STORY
TELLING

The Parables of
Jesus

Matthew 13:1-4
That same day Jesus went out of the house
and sat beside the sea. 2 And great crowds
gathered about him, so that he got into a boat
and sat down. 3 And the whole crowd stood
on the beach. And he told them many things
in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow.
4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the
path, and the birds came and devoured them.

5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where
they did not have much soil, and immediately
they sprang up, since they had no depth of
soil, 6 but when the sun rose they were
scorched. And since they had no root, they
withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and
produced grain, some a hundredfold, some
sixty, some thirty. He who has ears, let him
hear.”

9 He who has ears, let him hear.

That same day Jesus went out of the house
and sat beside the sea.

Sometimes there is more power in religion
where there is the least pomp in religion.
– Matthew Henry

10 Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why
do you speak to them in parables?”

11 And he answered them, “To you it has been
given to know the secrets of the kingdom
of heaven,

The unifying theme that comes through these
three passages is the very encouraging
promise of first the survival and then the
growth of seeds that are planted with very
unpromising beginnings.
– Craig Blomberg

11 And he answered them, “To you it has been
given to know the secrets of the kingdom of
heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12 For
to the one who has, more will be given, and he
will have an abundance, but from the one who
has not, even what he has will be taken away. 13
This is why I speak to them in parables, because
seeing they do not see, and hearing they do
not hear, nor do they understand.

14 Indeed, in their case the prophecy of
Isaiah is fulfilled that says:
“You will indeed hear but never understand, and
you will indeed see but never perceive.” 15 For
this people's heart has grown dull, and with
their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes
they have closed, lest they should see with their
eyes and hear with their ears and understand
with their heart and turn, and I would heal
them.’

16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see,
and your ears, for they hear. 17 For truly, I say to
you, many prophets and righteous people
longed to see what you see, and did not see it,
and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.

Psalm 25:14 The friendship of the LORD is for
those who fear him, and he makes known to
them his covenant.

The same sun which melts wax hardens
clay. And the same Gospel which melts
some persons to repentance hardens
others in their sins
– Charles Spurgeon

The Willful Heart

Matthew 13:4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell along
the path, and the birds came and devoured them.

Matthew 13:19 When anyone hears the word
of the kingdom and does not understand it,
the evil one comes and snatches away
what has been sown in his heart. This is what
was sown along the path.

2 Corinthians 4:4 In their case the god of this
world has blinded the minds of the
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God.

The Whimsical Heart

5-6 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not
have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they
had no depth of soil, 6 but when the sun rose they were
scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away.

20-21 As for what was sown on rocky ground,
this is the one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy, yet he has no
root in himself, but endures for a while, and
when tribulation or persecution arises on
account of the word, immediately he falls away.

John 6:26 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say
to you, you are seeking me, not because you saw
signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves.
John 2:23-25 Now when he was in Jerusalem at
the Passover Feast, many believed in his name
when they saw the signs that he was doing. But
Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to
them, because he knew all people and needed no
one to bear witness about man, for he himself
knew what was in man.

If faith were a matter of feelings only, then
when things go wrong and feelings change,
faith will go. But faith is not a matter of
feelings only, faith takes up the whole man
including his mind, his intellect and his
understanding. It is response to truth.
– Martyn Lloyd Jones

The Worried Heart

7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked them.

22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is
the one who hears the word, but the cares of
the world and the deceitfulness of riches
choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.

Luke 12:16-19 And he told them a parable, saying, “The
land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought
to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store
my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down
my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all
my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul,
“Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years;
relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’
Luke 12:20-21 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night
your soul is required of you, and the things you have
prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up
treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”

The Willing Heart
8 Other seeds fell on good soil and produced
grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty. He who has ears, let him hear.”

23 As for what was sown on good soil, this is
the one who hears the word and
understands it. He indeed bears fruit and
yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another
sixty, and in another thirty.”

Ezekiel 36:26 And I will give you a new heart,
and a new spirit I will put within you. And I
will remove the heart of stone from your flesh
and give you a heart of flesh.

Ezekiel 36:27 And I will put my Spirit
within you, and cause you to walk in my
statutes and be careful to obey my rules

This parable teaches us both patience and
hope. We need patience because some of the
seeds we sow will never produce the fruit we
hope for. But others will produce one hundred
times more than we expect. And this is why we
preach and pray and keep on sowing the Word.
There is good soil out there even though it’s
not always easy to find.

– Ray Pritchard

