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Basic	  Oregon	  Wilderness	  Stats	  
•  Oregon	  has	  47	  Wilderness	  Areas	  totaling	  
2,457,473	  acres.	  

•  AddiConal	  PotenCal	  Oregon	  Wilderness	  totals	  
7,335,998	  acres.	  
– “Forest”	  
•  3,306,000	  acres	  in	  152	  units	  >5,000	  acres	  
•  1,449,000	  acres	  in	  749	  units	  <5,000	  acres	  in	  size	  

–  Total	  “Forested”:	  4,755,000	  acres	  
– “Desert”	  
•  4,650,000	  acres	  in	  units	  <5,000	  acres	  in	  size	  
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Addi$ons	  to	  the	  Na$onal	  Wilderness	  Preserva$on	  System	  in	  Oregon	  

Year	   Acreage	  

1964	   662,847	  

1968	   100,208	  

1970	   36	  

1972	   72,420	  

1975	   131,133	  

1978	   273,099	  

1984	   856,956	  

1996	   13,353	  

2000	   174,744	  

2009	   195,277	  

Timing	  MaPers	  



Acres	  MaPer	  
US	  Senator	   Years	  in	  Office	   Wilderness	  Acreage	  

Mark	  O.	  HaRield	  (Rep.)	   1967-‐1966	   1,477,205	  

Bob	  Packwood	  (Rep.)	   1969-‐1995	   1,333,644	  

Wayne	  Morse	  (Rep./Ind./Dem.)	   1945-‐1968	   763,055	  

Ron	  Wyden	  (Dem.)	   1995-‐	   383,374	  

Maurine	  Neuberger	   1960-‐1966	   662,847	  

Gordon	  Smith	  (Rep.)	   1997-‐2008	   370,021	  

Jeff	  Merkley	  (Dem.)	   2008-‐	   195,277	  

Member	  of	  Congress	  	  

Jim	  Weaver	  (D-‐4th-‐OR)	   1975-‐1986	   1,130,055	  

Peter	  DeFazio	   1987-‐	   383,784	  



Output	  MaPers	  
Member	   Years	  in	  Office	   Average	  Wilderness	  Acres	  

Per	  Year	  

Rep.	  Jim	  Weaver	   12	   94,171	  

Sen.	  Mark	  HaQield	   30	   48,240	  

Sen.	  Jeff	  Merkley	   6	  (so	  far)	   32,546	  (so	  far)	  

Sen.	  Ron	  Wyden*	   19	  (so	  far)	   20,178	  (so	  far)	  

Rep.	  Peter	  DeFazio	   27	  (so	  far)	   14,199	  (so	  far)	  

*	  Rep.	  Wyden’s	  average	  annual	  Wilderness	  output	  while	  in	  the	  House	  of	  
RepresentaCves	  was	  57,130	  acres/year.	  If	  one	  add	  Wyden’s	  Senate	  and	  House	  
combined	  service	  of	  34	  years	  (so	  far),	  his	  annual	  average	  output	  is	  57,130	  acres/year	  
(so	  far).	  





RelaCve	  Size	  MaPers	  
Oregon	  

Congressional	  
District	  

Current	  Member	   Percentage	  of	  State’s	  Land	  
Area	  

1	   Susan	  Bonamici	  (Dem.)	   3%	  

2	   Greg	  Walden	  (Rep.)	   72%	  

3	   Earl	  Blumenauer	  (Dem.)	   1%	  

4	   Peter	  DeFazio	  (Dem)	   18%	  

5	   Kurt	  Schrader	   6%	  

At	  the	  Cme	  (2000)	  when	  the	  congressional	  districts	  were	  last	  redrawn,	  each	  had	  
essenCally	  equal	  populaCons,	  or	  one-‐figh	  of	  all	  Oregonians.	  



Four	  PoliCcal	  OpCons	  for	  Engaging	  Locals	  in	  re	  
New	  Wilderness	  Areas	  

•  1.	   	  Convince;	  
•  2.	   	  Leverage;	  
•  3.	   	  Bribe;	  and/or	  
•  4.	  Roll.	  
As	  these	  are	  federal	  public	  lands	  belonging	  equally	  to	  all	  Americans,	  locals	  should	  
have	  no	  more	  say	  than	  do	  people	  living	  not	  local.	  



1.	  Convince	  

•  Check	  Your	  Demography	  
•  Hood	  River	  and	  Wasco	  CounCes	  
•  LaBendmondville	  (Deschutes,	  Jefferson	  and	  
Crook	  CounCes)	  

•  Multnomah	  



2.	  Leverage	  

•  Monumental	  Threats	  and	  Monumental	  
OpportuniCes	  

•  The	  Soda	  Mountain	  Golden	  Saddle	  



3.	  Bribe	  

•  Nevada	  and	  Wilderness	  Deals	  
•  A	  Utah	  Grand	  Bargain?	  
•  Acres	  for	  Board	  Feet	  in	  Montana	  
•  The	  key	  is	  to	  make	  sure	  they	  get	  something	  
you	  don’t	  care	  about.	  



4.	  Roll	  

•  It’s	  an	  Oregon	  Wilderness	  tradiCon.	  
•  Of	  the	  39	  designated	  between	  1964	  (The	  
Wilderness	  Act)	  and	  1996,	  every	  one	  was	  
designated	  by	  Congress	  over	  the	  objecJon	  of	  
local	  government	  officials.	  	  



Case	  Study:	  Wilderness	  in	  the	  Oregon	  Desert	  

•  Designated	  Wilderness:	  210,000	  acres	  (Steens	  
Mountain,	  Spring	  Basin	  and	  Oregon	  Badlands)	  

•  Recommended	  by	  Bureau	  of	  Land	  Management	  for	  
Wilderness:	  ~1,100,000	  ac.	  

•  BLM	  Wilderness	  Study	  Areas	  (WSAs):	  2,685,988	  
acres	  

•  AddiConal	  de	  facto	  wilderness	  (roadless	  areas)	  
4,650,000	  acres.	  

•  Total	  PotenCal	  AddiConal	  Wilderness:	  7,335,988	  
acres.	  



Harney,	  Lake	  and	  Malheur	  CounCes	  



Absolute	  Size	  MaPers	  
County	   Registered	  

Voters	  
%	  of	  State’s	  
Registered	  
Voters	  

%	  of	  State’s	  
Land	  Area	  

People/
Square	  Mile	  

MPUs	  

Multnomah	   434,989	   20.3%	   0.5%	   935.5	   132.0	  

Harney	   4,190	   0.2%	   10.4%	   0.7	   1.3	  

Lake	   4,034	   0.2%	   8.5%	   0.9	   1.2	  

Malheur	   12,149	   0.8%	   10.1%	   3.2	   3.7	  

SE	  Oregon	   20,373	   1.2%	   29.0%	   1.6	   6.2	  

Oregon	   2,145,433	   100.0%	   100.0%	   39.8	   651.0	  



Which	  Path	  is	  Best?	  

•  1.	   	  Convince;	  
•  2.	   	  Leverage;	  
•  3.	   	  Bribe;	  and/or	  
•  4.	  Roll.	  
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It	  depends.	  






