
  

December 2014 

December 14 10am -1 Mentorship Meeting Milwaukie Center, 5440 SE Kellogg Creek Dr  

January 3 10am-2 Oregon Shohin Kai  Milwaukie Center, 5440 SE Kellogg Creek Dr  

January 27 7pm  BSOP Monthly Meeting Milwaukie Center, 5440 SE Kellogg Creek Dr  

May 23-24 Spring Show 2015, Memorial Day Weekend, Japanese Garden  

Recycle Wire 
Please bring your used copper wire to the monthly meetings. Roger Case will have a five 

gallon bucket available to collect used copper wire to turn in for cash for the club. Take advan-

tage of the fact that he has volunteered to do this for the club to generate income for BSOP.  

Upcoming Events 

Oregon Shohin Kai 
Our next meeting will be January 3rd, 2015, at the Milwaukie Center.  The program will be 

presented by Lee Cheatle: Mugos in Miniature.  Learn how to make Shohin from small 

mugos. Check email and the BSOP website under Groups.    Jan  

Short Days and High Notes  
We’re seeing a lot less of the sun as we move toward the solstice. But that was minimized 

by a room full of bright faces at our Holiday Party. It was a wonderful evening by any measure. 

Thanks everyone who participated from new members to board members. It was truly a group 

effort to complete the endless tasks that helped the whole evening run smoothly. The pot luck 

dishes were delicious. The centerpieces were imaginative. We had a great mix of both new and 

familiar faces. And dozens of auction items were redistributed among new owners.  

I especially want to thank Charlene and Dennis Vojtilla for organizing the excellent menu 

and for all the extras they provided. Thanks to Jan Hettick for handling the auction data base 

and details in general. Steve Leaming and an army of volunteers deserve thanks as well the 

setup and knock down which went quickly. And a huge thank you to Lee Cheatle for everything 

from gravy and stuffing, table cloths and dishes to his masterful presence as auctioneer.   

It was an enjoyable conclusion to a busy year. We end on a high note which will surely 

carry us through to longer days ahead. I wish everyone a happy and healthy holiday season.  

Chas Martin, President  
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Honoring our Bonsai Connections  
As many of you heard, on December 6, my wife gave birth to our little baby daughter Iris. 

For all the readers of this entry who are parents, I presume that you understand that the first 

thing on my mind these days isn't bonsai. (It's still in the top 10 though.) So as you may guess, 

we are low on sleep and high on oxytocin, so pardon me if I get a little squishy and sentimental 

for this, my last newsletter entry as Vice-President of Programs.   

There is a part of me that wishes our organization were called the Bonsai "Community" of 

Portland," rather than "Society." To wit, I understand Chas let everyone know to a round of ap-

plause at the holiday party that Leah and I were home with our newborn baby daughter. When-

ever I come to our meetings without my Leah, many of you ask about her. Now you'll be asking 

about how Iris is doing, and that will warm my heart as it does when you ask about Leah.   

Whether we call it a society or a community, BSOP brings people together. Bonsai is a 

unique art form that ties generations of people together as participants or collaborators in bring-

ing beauty to the world. We know each others' trees, and we likewise may know each others' 

families. I'm moved when I see the connections between our members--the grief when a mem-

ber passes from this life and the sense of enthusiasm when a new member joins us. I've made 

some great friends through bonsai and through this organization--not mere acquaintances, but 

people with whom I am honored to share my story and my life with.   

I invite you to look back at some of your favorite BSOP events and reflect: Is it not the con-

nections between us that make these events wonderful? The quality of our trees make us a great 

bonsai club, but the quality of our connections make us a great bonsai community.   

And now, I'd like to thank...   

It has been a great pleasure and a lot of fun to put together BSOP's program for the past two 

years. I have some folks to thank:   

Greg Brenden, whose shoes I stepped into to fill this role. You set a high bar, Greg.  

Steve Leaming, who courageously stepped into my shoes to set the program agenda for the 

next two years. You'll do a great job, Steve!  

Dennis Vojtilla, Lee Cheatle, and Scott Elser, who along with Greg, served as in-club pre-

senters and generously shared of your bonsai expertise.  

The Puget Sound Bonsai Association, for generous cooperation and support in sharing 

presenters with us.  

Ryan Neil, who along with Scott, gave us the first known club bonsai demonstration with 

two native conifers spanning two years. Thanks for that idea and your participa-

tion in it, Ryan.  

Eileen Knox, Bobby Curttright, Scott, and anyone else involved in providing hospitality 

to our out-of-town demonstrators.  

The BSOP board, especially Chas Martin and Robert Wofford, for supporting the direc-

tion I wanted to take our program.  
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Patty Myrick and Charlene Vojtilla, who provided snacks for the weary, the BSOP's li-

brarian Barbara Devitt, who manages an amazing knowledge-base for our group, and Day-

break Gardens and Apex Bonsai, who provided bonsai supplies to our members. Your pres-

ence was the icing on the cake for making our meetings awesome.  

Jan Hettick, for well, everything you do, which no one in the club will ever fully know.  

And finally, all the members who showed up early or stayed late to help me set up and 

break down the room on meeting nights--because of your help, I always felt supported in a way 

that I needed in order to continue performing my duty to the club with a smile on my face.  

I hope I haven't left anyone out. If I have, I plead sleep deprivation!  

In closing, I encourage all members to continue making our organization a community in-

stead of just a club of folks who dig bonsai. Take advantage of your connections here. Don't be 

afraid to reach out and make a friend, to make it personal, to do stuff together, to discuss sub-

jects beyond bonsai. That's what it's REALLY all about.  

Happy holidays,  

Al Polito, Vice-President of Programs 

No, not a bonsai this time, this is Iris Polito  
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November Mentorship Meeting  
At the November gathering, Lee constructed a valuable Shimpaku saikei on a lava rock slab 

that was raffled off at completion.  It was instructive as Lee explained each successive step to 

create a finished saikei.  

The trees were wired in advance of the demonstration. Tie-in wires were installed using stop 

leak cement and superglue. Lee mixed and installed muck soil as a barrier to prevent loss of the 

planting mix added later.  Trees were selected and positioned. When all twenty members agreed 

on the appearance esthetics, Lee tightened the wires fixing the trees in place and added Boon 

mix to complete the planting process.  

After some final tree adjustments,  moss and decorative elements completed the scene/story.  

 After the demonstration, members brought their own trees to the front of the room for dis-

cussion and assistance.  There were trees in all stages of bonsai development and everyone 

learned something as each tree or group planting was discussed.  

After the saikei was raffled off to a member, other donated shimpaku junipers were raffled 

as well to other members. They left the meeting with smiles on their faces.  
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More People More Food More Fun!  
The 2014 BSOP Holiday Party was a resounding success. Thanks to the folks who planned and 

set up this event. Everything was so professionally executed.  The  food was grand in variety 

and quantity from appetizer to dessert.  

There was a wide variety of trees 

and pots in both silent and oral auc-

tions. Many were of high quality. 

Bidders got excellent value.  
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How to Renew Library Materials  
If you have library materials checked out and will not be at the meeting when they are due 

to be returned, you can renew them.  Simply call or e mail Jan Hettick at 503-504-7760 or  jan-

hettick@comcast.net  BEFORE THE DUE DATE and tell her you want to renew your 

items.  That's all it takes.  Just say "renew" and you are good to go!  

Upcoming Mentorship Meetings 
The mentorship will be meeting at the Milwaukie Center for the next several 

months. Set up starts at 9:30am. Meeting goes from 10am to 1pm. Cleanup is from 
1pm to 1:30pm.  

December: Sunday the 14th will be working on any tree(s) you bring in. There will 
be a short demonstration on first time wiring of a shimpaku cutting.   

Lee 

We were welcomed by the bright, large space.  Some folks are enjoying conversation 

and excellent appetizers while others checked out auction items.  

Spring Show 2015 on Memorial Day weekend  
The folks at the Japanese Gardens have confirmed with us our show dates for next year and 

for the first time they happen to fall on the Memorial Day weekend. The dates are Saturday and 

Sunday, May 23rd and 24th. We are looking forward to another great exhibit, so be sure to 

mark you calendars for a great time. I hope that you are selecting one or two trees to really con-

centrate on over the next few months in preparation for a great exhibit. More details will be 

coming as we get closer to show time.  

Scott Elser  
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Winter Wonderland 
After that nice shock of cold weather we received last month, I am sure that most of your 

trees are now solidly in a dormant state. So the question becomes, what do I do now that my 

trees are happily sleeping away? First of all, our trees are dormant, just like a volcano. That 

means that although we don’t see anything going on up on the surface, there is activity down 

below, and in the tree. Things have slowed way down and there is no active growth above the 

surface of the soil, but many cold hardy trees are still working away, albeit slowly, on root de-

velopment, etc... The roots of conifers are still active, bringing moisture up into the tree after 

winter winds have swept it all away. So we still need to monitor the water uptake in our trees. 

Let’s take a look at where that leaves us. Now that the trees are dormant, that means that 

they will have limited means of repairing any damage inflicted by pruning, styling and wiring. 

That does not exclude these activities, it just means that we need to be careful of what tasks we 

are doing, and more importantly, to what degree. Winter used to be the time that I styled all of 

my conifers, at least the few that I had time for. I would do large styling bends and complete 

wiring jobs. I am taking a more cautious approach these days, or at least one that is better in-

formed. I save heavy bending for the times when the trees have the best chance to recover. That 

means that I can’t always do everything in one go. I may have to wait six months, but I will be 

ahead two years from now because the tree won’t have slowed down at all. So the first rule of 

any work is to have a healthy, strong tree. This is the first year that I really concentrated on my 

fall fertilizing and it has done wonders. All of my trees are healthier and ready to take on win-

ter, and any work that I choose to do. 

Let’s start with the deciduous trees. Their metabolism has really slowed down, so we want 

to be cautious with pruning and any wiring. The obvious advantage we have right now is that 

all the leaves are gone, so that we can see the structure of the tree. If you have a species that has 

not dropped them yet, remove them. The sudden drop in temperature that we had last month 

meant that many trees did not go through the normal abscission process for leaf drop going into 

dormancy. The leaves merely withered up. Those trees might be especially susceptible to tip die 

back, since they didn’t have sufficient time to harden off before the cold.  

That is also the reason that when I do any pruning this time of year, I tend to leave two extra 

buds past what I really want come springtime. This is my safety valve. Extra buds AND live 

tissue to keep sap flowing to the buds I really want. If you have trees that you let grow freely to 

gain strength, now is a great time to prune them back. That will allow the tree to put more 

strength into the buds closer to the trunk. Remember, the buds at the tip, or farthest from the 

trunk, tend to be the strongest and hinder the growth and strength of those close to the trunk. 

Leave more buds on weaker branches, and cut back strong ones harder.  

On more refined trees, be sure to prune to the silhouette that you are looking for. That 

means that you may not be counting buds, but rather looking at lengths of branches. You may  
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leave some small ones longer, or cut out heavier branches to lighten and refine the branch line. I 

know from experience that I can cut my beeches back to just one bud and they will be fine over 

the winter, they eat up the cold, just like crabapples, quince, and honeysuckle. Other species are 

more tender. Look at the size of twigs. Zelkova and elm can be really fine and tend to be 

warmer area species, so you must leave more buds. Err on the side of caution and recut just be-

fore spring growth.  

If you are looking for a strong back budding, this is the wrong time of year for a drastic cut. 

If you do it now, when the tree’s energy is receding, your chances of back budding are dimin-

ished greatly. This task is better left for April, May, June when the tree is cranking on all cylin-

ders and able to perform as desired.  

If you have decandled, defoliated, or cut back heavily any tree during the summer, whether 

deciduous or conifer, now is the time to go through and make shoot selections down to just two 

branches in any one spot. Remove shoots that are growing straight up or down. That will allow 

light to get into the interior and strengthen those back buds that you worked so hard to create. 

You can now reroute the strength to where it is needed.  

It’s a good idea to leave heavy pruning to late spring, or during the growing season for the 

same reason. Ever wonder why cuts don’t seam to callus over? That may be a reason. The edge 

of the cut dies back before the growing season starts. 

Conifers are a little bit different story. These guys are still growing and metabolizing. Some 

more than others. High mountain collected species may still have some root growth going on. 

Others are more tender, like Japanese Black Pine. We really do get cold enough to put them in 

jeopardy. I have had great luck leaving all of the foliage intact on my JBP throughout the win-

ter, then pulling needles to thin it out in the late spring before growth. The extra foliage helps 

power it through the winter. Think of how this might apply to your other trees.  

This is a great time for wiring as long as you are not doing really heavy bending. Heavy 

means that you are cracking tissue, using lots of raffia, etc… It’s all possible if you have a way 

to protect the tree from freezing until spring growth. I don’t, so I am a bit more cautious. Water 

can get in the cracks and freeze and separate tissue. Also, the trees ability to move nutrients up 

to the damage site for repair and for winter hardiness is impaired. This work is generally done 

at times when the tree either has time to recover before winter – like September, October, or 

late spring when it is coming out of dormancy.  

Different species are able to withstand styling at different times. More than we can talk 

about now for winter. This is not at all to stop you from working. Just be more cautious. If we 

can time things right, then the tree never skips a beat and we are much farther in the long run. 

You can generally do all kinds of styling and wiring and most folks will not be pushing their 

trees as hard as what we are talking about here. Those tend to be collected trees that have not 

been yet styled. If your tree has already been previously styled, it is doubtful that you will be 

putting much stress on the tree unless you are eliminating major branches or making a drastic 

style change. 

I hope this helps you in your work through the winter. Be sure to snap a photo or two and 

send them to Peter for inclusion in the newsletter. Better yet, do a little write up on your experi-

ence.  

Scott  
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Bonsai Supplies from 

Wee Tree Farm 

We have a large selection of pottery, trees of all 
sizes and price range, tools, soils and miscellany.  
Our retail store is located inside Garland Nursery 
which is a destination in itself with 5 acres of plants 
and displays to delight and inspire.  Come see us, 
we promise it is worth the drive!  

HWY 20 half way between Albany and Corvallis 

Hours: M-F 9-6, Sat 9-5, Sun 10-5  

541 753 6601  

 

Please call Rose with 

any questions at 541 

829 1859  

 

 

 

PRE-BONSAI PLANTS · BONSAI TOOLS 

High-fired Pots ● Mica & Plastic Training Pots 

Wire ● Classes ● Organic Fertilizers 

New: Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8”) 

New: Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA 

Superior Black Compost ● Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16”) 

Est. 1978 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dedicated to growing trees specifi-

cally for bonsai, combining the best of 

traditional Japanese techniques with 

the proven technology of the Oregon 

nursery industry.  

In the field: 

Japanese Black pine, Shimpaku 

 Scots Pine, Shore Pine, Mugo 

Trident & Japanese Maples 

Chinese Elms, Japanese Quince 

Ume, Crabapples, Korean Hornbeam 

And others. Come see the result of our 

nebari development process.  

Many varieties of satsuki whips 

Shimpaku from 1 gal to field-grown 

Many varieties developed for shohin 

styling 

To contact us, please call or email 

Chris & Lisa Kirk ●   

(503) 881-1147 ●  

www.tfarms.com  

Website at www.telfarms.com 

Welcome to the Village  
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The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each 

month except in summer, when other group outings are arranged.  

The Milwaukie Center 

5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222  

Enter parking lot from Rusk Road 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Board of Directors 

President: Chas Martin 503 459-1009 Chas.Martin@innovativeye.com 

Past President: Alan Taft 503 245-1927 tafta24@gmail.com 

VP-Programs: Al Polito 503 708-9394 politomail@gmail.com 

VP-Membership: Margie Kinoshita youngkinoshita@msn.com 

Treasurer: Robert Wofford 503 304-0996 wofford9694@comcast.net 

Secretary: Gail Jones 503 393-4400  gail_lee_jones@q.com  

Committee Heads 

Librarian: Barbara Devitt 503 764-8242 bbd.jcgroup@yahoo.com 

Mentorship: Lee Cheatle 503 312-4921 leecheatle@msn.com 

Shohin Kai: Jan Hettick 503 540-7760 janhettick@comcast.net 

Newsletter: Peter Pelofske 503 704-3891 pelofskepj@outlook.com  

Webmaster: Chas Martin 503 459-1009 

 Chas.Martin@innovativeye.com 

Heritage Group: Manny Tavan 503 869-0872 etavan@gmail.com 


