2 Corinthians 4:1-6
Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy
of God, we do not lose heart. But we have
renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways.
We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper
with God's word, but by the open statement
of the truth we would commend ourselves to
everyone's conscience in the sight of God.

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled
to those who are perishing. In their case the
god of this world has blinded the minds of
the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God.

For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but
Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your
servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who
said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has
shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ.

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled
to those who are perishing.
Acts 20:24
But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to
myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I
received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the
grace of God.
1 Corinthians 1:18
For the word of the cross is folly to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God.

2 Corinthians 4:4
to keep them from seeing the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God.

2 Corinthians 4:6
For God, who said, “Let light shine out
of darkness,” has shone in our hearts
to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.

Isaiah 42:16
And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in
paths that they have not known I will guide them. I will turn
the darkness before them into light, the rough places into
level ground.
Isaiah 58:8
Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your
healing shall spring up speedily
Isaiah 60:1-2
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the
LORD has risen upon you. For behold, darkness shall cover
the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD
will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.

John 3:19
And this is the judgment: the light has come
into the world, and people loved the
darkness rather than the light because
their works were evil.

Man does not do evil against his will, under
pressure, as though he were taken by the scruff of
the neck and dragged into it, like a thief being
dragged off against his will to punishment; but he
does it spontaneously and voluntarily. And this
willingness or volition is something which he cannot
in his own strength eliminate, restrain or alter.
– Martin Luther

2 Corinthians 4:6
For God, who said, “Let light shine
out of darkness,” has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.

Genesis 1:1
In the beginning, God created the heavens and
the earth.
Bara- only used of God- to make something out
of nothing (ex- nihilo)
Hebrews 11:3
By faith we understand that the universe was
created by the word of God, so that what is
seen was not made out of things that are
visible.

2 Corinthians 4:6
For God, who said, “Let light shine out
of darkness,” has shone in our hearts
to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Just as in the beginning 'God said, "Let
there be light"; and there was light' so, at
the moment He appointed for our new birth,
he said, 'Let there be life' and there was life.
- J. A. Motyer

John 3:3
Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless
one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
John 3:4
Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when
he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's
womb and be born?”
John 3:6
That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit.

John 3:9
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?”
John 3:10
Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and
yet you do not understand these things?

Why Nicodemus Should Know Our Hearts Must Change
Deuteronomy 30:6
And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart
of your offspring, so that you will love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live.
Jeremiah 31:33
For this is the covenant that I will make… I will put my law within
them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God,
and they shall be my people.
Ezekiel 36:26
And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within
you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and
give you a heart of flesh.

Apart from new birth, I am my problem. You
are not my main problem. My parents were
not my main problem. My enemies are not
my main problem. I am my main problem.
Not my deeds, and not my circumstances,
and not the people in my life, but my nature
is my deepest personal problem.
– John Piper

Acts 16:13-14
And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate
to the riverside, where we supposed there was a
place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to
the women who had come together. One who
heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the
city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was
a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart
to pay attention to what was said by Paul.

The gospel is preached in the ears of all; it
only comes with power to some. The power
that is in the gospel does not lie in the
eloquence of the preacher; otherwise men
would be converters of souls. We might
preach till our tongues rotted, till we should
exhaust our lungs and die, but never a soul
would be converted unless there were
mysterious power going with it -

the Holy Ghost changing the will of man. O
Sirs! We might as well preach to stone walls
as to preach to humanity unless the Holy
Ghost be with the Word, to give it power to
convert the soul.

– Charles Spurgeon

