Man Is Fickle; God Is Faithful

Judges 14
Samson went down to Timnah, and at Timnah he
saw one of the daughters of the Philistines. Then
he came up and told his father and mother, “I
saw one of the daughters of the Philistines at
Timnah. Now get her for me as my wife.” But his
father and mother said to him, “Is there not a
woman among the daughters of your relatives,

or among all our people, that you must go to take
a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines?” But
Samson said to his father, “Get her for me, for she
is right in my eyes.” His father and mother did not
know that it was from the LORD, for he was
seeking an opportunity against the Philistines. At
that time the Philistines ruled over Israel. Then
Samson went down with his father and mother to
Timnah, and they came to the vineyards of Timnah.

And behold, a young lion came toward him roaring.
Then the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon him, and
although he had nothing in his hand, he tore the
lion in pieces as one tears a young goat. But he did
not tell his father or his mother what he had done.
Then he went down and talked with the woman,
and she was right in Samson's eyes. After some
days he returned to take her. And he turned aside
to see the carcass of the lion, and behold,

there was a swarm of bees in the body of the lion,
and honey. He scraped it out into his hands and
went on, eating as he went. And he came to his
father and mother and gave some to them, and
they ate. But he did not tell them that he had
scraped the honey from the carcass of the lion. His
father went down to the woman, and Samson
prepared a feast there, for so the young men used
to do.

As soon as the people saw him, they brought thirty
companions to be with him. And Samson said to
them, “Let me now put a riddle to you. If you can tell
me what it is, within the seven days of the feast, and
find it out, then I will give you thirty linen garments
and thirty changes of clothes, but if you cannot tell
me what it is, then you shall give me thirty linen
garments and thirty changes of clothes.” And they
said to him, “Put your riddle, that we may hear it.”

And he said to them, “Out of the eater came
something to eat. Out of the strong came
something sweet.” And in three days they could
not solve the riddle. On the fourth day they said to
Samson's wife, “Entice your husband to tell us
what the riddle is, lest we burn you and your
father's house with fire. Have you invited us here
to impoverish us?”

And Samson's wife wept over him and said, “You
only hate me; you do not love me. You have put a
riddle to my people, and you have not told me
what it is.” And he said to her, “Behold, I have not
told my father nor my mother, and shall I tell
you?” She wept before him the seven days that
their feast lasted, and on the seventh day he told
her, because she pressed him hard. Then she told
the riddle to her people.

And the men of the city said to him on the seventh
day before the sun went down, “What is sweeter
than honey? What is stronger than a lion?” And he
said to them, “If you had not plowed with my heifer,
you would not have found out my riddle.” And the
Spirit of the LORD rushed upon him, and he went
down to Ashkelon and struck down thirty men of the
town and took their spoil and gave the garments to
those who had told the riddle. In hot anger he went
back to his father's house.

And Samson's wife was given to his companion, who
had been his best man.

Judges 14:1
Samson went down to Timnah, and at
Timnah he saw one of the daughters
of the Philistines.

Joshua 19:40-43
The seventh lot came out for the tribe
of the people of Dan, according to their
clans. And the territory of its inheritance
included Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir-shemesh,
Shaalabbin, Aijalon, Ithlah, Elon, Timnah,
Ekron,

Judges 14:2-3
Then he came up and told his father and mother, “I
saw one of the daughters of the Philistines at
Timnah. Now get her for me as my wife.” But his
father and mother said to him, “Is there not a
woman among the daughters of your relatives, or
among all our people, that you must go to take a
wife from the uncircumcised Philistines?”
But Samson said to his father, “Get her for me, for
she is right in my eyes.”

Judges 1:12-15
And Caleb said, “He who attacks Kiriath-sepher and
captures it, I will give him Achsah my daughter for a
wife.” And Othniel…captured it. And he gave him
Achsah his daughter for a wife. When she came to him,
she urged him to ask her father for a field. And she
dismounted from her donkey, and Caleb said to her,
“What do you want?” She said to him, “Give me a
blessing. Since you have set me in the land of the
Negeb, give me also springs of water.” And Caleb gave
her the upper springs and the lower springs.

As Israel’s spiritual condition grows worse and
worse, the scene seems to be set for a great
judge/leader, perhaps the greatest of all. And
chapter 13, with its annunciation, prepares us for
a wonderful, powerful deliverer. Instead, we find
by far the most flawed character in the book: a
violent, impulsive, sexually addicted, emotionally
immature and selfish man.
– Tim Keller

Judges 14:4
His father and mother did not know that it
was from the LORD, for he was seeking an
opportunity against the Philistines.
Samson?
He has planned this
phony marriage as
a trap to attack the
Phillistines.

The Lord?
He will work through
Samson’s foolishness
to punish the
Phillistines.

Deuteronomy 7:3-4
You shall not intermarry with them, giving
your daughters to their sons or taking
their daughters for your sons,
for they would turn away your sons from
following me, to serve other gods.

Samson is a leader who reflects
Israel’s real spiritual state, rather
than God’s ideal for his people. Here
we are seeing Israel writ small, in
one man’s life.
– Tim Keller

Judges 14:5-6
And behold, a young lion came toward him
roaring. Then the Spirit of the LORD rushed
upon him, and although he had nothing in
his hand, he tore the lion in pieces as one
tears a young goat. But he did not tell his
father or his mother what he had done.

1 Samuel 17:34-36
But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep
sheep for his father. And when there came a lion,
or a bear, and took a lamb from the flock, I went
after him and struck him and delivered it out of
his mouth. And if he arose against me, I caught
him by his beard and struck him and killed him.
Your servant has struck down both lions and
bears, and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be
like one of them, for he has defied the armies of
the living God.”

No, you needn’t expect lions to come
roaring out of vineyards; but you should
notice this pattern in God’s ways. He will, by
some smaller episode of deliverance or
provision, show you how adequate he is so
that you will be encouraged to rely on him
in upcoming and possibly more demanding
circumstances.
- Dale Ralph Davis

Judges 14:8-9
there was a swarm of bees in the body of
the lion, and honey. He scraped it out into
his hands and went on, eating as he went.
And he came to his father and mother and
gave some to them, and they ate. But he did
not tell them that he had scraped the honey
from the carcass of the lion.

Numbers 6:6-8
All the days that he separates himself to the
LORD he shall not go near a dead body. Not
even for his father or for his mother, for
brother or sister, if they die, shall he make
himself unclean, because his separation to God
is on his head. All the days of his separation he
is holy to the LORD.

Judges 14:10
His father went down to the woman,
and Samson prepared a feast there,
for so the young men used to do.
Feast- mishteh- a drinking party

Numbers 6:1-5
And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to
the people of Israel and say to them, When
either a man or a woman makes a special vow,
the vow of a Nazirite, to separate himself to the
LORD, he shall separate himself from wine and
strong drink... All the days of his vow of
separation, no razor shall touch his head. Until
the time is completed for which he separates
himself to the LORD, he shall be holy.

Judges 14:14-15
And he said to them, “Out of the eater came
something to eat. Out of the strong came
something sweet.” And in three days they could
not solve the riddle. On the fourth day they said to
Samson's wife, “Entice your husband to tell us
what the riddle is, lest we burn you and your
father's house with fire. Have you invited us here
to impoverish us?”

Judges 14:16-17
And Samson's wife wept over him and said, “You
only hate me; you do not love me. You have put a
riddle to my people, and you have not told me
what it is.” And he said to her, “Behold, I have not
told my father nor my mother, and shall I tell
you?” She wept before him the seven days that
their feast lasted, and on the seventh day he told
her, because she pressed him hard. Then she told
the riddle to her people.

Judges 14:18-19
And the men of the city said to him on the seventh
day before the sun went down, “What is sweeter than
honey? What is stronger than a lion?” And he said to
them, “If you had not plowed with my heifer, you
would not have found out my riddle.” And the Spirit
of the LORD rushed upon him, and he went down to
Ashkelon and struck down thirty men of the town and
took their spoil and gave the garments to those who
had told the riddle. In hot anger he went back to his
father's house.

Genesis 50:20
As for you, you meant evil against me, but God
meant it for good, to bring it about that many
people should be kept alive, as they are today.

When I use the word "providence"…I mean that
wonderful, strange, mysterious, unguessable
way Yahweh has of ruling His world and
sustaining His people, and His doing it,
frequently, over, under, around, through, or in
spite of the most common stuff of our lives or
even the bias of our wills.
- Dale Ralph Davis

Judges 14:20
And Samson's wife was given to his
companion, who had been his best man.

There is no such thing as harmonious coexistence between the church and the
world, for where there is no conflict it is
because the world has taken over.
– Michael Wilcock

