Catching Gapseed
Please mark your calendar for the following dates:
Winter Term Begins
January 2

Junkanoo Preparation
January 2 – January 12

Majority Rule Day – Public Holiday (no school)
January 10

Junior Junkanoo
TBD

Parent Information Meeting
January 17

Month of February
Valentine Pail Sale

Starlight Affair

Date: Saturday, February 10th, 2018
Time: 7 - 11 p.m.
Location: Ingraham's Beach Inn

Plastic Ocean Pollution Solution Youth Summit, Dana Point, California
February 10

Week 3 School Without Walls
February 26 – March 2

Presentations of Learning for SWW
Evening of March 1

Winter Term Ends

March 2 - half day of school

Reporting Day

March 5 - no school for students

CLUBS | Eco Club

The Eco Club had a busy season! Ms. Carroll led the "Garden/Aquaponics/Nature Trail Task Force” in
expanding the DCMS garden to grow more food, installing a shade cover to protect our sprouts from the
heat, and partnering with the EarlyAct Club to clear the Nature Trail together! Mr. C and the “Solar Squad
Task Force” took a field trip to Pineapple Fields to work with Island School students who made a natural
fertilizer called “biochar” to help the resort grow its own organic food.

EarlyAct
EarlyAct is partnering with Eco Club to
clean up Da Coppice Nature Trail on
campus. In preparation for trail
beautification, EarlyAct members painted
rocks to line the trail.

October was Breast Cancer Awareness
Month. During October, EarlyAct hosted
several Think Pink dress down days. In
addition, they organized an
overwhelmingly successful bake sale,
complete with pink and blue sweet treats
to raise money for future club events.

EarlyAct members would like to thank
Ms. Ashley Hall for visiting DCMS and
presenting on budgeting.

EarlyAct - Thanksgiving + Gratitude

EarlyAct extends a special note of gratitude to all of our DCMS parents and guardians for supporting
the Thanksgiving luncheon. It was only made possible because of your generous support.

Throughout Thanksgiving week, students wrote notes of gratitude on chain links by
homeroom. The following Monday, we came together as an entire circle to celebrate all of
our gratitude as one long chain. Thank you, EarlyAct, for helping us express our
gratefulness!

SCHOOL WITHOUT WALLS | Grade 7
During Grade 7's first week
of SWW, led by Mrs. Carroll
and Ms. Carey, they spent
their days in and out of the
water exploring ecosystems
with a focus on different
Bahamian ecosystems, fish
identification and
snorkeling skills. They also
welcomed overseas
partners from the World
Story Exchange, who
helped them preserve their
experiences through
journaling, photography
and videography. During
Week 2, they immersed
themselves in hands-on
experiences including
dissecting lionfish, learning
about ooids at the sandbar,
visiting mangrove systems
and contributing to shark
and turtle research.
Mrs. Carroll and Ms. Carey
challenged students to step
out of their comfort zones
each step of the way and
that's where all the SWW
magic happened!

Grade 8
Grade 8 SWW is all about
advocating for parrotfish
protection! DCMS students
are in the second year of an
international collaboration
with ISER Caribe and CEIS
concerning parrotfish in the
Bahamas and the Dominican
Republic. As students
snorkeled 4th Hole, the
Schooner Cays, and Tunnel
Rock, they were able to do
species identification,
identify the fish stages of
the life cycle and observe
behaviors (such as pooping
sand!). Students wrote pen
pal letters to a eighth
graders in the Dominican
Republic where their school is also studying
parrotfish. Students decided to create "Parrotfish
Plight" which is a play intended to spread the word
about the necessity of parrotfish to people of
Eleuthera. The play will premiere in spring 2018
featuring a talent show that includes a skit, a
ukulele, a singing trio, and a class song!

Grade 9
For School Without Walls, the Grade 9s took their skills in the water to stellar heights (or depths, we should
say!). The two SWW weeks allowed SCUBA students to undertake an accelerated path to their Junior Open
Water Diver Certification, and allowed students who opted out of SCUBA to snorkel in deeper and rougher
waters than any of them had approached before. These weeks gave students the chance to apply their
knowledge from the 250 pages of the official PADI (Professional Association of Dive Instructors) textbook
they have been working through this semester! Along the way, they swam with sharks, turtles, and majestic
eagle rays.

VISITORS | Sue Bear
Sue Bear, a playwright from the Boston area,
visited DCMS and the Island School to introduce
theater techniques as a vehicle for voicing
emotions, concerns, and messages. Sue worked
primarily with students from the middle school,
in collaboration with Ms. Smith, leading
workshops to help students strengthen their
theatrical presence as they read and study plays.

“There are truly no words to describe the facets of this
experience: Working with Sophia and the DCMS
students, playing, exploring and learning about each
other, briefly glimpsing and exchanging stories with
teachers… The Early Learning Center will replay like a
cherished movie clip and make me smile… The
opportunity to challenge and share with interns and
faculty… This is a continuing story, we had the
introduction, the first chapter is now complete and there
is so much more.” -Sue Bear

“I realized that Sue Bear was
my experiential-learning
professional development in
the English classroom
without even intending to
be. She left me with a wealth
of new skills, renewed joy,
and energy to make drama in
the classroom. She had an
amazing way with the kids
too. The 9th graders,
particularly, opened up like
cocoons in her presence.” Ms. Smith

VISITORS | Andres Amador
Andres Amador is a
nationally-recognized
earthscape artist. His
work is ephemeral and
celebrates
impermanence. His
geometric designs are
influenced by
mathematics and the
organic designs are a
response to the site. He
was here on Eleuthera
to work with Art
students at The Island
School as they
completed a largescale artwork on the
sandbar off of Cape
Eleuthera.

During this visit, Andres was able to work with
a group of DCMS students. He was
excited by their enthusiasm as they
manipulated the sand of the volleyball court
into designs. Students expanded their
definition of art and spent part of their day
immersed in the creative process!

PHYSICAL FITNESS | Basketball
Twenty-six boys and girls joined the basketball team and made the commitment to practice twice a week for
five weeks to prepare for the Central Eleuthera Basketball Tournament. Some of our players had never
played basketball before, but everyone was willing to work hard to learn new skills, rules, and plays.
Most practices were hot and hard, the coaches asked a lot of the team, and it sure was tempting to just sit
down and take a break, but these players persevered and made enormous improvements in their skills and
effectiveness as a team.
We faced some very tough competition in the tournament, and in fact, the girls played against senior high
school teams. While the scoreboard may not have reflected a victory for our team, our Mighty Sand Dollars
won in terms of grit, determination
and pride. Every defensive effort, shot
attempt, or score was electrified by
our amazing group of supporters. The
Fan Van was amazing and we are so
appreciative of their energy, support,
and love; their cheers could be heard
all the way from Deep Creek!
Thank you to our dedicated coaches
for their time and efforts and to all of
our parents for supporting our teams
as we begin a new era of basketball in
the Creek!

PHYSICAL FITNESS | Personal Challenges
This fall the students focused on Personal
Challenges in physical education classes. They
worked very hard to improve their endurance
with jogging through learning how to pace
themselves. They have all learned how to
measure their heart rate and now understand
what their individual target heart rate zones
are for improving their cardiovascular fitness.
Students now understand what constitutes
moderate physical activity and vigorous
activity and that they should strive to achieve
60 minutes per day of such activities.
We have seen such personal growth and
determination from each and every student and are
very proud of their efforts. Each one has proudly
showcased their improved cardiovascular fitness
through the run swim, new personal best mile times,
basketball, or even the road race.
Keep moving DCMS!! Collectively, the 7th grade class
has run 150 miles and the 8th grade class has run 120
miles in their training. Congratulations to all!

PHYSICAL FITNESS | Run-Swim

DCMS participated in its first
ever all-school run-swim
supported by the Island
School facilities and boat
house teams. For many
students and staff, it was the
personal challenge of a
lifetime, swimming across
four cuts, running the
sections of land in between,
climbing the wall at the end,
and then turning around to
give it a go a second timecomplete with a cliff jump!
Everyone pushed beyond
their comfort zone leading to
100% completion. Way to go,
DCMS!

SPECIAL EVENTS | Character Day
On September 13th, over 133,000 schools,
businesses and other organizations from 150
countries celebrated Character Day. Because
DCMS values character, we jumped on board
and hosted a Character Day at our school.
On Character Day, students were introduced
to term character (all those traits that make
me, me and you, you), watched a video titled
The Science of Character, participated in a
speed-dating exercise and then took time to
reflect on their character and the character of
those they admire, while completing a flipbook.
To conclude, students were asked to complete
this sentence starter: I want to be…
What is it that YOU want to be?

Spooktacular

For yet another year, the students and staff
of DCMS braved the eery, zombie laden
trail filled with shrieks and cries of terror
and doom at Leon Levy’s Halloween
Spooktacular event in Governor’s Harbour.
A special thank you to all who supported
the event!

Buddy Days

Fish identification face painting!

During one of our Buddy Days, DCMS students
had the opportunity to take their buddy to their
settlement. During the visit, DCMS students
acted as tour guides, showing their buddy their
home and three of their favorite, most
meaningful places. Island School students had
the opportunity to map their buddies settlement
and gain a deeper understanding and
appreciation of both their DCMS buddy and the
place they call home. This was a very special
Buddy Day for all.

Talent Show

There Is Only One You Rock Painting

To continue our character trait discussion from Character
Day, Ms. Hannah introduced students to the book There is
Only One You in art class. The book discusses the
importance of being unique and true to oneself and that it’s
okay to make mistakes as long as we take the time to circle
back and try again.
The book’s characters are little, rock-shaped fish. As a
culminating activity, the whole school participated in a rock
painting event. The rocks will be placed near the Deep
Creek sign just as you enter the settlement. Make sure you
take a peek!

Boarding School Fair and Visit to Lyford Cay
Five DCMS students from Grade 8 and 9
travelled with Mrs. Schmitt and Ms. Carey to
Nassau for two days of activities focused on
their future high school careers. On Monday
November 20th, they all attended the North
American Boarding School Fair at the British
Colonial Hilton to gather information on
schools in both the USA and Canada. They
were met by enthusiastic representatives from
each school.
The following Tuesday the group met at Lyford
Cay International School where they received
an introduction into the International
Baccalaureate (IB) Programme, had a tour of
the campus and got to sit in multiple classes
including Humanities, Visual Arts and Science
Lab. It was an informative experience for all.

