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A Tapestry of Precious Value
G L O B A L  T R A I N I N G  N E T W O R K

Travel provides ample opportunities for waiting, and this 
last month was full of moments to creatively pass the 
time. 

While waiting to board a flight one morning, Lisa and I 
calculated that we have visited over 60 countries and 
more than 100 airports in the past 20 years. It made us so 
grateful to reflect on the chances we’ve had to observe 
the amazing tapestry of people and cultures that God 
has created all over the world.

One thing we’ve observed in our travels is the way that 
individuals globally are so different (which provides 
invaluable insight)... and yet, so very similar (which is 
equally invaluable). 

No matter the color of skin, height, build, culture, religion, 
personality, talents, or social status… all are made in the 
image of God (Genesis 1:26-27) and therefore have 
dignity. Each one is loved by God (John 3:16).

When Jesus saw the crowds, Scripture says:

“…He felt compassion for them, because they 
were distressed and downcast, like sheep without 
a shepherd.” 

(continued on page 2)

Flying into the “City of Flowers”
TIMISOARA TRAIAN VUIE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

This past month, we flew Tarom Airlines for the first 
time en route to Timisoara, Romania, where we had 
meetings with ministry leaders in the area.
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The Oxford skyline
UNITED KINGDOM

“Then He said to His disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers 
are few. Therefore, plead with the Lord of the harvest to send out workers 
into His harvest.’” (Matthew 9:36-38 NASB)

Our lives will not look like Jesus until we start to view all people (in every 
country and every culture) from God’s perspective. How did the Master treat 
the lost? 

“While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and 
sinners were eating with him and his disciples, for there were many who 
followed him. 

“When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with 
the sinners and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: ‘Why does he 
eat with tax collectors and sinners?’

“On hearing this, Jesus said to them, ‘It is not the healthy who need a 
doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.’” 
(Mark 2:13-17 NIV)

One of the most frequently mentioned phrases in my pastoral ministry was:
“You have never looked into the eyes of another human being who isn’t 
valuable to God.”

When we truly understand our own sinfulness and God’s great grace and 
mercy toward us, it produces humility within and we begin to look at those 
who don’t know Christ with compassion. 

The Apostle Paul said it this way…

“It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I [the Apostle 
Paul] am foremost. 

“Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost sinner 
Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for 
those who would believe in Him for eternal life. Now to the King eternal, 
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. 
Amen.” (1 Timothy 1:15-17 NASB)

(continued on back page)

Quotable Quotes

“There’s a kind of doubt that 
looks for answers, and a kind 

of doubt that never stops look-
ing for questions.”  

(Kevin DeYoung)

“Leave it all in the Hands that 
were wounded for you.” 

(Elisabeth Elliot)

“You are not too old and it is 
not too late. Inspire the next 

generation.” 

“I want to earn as much as I 
can for as long as I can 

so that I can give as much as I 
can for as long as I can.”

Scripture Focus

“Summing it all up, friends, 
I’d say you’ll do best by filling 

your minds and meditating on 
things true, 

noble, 
reputable, 
authentic, 

compelling, 
gracious—

the best, not the worst; 
the beautiful, not the ugly; 

things to praise, 
not things to curse. 

Put into practice what you 
learned from me, what you 

heard and saw and realized.” 

Philippians 4:8-9a 
(The Message)



Radcliffe Camera

The Radcliffe Camera building (pictured behind us) is part of 
the world-famous Bodleian Library at University of Oxford, 
home to a collection of over 13.4 million books. “Of making 
many books there is no end…” (Ecclesiastes 12:12)

The Eagle and the Child

This is the famous pub where Tolkien, Lewis and the Inklings 
met for discussions about their recent literary attempts and 
fellowship as friends. Tolkien and Lewis referred to it as “the 
bird and the babe.”

Wycliffe Hall
Notable graduates 
include J.I. Packer, 

Michael Horton, 
Alister McGrath 
(who served as 
Principal), Nicky 
Gumbel, Michael 
Lindsey, Vaughan 
Roberts and many 

other influential 
evangelical leaders. 

Also, J.C. Ryle 
was part of getting 

Wycliffe Hall 
started.

N.T. Wright and I at Wycliffe Hall

I was grateful for the opportunity this Summer to take a class 
at Wycliffe Hall (at the University of Oxford) with 40 other 
students (thanks to the invitation of GTN Staff member, Dr. 
Doug Dorman). Well-known scholar and theologian N.T. 
Wright and others taught. The fingerprints of C.S. Lewis and 
J.R.R. Tolkien are still extensive throughout the city of Oxford.
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Hebrews 12:1-3

What drives us to continue to go to the “uttermost parts of the earth” (Acts 
1:8) to equip and encourage indigenous pastors? 

It’s the love of Christ. It compels us (2 Cor. 5:14). 

“And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for 
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.” 
(2 Cor. 5:15 NIV)

Again, as Jesus said, 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Therefore, plead with 
the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.’” 
(Matthew 9:38 NIV)

Thank you once again for your partnership in “sending out workers into His 
harvest.” We could not do this global ministry – now in 82 countries – without 
you! 

Did you know that when one indigenous pastor is trained, over 100 people (on 
average) are impacted?

Why? Because each indigenous pastor that receives GTN’s training oversees an aver-
age of 100 people within their congregation(s). Not only that, but this does not account 
for all of the lives touched outside of the church through the testimony of the members 
in each congregation. 

For example, if 100 pastors are trained, potentially 10,000 people are impacted.

And if each person within a congregation influences 10 other friends and family 
members, you realize that potentially 100,000 people can be impacted through the 
training of 100 pastors. 

This is one of the most compelling factors that God used to call me out of 25 years of 
pastoring and church planting to start Global Training Network. I recognized the mas-
sive need and the potential for strategic multiplication.

Imagine dropping a rock in the middle of a calm, still pool. What happens? Concentric 
circles of waves continue to radiate outward. 

And when you train a pastor or Christian leader, the ripple effects continue on for 
years, decades – and even generations to come.

The Ripple Effects of Your Ministry Partnership

Thank you!


