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Serious Fun for Families: Local Partners to Host Early Learning Festival at the Houston Zoo 

Early Matters, Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, the Houston Zoo, and Region 4 Education Service Center are 
hosting an event to offer fun activities, literacy resources, and Pre-K information for local families. 

 

Houston, Texas (April 24, 2018) – Early Matters, Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, the Houston Zoo, and Region 4 
Education Service Center are teaming up to host the first-ever Early Learning Festival at the Houston Zoo (6200 Hermann Park 
Drive) on April 28, 2018 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. This free special event, which will take place by the Zoo’s Reflection Pool, is 
designed especially for families with young children and is open to all. 
 
Families attending the Festival will be able to participate in fun activities, collect useful information about children’s learning and 
literacy, and get information about Pre-Kindergarten programs in the Houston area, including how to enroll.  Every child attending 
will get a free book, snacks, and more (while supplies last).  
 
“We are really excited about this opportunity to bring together a diverse group of organizations to share their great resources with 
families,” says Early Matters board chair Jim Postl. “The Festival will be a one-stop-shop for early learning, and we are expecting a 
great response.” 
 
In addition to Early Matters, Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, the Houston Zoo, and Region 4 Education Service Center 
other organizations participating in the Early Learning Festival include: 

BakerRipley (formerly Neighborhood Centers) 
Children's Learning Institute  
Children's Museum of Houston  
Collaborative for Children 
Harris County Public Library 

Houston Public Library 
HEB 
Local school districts 
YMCA of Greater Houston 

 
The leaders of these organizations share a strong belief in the importance of early childhood education. Statistics show, for 
example, that 90% of all brain development occurs by the age of 5, which makes early childhood education a great long-term 
investment for children, families, communities, and society as a whole.  
 
Julie Baker Finck, president of the Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation, hopes the Festival will empower parents and inspire 

kids.  “Barbara Bush believed that parents are a child’s first and most important teacher. This event is a great way to shine the light 

on the important role parents play in the early development and learning of their child and help families get the information they 

need while having fun,” she says. 

Additional information about the Early Learning Festival can be found at www.esc4.net/PreKfest or 
www.facebook.com/EarlyMatters.  

### 

About Early Matters—Early Matters is a coalition of businesses, organizations, and volunteers working together to promote and 
support quality early education. For more details, visit www.earlymatters.org. 

About Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation—The Foundation’s mission is to improve the quality of life for Houstonians of all 
ages through the power of literacy—the ability to read, write, speak clearly, and think critically. For more details, visit 
www.bushhoustonliteracy.org.  

About the Houston Zoo—The Houston Zoo connects communities with animals, inspiring action to save wildlife. For more details, visit 
www.houstonzoo.org.  

About Region 4 Education Service Center – Region 4 ESC’s core purpose of Excellence in Service for Children is reflected in the 
products and services they provide to the 48 traditional school districts and 34 public charter schools in the region. For more details, visit 
www.esc4.net.   
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