STORY TELLING
The Parables of
Jesus

Matthew 21:28-32
“What do you think? A man had two sons. And
he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work
in the vineyard today.’ [29] And he answered, ‘I
will not,’ but afterward he changed his mind and
went. [30] And he went to the other son and
said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but
did not go. [31] Which of the two did the will of
his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to
them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and
the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God

before you. [32] For John came to you in the
way of righteousness, and you did not believe
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes
believed him. And even when you saw it, you
did not afterward change your minds and
believe him.

“What do you think?
Matthew 21:23-27
And when he entered the temple, the chief priests
and the elders of the people came up to him as he
was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you
doing these things, and who gave you this authority?”
[24] Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one
question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will
tell you by what authority I do these things.

[25] The baptism of John, from where did it come?
From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it
among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’
he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’
[26] But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the
crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” [27]
So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.”
And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what
authority I do these things.

[28] A man had two sons. And he went to the
first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard
today.’ [29] And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but
afterward he changed his mind and went.
The first son blatantly rejects the father’s request,
but he later comes to his senses and obeys.

[30] And he went to the other son and said
the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but
did not go.
The second son instantly accepts the father’s
request, but he refuses to follow through on his
professed obedience.

Matthew 23:1-3
Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples,
[2] “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses'
seat, [3] so do and observe whatever they tell you,
but not the works they do.

For they preach, but do not practice.

They had been exposed to the full light of the
prophet of God and the even greater light of the
Son of God, yet they refused to be enlightened.
The had heard the message of the herald of the
King and the message of the King Himself, yet
they would not listen or believe. The had
witnessed the power of John and the power of
Christ, yet they would not be moved.
– John MacArthur

[31] Which of the two did the will of his father?”
They said, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax
collectors and the prostitutes go into the
kingdom of God before you.

Luke 7:28-30 I tell you, among those born of women
none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in
the kingdom of God is greater than he.”
[29] (When all the people heard this, and the tax
collectors too, they declared God just, having been
baptized with the baptism of John, [30] but the
Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose of
God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.)

God is none other than the Savior of our
wretchedness. So we can only know God
well by knowing our iniquities... Those who
have known God without knowing their
wretchedness have not glorified Him, but
have glorified themselves.
– Blaise Pascal

[32] For John came to you in the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the
tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And
even when you saw it, you did not afterward
change your minds and believe him.
Saw “it”- The message/ministry of John and/or its
effects on “vile sinners”
Apparently neither the truth of the message nor the
effect of the message could persuade them to
change.

Let it be a settled principle in our Christianity, that
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is
infinitely willing to receive penitent sinners. It
matters nothing what a man has been in time
past. Does he repent, and come to Christ? Then
old things are passed away, and all things are
become new. It matters nothing how high and
self-confident a man's profession of religion may
be. Does he really give up his sins? If not, his
profession is abominable in God's sight, and he
himself is still under the curse.
– J. C. Ryle

