RUTH
The Romance
of Redemption

Ruth 1:1-2
In the days when the judges ruled there was a
famine in the land, and a man of Bethlehem in
Judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab,
he and his wife and his two sons. 2 The name of
the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife
Naomi, and the names of his two sons were
Mahlon and Chilion. They were Ephrathites
from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the
country of Moab and remained there.

Ruth 1:3-5
But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died,
and she was left with her two sons. 4 These
took Moabite wives; the name of the one was
Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. They
lived there about ten years, 5 and both Mahlon
and Chilion died, so that the woman was left
without her two sons and her husband.

Genesis 12:1-3
The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your
country, your people and your father's household
and go to the land I will show you. "I will make
you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will
make your name great, and you will be a blessing.
I will bless those who bless you, and whoever
curses you I will curse; and ALL PEOPLES ON
EARTH WILL BE BLESSED THROUGH YOU."

The Families Of The Earth:
Blessed Through One Family

Abraham’s
family

The idea of missions, that is, God’s desire to bless
the entire world, did not begin in the New
Testament or with Jesus. Missions began in the
heart of God.
- Steve Heartsill

Ezekiel 5:5
Thus says the Lord GOD: This is
Jerusalem. I have set her in the center
of the nations, with countries all
around her.

Israel: The Strategic Land Bridge

This is where the book of Ruth comes in. It
focuses like a microscope on part of the
detailed preparation God made in order to
fulfill his purposes in redemptive history.
Apparently the story of a small and insignificant
family, it is actually one of the building blocks in
God’s preparatory work as he sovereignly
directed history towards the coming of the
Savior Jesus Christ.
– Sinclair Ferguson
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In the days when the judges ruled there
was a famine in the land,
“when the judges ruled”a spiritually dark time in Israel’s history
Judges 21:25
In those days there was no king in Israel.
Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.

In the days when the judges ruled there
was a famine in the land,
“a famine”something an ancient Jew would have understood as a sign
of God’s displeasure and judgment.
Deuteronomy 28:15-17
“But if you will not obey the voice of the Lord your God or
be careful to do all his commandments and his statutes
that I command you today, then all these curses shall come
upon you and overtake you. Cursed shall you be in the city,
and cursed shall you be in the field. Cursed shall be your
basket and your kneading bowl.

…and a man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the
country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. 2 The name of
the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the
names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They were
Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of
Moab and remained there.

“Bethlehem”-

literally “house of bread,” laced with irony in light of the famine

“Moab”-

full of “bread” but a place associated with great evil

1.Moabites originated from an incestuous relationship with Lot and his daughter.
2.Moab’s king, Balak, hired Balaam to curse Israel when they came out of Egypt
3.Many of their women had introduced Israelite men to worshipping foreign gods.
4.They had attacked and oppressed Israel shortly before Ruth’s time.

The name of the man was Elimelech and
the name of his wife Naomi, and the
names of his two sons were Mahlon and
Chilion. They were Ephrathites from
Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the
country of Moab and remained there.
Elimelech=
“My God is King”

Many bear the label “Christian,” yet their
Christianity has no real impact on lifedefining decisions just as Elimelech bore
the name “My God is king” yet lived in a
way that made it evident that God wasn’t
his king at all.
– Ian Duguid

They went into the country of Moab and
remained there. 3 But Elimelech, the husband
of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two
sons. 4 These took Moabite wives; the name
of the one was Orpah and the name of the
other Ruth. They lived there about ten years,
5 and both Mahlon and Chilion died, so that
the woman was left without her two sons and
her husband.

Naomi and her family came to Moab for a
better chance at survival, a better life than in
Bethlehem. But circumstances proved that
Moab was more hostile, more deadly, than
Israel. With Elimelech, Mahlon, and Chilion,
all dead, Naomi and her daughters-in-law are
left with a bleak future and little hope.
– Brett Avants

