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Helping ex-offenders build new lives
Welcome, David!
New Person Ministries is excited to
welcome David Garlock to our staff
in Lancaster. David's excitement and
passion for reentry work is contagious and has already paid dividends
to NPM. We are excited to add David
as we continue to grow.

Save the Date!
9/2/17 NPM Awareness
Breakfast at Wyomissing
Restaurant, 7:30 am.
3/15/18 Spring Banquet at
Shady Maple.
RSVP is helpful for all events.
(610-777-2222)

A Story of Hope
Hi, my name is David Garlock and I am
the new Program Director of New Person
Ministries in Lancaster. I started in this
position on May 8th, and I have been
blessed to be in this position.
My way to this position is unlike others
who have worked with this ministry, so let
me tell you a little about me and why I am
passionate about second chances and
working with returning citizens.

Let me tell you why I am
passionate about second
chances and working
with returning citizens...
My brother and I grew up in a very dysfunctional family. Both of us experienced
living on the streets and were in the drug
scene. What really changed our lives was
being sexually and physically abused by a
non-family member for 8 years. The abuse
continued to get worse and worse, and we
thought that the only way out of the situation was to take his life. We went through
with this irrational thought and took his
life. We ended up in the county jail.
In the county jail the first weekend, I
was crying myself to sleep because I feared
what was going to happen. The cop who
was interrogating me asked me if I believed
in God. I was baffled but asked for a Bible
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when I got back to my cell. I
cried out to God, and an amazing peace
came over me. I began to worship Him in
my small cell. After this experience, I was
able to use my time in prison to educate
and prepare myself for my release.
Upon my release, Bryan Stevenson and
Equal Justice Initiative, helped me come up
to Pennsylvania to attend Eastern University. It was here that my passion for prison
ministry continued to develop. I graduated
on May 6th, 2017 with my BA in Urban
Studies, focusing on Criminal Justice and
Social Welfare.

I cried out to God, and an
amazing peace came over
me. I began to worship
Him in my small cell.
When I found that New Person Ministries was hiring, I knew that this is the type
of job that I wanted. I am so thankful that
the doors opened and that I am now in this
position.
Read more of David Garlock’s story at
https://secondchancejobsforfelons.com/
blog/2016/05/04/stories-hope-davidgarlock

newpersonministries@gmail.com

Office Phone

610-777-2222

www.newpersonministries.org

Renewed Faith
The Testimony of a Recent Resident
Life before I went to prison was great. I had my family and
was a volunteer firefighter. I worked for the state for 17 years
and for an amusement park for another 10 years. In 2010, my
wife passed away, and I had a really hard time with it. I started
going down a dark road to try to cope. I wasn’t thinking right, and
I kept making poor decisions. One thing led to another, and I ended up committing a crime. I got arrested, but I also felt lucky in
some ways. First, if I hadn’t of gotten arrested, my criminal activity would have continued. Getting arrested put a stop to my victimizing someone else. Second, I was lucky that I had a really
good public defender who helped me get an appropriate amount
of jail time. He gave me a lot more respect for public defenders.
When I came out of prison, I was able to move back home.
However, life was tough. I was at the house by myself, and all the
memories of my past life flooded back to me—my wife had
passed, and I couldn’t have contact with the rest of my family.
Then, rent also went up, and I could no longer afford it, and I
couldn’t get a better paying job because of my criminal record.
I contemplated suicide and was put in Lancaster General Hospital for two weeks. They wouldn’t let me out without a place to
go, so I went to a transitional house for six months. My probation
officer feared for my safety and wantHaving God to ed me to move out of the house. I was
lean on brings having difficulty finding a place to go.
One week, I went in to see my parole
me peace.
officer, and Jordan Kauffman from
New Person Ministries was there. I
was given the chance to move to one of the houses they operate.
New Person housed me for five months, and then helped me find
a more permanent place to live and a roommate to live with. I am
grateful for both.
At this point in my life, I put a lot more of my faith in God than
I ever have before. I’ve always been kind of a religious person,
but my faith in God is deeper now than it was before. Even since
moving out of the New Person Ministries house, I still am going
to some of their Bible studies. Chaplain Darrel Hostetter leads
one in the city which I go to, and I go to a men’s group on Saturday mornings through a city church.
I still think about my wife, but I have moved on in my grief. I
have nine months left on probation, and now I’m thinking about
my children. I’m not sure if they will ever want to have any contact with me, but that is something I’m working through. I’m still
hopeful that my family and I can have some reconciliation.
Now that I’m back out on my own again, I’m trying to start my
life again. I’d like to start being able to do some of the things that
I was able to do before, while looking for God’s help at every turn.
Having God to lean on brings me peace. I’m excited not to be labeled as an ex-convict, even though I know the consequences of
what I’ve done will continue to be with me.
I am grateful for the people who have invested in my life—my
mentor, my probation officer, my therapist, and the staff at New

Person Ministries. I am also thankful for a place to live and the
people who made that possible for me.
transcribed by a staff member

Clergy Corner

Depravity to Dignity
Recently I was reading in the book of Luke, and in chapter 19,
we have the story of Zacchaeus and his encounter with Jesus.
Many of us who were born and raised in the church have heard
this story since we were children, but as I read it again, several
questions came to mind. Why was Zacchaeus, a rich tax collector,
desperate to see Jesus--so desperate, in fact, that he disgraced
himself by climbing into a tree to
Did Jesus sense a see Jesus? Was it a natural curiosity to see this man that people
desperate man
were talking about? Was it the
seeking to find
popular thing to do, so Zacchaeus
fulfillment in life? was just joining the crowd? Then
out of everyone in that crowd,
why did Jesus stop with just Zacchaeus? What drew Jesus to Zacchaeus that very day? Did Jesus simply want to rub shoulders with
a wealthy man for the day, or did Jesus sense a desperate man
seeking to find fulfillment in life?
No matter our social status, no matter our ethnic background,
built into our very DNA, is a deep longing for a true relationship
with our Creator. Many people turn to desperate means to try to
find fulfillment to
this deep longing, Our perspective of missions
only to come up
depends greatly upon how
empty, which
we view people.
leads to even
more desperate attempts. Then one day they find themselves in a
place that they never thought was possible. As children of God,
when we encounter people on the streets of our communities,
what do we see? Do we see ethnic backgrounds? Do we see social
status? Do we see men and women who are desperately trying to
find fulfillment in life?
Throughout the Bible, there
are times when Jesus looked
on a crowd and was moved
with compassion. Our perspective of missions depends
greatly upon how we view
people. When we encounter
people and hear their stories,
are we moved with compassion? As children of God, we
have the answer for the depravity of man. Through a
relationship with the Lord
Jesus Christ, our state of dePastor Matt Eberly
pravity can be restored into a
life of dignity. Just like ZacShiloh Mennonite Church
chaeus.
Reading, Pa

From Son of Sam to New Person:
My visit with David Berkowitz
On October 24, 2007, I had an experience that I
would not soon forget and an encounter the Lord
used to shape my thinking about those incarcerated. This encounter also prepared the path for
my work with New Person Ministries.
Through my longtime work in the juvenile field, my friendship
with Steve Nash who serves as a pastor, radio personality, and
Christian community organizer grew. Through our conversations,
his zeal for what the Lord can do with a yielded person’s life
shined through. He told me of his friendship with David Berkowitz and explained that he had met and developed a relationship
with David while working with the chaplains at Sullivan Correctional Facility in Fallsburg, New York. He told me about David’s
conversion in prison, which was prompted by another believing
inmate, and how, in the years since, he had grown greatly in the
Lord. In recent conversations, David had shared with Steve his
strong desire to reach young people before they fell into the
snares which could lead them to prison and away from the God
who loved them. He proHe told me about
posed that we meet with
David’s conversion in David to discuss if there
were ways that he might
prison, which was
prompted by another be able to get his message
out to at-risk youth.

believing inmate. . .

So, we headed out to
Sullivan where David had been incarcerated since 1990. I must
admit that I was not completely sure what to expect from this
visit. Coming from a ministry background, I saw firsthand the
miracle of God’s intervention in people’s lives, but I still wondered
what this meeting would be like with the one that the news and
movies had vilified and labeled the “Son of Sam Killer.”
Upon our arrival, we were ushered behind a myriad of locked
gates and to a visitation area to wait. David arrived from around
the corner of the room with a beaming wide smile, his Bible held
high under his arm, greeting us with hearty hugs. He thanked me
again for coming with Steve, and I remember clearly his inviting
and warm reception. He said he was looking forward to our visit,
to learn about our work with juveniles, and to see if he could, in
some way, be used to reach them. We asked him what he was
doing with his discipleship group, so he read the scriptures from
that morning’s study which spoke about the Lord’s goodness in
our lives. Before lunch we spent a time of prayer, and David asked
for the Lord’s grace and blessing over each of our lives and the
work that lay before us. Just as any gracious host, he “prepared”
food from the prison vending machines, and for the next three
hours we spoke about life, family, and ministry.
David reminisced about his adoptive parents, who he says were
good folks, and how his desire to help youth came from his lament
that he wished he could have honored his parents. He said that

Quin Pastin (left) and David Berkowitz (right) fellowship as brothers in
Christ in October 2007. (polaroid Sullivan prison visit photo)

early trauma mixed with substance abuse and low self-esteem
made him vulnerable, open to be deceived and used by the enemy.
I asked David about the scar on his neck, and he explained about
the attempt on his life in the late 70’s while at Attica Prison. “Even
though we are redeemed by the blood, we still bear the scars until
our bodies are renewed,” he said while chuckling. “In the Kingdom,
we may have no scars and may even have a full head of hair again!”
He possessed a very easy demeanor and a warm sense of humor,
and I recall feeling a true kindred spirit with David that can only
come from the Lord—nothing contrived or forced, but simply the
fellowship of a brother in
I recall feeling a true
Christ.

kindred spirit with

While David never minimized his crimes, I knew that David that can only
I was experiencing firsthand come from the Lord.
the reality of 2 Corinthians
5:17, that in Christ we are a new person. Through this meeting, I
remember being confronted with my long-held support of the
death penalty. I struggled with the knowledge that, had he been
put to death quickly following his crimes, he may not have come to
know the Lord or reached others for Him with his testimony. As
we prepared to leave, David told us that he knew that, for the remainder of his life, his ministry would be to prisoners and that he
did not desire to be paroled. However, he asked for prayer for his
ministry there. After our visit to Sullivan, he continued to correspond. His letters, always encouraging and glorifying to the Lord,
were simply signed –David.

Quin Pastin

Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, the new creation has
come: The old has gone, the
new is here!
-2 Cor. 5:17
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For Great is Your
Reward
I think one of the earliest scriptures I
had memorized were parts of MatExecutive
thew 6:19-34: Do not worry. . . I think
Director
Jordan
the Donut Man sang about it, or it
Kauffman
could have been Salty the Singing
Songbook. The melody that was put
alongside those words forced me to have those words always closeby from a young age. It is easier to say this with confidence and
without hesitation when you are just a child and have nothing. As
we grow older it becomes increasingly more difficult not to worry.

NPC alumnus, Bob Cope , meets with his case
manager from Hope for Veterans.

We, with our much, worry constantly. We worry about tomorrow
and about the treasures that we have saved up. Jesus talked quite
often about the futility of storing up treasures on this earth - whether talking about the futility of building bigger storage spaces (Luke
12:16-21) or thinking about storing up treasure (Matthew 6:19-34)
amongst many other various parables. When we look at just monetary possessions, it becomes a little easier to say we are not worrying about tomorrow. If we are honest, often we are not worrying
about tomorrow because of the planning that we have done today.
Bible study is an important part of life at New
Person Center.

NPC residents search for employment together.
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However, all of this depends on our own provision. Where are
we building up our treasure? Do we value the things of this world
more than the treasure we are building up in heaven? As hard as it
is to think about, what if Jesus’s words were taken beyond monetary items? What if the treasures that we hold on to refer to our
safety and security? What about family? Not that those things are
bad in and of themselves, but I tend to think we are missing the
point.
I think about the men in our program who often have very little. More often than not, they seek very little other than a place to
sleep and food to eat. Often it seems like they are content to faithfully finish their race and go to their heavenly home. It is a striking
contrast when compared to those who have much and still continue
to worry.

New Person Ministries welcomes your
financial support. Visit our website to make
a donation online. Checks can be written out
to “New Person Ministries” and mailed to:

NPM
PO Box 223
Reading, PA 19607
NPM is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.

All donations are tax deductible.

NPM Board
President: Brook Musselman
Vice President: John Rush
Treasurer: Pat Antosy
Secretary: Glenn Miller
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