of which present challenges to keeping trees strong, but we also 

give them extra care that hopefully more than makes up for that.   
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Even so, we may run into problems with diseases. These diseases come in two general cate-

gories, and so do their treatments. Some diseases are surface born, and we see the effects di-

rectly on the leaves or needles. We will see these as rust, mildews, smuts, needle casts, blights, 

etc…. Other diseases are systemic – they affect the vascular system of the plant. These tend to 

be cankers and rots – things that have fruiting bodies like mushrooms or conks, and that eat 

away at the woody tissue.  

Keep these in mind as we talk about different chemicals and how they work. Most chemi-

cals for diseases work prophylactically, meaning they are designed to prevent disease, not cure 

it. That means that we need to remove any sign of the disease, whether dead foliage, branches, 

or cankers, then spray to prevent re-infection. Any damaged tissue will remain so. No problem 

for deciduous trees which lose their leaves each year, but conifers will hold onto those damaged 

needles for few years unless we remove them.  

At the end of this article, you’ll find a chart to summarize each of the chemicals and their 

characteristics. As I mentioned in the last article, finding these online is probably going to be 

much easier than heading to your local garden center. You can find Daconil and Mancozeb 

fairly easily, but the rest are more specific and commercially oriented. Be sure to look for 

chemical itself, as some chemicals are marketed under different trade names. Ok, let’s dive in. 

Daconil 

One of my tried and true, go-to fungicides. If you have pine trees, you are going to need it. It’s 

the third most popular fungicide in the U.S., behind Sulfur and Copper. It is a broad spectrum, 

non-systemic fungicide that works on needle blights (pines), rusts and mildews. Daconil is a 

wettable powder, which means that the powder is suspended in a liquid form and easily settles 

into the bottom of whatever container it’s in. So this automatically means frequent shaking or 

stirring while spraying. It also means that it leaves a very visible, powdery residue on the 

leaves. Don’t worry, the rain easily washes it away after awhile, which means of course, re-

spraying. It is also used on some crops. 

 

Mancozeb 

This is my other tried and true fungicide. Mancozeb is a combination Maneb and Zineb in a 

wettable powder, just like Danconil. All the same spraying issues. It’s used on a lot of edible 

crops and is very broad spectrum. It simply treats a lot of stuff, so I tend to use it on both coni-

fers and deciduous trees as a general treatment. It is relatively inexpensive and easier to find 

than anything discussed here, save Daconil. It is in my regular rotation to combat Phomopsis in 

junipers. I have had great, measurable results there.  

Heritage 

This fungicide is also broad spectrum, but I use it mainly against Phomopsis. You’ll notice that 

I am using two to three different formulations in rotation for tough diseases like Phomopsis. 

This is to make sure I can stay on top of any variants and stay ahead of the disease. Heritage is 

very expensive, though I think the very small bottle will last me many years. It comes as tiny 

granules with it’s own measuring and dispensing system. Each spray bottle takes about the 

amount of pencil eraser. A little goes a long way, but the initial investment is steep. Maybe you 

can share with others.  
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Cleary’s 3336 

This chemical is rather new in my rotation. Another great, broad spectrum chemical. This one is 

systemic and one of the few that can be curative – able to actually get rid of the disease after it 

appears. You can use it as a spray, dip, or drench. If I could only have one, I would seriously 

look at 3336. It works on many diseases, including Anthracnose, snow mold, rust, smut, Pho-

mopsis, Katbatina, and needle casts. 

Banner Maxx 

I have used this a bit, but with unsubstantiated results. The base chemical, propiconazole is 

available under many names, and with different concentrations and thus different instructions, 

so beware! We thought it would work great on Phomopsis but has proved less effective than 

hoped. 

Others 

I am still gathering information on other fungicides like Aliette, Subdue Maxx, and Agri-Phos. 

My challenge here is identifying the actual disease that I am fighting, more than anything.  

Copper 

Many formulations of copper have been around for a long time and many are safer than their 

more modern counterparts. Unfortunately, I have very little experience with these formulations 

to comment on them. Generally, they have not been strong enough to go after the tough dis-

eases that I am encountering. 

So why don’t I have things like Safari, Imidacloprid, Malathion, Orthene, etc…. on this list? It 

might not be obvious, but those guys all deal with bugs, and that will be another, upcoming arti-

cle. There are many, many more treatments out there. Most are designed for very specific situa-

tions and diseases. Many use special techniques, like direct injection into the bark. I have tried 

to winnow down my knowledge and experience into something that is helpful to you and will 

save you lots of time and testing. See you next month.  

Scott 

Table of chemical treatments 
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Bonsai Supplies from 

Wee Tree Farm 

We have a large selection of pottery, trees of all 
sizes and price range, tools, soils and miscellany.  
Our retail store is located inside Garland Nursery 
which is a destination in itself with 5 acres of plants 
and displays to delight and inspire.  Come see us, 
we promise it is worth the drive!  

HWY 20 half way between Albany and Corvallis 

Hours: M-F 9-6, Sat 9-5, Sun 10-5  

Call Rose at 541-971-

8979 with your pre-

order and pick up at 

the next meeting. 

Please call at least 24 

hours ahead.  

 

 

PRE-BONSAI PLANTS · BONSAI TOOLS 

High-fired Pots ● Mica & Plastic Training Pots 

Wire ● Organic Fertilizers 

Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8”) 

Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA 

Superior Black Compost ● Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16”) 

Est. 1978 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Need supplies?   

Call ahead for delivery at BSOP meetings.  

Dedicated to growing trees specifi-

cally for bonsai, combining the best of 

traditional Japanese techniques with 

the proven technology of the Oregon 

nursery industry.  

In the field: 

Japanese Black pine, Shimpaku 

 Scots Pine, Shore Pine, Mugo 

Trident & Japanese Maples 

Chinese Elms, Japanese Quince 

Ume, Crabapples, Korean Hornbeam 

And others. Come see the result of our 

nebari development process.  

Many varieties of satsuki whips 

Shimpaku from 1 gal to field-grown 

Many varieties developed for shohin 

styling 

To contact us, please call or email 

Chris & Lisa Kirk ●   

(503) 881-1147 ●  

www.tfarms.com  

Website at www.telfarms.com 

Welcome to the Village  
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The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month.  

The Milwaukie Center 

5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222  

Enter parking lot from Rusk Road 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Board of Directors 

President: Lee Cheatle leecheatle@msn.com 

Past President:  

VP-Programs: Steve Leaming stevenleaming@gmail.com 

VP-Membership: Jan Hettick janhettick@comcast.net 

Treasurer: John Thomas chaparralbooks@aol.com  

Secretary: Phil Hardin  phil.hardin37@gmail.com  

Committee Heads 

Librarian: Barbara Devitt bbd.jcgroup@yahoo.com 

Mentorship 101:  

Mentorship 102: Lee Cheatle leecheatle@msn.com 

Mentorship 103: Liz Hardy Lizchrishardy@comcast.net 

Newsletter: Peter Pelofske pelofskepj@outlook.com  

Webmaster: Karl Holmes thor13kah@gmail.com 

Heritage Group: Lee Cheatle leecheatle@msn.com 

Facebook Manager: Scott Tice scottice@mac.com 

Hospitality: Patty Myrick verdillia@comcast.net   

6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR  97223 


