RUTH
The Romance
of Redemption

Ruth 3:1-18
Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My
daughter, should I not seek rest for you, that it may
be well with you? 2 Is not Boaz our relative, with
whose young women you were? See, he is
winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor.
3 Wash therefore and anoint yourself, and put on
your cloak and go down to the threshing floor, but
do not make yourself known to the man until he
has finished eating and drinking. 4 But when he lies
down, observe the place where he lies.

Then go and uncover his feet and lie down, and
he will tell you what to do.” 5 And she replied,
“All that you say I will do.”6 So she went down
to the threshing floor and did just as her
mother-in-law had commanded her. 7 And when
Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was
merry, he went to lie down at the end of the
heap of grain. Then she came softly and
uncovered his feet and lay down. At midnight
the man was startled and turned over, and
behold, a woman lay at his feet!

9 He said, “Who are you?” And she answered, “I
am Ruth, your servant. Spread your wings over
your servant, for you are a redeemer.” 10 And
he said, “May you be blessed by the Lord, my
daughter. You have made this last kindness
greater than the first in that you have not gone
after young men, whether poor or rich. 11 And
now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you
all that you ask, for all my fellow townsmen
know that you are a worthy woman. 12 And
now it is true that I am a redeemer. Yet there is
a redeemer nearer than I.

13 Remain tonight, and in the morning, if he will
redeem you, good; let him do it. But if he is not
willing to redeem you, then, as the Lord lives, I
will redeem you. Lie down until the morning.” 14
So she lay at his feet until the morning, but
arose before one could recognize another. And
he said, “Let it not be known that the woman
came to the threshing floor.” 15 And he said,
“Bring the garment you are wearing and hold it
out.” So she held it, and he measured out six
measures of barley and put it on her. Then she
went into the city.

16 And when she came to her mother-in-law,
she said, “How did you fare, my daughter?”
Then she told her all that the man had done
for her, 17 saying, “These six measures of
barley he gave to me, for he said to me, ‘You
must not go back empty-handed to your
mother-in-law.’” 18 She replied, “Wait, my
daughter, until you learn how the matter turns
out, for the man will not rest but will settle the
matter today.”

Ruth 3:1
Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter,
should I not seek rest for you, that it may be well with you?
Is not Boaz our relative, with whose young women you
were?
Ruth 2:20
And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “May he be blessed
by the Lord, whose kindness has not forsaken the living or
the dead!” Naomi also said to her, “The man is a close
relative of ours, one of our redeemers.”
Ruth 2:1
Now Naomi had a relative of her husband's, a worthy man
of the clan of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz.

A relative could redeem property lost by a family member.
Leviticus 25:25
"If your brother becomes poor and sells part of his property, then his
nearest redeemer shall come and redeem what his brother has sold.”.

A relative could redeem a relative who sold himself into slavery.

Leviticus 25:47
If a stranger or sojourner with you becomes rich, and your brother beside him
becomes poor and sells himself to the stranger or sojourner with you or to a
member of the stranger's clan, then after he is sold he may be redeemed. One of
his brothers may redeem him.

A relative could redeem the memory and reputation of a
murdered relative.

Deuteronomy 19:11-12
But if anyone hates his neighbor and lies in wait for him and attacks him and
strikes him fatally, then the elders of his city shall send and take him from there,
and hand him over to the avenger of blood, so that he may die.

Deuteronomy 25:5-10
“If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies and
has no son, the wife of the dead man shall not be
married outside the family to a stranger. Her husband's
brother shall go in to her and take her as his wife and
perform the duty of a husband's brother to her. And the
first son whom she bears shall succeed to the name of
his dead brother, that his name may not be blotted out
of Israel. 7 And if the man does not wish to take his
brother's wife, then his brother's wife shall go up to the
gate to the elders and say, ‘My husband's brother
refuses to perpetuate his brother's name in Israel; he
will not perform the duty of a husband's brother to me.’

8 Then the elders of his city shall call him and
speak to him, and if he persists, saying, ‘I do
not wish to take her,’ 9 then his brother's wife
shall go up to him in the presence of the elders
and pull his sandal off his foot and spit in his
face. And she shall answer and say, ‘So shall it
be done to the man who does not build up his
brother's house.’ 10 And the name of his house
shall be called in Israel, ‘The house of him who
had his sandal pulled off.’

Elements Of A Levirate Marriage
1. It assumes the context of an extended family- brothers living
together. (“If brothers dwell together…”)
2. It assumes that a brother will go all out in his commitment to
be a real husband to his brother’s widow and a real father to the
children produced in the new marriage. (“Her husband's brother shall
go in to her and take her as his wife and perform the duty of a husband's
brother to her.”)

3. The obligation is NOT absolute, the brother has a choice,
even if it is shameful to reject it. (“And if the man does not wish to take
his brother's wife…”)

4. The ultimate purpose was to perpetuate the name and honor
of the deceased. (“And the first son whom she bears shall succeed to the
name of his dead brother, that his name may not be blotted out of Israel.”)

If a man, after having contracted a
marriage, dies without sons, then he dies
entirely. It is this blotting out of life which is
to be avoided. His nearest of kin, the
brother, must perform this office of love in
order to protect him from extermination.
– D.A. Leggett, Israel: Its Life and Culture

To believe actively that our Heavenly Father constantly
spreads around us providential circumstances that work
for our present good and our everlasting well-being brings
to the soul a wonderful encouragement. Most of us go
through life praying a little, planning a little, jockeying for
position, hoping but never being quite certain of anything,
and always secretly afraid that we will miss the way. This
is a tragic waste of truth and never gives rest to the
heart. There is a better way. God has charged Himself
with full responsibility for our eternal happiness and
stands ready to take over the management of our lives
the moment we turn in faith to Him.”
– A. W. Tozer

Is not Boaz our relative, with whose young
women you were? See, he is winnowing barley
tonight at the threshing floor. 3 Wash therefore
and anoint yourself, and put on your cloak and
go down to the threshing floor, but do not make
yourself known to the man until he has finished
eating and drinking. 4 But when he lies down,
observe the place where he lies. Then go and
uncover his feet and lie down, and he will
tell you what to do.” 5 And she replied, “All
that you say I will do.”

Naomi “models one way in which divine and
human actions work together: believers are
not to wait passively for events to happen;
rather, they must seize the initiative when
an opportunity presents itself. They assume
that God presents the opportunity.”
– Robert Hubbard

Anybody who thinks that a loose woman and a finagling
mother-in-law are at work here is on another planet.
– John Piper

“Hey Dave, I don’t think I agree with Piper here- am I right that you
don’t either?” – Question from Greg to Dave Shive

Of course, I often disagree with Piper but for you, it must be painful.
– Dave’s response to Greg

“The delicacy of the scheme is obvious, and
the potential for disaster is extreme. From a
human perspective Naomi seems to be taking
a huge gamble that Boaz may not interpret
this series of nonverbal gestures in
accordance with the meaning she intends.”
– D. L. Block

So she went down to the threshing floor
and did just as her mother-in-law had
commanded her. 7 And when Boaz had
eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry,
he went to lie down at the end of the heap
of grain. Then she came softly and
uncovered his feet and lay down. 8 At
midnight the man was startled and turned
over, and behold, a woman lay at his feet! 9
He said, “Who are you?”

And she answered, “I am Ruth, your servant.
Spread your wings over your servant, for you
are a redeemer.”

Ruth 2:12
The Lord repay you for what you have done, and
a full reward be given you by the Lord, the God
of Israel, under whose wings you have come
to take refuge!”

And he said, “May you be blessed by the
Lord, my daughter. You have made this last
kindness greater than the first in that you
have not gone after young men, whether
poor or rich. 11 And now, my daughter, do
not fear. I will do for you all that you ask,
for all my fellow townsmen know that you
are a worthy woman.

Ruth 2:1 Now Naomi had a relative of her husband’s, a
worthy man of the clan of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz.
NIV- “a man of standing”
NAS- “a man of great wealth”
MSG- “a man prominent and rich”
NLT- “a wealthy and influential man”

The stars are beautiful overhead, it is
midnight, he loves her, she loves him, they
are alone, she is under his cloak . . . and he
stops it for the sake of righteousness, and
does not touch her. What a man! What a
woman! Listen, the mood of American life
today is, if it feels good, do it, and to hell with
your guilt-producing, puritanical principles of
chastity and faithfulness.

But I say to you, if the stars are shining in
their beauty and your blood is thudding like a
hammer and you are safe in the privacy of
your place, stop . . . for the sake of
righteousness. Let the morning dawn on your
purity. Don't be like the world. Be like Boaz.
Be like Ruth. Profoundly in love. Subtle and
perceptive in communication. Powerful in selfcontrol. Committed to righteousness.
– John Piper

And now it is true that I am a redeemer.
Yet there is a redeemer nearer than I.
13 Remain tonight, and in the morning, if
he will redeem you, good; let him do it. But
if he is not willing to redeem you, then, as
the Lord lives, I will redeem you. Lie down
until the morning.”

So she lay at his feet until the morning, but arose
before one could recognize another. And he said, “Let
it not be known that the woman came to the
threshing floor.” 15 And he said, “Bring the garment
you are wearing and hold it out.” So she held it, and
he measured out six measures of barley and put it on
her… 16 And when she came to her mother-in-law,
she said, “How did you fare, my daughter?” Then she
told her all that the man had done for her, 17 saying,
“These six measures of barley he gave to me…18 She
replied, “Wait, my daughter, until you learn how the
matter turns out, for the man will not rest but will
settle the matter today.”

The debt was so great, that while
man alone owed it, only God
could pay it.
– Anselm

