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                                                                                  is a installation-performance series,
whereby professional circus artists perform a durational reinterpretation of their skill-
based practice in the context of galleries, exhibition centers and site specific performance
spaces. 

Each performer will perform an endurance of their unique discipline for a period of up to
6 hours. Over the course of the day visitors will freely move about and observe as the
performers are slowly transformed by the weight of time and effort slowly bearing down
on them.

This work is an attempt to reveal the people behind these almost inhuman actions, and as
they are pushed to the limits of their mental and physical abilities we get to witness all
their fragility, and all their resilience put on display. 

How can the language of circus be transformed by placing it within the context of an exhibition
space?

This work seeks to portray the raw physical and emotional struggle that is intrinsic to
circus, but often gets lost when brought to the stage. This dislocation of a circus
performance, from a typical place of focused and immediate heroism to the extreme
stretch of a durational performative installation, aims to raise questions targeting both
circus and performance art at their very cores. 

What friction will be produced between the unrelenting performance of the artists and the
silent hierarchy of the audience's gaze who navigate a gallery space? 

As in the frame of a normal exhibition the audience will be free to navigate through the
different installations in their own time, spending as long as they want with each piece
and re-visiting them as often as they like. This work is to be an encounter that is
simultaneously intimate and separating as the visitor watch, and the performer is
watched. Both aware of the other and the invisible distance between them. 

Each performative installation will be placed in a space apart from the others, offering the
visitors a moment of unique attention to each evolving moment of effort during each
performers journey. As the visitors leave each piece behind, perhaps the knowledge of
the ongoing struggle of the performers is enough to carry a little of their weight with
them. 

WHEN CIRCUS IS NOT ITSELF ANYMORE 



due to its modular nature, adaptable to different spaces and contexts. At each location the
project will be re-curated under the guidance of the artistic team. 
able to function both as a walk through exhibition, or a one to one encounter - both which
fit to any socially distancing requirements that may be in place. 
performed by a group of world class performers who will be pushed to the very limits of
their ability. Over time we will expand the cast to be able rotate the cast in order to occupy
a space over a longer time, or to hold multiple events at one time.
supported by established and reputable players in the performing arts sector from arts
funding bodies to historical venues such as The Bauhaus in Germany. 

In the context of our times...

We want this project to bring circus back to its essence and push for an evolution of the
genre through a contamination with the one of performance art. The history of circus,
compared to other artforms, has experienced a very different evolution in time. The
exclusive focus on the technique and the showcase of skillful abilities has dominated
traditional circus till the second alf of the 20th century, when circus entered theater
buildings.

In its struggle of emancipation from the prejudices of being an entertainment-based
minor art-form, and from the still ongoing genre of traditional circus, a tendency has
arisen within contemporary circus, for which it is common to see heavy narrative
structures and political messages. However, this has often led to the circus element of the
work behind hidden away, as if almost afraid to be itself.

The Covid-19outbreak has forced the world to reconsider our relationship to cultural
activities. While this has led to a major crisis in all art sectors, with a dramatic impact on
artists and institutions, we would like to take this opportunity to reconsider the norms
held by different art forms and they context they preside over. 

What if we could use this unprecedented occasion of forced social distance, where
gathering of people should be avoided, to rediscover the value of intimacy within the way
we experience art?

When circus is not itself anymore..” with its one-to-one format, targets several
assumptions, encouraging a conversation and reflection about the way we experience
both circus and the visual arts.

In this context we will propose a new format that is:



Darragh McLoughlin - Director/Performer
Darragh is the artistic director of Squarehead Productions - a platform for artistic research and performance. He is
the main curator of the project and will take part in the exhibition performances. Darragh will balance a stick on his
stomach for the duration of the performance. 

Sophia Kurmann - Production/Communication
Sophia is the creator of international performance network PerformYourArt. In 2015 she co-founded The Palace - an
international collective that hosts a yearly residency/festival. She has been collaborating with Squarehead
Productions since 2017 and recently took on the role of producer within the company. 
Sophia will take care of production, marketing and communication within the project.

Andrea Salustri - Artistic and curatorial advisor
Andrea is working with Darragh as an artistic advisor for the project. Andrea is an established contemporary circus
performer, holds a bachelor degree in philosophy and was a 2019/19 Circus Next laureate. He will help design each
exhibition, give advice on funding applications and provide a critical viewpoint in relation to the frame and objectives
of the project. He will also assist in documenting the project.

Roman Skadra - Performer
Roman works both as a solo performer of his own work, and is part of the collective ‘Critical Mess’ led by Stefan Sing.
Since 2018 Roman has been devising his own work ‘Absurd Hero’ with which he collaborates with Darragh as a
director. Roman will carry a very large (1m in diameter) and heavy (30kg) red ball for the duration of the
performance.

Tomas Vaclavek - Performer
Tomas got a BA in Graphic Design before embarking on his circus career. He got his circus education first in Turin
(vertigo) and then did his Masters in Circus at DOCH in Stockholm. He likes to redefine and rediscover everyday
objects in his practise. For the duration of the performance, Tomas will balance on a ladder.

Hendrick Van Meale - Performer 
Hendrick studied circus and performing arts at ACAPA and is currently also touring a new show with his company
Familia Faces, laureates of "circus next". For the project he will be balancing on a small hard ball.

Louisa Wruck - Performer
Louisa graduated from the prestigious school "Le Lido" in Toulouse as a tightrope walker.
Since then, she has devoted much of her time to the meaning of walking back and forth on the wire as well as to
endurance works on the rope.  Louisa will stand on a wire for the duration of the performance.

Steph Mouat and Valentina Melotti - Performers
Steph and Valentina form a handstand duo and stood out in our open call because they found a creative solution to
be able to do a handstand continuously for the length of time required.
For the duration of the performance at least one of them will stand on 1m high handstand canes in a handstand.

Over time the cast will expand to a diverse section of up to 20 performers to provide a variety of unique skill sets
which can meet the demands of any sized event, or even multiple events at once. 

The Team



The project’s wheels have been put in motion, initial funding
obtained and a cast is assembled.

We have confirmed interest from: The Bauhaus (DE), Sirius Arts
Centre (IRL), Visual Carlow (IRL), Uilinn: West Cork Arts Centre (IRL),
Theatre de la Ville (FR), Hosek Contemporary (DE), Dublin Dance
Festival (IRL)

We are in the process of gathering partners who can co-produce
the work through funding, space and other resources.

We are also looking for venues/alternative performance spaces
who are interested in collaborating.

January 2020 - Residency - Citadella deiGiovani, IT

May 2020 - Online Adaption, BE Festival, UK

June 2020 - Cast selected from Open Call

August 2020 - Residency, UFA Fabrik, Berlin, Germany

September 2020 - Performance, The Palace Residency, Poland

September 2020 - Work in Progress, Bauhaus Dessau, Germany

Dec 2020 - Residency, West Cork Arts Centre, Ireland

February 2021 - Residency - Schloss Brollin, Germany

www.squareheadproductions.com
Direction  -  Darragh McLoughlin  -  darramcloughlin@gmail.com
Production  -  Sophia Kurmann -   sophia@performyourart.com

Supported by Fonds Darstellende Künste
with funds from the Federal Government

Commissioner for Culture
and the Media.

SUPPORTED BY 

What is next? 

Up until now...

https://www.broellin.de/de/
https://www.fonds-daku.de/
https://www.bauhaus-dessau.de/

