RUTH
The Romance
of Redemption

Ruth 4:1-22
Now Boaz had gone up to the gate and sat
down there. And behold, the redeemer, of whom
Boaz had spoken, came by. So Boaz said, “Turn
aside, friend; sit down here.” And he turned
aside and sat down. 2 And he took ten men of
the elders of the city and said, “Sit down here.”
So they sat down. 3 Then he said to the
redeemer, “Naomi, who has come back from the
country of Moab, is selling the parcel of land
that belonged to our relative Elimelech.

4 So I thought I would tell you of it and say,
‘Buy it in the presence of those sitting here and
in the presence of the elders of my people.’ If
you will redeem it, redeem it. But if you will not,
tell me, that I may know, for there is no one
besides you to redeem it, and I come after you.”
And he said, “I will redeem it.” 5 Then Boaz
said, “The day you buy the field from the hand
of Naomi, you also acquire Ruth the Moabite,
the widow of the dead, in order to perpetuate
the name of the dead in his inheritance.”

6 Then the redeemer said, “I cannot redeem it
for myself, lest I impair my own inheritance.
Take my right of redemption yourself, for I
cannot redeem it.” 7 Now this was the custom in
former times in Israel concerning redeeming and
exchanging: to confirm a transaction, the one
drew off his sandal and gave it to the other, and
this was the manner of attesting in Israel. 8 So
when the redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy it for
yourself,” he drew off his sandal. 9Then Boaz
said to the elders and all the people, “You are
witnesses this day that I have bought from the

hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech
and all that belonged to Chilion and to Mahlon.
10 Also Ruth the Moabite, the widow of Mahlon,
I have bought to be my wife, to perpetuate the
name of the dead in his inheritance, that the
name of the dead may not be cut off from
among his brothers and from the gate of his
native place. You are witnesses this day.” 11
Then all the people who were at the gate and
the elders said, “We are witnesses. May the
LORD make the woman, who is coming into
your house, like Rachel and Leah,

who together built up the house of Israel. May
you act worthily in Ephrathah and be renowned
in Bethlehem, 12 and may your house be like
the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah,
because of the offspring that the LORD will give
you by this young woman.” 13 So Boaz took
Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in
to her, and the LORD gave her conception, and
she bore a son. 14 Then the women said to
Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, who has not left
you this day without a redeemer, and may his
name be renowned in Israel!

15 He shall be to you a restorer of life and a
nourisher of your old age, for your daughterin-law who loves you, who is more to you than
seven sons, has given birth to him.” 16 Then
Naomi took the child and laid him on her lap
and became his nurse. 17 And the women of
the neighborhood gave him a name, saying,
“A son has been born to Naomi.” They named
him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the
father of David.

18 Now these are the generations of Perez:
Perez fathered Hezron, 19 Hezron fathered
Ram, Ram fathered Amminadab, 20
Amminadab fathered Nahshon, Nahshon
fathered Salmon, 21 Salmon fathered Boaz,
Boaz fathered Obed, 22 Obed fathered Jesse,
and Jesse fathered David.

Ruth 3:10-12
And he said, “May you be blessed by the
Lord, my daughter. You have made this last
kindness greater than the first in that you
have not gone after young men, whether
poor or rich. 11 And now, my daughter, do
not fear. I will do for you all that you ask,
for all my fellow townsmen know that you
are a worthy woman. 12 And now it is true
that I am a redeemer. Yet there is a
redeemer nearer than I.

Which of the two candidates- Boaz or the other
kinsman- will become Ruth’s husband? Naturally
audience sympathy lies with Boaz, but the fear
is that Ruth would fall victim to her fine
reputation and to Boaz’s integrity. How could
the relative decline to marry such a worthy
woman (3:11)? And given Boaz’s evident
honesty, the reader sadly suspects that he
might passively acquiesce to accepted custom
and thereby cede Ruth to the other man.
– Robert Hubbard

3:18 She replied, “Wait, my daughter,
until you learn how the matter turns out,
for the man will not rest but will
settle the matter today.”

Now Boaz had gone up to the GATE and sat down there…
Deuteronomy 25:7
"But if the man does not desire to take his brother's wife,
then his brother's wife shall go up to the GATE to the
elders and say, 'My husband's brother refuses to establish
a name for his brother in Israel; he is not willing to
perform the duty of a husband's brother to me.'
Lamentations 5:4
Elders are gone from the GATE, Young men from their
music

This town gate then becomes sort of the
official meeting place where official business is
done. The elders of the city are the officials
that preside over that business. Boaz has gone
to the town gate, where he knows this
kinsman-redeemer is coming and has gathered
ten of the elders there. He has gone to great
care and concern to make sure that this is all
done properly.
– Brett Avants

And behold, the redeemer, of whom Boaz had spoken,
came by. So Boaz said, “Turn aside, friend; sit down
here.” And he turned aside and sat down.

“friend”- a generic term for a Hebrew play on words- literally
peloni almoni

Mr. “So and So”

Doubtless Boaz knew his name, and called
him by it; but it is omitted by the holy writer,
partly because it was unnecessary to know
it; and principally in way of contempt, as is
usual, and as a just punishment upon him,
that he who would not preserve his brother’s
name might lose his own.
– Matthew Poole

4 So I thought I would tell you of it and say,
‘Buy it in the presence of those sitting here and
in the presence of the elders of my people.’ If
you will redeem it, redeem it. But if you will not,
tell me, that I may know, for there is no one
besides you to redeem it, and I come after you.”
And he said, “I will redeem it.”

The audience probably remained mystified by
the proceedings. When would Ruth’s petition
for marriage come up for discussion? The
other man’s “yes” proved an ominous
disappointment. If the man took the field, he
might also take Ruth. Only a fool would not! If
so, the story would end in hollow happiness:
romance would surrender to regulation, love
capitulate to legality- unless, of course, Boaz
had some shrewd scheme in mind.
– Robert Hubbard

A pilot on a cold, cold morn’
One-hundred fifty-five people on board
All safe and all rescued
From the slowly sinking ship
Water warmer than, his head so cool
In that tight bind knew what to do
And you have proved to be

A Real Hero- by College

5 Then Boaz said, “The day you buy the field from the
hand of Naomi, you also acquire Ruth the Moabite, the
widow of the dead, in order to perpetuate the name of the
dead in his inheritance.”
1. Boaz shrewdly suggests that marrying Ruth is a condition of
the “easier” act of buying back the land.
“The day you buy the field, you ALSO acquire Ruth…”
2. Boaz shrewdly calls attention to Ruth’s ethnic identity (i.e. an
outsider).
“Ruth the Moabite…”
3. Boaz shrewdly highlights the radical commitment entailed in
having more than a trophy wife, or a marriage of convenience.
“In order to PERPETUATE THE NAME of the dead…”

6 Then the redeemer said, “I cannot redeem it
for myself, lest I impair my own inheritance.
Take my right of redemption yourself, for I
cannot redeem it.”

Matthew 10:16
Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in
the midst of wolves, so be wise as
serpents and innocent as doves.

Then all the people who were at the gate and the elders
said, “We are witnesses. May the Lord make the woman,
who is coming into your house, like Rachel and Leah,
who together built up the house of Israel. May you act
worthily in Ephrathah and be renowned in Bethlehem, 12
and may your house be like the house of Perez, whom
Tamar bore to Judah, because of the offspring that the
Lord will give you by this young woman.”
Rachel and LeahIn essence the “mothers” of the tribes of Israel
TamarLike Ruth, she was an “outsider” (Canaanite daughter-in-law of
Judah) whose child Perez continued the tribal line of Judah.

Marriage is more than your love for each other.
It has a higher dignity and power, for it is God's
holy ordinance, through which He wills to
perpetuate the human race till the end of time.
In your love you see only your two selves in the
world, but in marriage you are a link in the chain
of the generations, which God causes to come
and to pass away to His glory, and calls into His
kingdom. In your love, you see only the heaven
of your own happiness, but in marriage you are
placed at a post of responsibility towards the

world and mankind. Your love is your own
private possession, but marriage is more than
something personal - it is a status, an office.
Just as it is the crown, and not merely the will
to rule, that makes the king, so it is marriage,
and not merely your love for each other, that
joins you together in the sight of God and man.”
– Dietrich Bonhoeffer

13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And
he went in to her, and the LORD gave her
conception, and she bore a son.
14 Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the
LORD, who has not left you this day without a
redeemer, and may his name be renowned in
Israel!...
21 Salmon fathered Boaz, Boaz fathered Obed, 22
Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David.

15 He shall be to you a restorer of life and a
nourisher of your old age, for your daughterin-law who loves you, who is more to you than
seven sons, has given birth to him.” 16 Then
Naomi took the child and laid him on her lap
and became his nurse. 17 And the women of
the neighborhood gave him a name, saying,
“A son has been born to Naomi.” They named
him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the
father of David.

The last of the central characters to leave the
stage is Naomi- perhaps an indication that, all
along, the story has been about her life. In
this last glimpse of Naomi she is sitting with
Boaz’s and Ruth’s son Obed in her arms. He is
a ‘handful’ for his once empty-handed
grandmother!
– Sinclair Ferguson

18 Now these are the generations of Perez:
Perez fathered Hezron, 19 Hezron fathered
Ram, Ram fathered Amminadab, 20
Amminadab fathered Nahshon, Nahshon
fathered Salmon, 21 Salmon fathered Boaz,
Boaz fathered Obed, 22 Obed fathered
Jesse, and Jesse fathered David.

18 Now these are the generations of Perez:
Perez fathered Hezron, 19 Hezron fathered
Ram, Ram fathered Amminadab, 20
Amminadab fathered Nahshon, Nahshon
fathered Salmon, 21 Salmon fathered Boaz,
Boaz fathered Obed, 22 Obed fathered
Jesse, and Jesse fathered David.

Matthew 1:1-17
A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of
Abraham:
2Abraham was the father of Isaac,
Isaac the father of Jacob,
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,
3Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar,
Perez the father of Hezron,
Hezron the father of Ram,
4Ram the father of Amminadab,
Amminadab the father of Nahshon,
Nahshon the father of Salmon,
5Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab,
Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth,
Obed the father of Jesse,
6and Jesse the father of King David.
David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah's wife,

