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C

hina and Taiwan share one
of the world’s most complex
relationships. Although similar
cultures and economic interests
promoted an explosion of economic
ties between them since the late
1980s, these ties have not led to an
improved political relationship, let
alone progress toward the unification
that both governments once claimed
to seek. In addition, Taiwan’s recent
Sunflower Movement succeeded in
obstructing deeper economic ties
with China.

Taiwan’s China Dilemma explains the
divergence between the development
of economic and political relations
across the Taiwan Strait through the

interplay of national identity and
economic interests. Using primary
sources,
opinion
surveys,
and
interviews with Taiwanese opinion
leaders, Syaru Shirley Lin paints a vivid
picture of one of the most unsettled
and dangerous relationships in the
contemporary world, and illustrates
the
growing
backlash
against
economic liberalization and regional
economic integration around the
world.
“Borrowing from an eclectic range
of approaches, Lin sidesteps static
binaries and moves the study of
cross-Strait economic relations onto
new, more fruitful ground.”
—Shelley Rigger, Davidson College

SYARU SHIRLEY LIN is a founding faculty member of the graduate program in Global Political Economy at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. She received her A.B. from Harvard College and her Ph.D.
from the University of Hong Kong. She was previously a partner at Goldman Sachs, where she was
responsible for private equity and venture capital investments in Asia.
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