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Oregon Eastside Forests Restoration, Old-Growth Protection and Jobs Act of 2011 
(S.220.IS, 112th Congress) 

 

Collaboration Required and Collaborative Groups 
Empowered by Legislation 

 
Collaboration is required by the proposed legislation—especially through collaborative groups 
already established (or established later), which are more empowered by the bill. 
 
A. Two purposes of the proposed legislation directly address collaborative groups: 
 

(5) to promote collaboration in the communities of the eastside National Forests 
of the State to respond to critical threats to forest and watershed health and to 
support natural resource- and restoration-based economies; [Sec. 2(5)]…. 
 
(7) to provide the Secretary, collaborative groups, and the public with 
independent scientific advice for restoring forest health and watershed health in 
the eastside National Forests of the State. [Sec. 2(7)] 

 
B. An entire section of the legislation specifically addresses and empowers 
collaborative groups: 
 

SEC. 9. COLLABORATION. 
 
(a) COLLABORATIVE GROUPS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—To assist in the development of the restoration assessment 
and the projects needed to accomplish the purposes of this Act in the covered 
area, the Secretary shall consult with, and con- sider the recommendations of, 
any collaborative group that meets the criteria described in paragraph (2). 
(2) COLLABORATIVE GROUPS.—A collaborative group under paragraph (1) 
means a group that— 

(A) is interested in the implementation of this Act; 
(B) includes multiple individuals rep- resenting diverse interests that 
include— 

(i) environmental organizations; 
(ii) timber and forest products industry representatives; and 
(iii) county governments; 

(C) operates— 
(i) in a transparent and nonexclusive manner; and 
(ii) by consensus or in accordance with voting procedures to 
ensure a high degree of agreement among participants and across 
various interests; and 

(D) requires a level of participation sufficient to ensure that members of 
the collaborative group are adequately informed before each decision.  
 

(b) MULTIPARTY MONITORING.—The Secretary, in consultation with the relevant 
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collaborative groups, may develop a multiparty monitoring plan for any vegetation 
management project carried out under this Act. [Sec. 9] 

 
C. The bill requires the Forest Service to select a "principal agency contact" for 
implementation of this new act, with one of the duties being to: 
 

(B) facilitate communications among— 
(i) the advisory panel; 
(ii) collaborative groups; 
(iii) employees of the Forest Service; and 
(iv) any other stakeholders (including the public). [Sec. 10(c)(2)(B)] 

 
D. The proposed legislation would launch an "initiative" that would, among other 
things: 
 

(D) to promote cooperation and collaboration in the management of National Forest 
System land; 
(E) to carry out collaborative projects to restore forest health and watershed health and 
to reduce the risk of uncharacteristic disturbances from fire, insects, and disease to 
communities, watersheds, and natural resources through a collaborative process of 
planning, prioritizing, and implementing ecological restoration, hazardous fuel 
reduction, and other vegetation management projects [Sec. 3(7)] 

 
E. The Forest Service would be required to consider opportunities that, among others 
“to increase stakeholder participation through collaborative groups.” [Sec. 4(b)(1)(M)] 
 
F. Collaborative groups must be consulted before the Forest Service exercises an 
exception process that allows the cutting of trees larger than 21 inches DBH for defined 
ecological or administrative reasons. [Sec. 4(e)(3)] 
 
G. The Eastside Forest Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel is to advise, among 
others, collaborative groups. [Sec. 6(a)(2)] 
 
H. The Forest Service is required to consider the views of the relevant collaborative 
groups in carrying out ecological restoration projects. [Sec. 8(a)(2)(B)(3)] 
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