
 
  

 
EVENT OVERVIEW 

 
WHAT:   Ladies for Literacy Guild of the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation’s 

Inaugural Power of Literacy Luncheon  
 
WHEN: Wednesday, September 14, 2016 
                          
WHERE: River Oaks Country Club  
   
WHO: Keynote Speaker  
 Patricia Kuhl, Ph.D. 
 
 Emcee 
 Rachel McNeill, Anchor, KPRC 
 

Featured Speakers 
 
Dr. Tom Pace, Senior Pastor, St. Luke's United Methodist Church 
Betty Hrncir, President, Ladies for Literacy Guild  
Neil Bush, Chairman, Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation 
Alice Mosing, Power of Literacy Luncheon Chair 

 
DETAILS: In recognition of September as National Literacy Awareness Month, the Barbara 

Bush Houston Literacy Foundation’s Ladies for Literacy Guild celebrated by 
hosting the Power of Literacy luncheon. This powerful, inaugural event placed the 
spotlight on Houston’s literacy crisis and highlighted the importance of oral language 
from birth impacts brain development how children learn. In addition, the Guild 
unveiled a brand-new, signature initiative, called the Curiosity Cruiser to advance the 
mission of the Foundation – to improve lives through the power of literacy. 

 
The luncheon featured a notable lineup of prestigious influencers who spoke about 
the importance of literacy and how it has affected their lives and the lives of those in 
their community. KPRC Anchor, Rachel McNeill, opened the event by thanking 
Phillips 66 for their continued partnership. McNeill, a mother of two young boys, set 
the context discussing how low literacy is an issue that impacts far too many children 
and adults in our community. Dr. Tom Pace provided an invocation before guests 
enjoyed a delectable lunch catered by the River Oaks Country Club. Following the 
break, Foundation Chairman Neil Bush described Houston’s literacy crisis, citing 
research and statistics from the Foundation’s comprehensive plan for community 
action—titled Houston’s Literacy Crisis: A Blueprint for Community Action. He reiterated 
the importance of mobilizing the community through volunteerism and the creation 
of auxiliary groups, one of which is the Ladies for Literacy Guild. The Ladies for 
Literacy Guild President, Betty Hrncir then had the honor of unveiling The 
Foundation’s one-of-a-kind mobile library, the Curiosity Cruiser, acknowledging 
Harris County Public Library as a key partner. This mobile library will hit the streets 
in the Summer of 2017, providing children access to free books and opportunities to  
 

-more- 



participate in reading clubs and activities.  
    

Following the unveiling of the Curiosity Cruiser, Dr. Patricia Kuhl, co-director of the 
University of Washington’s Institute for Brain Sciences, shared her innovative research 
on oral language development among babies and how children learn. Dr. Kuhl 
demonstrated how early exposure to language alters the brain and that the timing of 
such exposure early and often in life from birth can play a major role in determining 
future learning and success of children. Emcee Rachel McNeil thanked the keynote 
speaker for the incredible work she is doing at the Institute for Brain Sciences to help 
inform how parents can best prepare their children for success. Luncheon Chair, Alice 
Mosing then took the stage and urged everyone to contribute to the advancement of 
the new mobile library initiative through various forms of donation, including inviting 
luncheon guests to purchase book plates for placement in books that will be used to 
stock the Curiosity Cruiser.  Mrs. Mosing also encouraged everyone to join the Ladies 
for Literacy Guild which led into a special video message from The Foundation’s 
namesake and Honorary Chair, Mrs. Barbara Bush. During the video she shared her 
passion for literacy and advocated that guests get involved in solving Houston’s 
literacy crisis.  

   
GUESTS: Maria Bush, Cathy Cleary, Julie Baker Finck, Sidney Faust, Betty Hrncir, Iris Griffiths, 

Mehrnaz Gill, Annette Strake, Alice Mosing, Cora Sue Mach, Patricia Kuhl, Stephanie 
Tsuru, Trish Morille, Donatella Benckenstein, Lilly Andress, Diane Lokey Farb, 
Joanne King Herring, Ann Bookout, Wade Smith, Anne Taylor, Rose Cullen, Jeannie 
Kilroy Wilson, Jan Duncan, Penny Loyd, Cherie Lindley, Linda McReynolds, Rhonda 
Graff and Alice Burguieres 
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About the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation 
The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, co-chaired by Neil and Maria Bush, was established as 
a charitable organization focused on improving the quality of life for Houston residents through the power 
of literacy. The Foundation advocates for literacy as a fundamental right of everyone and a foundational 
skill towards success in life. It is founded on the belief held by Barbara Bush, former First Lady, “If you 
help a person to read, then their opportunities in life will be endless.” In 2013, the Bush Family created 
the Houston-based foundation separate from the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy, a national 
foundation, in response to the need to deepen the awareness of and intensify services and support for the 
nation’s fourth largest and most diverse city – Houston. For more information, visit 
www.bushhoustonliteracy.org/ or follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/bushhoustonliteracy 
and on Twitter @bushhoustonlit.   
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