
How State Governments Can Help Communities Invest in Climate Resilience |  September 2020 50How State Governments Can Help Communities Invest in Climate Resilience |  September 2020

FRAMEWORK CHECKLIST:  
STATE CLIMATE RESILIENCE ACTIONS
This checklist provides state government leaders and 
stakeholders with a quick way to self-assess their  
progress on developing and implementing an approach 
to strengthening climate resilience. 

The checklist uses the framework for state resilience 
(rows 1-14) and the recommendations for developing 
a state-local climate resilience financial system (rows 
15-24) that are contained in “How State Governments 
Can Help Communities Invest in Climate Resilience.” 

For each row, check whichever column best describes 
the state’s current situation. 

A completed checklist will suggest areas that need 
strengthening to further state resilience and can be 
compared annually to gauge progress. 

DOES THE STATE... No and no plan 
to do this

State is  
planning to  
do this

State is 
starting to 
implement this 
statewide

State is well 
down the 
road of imple-
menting this 
statewide

Don’t know

1	 Have an interdepartmental body to  
coordinate climate resilience action s s s s s

2	 Have principles or other guidance for state 
investment in resilience building s s s s s

3	 Have a state climate resilience plan s s s s s

4	 Have resilience standards for state 
infrastructure s s s s s

5	 Have resilience standards for new  
buildings in the state s s s s s

6	 Have resilience policies for utilities  
(e.g. water, electric) s s s s s

7	 Have an insurance commission with  
climate-risk policies for the insurance sector s s s s s

8	 Dedicate specific revenues/funds for use  
in climate resilience strengthening s s s s s

9	 Generate additional revenue exclusively  
for resilience building s s s s s

10	 Have criteria for investing state funds 
equitably in climate resilience s s s s s

11	 Have research, funding, outreach, or  
other resilience-building partnerships with 
universities, nonprofits or networks

s s s s s
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12	 Have an agenda for federal policies/programs 
to support state and local resilience building s s s s s

13	 Include resilience building in the state’s  
all hazard mitigation plan s s s s s

14	 Provide ways for local governments to 
address regional and metropolitan resilience 
challenges and opportunities 

s s s s s

15	 Provide local governments with  
climate data and risk analysis s s s s s

16	 Provide local governments with technical 
guidance and assistance for developing 
climate resilience plans

s s s s s

17	 Provide local governments with 
communications assets/support for building 
public commitment to resilience

s s s s s

18	 Provide local governments with support in 
developing local “ready to go” projects for 
resilience building

s s s s s

19	 Provide local governments with authority to 
generate and spend local funds for resilience s s s s s

20	 Provide local governments with ways to 
leverage private investments for local 
resilience development

s s s s s

21	 Have funds that can be used to buy  
out at-risk properties s s s s s

22	 Provide real estate developers or owners with 
incentives to strengthen property resilience s s s s s

23	 Have building codes that require strengthened 
resilience of properties and buildings s s s s s

24	 Have an infrastructure bank whose funds  
can be used for resilience strengthening s s s s s
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