Hong Kong: City In Transition
November 20-22, 2015
Committee Background Guide

Hong Kong: City In Transition

1
Table of Contents

Welcome from the Dais ................................................................................................................ 2
Introduction ................................................................................................................................... 3
Background Information ............................................................................................................. 4
Location and Geographical Information ..................................................................................... 4
A Colony is Created (1842-1930) ............................................................................................... 4
Pre-War Year and Occupation (1930-1945) ............................................................................... 5
Report on Key Issues .................................................................................................................... 6
Issue #1: Relations with Mainland China and Chinese People ................................................... 6
Issue #2: Development of Adequate Infrastructure..................................................................... 7
Issue #3: The Government's Responsibility for Hong Kong? ..................................................... 8
Committee Mechanics .................................................................................................................. 9
Debate.......................................................................................................................................... 9
Directives: ................................................................................................................................... 9
Construction and Development Procedure/Mechanics ............................................................. 10
Unit Movement ......................................................................................................................... 11
Time .......................................................................................................................................... 11
Use of Electronic Devices ......................................................................................................... 11
Participating Delegates Profiles ................................................................................................. 12
Colonial Government ................................................................................................................ 13
Civilian Organizations............................................................................................................... 14
District Representatives............................................................................................................. 15
Bibliography ................................................................................................................................ 17
Recommended Readings ............................................................................................................ 18

*Disclaimer: The Secondary School Interactive Crisis Simulation does not take responsibility for content included in links to additional resources, further readings, or
committee wikia/wiki pages noted in background guides as they have not been formally approved by the Secretariat. The content of those resources and outside
websites are the responsibility of the appropriate authors and/or the associated Committee Director(s).

Hong Kong: City In Transition

2

Dear Delegates,
On behalf of my Committee Staff Team and I, it is with great pleasure that we welcome you to
our 2015 SSICsim Conference.
Hong Kong: A City in Transition is a committee designed as a unique opportunity to discuss and
construct the city of Hong Kong over the latter half of the 20th century. With the recent focus of
Hong Kong on events like Occupy Central, there has been little focus on understanding the
background behind such conflicts, and the special administrative status that Hong Kong occupies
today in the People’s Republic of China. As such, this committee offers an interactive experience
for delegates to explore parts of this background. In the course of this committee, you will be
able to shape the future of this city, discussing its political connections with China and the rest of
Asia, while building up the city so as to accommodate the ever growing needs of the populace.
Starting from 1946 with the end of the Japanese Occupation, you, as a delegate, will be part of a
fictional executive committee designed to re-establish and rebuild the colony from the
devastation of the Second World War. However, with the appearance of greater geopolitical
struggles right across the border in China as well as other impending problems, your job is not as
simple as it seems. As the committee travels through the different decades, you will be
responsible for helping transform the city to solve such obstacles, and thus the fate of the colony
rest in your hands!
Having previously participated in a number of Model United Nations conferences both as a
delegate and staff, I can attest to the fact that these conferences provide an exciting and active
environment which help to develop numerous skills. Many of these skills, such as debating,
research and quick thinking, are skills that will be extremely helpful in the future whether it be in
a career or academic setting. Thus, no matter whether you are a novice or experienced delegate,
our hope is to provide an exciting and dynamic experience that will help you sharpen a whole
host of skills.
Best of luck with your research, and I look forward to meeting you for our first committee
meeting in 1946 Hong Kong!
Regards,
Timothy Law
Committee Director
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Introduction

British Colonial Office c/o Colonial Administration (Hong Kong)
Briefing for British Hong Kong Government Advisory Committee

簡報給 港英政府諮詢委員會
January 31st 1946
For the Government Advisory Committee,
As the foreign office has been informed, the reestablishment of British rule and law has been reestablished in the British Colony of Hong Kong following the four years of Japanese occupation.
As the various members and representatives, both Chinese and English, assemble together to
form first Hong Kong’s Representative Discussion Committee, we wish for each to express their
solutions in solving Hong Kong’s possible problems in the coming years.
As the colony re-establishes itself from the ravages of war, the Foreign Office would like to
inform the Colonial Administration and the relevant members of the precipitous situation
currently occurring on the Chinese mainland. Sources have informed us that the political
situation between the Kuomintang and the Chinese Communist Party is fragile, and the prospect
for conflict between the two parties is a major possibility.
Domestically, Hong Kong’s infrastructure will most likely require restructuring. As the
occupation caused both a decline in both the population and infrastructure (transportation,
housing, industry etc.) of the colony, the re-migration of Chinese from the mainland to the
colony is expected to occur, thus adding further strain to Hong Kong’s ability to maintain its
distinction as an impartial British colony.
As Hong Kong once again stands proudly as a British Colonial Territory, we wish for Hong
Kong to remain impartial to the situation referred to above, but to prosper and grow in the
coming years. Although the years that we retain Hong Kong appear indefinite, we retain a 100
year lease on the New Territories, and thus would like to remind such parties as to this possible
deadline.

Regards,
British Colonial Office (Hong Kong)
LONDON
UNITED KINGDOM
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Background Information

Location and Geographical Information
Hong Kong is located on China’s South Coast, situated in the Pearl River Delta. The city is
bordered by Shenzhen and the Shenzhen River on the north, and is surrounded on the other sides
by the South China Sea. The Territory’s 1,104 square kilometres (426 sq mi) comprises of Hong
Kong Island, Kowloon Peninsula, the New Territories and over 200 offshore islands (the largest
being Lantau and Lamma Island). Hong Kong is comprised on generally hilly and mountainous
terrain, with the exception of lowlands in the northern regions.
Located next to Guangdong Province, Hong Kong consists mostly of Chinese peoples with
ancestral ties to the province. As a result, the culture of Hong Kong consists of a focus on
Cantonese culture, but also with Colonial English culture imported from England. The major
languages of Hong Kong are Yue Chinese (Cantonese) and English, with the former being the
primarily used language within the Colonial Government Affairs. 1
A Colony is Created (1842-1930)
Hong Kong came into existence as a British Colony in 1842, when
China, then under the Qing Dynasty, ceded the island in perpetuity
to Britain after the First Opium War. Fearing for the security of this
new colony in the face of other European cessations from China,
Britain utilized their status as the most favored nation in order to
extend and add a buffer zone. This was accomplished in 1898 with
the Chinese leasing of the New Territories and the surrounding
islands to Britain for a period of 99 years. 2
In British hands, Hong Kong developed as a major trading and financial center in the East Asian
region. Hong Kong was used as a major thoroughfare for the exchange of opium (coming from
1

"Hong Kong." Central Intelligence Agency. Accessed August 4, 2015. https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-worldfactbook/geos/hk.html.
2
"Hong Kong Profile - Timeline." BBC News. June 19, 2015. Accessed August 5, 2015. http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16526765.
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British India) for Chinese products, especially that of tea. Using its economic wealth, major
companies such as the Jardine Matheson Company, and the Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking
Corporation originated in the colonies, profiting from the British trade going through the
colony. 3 Unlike China, which went through a tumultuous period of change up until the Second
World War, Hong Kong existed as a stable colony and developed itself with major
transportation, industrial and educational infrastructure. With its strong western academic
institutions, Hong Kong acted as a safe refuge for various political individuals from China.
Among the most famous was that of Sun Yat Sen, the founder of modern China, who utilized
Hong Kong as a base to organize his revolution to overthrow the Qing Dynasty. 4
During this early period, Hong Kong was heavily developed by the British Colonial
Government. Hong Kong slowly developed its first public schools following the British standard
of education, which was quickly followed by the private development of the prestigious Hong
Kong University in 1911. Transportation networks such as the tramways and ferry lines were
established. Following a major bubonic plague outbreak in the 1870s, the first general hospitals
aimed at servicing both the Chinese and Western Civilians was constructed in 1872 in a joint
partnership between an indigenous charity and the
British Colonial Government. 5
Pre-War Year and Occupation (1930-1945)
By the 1930, Hong Kong had a population of around 1
million citizens and was rapidly growing. With the
thoroughly developed independent infrastructure of
the city, Hong Kong became increasingly separated
from the Qing Dynasty, developing its own unique
culture as a center for fusion between East and West.

With a developing manufacturing sector, especially that of textiles and ship-building, Hong
Kong became one of the primary regions in East Asia for industrialization. Although Hong Kong
enjoyed a decade of relative prosperity in the 1930’s, overtaking other cities such as Shanghai to
be the main thoroughfare for trade with China, this industrial development was slowed, as Hong
Kong was still focused on that of its primary roles as a trade entrepôt, which put industrial
development as a secondary importance, and was eventually cut short by the Second World War.
With the Japanese invasion and occupation of the city in 1941, the colony and its infrastructure
was heavily damaged. 6 The Japanese occupation effectively ended Hong Kong’s role as a major
trade center, and this economic collapse was mirrored by the population of the city, which fell
from 1.6 million in 1941 to 600,000 in 1945, many of whom migrated back to Mainland China. 7

3

Welsh, Frank. A Borrowed Place: The History of Hong Kong. Illustrated ed. New York: Kodansha International, 1993. 149.
Welsh, Frank. A Borrowed Place: The History of Hong Kong. Illustrated ed. New York: Kodansha International, 1993. 335.
Welsh, Frank. A Borrowed Place: The History of Hong Kong. Illustrated ed. New York: Kodansha International, 1993. 249.
6
"Hong Kong Profile - Timeline." BBC News. June 19, 2015. Accessed August 5, 2015. http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific16526765.
7
"Hong Kong Profile - Timeline." BBC News. June 19, 2015. Accessed August 5, 2015. http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16526765.
4
5
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Report on Key Issues

Issue #1: Relations with Mainland China and the Chinese People
Hong Kong has long had a relationship with Mainland China. Economically, China maintains
itself as an important trading partner with Hong Kong. As Hong Kong currently relies on its role
as a trade entrepôt for goods going to and from China, the importance of strong trade with the
mainland forms an important pillar of Hong Kong’s economics. 8
Politically, Hong Kong’s relationship with Mainland China has been more complicated. Since
the emergence of the city as a colony, the colony and the government has maintained a relative
ambivalence in terms of political developments on the mainland. With the emergence of the
Nationalist Kuomintang and the Chinese Communists as the prominent political powers in the
1920s, both came to heavily affect Hong Kong. In the 1920s there were numerous Communist
actions, mostly involving labour actions and events in nearby Guangzhou, which led to “Red
Scares” in Hong Kong from the British Colonial Government. However, in 1927, when the
Nationalist Kuomintang started a purging of the Communists, many of the Communists based in
Guangzhou quickly crossed the border and found refuge in Hong Kong. As a result of prior
experience, the Colonial Government and Chinese elite (mostly mercantile) maintained a slightly
anti-communist stance, while the working classes proved to be less hostile and more open to
their pro-labour values and “anti-imperialist sentiment”. 9
Although Hong Kong has maintained a relative ambivalence towards Chinese politics, the
Colonial government has generally maintained a relatively segregated view towards the
development of greater democratic values and societal elevation for Chinese people. As the
heads of the Colonial government are directly chosen via the British Government and Colonial
Administration, there are few spots offered and opportunities for civil service for people of
Chinese descent. As the Colonial Government is currently very centralized, with no opportunity
for democratic practice since all positions are internally chosen, such practice leaves little
political opportunity for the Chinese. Although Hong Kong has steadily improved the
educational and quality of life for the Chinese in the Colony, economic and political barriers still
exist between the Chinese and the Western (mostly British) administrators. 10
Key Questions:
• What is Hong Kong’s relationship with Mainland China? Where should this relationship be going?
• What is Hong Kong’s view of the Nationalist (Kuomintang) and the Chinese Communists?
• What is Hong Kong’s view of Chinese rights vs. European rights?
• Should the Hong Kong’s government be reformed?
Key Events/ Items:
• Hong Kong 1956 Riots
• 1967 Leftist Riots
• Hong Kong Border/Closed Frontier Area
• Kashmir Princess Bombing Incident
• Pro-Bejing vs. Pro-Democrat Parties
8

Welsh, Frank. A Borrowed Place: The History of Hong Kong. Illustrated ed. New York: Kodansha International, 1993. 149.
Kit-Ching, Chan Lau. "The Perception of Chinese Communism in Hong Kong 1921–1934." The China Quarterly CQY, no. 164 (2000): 1044061.
10
Welsh, Frank. A Borrowed Place: The History of Hong Kong. Illustrated ed. New York: Kodansha International, 1993. 302.
9
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Report on Key Issues

Issue #2: Development of Adequate Infrastructure
Before the Second World War, Hong Kong’s
development was mostly limited to Hong Kong
Island and the Kowloon Peninsula. This was
evident, as the main transportation lines such as the
tramways, Star Ferry, and the Kowloon-Canton
Railway all serviced the Kowloon-Hong Kong
Area. 11
With Hong Kong’s unique position as a relatively
developed and stable city within South East China, it
offers great incentives for people from the Mainland
to settle in or migrate to. However, with few established social welfare and services in place,
Hong Kong is highly limited in the number of people it can fully and comfortably accommodate.
Hong Kong’s limitations were already made evident prior to the outbreak of the Second World
War, when thousands of refugees, fleeing the Japanese invasion of China, were forced by
housing shortages to develop large squatter camps. With a lack of proper housing, sanitation and
transportation, mortality rates within these camps are significantly higher than usual, and
prospects for economic development remains relatively heavily limited with the lack of adequate
infrastructure, especially that of industrial areas, to support it. 12
As the situation in China looks increasingly bleak, the expected return of greater waves of
migrants and refugees from the Chinese mainland will place a greater strain on Hong Kong’s
infrastructure, increasing the need for policies addressing this issue. With a lack of housing, and
other resources such as economic opportunities, fresh water etc., a fast acting plan is needed to
develop the city, and to raise the resources available to accommodate such peoples.
Key Questions:
• What infrastructure currently exists?
• What projects can be implemented to alleviate such problems?
• Where such projects should be implemented, and why?
Key Events/ Items:
• Shek Kip Mei Fire
• 1960s Water Shortages/Plover Cove
• Satellite Towns
• Public Housing
• Industrial Estates

11

Tai, Christine, Cherry Ge, and Gienne Lee. "Hong Kong's Squatter Settlements – from Transit Points to Cherished Homes." Varsity RSS. May
12, 2011. Accessed August 24, 2015.
12
"Memories of Home – 50 Years of Public Housing in Hong Kong." Hong Kong Heritage Museum. Accessed August 24, 2015.
http://hk.heritage.museum/documents/2199315/2199693/Public_Housing-E.pdf.
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Report on Key Issues

Issue #3: The Government’s Responsibility for Hong Kong?

Although Hong Kong Island itself was ceded in perpetuity to Britain, the other territories
(the New Territories and Kowloon Peninsula) were ceded for a period of 99 years ending in
1997, causing the 99 year lease to be vitally important in the long term perspective for the
colony. With the popular nationalist perspective calling for a reversal of the “unequal treaties”
that gave Britain control of the territory, both the Nationalist and Communist Chinese
governments have seen the colony as an embarrassment towards the Chinese people, and have
demanded for its return to Chinese control. This was especially exemplified with the planning of
a Nationalist Chinese thrust to liberate Guangdong Province and Hong Kong, which was backed
by the American administration, especially in consideration of the anti-colonialist drive of the
time. 13
With increasing prospects for a Communist Government in China and the potential for
more attempts to reassert Chinese sovereignty over the territory, Hong Kong increasingly sees
the need to address such issues, as well as to ensure its long term safety and stability. This is
necessary materially, with the development of economic, industrial etc. facilities, but also
structurally, with a greater need for self-development and sustainability within its governing
administration. With the 1997 deadline, Hong Kong needs to create a long term plan that
foreshadows relative wealth and prosperity for the city and its inhabitants, while negotiating the
diplomatic future of the city.
Key Questions:
• What options are there for Hong Kong in regards to the expiry of the lease in 1997?
• What is the long term view for the Colonial Government in terms of Hong Kong’s future?
• What preparations should be made for such future events?
Key Events/ Items:
• 1984 Negotiations
• British National (Overseas) passport
• 1994 Hong Kong electoral reform by Governor Chris Patten

13

Share, Michael. Where Empires Collided: Russian and Soviet Relations with Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Macao. Hong Kong: Chinese University
Press, 2007. 113.
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Committee Mechanics

Debate:
This committee will be run in a perpetual moderated caucus system. In other words, in the
absence of other points or motions the moderator will call for those wishing to speak to raise
their placard. There will be no designated speakers list. Delegates can choose to motion for
specific topic moderated caucuses with time limits and speaking times. Also, delegates can draft
directives and freely talk informally with one another during un-moderated caucuses (which
must also be motioned for by a delegate). Further, delegates may address either the Chair or
directly address other delegates. Talking during another delegate’s speech will not be tolerated.
Under no circumstances will personal insults or inappropriate comments be tolerated.
Directives:
In this committee, there are three types of directives:
1. Private Directives: These directives are submitted privately by each delegate for their own
individual actions or queries. These can be submitted to the Dais, or to other delegates,
provided that they are relevant and appropriate for the conference.
• Ex. Delegate has questions for dais, Police Chief wishes to move his police units
2. Public Directives: These directives are submitted publicly by each delegate, for actions or
items that affect the committee as a whole. For a Public Directive to be accepted by the Dais,
it must be signed by the author with at least two additional signatories. Public Directives can
be vetoed by the Governor.
• Ex. Changing the foreign policy of the Colonial Government
• Vote of Non-Confidence: Please note that the Governor can be voted out in a vote of
“non-confidence” by the committee, signaling their disapproval of the person in that
position. This requires a 2/3 majority and cannot be vetoed by the Governor. In the case
that this passes, the Governor’s powers will be temporarily suspended until further action
is taken place.
• Vote for Change in Government/Committee: In addition, any changes to the constitutional
basis of the committee or government, i.e. allowing “Universal Suffrage” (allowing
civilian organizations the right to vote on directives) or modifying the portfolios of a
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delegate will require a 2/3 majority to pass. These however can be vetoed by the
Governor.
3. Project Proposals: These directives are submitted publicly by each delegate, in response to
demands for the construction of certain projects and such. They follow the same procedure as
public directives, and require one author with two additional signatories. For more
information, please read the section on Construction and Development Procedure/Mechanics.
Construction and Development Procedure/Mechanics:
1. This committee will have the unique feature of having currency with which delegates will be
able to primarily offer transactions with other delegates and construct various different
projects. Each delegate will be allocated a certain amount of currency for these purposes, and
may exchange currency between each delegate for the purposes of negotiation etc. Only
currency supplied by the dais may be used. Exchange for currency can only be applied to
exchanges during the conference, and not for any other purpose.
2. Projects, such as the development of greater industrial, residential, or transportation
infrastructure, will cost different amounts of currency. The costs for common projects will be
decided by the dais and listed out in a comprehensive list. The issuance for the need for such
common projects will be issued from the Head of Hong Kong Housing and Transportation
Authority, and will follow a strict limitation of a certain number of projects. The costs for
uncommon projects or items that are not listed in the comprehensive list will be decided by
the dais as appropriate.
3. Construction and Development will follow a procedure, whereby districts will be able to
submit proposals to the relevant authority, usually the Head of Hong Kong Housing and
Transportation Authority, for approval. After, they will need to present their project
proposals for such a development through a public directive submitted to the Chair and
present such directive to the committee. For the project proposal to pass, a simple majority
must be attained, and in the case of competition among multiple project proposals, delegates
are allowed to vote for multiple projects. The project proposals with the most votes will be
implemented in descending order until the limit for development has been reached. (See
below for example)
Example of Building Procedure
1. Head of Hong Kong Housing and Transportation Authority issues demand for 3 Major Housing
Projects
• Housing Projects each demand 10 Currency
2. 5 Proposals are submitted to the Head of the Hong Kong Housing and Transportation Authority for
approval.
• The Proposals are all presented, and voted upon by the committee.
3. They are approved and are presented as public directives.
• The top three proposals by votes are implemented to fulfill the quote of 3 housng projects, while
the other two are scrapped.
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Unit Movement:
Within the Colony, there are three types of units: Military, Police as well as other units. These
units can be moved at the discretion of the owner with a private directive, as for example, the
Police Chief may move his police unit from one district to another via a private directive.
The most superior unit, Military Units, which are stationed at the Central and Western District,
can only be authorized with a vote, requiring a simple majority, and are then controlled by the
Governor via a public directive, as they require a common consideration for their movements.
The next, more common unit, Police Units, are controlled by the Police Chief. District
Representatives may submit private directives for the movement or actions of police units in
their district, but must be approved (signed) by the Police Chief.
Example for Military Unit Movement
1. Governor submits a public directive calling for the movement of military units from the central
garrison
• Two other signatories sign the directive
2. The directive is passed with a simple majority and the public directive dictating the actions of the
military unit are emplaced
3. Until the next public directive, the military units are deployed

Example for Police Unit Movement
1. District Representative sends in private directive for Police Unit movement/action
2. The private directive is approved, via signature, by the Police Chief and is then submitted to Chair
3. The police units perform the movement or action dictated within the private directive Until the next
public directive, the military units are deployed

Time:
Each committee session will have a preset time span in which it will be covering. The passage
within those committee sessions will be dictated by the dais as appropriate. Queries regarding the
passage of time as per committee session or within the committee session in respect to real time
can be submitted through private directives or points of inquiry to the dais.
Use of Electronic Devices:
Delegates are not permitted to use laptops, smartphones or other electronic devices while the
committee is in session. Directives are to be handwritten and submitted to the dais. These will
then be typed out, if necessary, for the benefit of the committee. If there are any questions
regarding accessibility, they can be directed towards the dais.
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Participating Delegate Profiles

Overview of Committee Participants
Delegates

4
8
4
Map of Key Districts & Regions

Voting Percentage
Colonial Government
33%
District Representatives
67%
Civilian Organizations*
N/A

Committee Percentage

25%
50%
25%
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Colonial Government Delegates

Governor of Hong Kong
As the Governor of Hong Kong, you are the head of the Colonial Government in Hong Kong. Being
directly appointed by the British Government and sent from the United Kingdom, the Governor of Hong
Kong acts in two capacities; firstly as a the overall manager and final judge of the affairs of the Colony,
and secondly as the main individual through which the will of the British Government is passed through
to the Colonial Administration.
• Ability to veto any decisions or public directives made within the committee
• Ability to directly communicate with the British Government
• Ability to deploy military units from British Garrison
Chief of Royal Police in Hong Kong
The Chief of Royal Police in Hong Kong controls the Royal Hong Kong Police Force. Being a dedicated
and experienced official, the Chief has risen through the ranks. Being an Englishman, he is supported by a
mostly senior English police staff, which look over a large police force made up of largely Chinese police
officers. With many different threats coming from both domestically and abroad, the Royal Police acts as
the first line of defence for the Colony.
• Ability to veto and approve all police unit movements
• Direct Control of 20 Central Police Units and create additional units
• Ability to order investigation and espionage
Head of Hong Kong Monetary Fund
The Head of the Hong Kong Monetary Fund controls the main economic institutions located within Hong
Kong. As the basic treasurer and economic advisory body of the colony, the head is responsible for
planning and forming the backbone towards the progressive economic development of Hong Kong’s
future. Taking a direct interest into the industrial planning of the colony, he holds the ability to fund
various different infrastructure projects in the city.
• Ability to approve funds for various groups from Central Bank.
• Ability to control all transfer of finances and call for financial audits.
Head of Hong Kong Housing and Transportation Authority
The head of the Hong Kong Housing and Transportation Authority is responsible for the development of
adequate housing and transportation for Hong Kong. With the growing population of people within the
colony, the head of the Hong Kong Housing Transportation Authority is responsible for organized and
efficient planning in order to provide the means to cater to the dynamic nature of the Hong Kong
population
• Ability to approve all projects regarding housing and transportation development
• Ability to call for the development or limitation of various different housing and transportation
projects.
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Civilian Organization Delegates

*Special Note: As these organizations are civilian by nature and are non-associated with the Colonial Government,
they are unable to vote within the council as they, being “civilians”, are not afforded voting rights until established
within the committee.

Head of Hong Kong Federation of Trade Unions (HKFTU)
As the head of a major workers union in Hong Kong, you represent many of the workers in Hong Kong’s
growing labor force. Acting on the motto of “patriotism, solidarity, rights, benefits, participation”, the
union acts as both a labor union, offering security of jobs and wages through collective action and strikes,
as well as a community, offering discounted medical care and leftist inspired education. As the head of
the trade union, you act as one of the major leftist influences on the workers in Hong Kong, having links
with Communist and Leftist sympathizers both in China and Hong Kong.
• You maintain a headquarters in Kowloon City District.
• You may contact and gain resources as provided by the People’s Republic of China / Communist
Government
• You may organize collective action by workers within the Trade Union Council.
• Control and influence over the Ta Kung Pao Newspaper.
Head of Hong Kong and Kowloon Trades Union Council (HKKTU)
As the major alternative to the Head of the Hong Kong Federation of Trade Unions, the Hong Kong and
Kowloon Trades Union Council maintains links with Kuomintang (Nationalist) sympathizers. As the head
of the Trade Union Council, you offer services as a labor union and as well as a community service center
providing medical and educational services.
You maintain a headquarters at Yau Tsim Mong District and Rennie’s Mill, in Sai Kung District.
• You may contact and gain resources as provided by the Republic of China/ Kuomintang
Government
• You may organize collective action by workers within the Trade Union Council.
• Control and influence over the Sing Tao Newspaper
Head of the Cheung On Corporation
As the head of the Cheung On Corporation, you maintain the financial activities of the company tied to
the larger Sun Yee On Secret Society which participates in various different activities within the colony.
• You maintain a headquarters at Yau Tsim Mong District.
• Utilize large cash assets and revenue as appropriate
• Ability to utilize Secret Society units.
Head of the Ho On Corporation
As the head of the Ho On Corporation, you maintain the financial activities of the company tied to the
larger 14K Secret Society which participates in various different activities within the colony.
• You maintain a headquarters at Kowloon City District.
• Utilize large cash assets and revenue as appropriate
• Ability to utilize Secret Society units
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District Representative Delegates

Note: District Representatives represent specific regions which contain various districts. These are
illustrated on the Map of Key Districts & Regions at the beginning of this section.
Kowloon East (Sham Shui Po, Yau Tsim Mong, and Sai Kung District)
As the representative for Kowloon East, your district represents a wide variety of people. The Sham Shui
Po district is an area of working class communities based around the various industries and major
shipyard in the area. The Yau Tsim Mong district represents a medium commercial area, offering a small
variety of shops and commercial businesses as well as more rural settlements in the northern areas. Sai
Kung District is a rocky mountainous area, being home to small fishing villages, but also to the
Nationalist/ Kuomintang Village of Rennie’s Mill (Tiu Keng Leng).
Residential Rating: 7

Industrial Rating: 5

Commercial Rating: 5

Kowloon West (Wong Tai Sin, Kwun Tong and Kowloon City District)
As the representative for Kowloon West, your district remains relatively undeveloped apart from sparse
villages, although having large flat expanses perfect for development, both residential and industrial. The
main settlement and landmark of your region are the small Wong Tai Sin Temple, which one district is
named after, and the Kowloon Walled City, an informal community that has developed in the Kowloon
City District containing low-income people from all walks of life. Due to it being informal no-man’s land,
police have had limited authority in that area, allowing for both legitimate and illegitimate activities to
flourish in the area.
Residential Rating: 3

Industrial Rating: 3

Commercial Rating: 3

Hong Kong East (Central and Western District)
As the representative for Hong Kong East, your area contains the central government headquarters as well
as the main economic centers of the colony, being that of the large banks and commercial companies
based in the colony such as HSBC and Jardine’s. Your areas control some of the most affluent residential
areas, such as the (Victoria) Peak and Central, catering to both a large European and Chinese population.
With a very hilly countryside, development remains tricky with a majority of the population situated by
the coast.
Residential Rating: 10

Industrial Rating: 3

Commercial Rating: 8
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Hong Kong West (Eastern and Southern District)
As the representative for Hong Kong West, your area generally contains working class communities and
the primary industrial facilities of the colony, but only contains small scale commercial sites catering to
the local population. Hong Kong East generally contains large communities based around several
factories in the area, especially that of the Taikoo Dockyards.
Residential Rating: 5

Industrial Rating: 6

Commercial Rating: 3

Lower New Territories (Kwai Tsing, Tsuen Wan and Sha Tin District)
As the representative for the Lower New Territories, your areas are mainly inhabited by villagers in small
villages within the district, with small scale village markets serving as the main commercial centers.
Bordered by sea and maritime connections, the area has a strong potential for future development. With
strong ancestral ties to the land, the villagers maintain a strong indigenous cultural affinity to their
villages.
Residential Rating: 2

Industrial Rating: 2

Commercial Rating: 2

Upper New Territories East District (Tuen Mun, and Yuen Long District)
As the representative for the Upper New Territories East District, your areas border next to Shenzhen and
the Pearl River Delta, giving you great access to commercial trade and cross-border activities with
Mainland China. The main settlements are large villages that act as the main access points for all cross
border activities within the area. Like the rest of the New Territories, with strong ancestral ties to the land,
the villagers maintain a strong indigenous cultural affinity to their villages.
Residential Rating 3

Industrial Rating: 2

Commercial Rating: 4

Upper New Territories West District (North and Tai Po District)
As the representative for the Upper New Territories West, your district forms the main frontier and land
border between the colony and mainland China. Although the area contains only a small number of
walled villages, a high concentration of police placed within your area for the purposes of monitoring all
cross border activities within the area. Like the rest of the New Territories, with strong ancestral ties to
the land, the villagers maintain a strong indigenous cultural affinity to their villages.
Residential Rating: 3

Industrial Rating: 2

Commercial Rating: 2

Islands District (Islands District and Outlying Islands)
As the representative for the Islands district, your district covers the various different islands across Hong
Kong, with the largest being Lantau Island. Far and remote from both Hong Kong Island and the
Kowloon mainland, your area is populated by fishing villages and boat people that maintain a strict
adherence to their traditional fishing culture who wish to develop their communities, but also ensure the
survival of their villages and culture. Although there is a widely developed fishing industry, it has adapted
little to the changing times.
Residential Rating: 2

Industrial Rating: 2

Commercial Rating: 1

Hong Kong: City In Transition

17
Bibliography

"Hong Kong." Central Intelligence Agency. Accessed August 4, 2015.
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/hk.html.
"Hong Kong Profile - Timeline." BBC News. June 19, 2015. Accessed August 5, 2015.
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16526765.
Kit-Ching, Chan Lau. "The Perception of Chinese Communism in Hong Kong 1921–1934." The
China Quarterly CQY, no. 164 (2000): 1044-061.
"Memories of Home – 50 Years of Public Housing in Hong Kong." Hong Kong Heritage
Museum. Accessed August 24, 2015.
http://hk.heritage.museum/documents/2199315/2199693/Public_Housing-E.pdf.
Tai, Christine, Cherry Ge, and Gienne Lee. "Hong Kong's Squatter Settlements – from Transit
Points to Cherished Homes." Varsity RSS. May 12, 2011. Accessed August 24, 2015.
Welsh, Frank. A Borrowed Place: The History of Hong Kong. Illustrated ed. New York:
Kodansha International, 1993. 149.
Share, Michael. Where Empires Collided: Russian and Soviet Relations with Hong Kong,
Taiwan, and Macao. Hong Kong: Chinese University Press, 2007. 113.

Hong Kong: City In Transition

18
Recommended Readings

1.

Frank Welsh, A History of Hong Kong:
Welsh, Frank. A Borrowed Place: The History of Hong Kong. New York: Kodansha
International, 1993.

2. Hong Kong Timeline:
"Hong Kong Profile - Timeline." BBC News. June 19, 2015. Accessed August 5, 2015.
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16526765.
3. Memories of Home – 50 Years of Public Housing in Hong Kong:
Memories of Home – 50 Years of Public Housing in Hong Kong." Hong Kong Heritage Museum.
Accessed August 24, 2015.
http://hk.heritage.museum/documents/2199315/2199693/Public_Housing-E.pdf.
4. The Hong Kong Story (History of Hong Kong 1841 to 1997 ): Start at 34:00 minutes for more
succinct summary.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kk6gfAtwZ7Q
5. RTHK Hong Kong Stories : 30 minutes episodes documenting history of various Hong Kong
Locales. Recommended for research into the specific Hong Kong districts. These two links
contain episodes subtitled in English, although other episodes documenting other location not
included in these links are available in Cantonese with Chinese Subtitles as well as a minority
with English subtitles.
Part 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1uNSKuiqhTw
Part 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vAdp_vjps6k
6. Short Animation of Hong Kong History: Short animated summary of Hong Kong history,
audio in Cantonese with Chinese Subtitles.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9u3YPLaLCc
7. On The Hong Kong - China Border (1967): Short documentary of Hong Kong in 1967, with
special focus on border with China by British Pathe. Multiple other videos of Hong Kong in this
period are available from this source.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kibA-Sxn7QQ

