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Reading
NPC residents
pray together
with Fr.
Demetrius.

Helping ex-offenders build new lives
Banquet Preview
John Churchville, the speaker for
our March 15 Annual Banquet, has
been working as an attorney for the
last two decades. He has practiced in
the private and the public sector
and spent the bulk of his profession
working within the criminal justice
system. He attended Brown University and the University of Pennsylvania Law
School, and
currently
teaches
Criminal
Justice
courses
at Lancaster
Bible College.
John Churchville
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Npc Increases Local Partnerships
Reading NPC partners with a variety of social services to best support our residents. Their life experiences and needs vary greatly.
Situated in the heart of Reading PA, New
2017 at the Reading NPC was filled with
Person Ministries is strategically located in
many blessings and success stories from
an area where resources abound.
among the men we serve. With residents
Throughout the past year, the Reading NPC
arriving from any of 25 State Correction
partnered with programs such as Berks
Institutions and several county and federal
County Pretrial Services, Berks Community
facilities, NPC serves men who have been
Action Program, Service Access Manageincarcerated for both long and short-term
ment, Hope Rescue Mission, the Greater
stays, ranging from 9 months to 40 years.
Berks Food Bank, PA Career
As you can imagine, the level
NPC
serves
men
Link, Hope for Veterans and
of assistance and support
who
have
been
The Opportunity House.
that a man will need upon
admission will vary widely
incarcerated for These programs care for and
provide physical and mental
as does their level of life
both long and
health support, housing and
skills and experience in the
community. Some have had short-term stays, rental programs, food, clothing and employment assiscareers and long histories of ranging from 9
tance. We have steadily
work and are better able to months to 40
increased the number of
re-enter the work force.
local agencies which aid the
Some are of retirement age years.
work at NPC, along with
and navigating the social security process
landlords who are willing to provide housfor the first time, while others have had
ing to our residents.
little to no work experience outside of prison walls, finding it hard to acclimate to the
Throughout the year, there was an oncommunity and the world of work. Part of
going emphasis regarding the fundamenthe admission process at the New Person
tals of the program. These include providCenter is to assess each resident’s individuing a safe living environment and the conal needs and to connect him with resources
sistent application of the rules, protocols
in the local community which can provide
and standards—all undergirded with
the needed service.
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us applications for when new residents arrive! While the housing
market in Lancaster is difficult, we have repeatedly witnessed
doors opening (literally) and residents being able to find a way.

David Garlock

Clergy Corner

WWJD Responses Needed
WHACK! The bang that startled the congregation was caused by
the rock she slammed onto the podium. An innocent family member of a former sex offender followed this act by stating; “Let him
who is without sin cast the first stone” (John 8:7)
This story was reported in the Fall 2005 issue of LEADERSHIP.
The majority of church members voted to remove her seemingly
unrepentant spouse from membership.
I give this to illustrate one of many unintended consequences or
spin-offs as former sex offenders are given a wide range of restricting punishments and treatments. This even includes, for
some, the refusal of worship service attendance at least for a
while.

Lancaster Director David Garlock and a resident who received a
certificate for successful completion of the Reentry Management
Organization's Successful Returning Citizen Mentoring Group.

Growth at Lancaster NPC
Since beginning at NPC in May, I have had the privilege to witness growth—both in the house as a whole and in the individual
lives of men. Throughout the New Testament, the Church often
met together while sharing meals. We thought this would be an
amazing way to develop community in the house and to break
down some of the individualistic tendencies. This shared meal
has turned into something that I look forward to each week, and
many residents have since started sharing most meals together.
One meal a week has turned into something the residents enjoy
most nights. What was once a divided time has now become a
time of fellowship and sharing.
This year a man came to NPC who was shaky in his faith. As he
began working with Chaplain Darrel, his faith visibly increased.
He was very determined and acquired three jobs within twomonths, each one better and higher paying. After he left the program, he desired to be baptized. This was a joyous time for all of
us.
One resident who served over 39 years did not believe he had
a testimony because his faith was only lived out in prison. I
shared with him that he did have a testimony others needed to
hear. A light bulb went off, and he has been able to share at the
Reentry Management Organization’s Successful Returning Citizens support group meetings--with pastors and with strangers.
God is opening doors for him to share at area churches and at
other events.
Our Lancaster location is still in its infancy. We are blessed to
have seen men find employment. Some employers have even sent

Our Father God
may want faith
groups to focus
discernment
more on heart
direction and
less on past
misdeeds.

One slice of this pie is how those of
us wanting to walk in the footsteps of
Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace,
should treat such.

Jesus used the parable of the Prodigal Son, in Luke 15, to hold a mirror to
our souls and to our practices. The
offender son accepted his father’s banquet seat. However, the brother whose
appearance spoke of good citizenship
refused his father’s request to engage.

The lesson for us? Our Father God
may want faith groups to focus discernment more on heart direction and less on past misdeeds. Also,
to support innocent family members of those disciplined or punished. WWJD—What would Jesus do?
“Best practices” for this quest is priority for mature Christian
disciples and should not be exclusively defined by secular culture
alone. The New Testament guidance calls for balance. History
shows how psychology and medical models continue to change.
“Public safety matters,” but
beware lest, as a catch-phrase, its
overuse excuses our failure to live
up to the WWJD responses to failures and sins much like our own.
It feels better to scapegoat our
own sin upon others out there
than to, in humility, reach out
with a measure of mercy as we
seek justice for God’s honor and
the restoration of all our neighbors, both victims and offenders.

I recommend an easy-read paperback by a ministry leader, the
late Dick Witherow, titled: The
Modern Day Leper about the way Rev. John Rush
we see sex offenders. Get it via
Founder and former Executive
Amazon or get a free loaner from Director, John Rush is currently
me.
a board member of New Person
Ministries.

Sensing Community
Gradually God has been building a sense of community among
us at the Lancaster campus of NPC. In April we were blessed to
have Mary Boll share her story of being abused as a child and her
own journey of healing, becoming a “Thriver”. Since her sharing
was near Easter, Mary and her husband Nevin joined us for a
Passover meal with the men who were present. It seemed like a
good place to both share regrets, but to also express one’s hopes
for the future as we looked at what Jesus had done for us, symbolized through the Passover meal.
With regular Bible studies, eating together more often, and
building a sense of care and concern about each person who is a
part of the house, we are beginning to sense and feel community.

We all at the house had the opportunity to be a part of Dustin’s
baptism in the Mill Creek in October. This was in response to his
deep dedication to Jesus.
When I look back over this year, I am blessed to see God at work
among all of us living and working at the house. There is increasing
openness, trust, vulnerability, and humility. This is not to say we
don’t have problem—we do. There are times when we grieve deeply the mistakes of some of our residents and their decisions that
lead to parole violations. We have become a community, so when
one of us falls or is sent back to prison, we all grieve. But we also
celebrate when one of us gets a job, a house, confesses Christ, or
finds a deeper level of healing. The journey for all of us is one of
ups and downs, but my hope and prayer is that through all of life
we discover more clearly and intimately His grace, love, forgiveness, and hope that deepen our ability to trust Him more.

Darrel Hostetter

NPM STATISTICS

Overall Total Residents = 504
Overall Reincarcerated = 57
2017 Residents = 64
2017 Parole Violations = 8
2017 New Crimes = 1
2017 New Sex Offense = 0
2017 Reincarcerated = 9

Residents at Lancaster NPC pray before their Thanksgiving meal.

As the men began to get jobs and then a place to move to, I, as
the chaplain, have tried to start a tradition of meeting together
for closure and blessing. The person leaving, soon to become an
alumnus of NPC, shares his good news of where he is moving and
then begins to share his blessings and
These times
encouragement to the rest of the men
who are staying behind. During these
have often
times we have heard confessions, affirfelt like holy
mations, and sometimes some reflections on their own journey with God. In
ground...
response, the men who are staying behind at the house have shared their
blessings and encouragement to the one leaving. These times
have often felt like holy ground as I witnessed love, compassion,
and self-reflection so vulnerably.

Save the Date!
2/2/18 NPC Alumni Social at Zion Mennonite Church, 6:30 pm.
3/3/18 NPM Awareness Breakfast at Wyomissing Restaurant,
7:30 am.
4/6/18 NPC Alumni Social at Zion Mennonite Church, 6:30 pm.
3/15/18 NPM Annual Banquet at Shady Maple Smorgasbord.
More details to come.
RSVP is helpful for all events. (610-777-2222)

NPM Income Sources
Program
Fees
49%

Program Fees

Special
Events
7%

Direct
Public
Support
44%

Direct Public
Support
Special Events

Total NPM Income in 2017: $195,886.00
You can use the NPM webpage to make recurring
donations!
Regular giving helps us to continue a high level of
service and ministry. Set up your recurring donation
today at:
http://www.newpersonministries.org/support/
and mark “Make this a monthly donation.”

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK
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sound Biblical teaching and principals. In the
past year, we have been able to maintain and
grow relationships with state and county parole
officials, as well as with the local mental health
treatment community, both of which ultimately
benefit the men we serve.
Throughout 2017, the program was able to
add new mentors and Bible study facilitators to
its roll. These are 2 vital supportive partnerships which we would like to see grow in the
coming year. Also, while the role of the Program Director is the general oversight of the
facilities, residents, programming and alumni
relations, the work of the New Person Center
could not be done effectively without conscientious and responsible house managers.
Throughout the past year the role of the house
manager has been significantly developed. The
round-the-clock leadership, support and accountability they provide has proven to be an
invaluable asset. Mike Claudy and Kyle Ingham
are NPC alumni and currently serve as the
Reading facility house managers. They work
closely with the Program Director to maintain
positive standards and to provide an uplifting
atmosphere in the community living house.
Please pray with us that the Lord will continue to open doors and give the New Person Center favor and grace throughout the New Year!

Quin Pastin

The Lord is near to all
who call on him, to all
who call on him in truth.
—Psalm 145:18
NPM Staff
NPM Executive Director:
Jordan Kauffman
NPM Program Director:
Quin Pastin
Administrative Assistant:
Pat Antosy
Reading Chaplain:
Demetrius Nicholoudakis
Reading House Managers:
Michael Claudy
Kyle Ingham
Lancaster Director:
David Garlock
Lancaster Chaplain:
Darrel Hostetter

Caring for the Lost
Sheep
Very few men going through New Person Ministries commit new crimes; our
Executive
Director
recidivism rate is low. This is only one
Jordan
measure of our success, but it’s one in
Kauffman
which we take a great amount of pride.
In looking at the overall numbers, we
can sometimes forget about the individual. It is always easier to empathize with a person who we see as more than a statistic.
There have been times when I have been guilty of looking at people as
statistics. We see many successes, but there are still those who struggle
and return to prison.

The shepherd
cares more about
the life of that
sheep, wayward
though it may be,
than he does his
own.

"Suppose one of you has a
hundred sheep and loses
one of them. Doesn't he
leave the ninety-nine in the
open country and go after
the lost sheep until he finds
it?” - Luke 15:4 (NIV).

Are not the ones we couldn’t reach
just as important as those we
could? We have no idea why one
sheep got lost. I do not see God as a neglectful shepherd, so I think it’s
pretty safe to assume that the sheep wandered off on his own. We are
not told whether that sheep wants to return to the fold or how far off he
wandered. What we do know is that it is vitally important for the shepherd to find that sheep because the shepherd cares more about the life of
that sheep, wayward though it may be, than he does his own.
“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down
my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen.
I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there
shall be one flock and one shepherd.” - John 10: 14-16 (NIV)

New Person Ministries welcomes your
financial support. Visit our website to make
a donation online. Checks can be written out
to “New Person Ministries” and mailed to:

NPM
PO Box 223
Reading, PA 19607
NPM is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.

All donations are tax deductible.
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President: Brook Musselman
Vice President: John Rush
Treasurer: Pat Antosy
Secretary: Glenn Miller
Other Members:
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Newsletter Editor: Jeanette Christophel
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