WELCOME–WITAMY!
Welcome to the third edition of the Wellington Polish
Film Festival 2018 – WPFF 2018. Please join us as part of a
worldwide celebration to commemorate Poland’s centennial
of its regained independence.
This international showcase event, also showing
throughout Europe, North America and Asia, will premiere
in New Zealand, running from 5th to 8th April 2018.
Together with our Principal Partner, the Polish Filmmakers
Association, and in collaboration with the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Poland and the Polish Film Institute, we present
seven selected films offering both a wide thematic spectrum
and a diversity of aesthetics showcasing various historical
periods, from the viewpoint of several generations.
Zapraszamy na Festiwal Polskich Filmów Wellington 2018
– WPFF 2018!

TICKETS

Tickets available online at roxycinema.co.nz
Door sales at Roxy Cinema
Details at wpff.nz

All films with English subtitles
All films screening at Roxy Cinema,
5 Park Rd, Miramar

OPENING NIGHT
GALA SCREENING

POLISH TITLE:

Miasto 44

NZ Premiere
DIRECTOR:

Jan Komasa

Drama, History, Romance
Poland
2014
120 min
Colour
DCP
RATING:

TBC

THU

6:30pm

05

7.30pm

drinks

screening

“
An epic tale of youth, love, courage and
sacrifice, which takes place during the
Warsaw Uprising of 1944 against the German
Nazi Occupation.”
Introduction and Q + A with Zofia Wichlacz

Zofia made her screen acting debut as female lead in
Warsaw 44, which earned her a Golden Lion for Best Leading
Actress at the 2014 Gdynia Film Festival and a Polish Academy
Award as Discovery Of The Year in 2015. Since then, she
has worked with such acclaimed Polish directors as the late
Andrzej Wajda on his last feature film Afterimage and Agnieszka
Holland for Spoor. Zofia was cast in the female leads of Maciej
Sobieszczanski’s Zgoda and Katarzyna Adamik’s Amok and
was named one of the European Shooting Stars at the
2017 Berlin International Film Festival.

TICKETS

Warsaw 44

$30.00
Ticket price includes a glass of
wine and canapés

The Promised
Land
POLISH TITLE:

Ziemia obiecana
NZ Premiere
DIRECTOR:

Andrzej Wajda

Historical Drama
Poland
1974
Polish, German with
English Subtitles
163 min
Digitally Reconstructed,
Colour, DCP
RATING:

TBC

FRIDAY 06 APRIL
8:00pm

Based on Polish Nobel Prize winner, Władysław Stanisław
Reymont’s novel about the birth of Polish capitalism in Łódź,
The Promised Land is the apex among Andrzej Wajda’s
cinematic achievements and regularly counted as one of the
most treasured films in Poland. Set in Łódź at the end of the
19th century as the Polish textile industry flourishes, Wajda
explores the story of three fledgling businessmen and the inner
emptiness accompanying their drive to make big money.

Volhynia
POLISH TITLE: Wołyń
NZ Premiere
DIRECTOR:

Wojciech Smarzowski
War Drama
Poland
2016
Polish, Ukrainian,
German, Russian, Yiddish
with English subtitles
149 min
Colour
DCP
RATING:

TBC

SATURDAY 07 APRIL
2:30pm

Volhynia is a name referring to a historic border region of
the former Eastern Borderlands of pre-war Poland, and also
a byword for a series of brutal massacres occurring between
1943-1945. Polish auteur Wojtek Smarzowski exposes this
region’s chaotic descent into hell through the eyes of Zofia, a
young mother, as she struggles to save her own life and the lives
of her children as we witness the unfolding events triggered by
the outbreak of WW2. Set against a sea of hatred, Smarzowski
explores love in unhuman times and the value of being humane.

Man of
Marble
POLISH TITLE:

Człowiek z marmuru
DIRECTOR:

Andrzej Wajda

Political Drama
Poland
1976
Polish with English
subtitles
161min
Colour
DCP
RATING:

G

SATURDAY 07 APRIL

Released at a time when the country’s media was carefully
screened by censors, Andrzej Wajda’s Man of Marble is now
considered one of the foremost films from behind the Iron
Curtain. Agnieszka, a film school student, wants to make
her graduate documentary film about former proletariat
hero Mateusz Birkut. A controversial film project, Agnieszka
uncovers the bitter truth about Birkut and the system within.

5:30pm

Nights
and Days
POLISH TITLE: Noce i Dnie
NZ Premiere
DIRECTOR:

Jerzy Antczak

Costume Drama,
Historical Drama,
Family Saga
Poland
1975
Polish with English
subtitles
170min
Colour
DCP
RATING:

TBC

SUNDAY 08 APRIL
2:30pm

A beautiful two-part story about love, from a woman’s
perspective, set amidst the Polish social transformations
between 1865-1914. Set in the Kalisz region in the second half of
the 19th century after the failure of the January Uprising in 1863,
the film presents a unique portrait of an oppressed society, life
in exile, and the confiscation of private property as told through
the loves and struggles of the Niechcic family. Described by
The Washington Post as “Poland’s Gone With the Wind”, Jerzy
Antczak’s blockbuster was based on Maria Dąbrowska’s novel
Noce i dnie, and stands out thanks to its picturesque locations
and splendidly reconstructed historical detail.
Copyright & distribution: Kadr Film Studio / www.sfkadr.com

Ashes and
Diamonds
POLISH TITLE:

Popiół i diament
DIRECTOR:

Andrzej Wajda

Drama, Romance, War
Poland
1958
Polish with English
subtitles
99min
Black and White
RATING:

PG

SUNDAY 08 APRIL
5:30pm

On the last day of World War II in a small town in Poland,
Polish exiles of war and the occupying Soviet forces confront
the beginning of a new day and a new Poland. Beautifully
photographed and brilliantly performed, Wajda’s film presents
the political and moral conflicts of 1945 shown through the
tragedy of a young Home Army soldier, Maciek (played by
legendary Polish actor, the late Zbigniew Cybulski), who is forced
to follow an order against his conscience. Ashes and Diamonds
masterfully interweaves the fate of a nation with that of one man,
resulting in one of the most important Polish films of all time.
Copyright & distribution: Kadr Film Studio / www.sfkadr.com

The Pianist
POLISH TITLE:
DIRECTOR:

Pianista

Roman Polanski

War Drama
Poland, Great Britain,
France, Germany
2002
English
150min
Colour
DCP
RATING: R15 Violence &
content that may disturb

SUNDAY 08 APRIL
7:30pm

Roman Polanski’s three-time Academy award winning film, is
an adaptation of the autobiography of famous Polish Jewish
classical pianist, Wladyslaw Szpilman (Adrien Brody) during
WW2. Forced into the Warsaw Ghetto, Szpilman eludes
deportation to death camps and it’s in the Ghetto where he
struggles to stay alive even when cast away from those he
loved. He eventually reclaims his artistic gifts, and confronts
his fears, through stoicism, some good fortune due to his
talents and the will to survive.

TICKETS
Door Sales: $17.50

3rd Wellington Polish Film Festival
Presented by New Zealand Polish Film Festival
Trust / Roxy Cinema
FESTIVAL DIRECTOR: Wanda Lepionka
FESTIVAL COORDINATOR: Zofia Miliszewska
DESIGNER: Edwin Hooper

Early bird online only: $15.00

The New Zealand Polish Film Festival Trust

Standard Sessions
ADULTS

CONCESSION

Film Society / Industry Guilds
Student: $15.00
Seniors (65+): $12.50
Polish Association in NZ (Inc)
Members: $12.50

The Wellington Polish Film Festival (WPFF)
is organised by the New Zealand Polish Film
Festival Trust (NZPFFT), a registered charitable
trust (Reg. No.CC53689), established in 2016.
Rodney Craig
David Strong, Todrick Taylor,
Wanda Lepionka
CHAIR:

TRUSTEES:

(You may be asked for concession ID
at the cinema)

New Zealand Polish Film Festival Trust
PO Box 6736, Marion Square
Te Aro, Wellington 6141

All prices are GST inclusive

Contact details

Booking Fee applies to all ticket bookings:
$1.20 per ticket, max 10 tickets

e info@wpff.nz

ID will be required at cinema for all
restricted films.

i wpffnz

Other
2018 OPENING NIGHT GALA SCREENING

f @wpffnz or wellingtonpolishfilmfestival
t @wpffnz #wpffnz

Censorship Classification
G

Suitable for general audiences

$30.00

PG 	Parental guidance recommended for
younger viewers

Ticket price includes a glass of
wine and canapés

M 	Unrestricted. Recommended more suitable for
mature audiences. 16 years and over.

Tickets can be purchased
through Roxy Cinema online
www.roxycinema.co.nz
or in person at Roxy Cinema,
5 Park Rd Miramar, ph: 04 388 5555.
We reluctantly reserve the right to change
the schedule by amending dates and
screening times or replacing films. Any
necessary changes will be advertised
online and at Roxy Cinema.

WWW.WPFF.NZ

RP13 	Restricted to persons 13 years and over,
unless they are accompanied by a parent or
guardian
RP16	Restricted to persons 16 years and over,
unless they are accompanied by a parent or
guardian
R13

Restricted to persons 13 years and over

R16

Restricted to persons 16 years and over

R18

Restricted to persons 18 years and over

At the time of printing some films had not been rated.
Until they receive a censor rating, they are considered
R18 and can only be purchased by and for people
aged 18 and over. ID will be required at cinema for all
restricted films.

PARTNERS

100 Years of Poland’s Regained Independence. Polish History in Film Masterpieces is a public task co-financed by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland under the Collaboration in the Field of Public Diplomacy 2018 competition.
The views expressed in this publication are those of its authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland

