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The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation Launches “My Home Library” 

 
Houston, TX – My Home Library, a web-based tool hosted by the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, 
provides a solution to home libraries being out of reach for economically disadvantaged children. Through the My 
Home Library platform, children are able to create a wish list of books for their very own home library, and the 
community is able to sponsor a child’s home library of six books by making a $30 tax-deductible donation. My 
Home Library was developed in late 2016 in partnership with Credera and a team of volunteer technologists from 
across the Houston community. The kick-off for the My Home Library pilot will take place at Browning 
Elementary School in the North Heights neighborhood on January 17th in partnership with Marathon Oil. 
 
“Credera is grateful for the opportunity to partner with the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation on the My 
Home Library application. As the lines between digital technology and our daily lives continue to blur, we believe 
the My Home Library application will be a natural extension to connect donors with students who otherwise aren’t 
able to afford the luxury of having books in their household,” states Kevin McDonald, Credera Senior Consultant. 
We are hopeful that the application will not only be successful across the Greater Houston area, but will increase 
the reach of the Foundation’s literacy agenda to deserving children across the country.”  
 
Houston is America’s fourth largest and most diverse city. Unfortunately, more than 80 percent of our city’s public 
school children are considered economically disadvantaged. Books are essential tools for children to reach success, 
yet are too costly for low-income families to afford. In fact, research shows that an average middle- to upper-
income child has 12 to 13 age-appropriate books in their home, whereas there is only 1 book for every 300 low-
income households.  
 
“The book gap must be addressed to help close the reading achievement gap,” says Dr. Julie Finck, President of the 
Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation. “Research shows that when children have access to books in their 
home and choice in what books they read, they read more often and achieve at higher academic levels. My Home 
Library increases the opportunity for reading success by placing books in the hands of economically disadvantaged 
children in our community.” 
 
The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation has negotiated best-in-class pricing for children’s books with four 
publishers: Scholastic, the largest children’s book publisher in the world; Arté Publico Press, the nations’ oldest 
publisher of Hispanic literature located at University of Houston; Bright Sky Press, a Texas-based publisher offering 
a wide-variety of genres for children and adults; and LongTale Publishing, a Houston-based publisher founded by 
children’s author, Melissa Williams. With a $30 tax-deductible donation, a child can receive 6 brand new books of 
his or her choice. 
 

Events guests include: Lance Menster, HISD Assistant Superintendent of Schools; Neil and Maria Bush, 
Co-Chairs of the Barbara Bush Houston Foundation; Dr. Julie Baker Finck, Barbara Bush Houston 
Literacy Foundation President; Wade Smith, former Houston Texans player and Founder of the Wade 

Smith Foundation; Lee Tillman, Marathon Oil CEO; LaMecia Butler, Houston Super Bowl Host Committee; Herb 
Taylor, Former KC Chief- Owner of Rays Real BBQ Pit (3rd Ward); Chantelle Anderson, Former WNBA 
San Antonio Stars; Sarah Marie Blanton, Former Miss Texas; Caleb Ramsey, Professional Baseball 
Washington Nationals; Albert Johnson III, Former Miami Dolphin; and Dj Supastar, 93.7 The Beat. 
 
Volunteers for the program include: Marathon Oil and Credera 
 



 
 
About the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation 
The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, co-chaired by Neil and Maria Bush, was established as a charitable 
organization focused on improving the quality of life for Houston residents through the power of literacy. The 
Foundation advocates for literacy as a fundamental right of everyone and a foundational skill towards success in life. 
It is founded on the belief held by Former First Lady Barbara Bush, “If you help a person to read, then their 
opportunities in life will be endless.” In 2013, the Bush Family created the Houston-based foundation separate from 
the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy, a national foundation, in response to the need to deepen the 
awareness of and intensify services and support for the nation’s fourth largest and most diverse city – Houston. To 
learn more about, please visit www.bushhoustonliteracy.org. To find volunteer opportunities please visit the 
Foundation’s volunteer platform at www.connect4literacy.org.  
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