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Refractions of the Kingdom’s Light
G L O B A L  T R A I N I N G  N E T W O R K

Humbling and Heartrending
ZAMBIA

Staff members Patsy Green, Beth Lasley and Anita 
Paulsen led two week-long trainings for women with 
the theme of forgiveness last month. Anita said that the 
testimonies of the women have been “humbling and 
heartrending” and she has no idea how they have lived 
through some of the circumstances they have endured. 
The women had deep, meaningful questions for the team.
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Restoring Hope to Refugees
RWANDA

Staff members Chad and Kortney Bannick are 
coordinating  a new training for 24 pastors residing in 
a large refugee camp, the majority of which consists 
of Congolese families. Their host told them: “(This)  
training will empower the refugee pastors to build healthy 
churches, win more refugee communities for Christ and 
learn how to show love and hope to the refugee families.” 
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“Not just teaching us, but healing us”
TANZANIA

Staff members Rick and Kathy Ragan began a new 
training partnership with African Inland Church and 
NASA Theological College with pastoral couples, women 
leaders and elders as part of a 2-year certificate program. 
After the third day of training, their coordinator shared 
that “this training is not just teaching us, but healing us.”
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Raised in newness of life
MALAWI

Staff member Scott Countryman writes, “It was a blessing 
to participate in a baptismal service at Capital City Baptist 
where 32 men and women publicly professed their faith in 
Jesus Christ.”  Scott appreciated the opportunity to train 
70 pastors and church leaders from the Kauma slum area 
of the capital city of Lilongwe.
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Walk a mile (or several) in their shoes
ZAMBIA

Above, meet Pastor George and his, wife, Lenny. Staff 
member Beth Lasley writes, “They are bringing the 
gospel to a new area at great sacrifice. They often walk 1 
½ hours one way to the church location when they do not 
have access to a vehicle. Then they begin to set up for the 
service.” Notice the tarp in the background, which serves 
as the roof for this church. 
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A champion of the faith
ZAMBIA

Meet Joshua, an evangelist unable to walk since birth. He 
utilizes a scooter to travel between villages and share the 
Gospel. In order to attend a recent GTN training, he hand-
pedaled his scooter for two hours each way over dusty, 
pothole-ridden roads. Carl Green wrote, “What a blessing 
to be learning from pastors and evangelists like this in 
Zambia. We are called the teachers, but we are learning 
so much more from these champions of the faith.”
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Introducing Dr. Jackson Wu, PhD
Jackson Wu (pseudonym) served in East Asia for almost two decades, 
teaching theology and missiology at a seminary for pastors. Jackson is 
the author of several books, including: 

• Saving God’s Face (William Carey International University Press)
• One Gospel for All Nations: A Practical Approach for Biblical 

      Contextualization (William Carey Library)
• Seeking God’s Face (William Carey Library)

His most recent book, Reading Romans with 
Eastern Eyes (IVP), won Christianity Today’s 
2020 Book of the Year Award of Merit in Bibli-
cal Studies. 

In addition, he will be releasing a new book 
this Fall entitled The Cross in Context: Re-
considering Biblical Metaphors for Atone-
ment (IVP Academic). 

Jackson is a member of the Asian/
Asian-American Theology steering committee 
of the Evangelical Theological Society. 

He has a B.S. in Applied Mathematics and 
M.A. in Philosophy from Texas A&M, an 
M.Div. from Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary, and a Ph.D. in Applied Theology 
from Southeastern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary. 
 
God has called him to provide contextualized 
theological training and resources for the 
global church. His ambition is to equip indige-
nous church leaders to serve the Lord in ways 
that are both biblically faithful and culturally 
meaningful.

Jackson’s work through the years has gen-
erally focused on issues related to contextu-
alization, honor, shame, worldview, and the 
doctrine of salvation. 

Jackson brings over 20 years of frontline 
missions and ministry experience, as well as 
a prolific writing resume. He regularly publish-
es articles and other resources at jacksonwu.
org. 

Please join us in welcoming Jackson Wu to 
the GTN family! 
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Update From the President

‘All In’… All the way to the end,

Paul R. Madson 
Founder / President 
Hebrews 12:1-3

P.S. We could not do this ministry without you! 
Because of your partnership, lives are being 

transformed, churches strengthened and leaders 
multiplied all over the Majority World. 

Thank you!

“Africa is critical for the future of global Christianity. 
In the next 10 years, Africa will likely grow to have the most Christians of any continent: 700 million.”

- The Center for the Study of Global Christianity, 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary

What in the World is God Doing (in the Majority World)?

It’s so easy to lose sight of the ‘global nature’ of Christianity as we are absorbed by 
the complexities of life here in the United States. 

Whenever I meet a believer in Christ who is discouraged with spiritual decline in the 
West (primarily North America),  I like to encourage them with what God is doing 
around the world. And it is huge!

Here are a few stats on the growth of Christianity throughout Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America (from The Center for the Study of Global Christianity, Gordon-Conwell Theo-
logical Seminary): 

• 77,000 people are coming to Christ every day around the world. 
• 70,000 are in the global south [primarily Africa, Asia, Latin America]. 
• 7,000 are in the global north [primarily North America and Europe]. 

“True Christianity has grown by more than 300 million believers in the past ten years. About 10 million of these new 
Christians are from North America and Europe, and the rest – 290 million – are from developing countries like Nige-
ria, Argentina, India and China.” (The Traveling Team)

In the midst of all this growth, however, is a critical deficiency of quality biblical and theological training for those 
serving on the front lines of church ministry in Asia, Africa and Latin America.

Over 85% of all indigenous pastors throughout the Majority World have no formal biblical or theological training. 
Many indigenous pastors are simply given a Bible and told, “You are now the pastor – tell us who God is, what His 
Word says, and how we are to live.” 

Yet without any further discipleship or training in how to shepherd the Church, countless problems result: heresies 
like the prosperity gospel, abuses of power, financial corruption – and these are only a few among a lengthy list.

GTN exists to meet this critical need for training that equips the head (knowledge), heart (character) and hands 
(tools for practical ministry). I believe in the strategic importance of our vision more today than I ever have before. 
Training leaders results in transformed lives!


