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Revelation 21

“If I find in myself desires which nothing in this world can satisfy,
the only logical explanation is that I was made for another world.”
– C.S. Lewis

“In speaking of this desire for our own far-off country, which we find
in ourselves even now, I feel a certain shyness. I am almost
committing an indecency. I am trying to rip open the inconsolable
secret in each one of you—the secret which hurts so much that you
take your revenge on it by calling it names like Nostalgia and
Romanticism and Adolescence; the secret we cannot hide and
cannot tell, though we desire to do both. We cannot tell it because
it is a desire for something that has never actually appeared in our
experience. And yet we cannot hide it because our experience is
constantly suggesting it. Our commonest expedient is to call it
beauty and behave as if that had settled the matter. But…

… If you could go back to those moments in the past, you would
not find the thing itself, but only the reminder of it; what you
remembered would turn out to be itself a remembering. The books
or the music in which we thought the beauty was located will betray
us if we trust in them; it was not in them, it only came through
them, and what came through them was longing. These things—
the beauty, the memory of our own past—are good images of what
we really desire; but if they are mistaken for the thing itself they
turn into dumb idols, breaking the hearts of their worshippers. For
they are not the thing itself; they are only the scent of a flower we
have not found, the echo of a tune we have not heard, news from a
country we have never yet visited.”
–C.S. Lewis, “The Weight of Glory

1. A New Earth
Revelation 21:1-4 Then I saw a new heavens and a new earth, for
the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea
was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold,
the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and
they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their
God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall
be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain
anymore, for the former things have passed away.”
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Isaiah 65:17-21 Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth,
and the former things shall not be remembered or come into mind.
But be glad and rejoice forever in that which I create… I will rejoice
in Jerusalem and be glad in my people. No more shall be heard in
it the sound of weeping and the cry of distress… They shall build
houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their
fruit… They shall not labor in vain or bear children for calamity, for
they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LORD. The wolf
and the lamb shall graze together… they shall not hurt or destroy in
all my holy mountain.

Isaiah 55:12-13 You shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into
singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead
of thorns shall come up cypress trees; instead of briers shall come
up myrtle flowers; and it shall make a name for the LORD.

“We do not desire to eat gravel. Why? Because God did not design
us to eat gravel. Trying to develop an appetite for a disembodied
existence in a non-physical Heaven is like trying to develop an
appetite for gravel. No matter how sincere we are, and no matter
how hard we try, it’s not going to work. Nor should it. What God
made us to desire, and therefore what we do desire if we admit it,
is exactly what he promises to those who follow Jesus Christ: a
resurrected life in a resurrected body, with the resurrected Christ
on a resurrected Earth.”
-Randy Alcorn

1 Corinthians 15:20 Christ has been raised from the dead, the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

“To be in resurrected bodies on a resurrected Earth in resurrected
friendships, enjoying a resurrected culture with the resurrected
Jesus—now that will be the ultimate party! Everybody will be who
God made them to be—and none of us will ever suffer or die
again.”
-Randy Alcorn

2. Heaven Coming Here

Revelation 21:1-2 Then I saw a new heavens and a new earth, for
the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea
was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 We do not want you to be uninformed,
brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as
others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died
and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him
those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by a word
from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming
of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the
Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with
the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive,
who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.
Therefore encourage one another with these words.

This is my Father’s world, O let me never forget
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.
This is my Father’s world; the battle is not done:
Jesus, who died, shall be satisfied,
And earth and heaven be one.

3. Everything Sad Coming Untrue
Revelation 22:3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the
throne of God and of the Lamb will be there, and his servants will
worship him.

Revelation 21:23-24 The city has no need of sun or moon to shine
on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By
its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring
their glory into it, and its gates will never be shut by day—and there
will be no night there.

Revelation 21:4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying,
nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.

4. The One For Whom We Were Made

Revelation 21:3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with
them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with
them as their God.”

Psalm 16:11 You make known to me the path of life; in your
presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.

5. Until He Comes

Matthew 26:28-29 “This is the blood of the new covenant, which is
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell
you that I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day
when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”

1 Corinthians 11:26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink
this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

