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Welcome!
Welcome to this Benefice Profile and Role Description…
and welcome to the Diocese of Winchester!
The Diocese of
Winchester is an
exciting place to be . . .

“As the Father sent
me so I send you
. . . Receive the
Spirit” (John 20:21)

At the heart of our life here is the desire to be always Living the Mission of Jesus. We are
engaged in a strategic process to deliver a mission-shaped Diocese, in which parochial, pastoral
and new forms of pioneering and radical ministry all flourish. Infused with God’s missionary
Spirit we want three character traits to be clearly
visible in how we live:
•

Passionate personal spirituality

•

Pioneering faith communities

•

Prophetic global citizens

North West
Hampshire Benefice

The Diocese of Winchester is an exciting place to
be at the moment. We wait with eager anticipation
to see how this process will unfold. We pray that, if
God is calling you to join us in his mission in this
part of the world, he will make his will abundantly
clear to you.
www.winchester.anglican.org/resources-archive/?s=&resourcecategory=missionaction-planning

		
Tim Dakin
Bishop of Winchester		

we are developing our
capacity to support each
other and to engage
with new forms of
ministry
links with the diocese of
Mityana in Uganda

David Williams
Bishop of Basingstoke

Whitchurch Deanery is as beautiful as any other part of Hampshire, an area of rolling
downland in the north together with the upper Test valley, bounded by the Berkshire border
and the A303. Our 25 churches serve a population of some 25,000 many of whom take
advantage of our excellent transport links to work in London or the large towns that surround
us. As a deanery we seek to enable our seven benefices to respond to the diocesan vision, and
in particular we are developing our capacity to support each other and to engage with new
forms of ministry. Our clergy chapter offers encouragement to its members and the space
for reflection on our shared ministry. A notable feature of the deanery is the dynamism and
warmth of our links with the diocese of Mityana in Uganda and many visits in each direction
have been undertaken over recent years.
			
		Kelvin Inglis, Area Dean of Whitchurch Deanery
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Introduction
Thank you for your interest in the post of Associate Priest,
working as part of our Ministry Team across the five
parishes of the North West Hampshire Benefice, living in
and ministry focused within the parish of Highclere.
lively communities here
at the crossroads
of England

We pray that learning about us will help you discern whether God might be calling you to join
our ministry among these lively communities here at the crossroads of England, where we
enjoy a wonderful combination of stunningly beautiful countryside, a great mix of people, easy
access to the busy town of Newbury and excellent road and rail links.
The area covered by the parishes is essentially rural with a combined population of about
4,500 people. Of these about three quarters live in clusters in the parishes of Woolton Hill
and Highclere. Planning restrictions have largely limited growth in new housing to some
‘back garden’ building, but Woolton Hill is expanding with some 60 new houses. High quality
employment opportunities in the Thames valley to the north east and ease of access to many
major towns and cities, including London, have made this a popular choice of home for those
who commute to work. Importantly there are also many in our parishes who have lived here
all their lives and whose livelihood in one way or another is linked to the land, farming or
local estates. Our parishes are well served by schools: there is a Church of England VA Primary
School in the parish of East Woodhay, a Church of England VC Infant School and a County
Junior School in Woolton Hill, an independent preparatory school in Highclere and secondary
schools are nearby in neighbouring Burghclere or Newbury.
In September 2009 our five parishes came together as the North West Hampshire Benefice; the
characteristics of each parish are described further in Appendix A. Together we find strength
in shared ministry and support in mission but each parish is also proud of, and inspired by,
its own distinctive Christian heritage. In Ashmansworth our Saxon and Norman church, St
James’, is geographically the ‘highest church in Hampshire’; in the tiny hamlet of Crux Easton
our Georgian gem, St Michael & All Angels’ Church, commands wide and distant views; in
East Woodhay the excellent acoustics of St Martin’s Church make it a fine place for worship
and also for recordings and concerts; through a quirk of history our largest village Woolton
Hill is served by the church with the shortest history, St Thomas’, because the area was formerly
part of the parish of East Woodhay. The parish of Highclere, which we see as the focus for our
new Associate Priest, is our second largest community and the current fine Parish Church of
St Michael & All Angels was built by the fourth Earl of Carnarvon; the present Earl and the
Bishop of Winchester are joint patrons of the Benefice. Within the parish Highclere Castle
(now perhaps more famous as ‘Downton Abbey’) and its working estate are both a major
feature and an important part of the local community.

Our new Associate Priest
may be assured of a
warm welcome

Our new Associate Priest may be assured of a warm welcome in Highclere and across the
Benefice; we hope and pray that (s)he will bring a deep and confident faith, fresh thinking and
their own special skills and experience to join us in the vital task of making Christ known in
our communities.
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Introduction - continued
the still, misty mornings
at church when there’s
an early service

Our previous Associate Priest commented: “I shall miss particularly: the still, misty mornings at
church when there’s an early service; looking into the field behind our house for wildlife. I shall
remember your cheerful enthusiasm and energy, people of quiet faith who give of themselves, those
whose families have lived here in the past and who have stories to tell.”
You will find in this profile further information about our parishes and current priorities in
ministry and mission along with the role description for the post of Associate Priest. For more
information or an informal discussion about this vacancy please contact:
The Revd Christine Dale, 01635 253323 or e-mail cdale001@btinternet.com.

The North West
Hampshire Benefice:
further our mission to
make Christ known . . .

Our mission and priorities
The Benefice was inaugurated in September 2009 as the
outcome of a period of consultation and following the
retirement of the previous Rector of Ashmansworth, Crux
Easton, and Highclere. This has brought these parishes
together along with those of East Woodhay and Woolton
Hill under the leadership of their former Rector, the Revd
Christine Dale. In these first years we have worked at
establishing patterns of ministry and worship to promote,
sustain and further the place of the church in each parish,
nurture faith and further our mission to make Christ known in
our communities.

North West Hampshire Benefice
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Our mission and priorities - continued
During 2015, through research, reflection, and discussion in all our PCCs we have taken a
fresh look at our priorities and objectives and, in accordance with Diocesan strategy, begun
compiling a Mission Action Plan.

As parishes together we seek to . . .
. . . make Christ known in our communities
sharing in worship
growing in faith

to encourage a range of
ministries that support,
enhance and contribute to
our worship and prayer

loving our neighbour
telling our story
resourcing our ministry.

An agreed monthly pattern of a variety of services (see Appendix C) enables all churches to
offer regular Sunday services and worship at Festivals, and to encourage a range of ministries
that support, enhance and contribute to our worship and prayer. In August each year
congregations travel together Sunday by Sunday as ‘pilgrims’ visiting each church in turn for
a Benefice Communion; this has become a much appreciated coming together of folk and
significant in furthering relationships between our parishes.
We work together at faith development and discipleship through sermons, home groups,
annual Lent groups, occasional courses and some children’s and young people’s groups. We
have good relationships and engagement with our local schools and a strong pastoral ministry
through occasional offices and pastoral contacts.
We take seriously the ministry of presence and engagement within all our parishes through
community activities, welcome, hospitality, fêtes and social events. We also take pride in
keeping the witness to Christ in our communities visible through the upkeep and accessibility
of our much loved church buildings and churchyards. Charitable causes which are close to our
heart include, amongst others, the Children’s Society, Loose Ends (supporting the homeless in
Newbury) and Shelterbox. We are also active in engaging with the Whitchurch Deanery link
with the Diocese of Mityana, Uganda. We seek to support and resource our varied ministry
through a weekly notice sheet, monthly magazines, festival leaflets at Christmas and Easter,
administration and stewardship.
Recent research in our parishes has affirmed our common strengths as:

Festival services bring
together large numbers
from our parishes

▶

Celebration of the Christian Festivals (especially at Christmas, Mothering Sunday,
Easter, Harvest and also Remembrance) when services bring together large numbers
from our parishes. Feedback tells us these services are much appreciated and their
broad appeal shows the value of the energy and attention to detail given by the ‘home
team’ in each church, in collaboration with members of the Ministry Team, to all aspects
of services, decoration of churches and focused invitation and publicity.

North West Hampshire Benefice
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Our mission and priorities - continued
▶

Open, accessible and well loved church buildings, and churchyards which are much
visited and valued as places of peace and remembrance.

▶

Strong community links recognised through many social (and often also successful fund
raising) activities which in many cases bring the community together, especially the
fêtes.

We rejoice that our churches have a valued place in all our communities. In Ashmansworth,
for example, in our recent research it was said that ‘when things are going well you cannot tell
the difference between the church and community’ – others of our parishes could claim this too.
But we recognise that whilst our festival services are full and vibrant and our fêtes and social
activities lively and successful, our regular and core congregations are all getting older and
there are fewer people to shoulder the responsibilities of church life.

our churches have a
valued place in all our
communities

opportunities offered
by our strengths of
worship, celebration and
hospitality

So we believe that the challenges that face us as we seek to make Christ known in our
communities are to be more effective in building on the opportunities offered by our strengths
of worship, celebration and hospitality; also to grow in both faith and numbers and to broaden
and re-imagine our mission, especially in reaching new generations. Each PCC has identified
some local objectives and some common themes have emerged - especially the need to take a
fresh look at how we reach out to families (including children and young people), and a desire
to improve our communications so that we may be more effective at both telling our story and
also promoting and connecting all that we do. As parishes together we have agreed to support
our PCCs through shared objectives which are:
▶

To establish and consolidate administrative support to release and facilitate ministry,
including the development of a benefice website for shared information and as gateway
to individual parish websites already in existence. (PCCs have committed to fund part
time administrative support and in July 2015 the Rector and a newly appointed Benefice
Co-ordinator began to put this support in place).

▶

To support all PCCs in their resolve to focus on reaching new generations through a
representative working group tasked with considering how the benefice might best
work together in improving provision for families and children. (The working party
with a representative from each PCC, together with the Rector, will begin work in 2016
and will give initial priority to reviewing the monthly pattern of services in the light of
research feedback from families; recommendations will be made for consideration by
the PCCs. We hope that our new Associate Priest will be able to share in implementing
or developing new initiatives).

▶

To recognise and celebrate our strengths and promote what we do.

take a fresh look at how
we reach out to families

In the medium term we will review and build on the foundations made and work towards a
common strategy which is realistic in enabling and resourcing the ministry which is better
shared, whilst also making room for each parish to develop its own identity through focus on
local strengths and new opportunities.

North West Hampshire Benefice
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Our Team
Each parish has its own character and remains distinct,
with its own churchwardens and PCCs. Matters of shared
interest or concern are overseen by a Benefice Council
(membership being the Incumbent and two representatives
from each PCC) which meets three times a year. Our new
Associate Priest will join Benefice Council meetings.
The Incumbent leads the Ministry Team which works to resource and enable worship and
ministry across the benefice; it includes three Licensed Lay Ministers, one Lay Preacher and
one Licensed Lay Minister in training. Our new Associate Priest will be a full member of the
Ministry Team, which gathers weekly for Morning Prayer and meets every four to six weeks for
review, planning and encouragement. The team comprises:

Rector: The Revd Christine Dale
Christine has been ordained since 1994 and served in the Diocese of Oxford before being
appointed incumbent of the United Benefice of East Woodhay and Woolton Hill in 2002.
She journeyed with us through the reorganization which brought the North West Hampshire
Benefice into being in 2009.
‘It is a privilege and a joy to serve the people of these beautiful parishes. Every day in ministry
there is still something new and much opportunity to discover afresh the grace of God at work.
These last few years have been a time of change as our parishes have joined together: it has not
always been easy and there are surely more challenges to come, but our parishes are full of life and
opportunity and together we look forward with hope and confidence in the Gospel.’
Christine is interested in pilgrimage (she walked the Camino de Santiago while on sabbatical in
2013) and dogs (sadly bereft at the moment!…)

our parishes are full of
life and opportunity
and together we look
forward with hope and
confidence in the Gospel

Rosemary Cahill has been a Licensed Lay Minister for 14 years and her vocation was
nurtured in the parishes of Woolton Hill and East Woodhay. She is now officially Reader
Emeritus although still contributes much in ministry. At present Rosemary’s top priority is
to be carer for her husband Kit (who has myeloma), but she says ‘I still play tennis, garden,
volunteer at the local surgery and have a ministry of the ‘twiddly bits!’
Mary Herbert is a Licensed Lay Minister who moved to Woolton Hill just as our new
benefice was formed, her ministry having been nurtured first in Staffordshire and then
Pembrokeshire. Mary sees herself as an evangelist and seeks new opportunities for sharing the
Gospel. There is other evidence of her intrepid spirit - she says ‘I enjoyed abseiling in the Peak
District but admit to crossing Crib Goch in Snowdonia on my hands and knees because no-one
brought a rope!’
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Our Team - continued
Horace Mitchell has been a Licensed Lay Minister for 14 years. His vocation was
nurtured in the parishes of Highclere, Ashmansworth and Crux Easton. Horace says of himself
that he is ‘really, really old’, amongst his achievements he notes that he produced Europe’s first
non-academic website. He says ‘my favourite book is Connie Spry, my favourite musical is The
Glums and my favourite place … where else… Highclere of course!’
Angela Myers has been a Lay Worship Leader for 11 years. She lives part time in London
and part time in Crux Easton. She says ‘I paint when I can and keep up my French, despite more
usually going to Spain with my new husband David.’
Mike Sarson is in his final year of training to be a Licensed Lay Minister. Mike’s vocation
has been nurtured across our parishes but particularly in Ashmansworth where he has been
a key member of the Messy Church team. Mike says ‘my late development - in ministry as in
some other things - included taking my Gap year to work abroad for a holiday company in Italy
and France when I was 55 - followed by a return to my office desk.’

there are many who are
an essential part of the
extended ministry of all
our parishes

Sue Hopkinson is our newly appointed Benefice Co-ordinator. Sue works part time from
home and sometimes at The Rectory. This is a new and developing initiative for our Benefice
and our aim is to establish an administrative hub which will release and facilitate ministry.
. . . and there are many who are an essential part of the extended ministry of all our parishes,
including:
▶

Ten committed and hardworking churchwardens, treasurers, secretaries and
PCC members.

▶

Regular organists at East Woodhay and Highclere, and at our other churches, the
support of a number of organists who live locally, along with other musicians.

▶

Church choirs at East Woodhay, Highclere and Woolton Hill.

▶

The support of bellringers at East Woodhay, Highclere and Woolton Hill.

▶

A growing group of people confident to assist in services, lead children and young
people’s ministry and other developing ministries.

▶

Dedicated teams of flower arrangers at each church.

▶

Faithful groups of volunteers doing most of the practical jobs and caring for the
buildings and churchyards.

But our team is not complete! We have an Associate Priest shaped hole –
might you be the priest to join us?  We are praying for you . . .

North West Hampshire Benefice
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Role Description
join us in our
mission to make
Christ known in our
communities . . .

We are seeking to appoint an Associate Priest (House
for Duty) who will join us in our mission to make Christ
known in our communities, and be committed to support
our current ministry and share in developing our mission
priorities.
The role is for an Associate Priest who will make their home in the parish of Highclere and will
work in collaboration with the Ministry Team, led by the incumbent, across the parishes. It is
intended that the Associate Priest will be able to focus their ministry in particular within the
parish and communities of Highclere and that, within the context of our shared priorities and
accountable to the incumbent, (s)he will take a lead with liturgical and pastoral matters in the
parish.
The Associate Priest will reside at The Clergy House, 2 Flexford Close, Highclere.
We are seeking an Associate Priest who will:

Spirituality
▶

be a confident and creative spiritual leader, drawing on the riches of scripture,
traditions, beliefs and practices of the Church of England;

▶

have an open and inclusive approach to all, welcoming and able to journey with
individuals at different stages in life and faith;

▶

be a person of prayer and have a lively faith to share.

Worship and preaching
▶

be skilled and confident in leading worship of a variety of styles, including the Book of
Common Prayer and Common Worship;

▶

be skilled and creative in leading, and enabling others to lead or contribute to, worship
which is accessible to families, children and young people;

▶

be an enthusiastic, inspiring and effective interpreter, preacher and teacher of the
Gospel;

▶

be committed to work with, support and encourage the many lay people who currently
contribute to services, and be active in encouraging others to contribute.

Leadership and collaboration
▶

be a collaborative, inspirational and approachable member of the Ministry Team who is
committed to building and sustaining relationships;

▶

be willing and able to take the lead as appropriate and enable others to share in
leadership;

▶

be a good communicator, with a sense of humour.

North West Hampshire Benefice
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Role Description - continued
Discipleship, learning and nurture
▶

be skilled in, and committed to, nurturing faith and discipleship in all ages;

▶

be discerning of the gifts in others and able to inspire, encourage and support them in
developing their gifts and taking their place within the life of the church;

▶

bring experience of leading small groups and enabling and supportive of others in so
doing;

▶

be committed to his/her own learning and development.

Evangelism and engagement with social justice
▶

be confident in speaking of his/her own Christian conviction and enable others to
articulate and share their faith;

▶

bring positive experience of furthering relationships between church and schools and
who will work with the incumbent to deepen our links with local schools and their
communities;

▶

be willing and able to engage with families, children and young people;

▶

have an open and inclusive vision for church and the community and contribute to
the visible presence of the clergy in the whole community, especially in the parish of
Highclere.

Pastoral care
▶

be sensitive to and develop an understanding of the varied needs of our diverse parishes,
especially the parish of Highclere;

▶

demonstrate the mercy and love of Christ through his/her care of others;

▶

enjoy pastoral encounters made through occasional offices and build on the positive
links into the wider parish communities which these offer;

▶

have the skills to, with the incumbent, develop further and support the team of Lay
Pastoral Assistants.

Stewardship, finances and parish organisation
▶

be an effective delegator, efficient manager of his/her own time and able to say ‘no’
graciously;

▶

be a confident user of information technology and keen to capitalise on the benefits it
can bring, especially to communications;

▶

help us to recognise, and realise, the link between our vision for our parishes and our
commitment in time, skills and finances.

Ecumenism and links with other bodies
▶

be able and willing to work with Christians of other denominations wherever possible;

▶

work with and encourage others who serve the local community;

▶

be familiar with the mission and strategy of Deanery and Diocese and make links with
our local priorities.
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Appendix A:

Our five parishes

St.  MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS’, HIGHCLERE (Population 1700, electoral roll: 92)
The parish of Highclere is a diverse community. Highclere Castle
(aka ‘Downton Abbey’) and its working estate take up part of the
parish. The area of Penwood contains three large housing estates;
one private and two former council estates and a small shop is
located here. The centre of the parish borders on Woolton Hill
and includes the busy Village Hall, the popular Red House pub
and Thorngrove Preparatory School. The southern end, which
contains the Yew Tree pub and restaurant, leads up to the Downs.
For primary education the parish is in the catchment area of the
infant and junior schools located in Woolton Hill, some local
children attend St Martin’s School, East Woodhay.

a good mix of longstanding
residents with more recent
arrivals . . . many of whom
arrive and never leave!

Highclere is a great place to live, with a strong community spirit
in a beautiful rural environment but close to Newbury and good
road and rail connections, excellent facilities and high levels of
employment. There are many local clubs and societies including
St Michael’s Ladies, the Highclere Society (which aims to maintain
and improve the quality of life in the village), the Phoenix Club
(risen from the ashes of the WI!) and Evergreens (a friendship group). The church magazine
is widely distributed. There is a good mix of longstanding residents with more recent arrivals
from London and elsewhere – many of whom arrive and never leave!
The biggest event in the village is the annual church fête held on the second Saturday in June
(the bottle stall has an endless queue!), the second biggest event is a well supported Charity
Walk after Christmas, which tends to alternate between Highclere and Woolton Hill. The
Village Hall is well used and community events there include the Harvest Supper, Wassail,
a Film Club, short mat bowling, Scottish Country Dancing, flower arranging and various
entertainments organised by an active committee.
The church: the congregation appreciate services from the Book of Common Prayer and
choral Matins at 11.00am on two Sundays each month has been a mainstay of our worship.
There is also a said Holy Communion at 8.00am on two Sundays each month. A service of
Parish Communion using Common Worship Order One is on the first Sunday with a monthly
Benefice Communion rotating with St Thomas’, Woolton Hill on a third Sunday.
Our congregation is ageing but we are plotting renewal! We are praying for someone who
will join us, lead us in worship with enthusiasm and vigour, inspire and challenge us through
preaching and help to surface and develop new leaders among the large numbers who come to
the ‘big’ services but not necessarily on regular Sundays.
A team working alongside the PCC is well advanced in forming a charity, Friends of St
Michael & All Angels’ Church, Highclere, to bring secular enthusiasts to bear in sustaining and
enhancing the church buildings, artefacts and grounds, which we hope will release energy for
mission and renewal. The church, by Sir George Gilbert Scott, dates from 1870 but contains
many much earlier treasures dating from Tudor times. There are strong historic links to

we are plotting renewal . . .
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Our five parishes - continued
Highclere Castle, formerly (inter alia) a palace of the Bishops of Winchester, near to which the
earlier church building was located, with its churchyard still open and a neighbouring cemetery
chapel. The current church stands between the Castle and the village, at some distance from
most of the houses. The church is in good repair, clean and well-kept, and has a link corridor
with toilet leading to a church room and annex. The PCC is putting in place plans to use a
recent legacy to update these tired and poorly heated rooms to better facilitate hospitality
as well as welcome community activities. There is a peal of eight bells and a strong ringing
tradition.

St.  JAMES’, ASHMANSWORTH (Population 220, electoral roll: 50)

particularly known for its
commemoration of
English music . . .
“A church that makes
you feel the music”

The church is located towards the southern end of the village which itself describes the southern
end of the Benefice. The chancel is thought to have been part of a former Saxon Church while
the nave dates from the early 12th century. The roof and tower were the subject of a major
restoration project in the mid 1990s supported by English Heritage and the exterior was
repainted in 2009. Services (which
are regularly attended by members
of other Christian denominations)
are based on the Book of Common
Prayer supported by a modern
Allen electronic organ. Seating for
45 can be increased to over 100 for
special services or periodic concerts.
Listed Grade 1 it is particularly
known for its commemoration of
English music, wall paintings and
association with the composer
Gerald Finzi whose family still live
locally. Normally open during
daylight hours, its inclusion in
Simon Jenkins’ England’s Thousand
Best Churches contributes to a
steady flow of visitors from the UK
and overseas. In 2015 visitors came from Denmark, Switzerland, Netherlands, Turkey, Australia
and the United States. Comments include: “Thank you, Simon Jenkins, for sending me to this
church”; “A beautiful church full of history”; “A church that makes you feel the music”; “Such a
lovely country church; I will return”.
The parish (http://www.ashmansworth-pc.gov.uk/Ashmansworth-Parish-Council/Default.aspx)
is located on the North Hampshire Downs, an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, reputedly
on the site of the highest medieval village on the chalk in England. Houses of varying sizes,
listings and ages are scattered in a longitudinal arrangement within the Conservation Area and
include two working farms. The village is a popular starting off point for walkers over its many
footpaths and Wayfarer’s Walk.
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Our five parishes - continued
Residents of Ashmansworth are a dynamic mix of active retired and, more recently, younger
marrieds with families. Out of the changing mix has evolved Messy Church, a well supported
monthly gathering for worship, ‘mess’, and lunch in the Village Hall.
Village life centres around the church and Village Hall and activities are often planned for both
to benefit financially. In winter the Village Hall hosts bingo, exercise classes and ploughman’s
lunches. Recent memorable events, especially popular with visitors from outside the village,
have included Burns Suppers, quiz and race nights, barn dances and themed evenings.

Messy Church . . . for
worship, ‘mess’, and
lunch in the Village Hall

Reflecting Ashmansworth’s musical heritage a highly successful concert was recently given in St
James’ by the Quiristers of Winchester College, followed by dinner. Amongst summer events
particular success has been achieved with flower festivals, a dressage presentation, ‘giving’ days
with activities in a parishioner’s garden and for the competitive element there are strongly
contested spring and summer flower shows. The success of these events is built around a
strong core of accomplished parishioners.

St.  MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS’,
CRUX EASTON  (Population 60, electoral roll: 21)
The small hamlet of Crux Easton is set along
a cul-de-sac bordering Wayfarer’s Walk in
beautiful, open and sweeping countryside.
Traces of habitation go back to Roman times
and records of ownership of the hamlet exist
from the time of Edward the Confessor onwards.
There are some 26 houses with a population of
60 people, and farming traditions are strong. It
is a remote location with no shop, pub or school
(the latter was closed in 1945). Crux Easton
House, formerly The Rectory, has had some
interesting residents among whom was Geoffrey
de Havilland, famous as an aircraft engineer and
inventor and son of the then Rector. An event
commemorating the centenary of his first flight from nearby Seven Barrows field was held in
September 2010.
The church is regarded as a small Georgian gem and at capacity can seat 60 people. It is situated
at the south-western end of the hamlet. The existence of a church is recorded in The Domesday
Book. The present church was built in 1775, there was a major restoration in 1894 and again
in 1993 which included the installation of a Georgian style east window. Services are from the
Book of Common Prayer and there is a small electronic organ.

a priority to keep the
church building open
for visitors

The congregation is small in number and this brings many challenges for the PCC who
continue to do their best to serve the parish through occasional offices, festivals and a priority
to keep the church building open for visitors and those who seek a few quiet and peaceful
moments.
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Our five parishes - continued
St. MARTIN OF TOURS, EAST WOODHAY
(Population c.1000, electoral roll: 74)
The parish comprises the community of East
Woodhay surrounding the church, the hamlets
of East End, Gore End, Heath End, North End,
Ball Hill and Hatt Common. Despite the
geographic spread there is a strong sense of
community, supported by a Village Hall, a
flourishing public house and restaurant and monthly
community magazine, Spectrum, which also serves
Woolton Hill.

“nice to see an open, well
cared for church”
East Woodhay is a
thriving and active
community

The church, of St Martin of Tours, resides in more than an acre of land at the foot of the North
Wessex Downs, providing an idyllic rural and peaceful setting - demonstrated by the many
comments in the visitors’ book, such as: “most beautiful church I have seen”; “lovely church,
beautifully kept”, “nice to see an open, well cared for church”, “lovely area and a lovely church
too”. It is late Georgian, having been rebuilt in 1823, and can seat more than 220 people.
There are 74 on the electoral roll, around 30 of whom are regular worshippers although special
services such as Christmas Eve Midnight Mass regularly attract 150+. Sunday services use
either the BCP or Common Worship. In order to encourage younger families there is a Family
Communion once a month.
The church maintains strong links with St Martin’s Primary School in East End (http://stmartins.hants.sch.uk/). The Rector and Churchwardens are trustees and the Head Teacher
serves on the PCC. Some school services are held in church and the school children take an
active part in the church Christmas Carol Service and Mothering Sunday Service.
Community activities: East Woodhay is a thriving and active community. Examples include:
▶

the annual St Martin’s Guild Fête (http://eastwoodhayfete.org.uk/), held on the Spring
Bank Holiday and attended by more than 600 locals and visitors, which provides
enjoyment for all ages and raises funds for maintaining the church building and other
local charities;

▶

‘home groups’ of local Christian people from a variety of churches who meet weekly to
encourage one another in their Christian lives;

▶

the East End Coffee Barn opposite St Martin’s School (https://www.facebook.com/
East End Coffee Barn) is run by local Christians together to encourage community and
fellowship, it serves coffee, tea, cakes etc. on Thursday afternoons during school term;

▶

East Woodhay Silver Band (http://www.eastwoodhaysilverband.co.uk), a highly
accomplished group which plays at events throughout the year;

▶

East Woodhay Cricket Club (http://eastwoodhaycc.co.uk/);

▶

East Woodhay Twinning Association, (http://www.wooltonhill.com/our%20village/
twinning/twinning.html), organising trips to Normandy villages and hosting those who
visit from France;

▶

Mothers’ Union branch (for the North West Hampshire Benefice).
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Our five parishes - continued
St.  THOMAS THE APOSTLE, WOOLTON HILL (Population 1950, electoral roll: 71)
Woolton Hill is a rural village in the civic
parish of East Woodhay, and its position
only three miles from Newbury and a few
minutes from the A34 help to make it a very
desirable place to live. The village has a
Post Office/shop and a surgery with its own
pharmacy. Once a month there is a Village
Market at the Church Hall, which attracts
a wide range of stall holders. A mobile
library visits regularly. There are a number
of interest groups including the Gardeners’
Club, Twinning Association and an active
NWR (National Women’s Register) group.

a youth discussion group
has just been started

St. Thomas’ Church is in the centre of
the village, next to the Infant School and
the Church Hall. Consecrated in 1849,
St.Thomas’ is a grade II listed building with a seating capacity of around 220. The average
congregation for the monthly Parish Communion is around 45, and the monthly “All
Together” service attracts up to 22 children and 34 adults. Coffee is served after all main
services. The Sunday Club for infant and junior children meets monthly with the children
joining the end of the service in church. Alongside this a youth discussion group has just been
started. Services at festivals, especially Christmas, can attract large numbers. The churchyard
is well visited. There are two working parties a year, helping to maintain the whole area.
Wildflower meadows are now well established.
About six years ago the PCC began a major project to improve tired facilities at both the
church and Church Hall. The Living Stones Project was begun and has been well supported
by the church and the wider community. A very successful fundraising campaign meant that
work on refurbishing and extending the Church Hall was completed in October 2014. It now
attracts an increasing number of bookings, the new facilities are much appreciated and valued
and are a major part of church outreach and interaction with the wider community.

work on improving the
Church Hall was completed
in October 2014

The PCC is now turning its attention to the church part of the project and architects have been
appointed. The roof is in a poor state and its replacement will be the first phase of work as soon
as funds and permissions have been obtained. Heating the building has been an increasing
concern and renewing it will form the next stage of the project; this will offer the opportunity
to re-imagine the church’s interior to best facilitate the worship and mission needs of the
church. The church is open every day, cared for by a volunteer cleaning team and decorated by
a dedicated flower arranging group. We are fortunate to have an excellent team of organists, a
church choir and bands of bell-ringers and handbell ringers. Lay Pastoral Assistants help with
visiting and church members deliver Welcome Packs to new residents.
The Benefice Mothers’ Union branch meets monthly in the church and a new group, Pins and
Needles, has been set up recently to combine existing knitting and sewing groups in Highclere
and Woolton Hill. First Steps, a new parent and toddler group meets fortnightly in the Church
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Our five parishes - continued
Hall. The Social and Fundraising Committee arranges a variety of activities, the major ones
being the annual Fête and the Trivial Pursuits evening in February. These provide a positive
focus for fellowship and engagement with the wider community.
St. Thomas’ Church of England Controlled Infant School (http://www.stthomasinfant.co.uk/),
with up to 135 pupils, is next to the church. There are three Foundation Governors, one of
whom is the Rector. She visits regularly to take assemblies and meet children and staff. School
festival services are held in church and school groups regularly make educational visits to
church and churchyard.
Woolton Hill Junior School (http://www.wooltonhilljunior.co.uk/) has 180 pupils and is also
visited by the Rector. The school holds its annual Harvest and Christmas services in the church
and also uses it for educational visits.
Woolton Hill Preschool meets in the Church Hall every weekday in term time. The Hall
improvements have secured the future relationship with the Preschool as the children now
have a fully secure environment of an excellent standard.
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Appendix B:

ideal location for easy
access all over the
country
a balcony overlooking a
good-sized rear garden to
open countryside beyond

The Clergy House

The house is presented in good order and upstairs has four bedrooms and two bathrooms; the
large master bedroom has a balcony overlooking a good-sized rear garden to open countryside
beyond. Downstairs rooms include: a kitchen, dining room, sitting room, study and
cloakroom. In addition there is a double garage and store room. Heating and hot water are
provided by an oil fired boiler.
The Diocese is responsible for upkeep of the house and for payment of Council Tax and Water
Rates. The house is located in the south of the parish of Highclere, the popular Red House pub
is within a few minutes’ walk. Although in the heart of the countryside it is only four miles
from the busy town of Newbury and 15 minutes drive from the M4, with the A34 and A303
nearby. Mainline railway stations are available at Basingstoke, Newbury, and Whitchurch.
It is an ideal location for easy access all over the country.

9.30am
Parish Communion (CW)
(with Sunday Club
and Youth Discussion Group)
Woolton Hill

11.00am
Matins
Highclere

9.30am
All Together
(a service planned with all ages in
mind)
Woolton Hill

9.30am
(quarterly in September, December,
March & June)
Holy Communion (BCP)
Crux Easton
11.00am
Parish Communion (CW)
Highclere

10.00am Holy Communion (CW) at Woolton Hill

North West Hampshire Benefice: Profile 2015 Associate Priest

Wednesdays

6.00pm
Evensong
Ashmansworth

11.00am
Family Communion (CW)
East Woodhay

8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
Highclere

8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
East Woodhay

11.00am
Messy Church
(school term time only in Village Hall)
Ashmansworth
6.00pm
Evensong
East Woodhay

2nd Sunday

1st Sunday

6.00pm
Evensong
Crux Easton

12 noon
Baptism Service
as needed

4th Sunday

11.00am
Parish Communion (CW)
East Woodhay

11.00am
Matins
Highclere

9.30am
Holy Communion (BCP)
Ashmansworth

9.30am
Morning Worship (CW)
Woolton Hill

8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
Highclere
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10.00am
Benefice Communion (CW)
alternating between
Highclere and Woolton Hill

8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
East Woodhay

3rd Sunday

Monthly Pattern of Services

12 noon
Baptism Service
as needed

10.00am
Benefice Communion (CW)
in one of our churches

5th Sunday
(also Sundays in August and Sunday
after Christmas)

...making Christ known in our communities

Ashmansworth + Crux Easton + East Woodhay + Highclere + Woolton Hill

North West
Hampshire
Benefice
Monthly
worship
pattern
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Appendix D:

Some Statistics

Sunday attendance, festival numbers, occasional offices

Ashmansworth
2015 2014 2013
Baptisms

1

0

0

Crux Easton

Highclere

East Woodhay

Woolton Hill

Total

2015 2014 2013 2015 2014 2013 2015 2014 2013 2015 2014 2013 2015 2014 2013
0

0

0

7

Marriages
0
1
2
1
0
1
2
						
Funerals
0
0
0
2
0
1
2
		
Total attendance:
158 179 122
39
58
30 401
Christmas
					
Communicants:
61
53
43
19
31
13 131
Christmas
							
Total attendance:
68
48
44
11
8
11 120
Easter Sunday
						
Communicants:
46
40
38
7
8
11 106
Easter Sunday
						
Harvest
39
20
36
10
8
12
79
Average attendance
on a regular Sunday
12
14
13
6
7
8
32
in October
				
						
						
Notes:
Christmas includes all Christmas Services including Carol Services.
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Appendix E:

Benefice map
To M4 and Oxford

St Martin’s
East Woodhay

A34

Newbury

St Thomas’
Woolton Hill
Rectory

St Michael & All Angels’
Highclere
Clergy House

St James’
Ashmansworth

St Michael & All Angels’
Crux Easton

A34

A343

To Andover

To Winchester/South

