
Building Berkshire’s Endowments  
for Our Students and Teachers



“My hope is that our graduates leave Berkshire  
looking toward the world  

with the Mountain at their backs.”
—Seaver Buck, Founder

Thanks to the vision and 
generosity of many, Berkshire’s campus
and facilities are now the envy of our peers.

But it is our people who will always define the 
Berkshire experience. Faculty, dedicated and 
engaged, instill our values in students. Students 
translate these values into action throughout 
their lives. Together, our faculty and our students 
remain Berkshire’s greatest strength and most 
valuable resource.

The need to provide greater support for Berkshire’s  
students and teachers is clear: 

AMONG NEW ENGLAND’S TOP 40 
BOARDING SCHOOLS, BERKSHIRE RANKS

Our resources must reflect and sustain our 
priority: The exceptional students and teachers 
who make up Berkshire’s community.

36TH
IN ENDOWMENT 
TO MEET STUDENT 
FINANCIAL NEED

39TH
IN ENDOWMENT  
TO SUPPORT FACULTY

“Building these endowments, for our faculty  
and for our students, is the most critical  
challenge facing Berkshire in the next decade. 
Our success will ultimately determine the  
path forward for our school.”

—Pieter Mulder, Head of School



Each of us came to Berkshire 
on a different path.
And each has taken the same turn up the 
driveway, reveling in the Mountain for the first 
time. By the time we leave, we realize this: 

For all of our learning—for all of Berkshire’s 
indelible sense of place—it is the people  
of this community who have shaped and 
transformed our lives.

Grounded in the strength of  
this community, we have always 
joined together . . .



Berkshire’s Endowment:  
An Unbalanced Equation

Funds dedicated for faculty 
support and scholarships at 
Berkshire lag far behind funds 
endowed for other purposes.

Building our endowments  
for faculty and scholarships 
will free up critical operating 
funds for the School.
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Berkshire’s ability to inspire independent,  
creative thinkers and leaders is determined by  
our capacity to pair forward-thinking and  
devoted teachers with talented and deserving 
students from a wide range of backgrounds.

The diversity of experiences and perspectives 
benefits all the students in our community, 
preparing them for success in an increasingly 
complex and connected world.

It also depends on your support. 

. . . and it is up to us to ensure  
Berkshire’s brightest future.

The stories and context on the pages that  
follow are a call to action for all of us.



Building Endowment for 
Talented and Deserving Students

To ensure that the School 
can continue to welcome 
qualified students of 
great promise, Berkshire 
must budget $5.1 million 
per year for financial aid.

Only 10% of this $5.1 
million, however, is 
supported by Berkshire’s 
endowment.

The other 90% is drawn 
from the annual 
operating budget, 
placing enormous stress 
on the School’s 
day-to-day operations. 

If the School cannot 
increase endowment for 
scholarships, we will lose 
the many talents that 
scholarship students— 
31% of our enrollment— 
contribute to all aspects  
of life at Berkshire. 

BERKSHIRE’S CURRENT 
FINANCIAL AID PICTURE

WHERE WE NEED  
TO BE

3 OF EVERY 10
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Every $1.5 MILLION raised in 
scholarship endowment allows Berkshire 

to provide full tuition for one talented 
and deserving student in perpetuity.

students would not be at Berkshire  
without scholarship support

75%  
from operating  
budget

Read on to meet a student and two 
recent graduates who were given 
opportunities to add their talents to 
Berkshire’s community thanks to 
scholarship support.



“My family always 
believed that my 
brother and I could do 
better than our local 
schools. Getting good 
grades was the only way 
I could make it to a 
school like Berkshire.”

“What I love about 
Berkshire is that no two 
people are the same. 
Everyone has different 
opinions and different 
voices. This leads to 
countless conversations 
that may change your 
perspective.” 

Silvana came to 
Berkshire as a SEEDS 
Scholar from North 
Bergen, NJ. SEEDS 
identifies motivated, 
high-achieving  
students from 
low-income families.

“Berkshire students have a genuine 

interest in helping each other. You don’t 

find this just anywhere. We push each 

other to make each other better.”

S I LVA N A GOM E Z ’17

STUDENT LEADER

HARVARD CLASS OF 2021

RECIPIENT OF THE CLASS OF 1961  
JOHN F. GODMAN SCHOLARSHIP

BERKSHIRE SUPPORTS MANY PATHS.



“I have never attended  
a school where school 
spirit is as high as  
it is at Berkshire. The 
sense of community 
here prompts students 
to attend sporting 
events and cheer for 
their peers.”

“Growing up, I constantly 
doubted myself. Coming 
here has forced me  
out of my comfort zone. 
Berkshire has helped 
me grow as a leader  
by instilling in me the 
confidence that I am 
able to lead.”

Ahria, a native of 
Bermuda, was chosen  
as the youngest player 
to represent his country 
as part of the U20 
national soccer team.

“I am grateful to Berkshire for giving 

me the opportunity to reach my highest 

potential—I’m surrounded by positive 

role models. Even in the off season I’m 

motivated to train almost every day.”

A H RI A S I M ONS ‘18

VARSITY ATHLETE

CO-HEAD PREFECT 

RECIPIENT OF THE WILLIAM BROOKS NOLAN  
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP  
AND THE CLASS OF 1961  

JOHN F. GODMAN SCHOLARSHIP



“I had very little interest 
in the sciences before 
coming to Berkshire.  
I owe thanks to the 
faculty members who 
challenged me in ways 
that allowed me to gain  
a deeper understanding 
of life’s mechanisms.”

“Berkshire athletics has 
served as a relief from 
the academic world— 
a great way to enjoy  
the outdoors or the  
ice hockey rink with  
my friends.”

Having grown up near 
the Mountain, Viggo 

“knew Berkshire was the 
right choice.” He was 
recently named a 
Columbia University Rabi 
Scholar, a distinction 
reserved for those who 
demonstrate exceptional 
promise in the sciences.

“Berkshire has helped me work 

toward my goals. It’s an encouraging 

environment where people from all over 

the world come together to learn.”

V I GGO B LOM QU I S T ‘17 

ADVANCED MATH/SCIENCE RESEARCH  
PROGRAM PARTICIPANT

PHOTOGRAPHER

REGENERON SCIENCE TALENT SEARCH  
SEMIFINALIST

COLUMBIA CLASS OF 2021

RECIPIENT OF THE WILLIAM STODDARD, JR. ’65  
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP



Berkshire’s faculty 
members show 
extraordinary 
commitment. Living 
under the Mountain,  
they take on multiple 
roles of teacher,  
coach, and advisor. 

Choosing among  
many professional 
options, faculty 
candidates typically 
designate Berkshire  
as their top choice.

To continue to attract 
and retain standout 
educators and mentors, 
Berkshire must ensure 
competitive salaries and 
provide opportunities  
for growth and 
development. Endowed 
chairs—faculty positions 
supported by endowed 
funds—free up essential 
operating funds and 
allow Berkshire to 
recognize and honor  
our strongest faculty.  

4%

JUST 3 OF 74

Every $1.5 MILLION invested in faculty 
endowment allows Berkshire to endow  

a faculty chair in perpetuity.

faculty positions are currently endowed

Building Endowment to Recruit 
and Retain the Best Teachers

Read on to meet two faculty 
members who have dedicated  
their lives to their students and  
hear from a former student who 
attributes her success to teachers 
and coaches at Berkshire.



“The best Berkshire faculty truly love 

being with the kids. They mirror  

what a good human being is all about—

in the dorm, classroom, dining room,  

and while coaching.”

“I have used the 
Mountain as a teaching 
tool for the last 37 years. 
It is a real-world 
laboratory, and it also 
teaches students that 
they are part of nature, 
not apart from it.”

“Berkshire’s core values 
are life values that our 
students use in every 
venue of their personal 
lives. They know that 
being a person of 
integrity and honor will 
help them in all areas  
of their future.”

Peter joined Berkshire 
School in 1980. Since 
then he has served as 
advisor to countless 
students, including  
the children of  
alumni he advised  
a generation ago.

PE TE R K I N N E

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE TEACHER

ADVISOR

GOLF COACH

FORMER BOYS AND GIRLS 
VARSITY BASKETBALL COACH



“I’ve always tried to be the kind of 

teacher I experienced at Berkshire—

teachers who pushed me  

to believe in myself and who gave me 

opportunities to grow.”

“When students tackle 
real-world issues, all  
the math equations, 
grammar lessons, and 
history facts come 
together so that they 
realize why they have 
actually been learning 
all along.”

“The most important 
concepts I can help 
foster in students are 
grit and stretching. If 
one is willing to stretch  
oneself, it is amazing 
what the potential 
outcome can be.”

A Berkshire alumna, 
Bebe taught in many 
environments—from 
public school to urban 
day schools to rural 
schools. Yet none 
equalled Berkshire:  

“a place whose core 
beliefs are about 
nurturing and growing.”

B E B E BU LLOCK ’86

ENGLISH TEACHER

ADVISOR

FORMER DIRECTOR OF PRO VITA

GIRLS J.V. SQUASH, J.V. FIELD HOCKEY,  
AND VARSITY TENNIS COACH



“My advisor, Sylvia Gappa, was my 

backbone every year for four years at 

Berkshire. We shared a very special 

bond, because I would say she pushed 

me harder than anyone.”

“It’s a special situation 
when your French 
teacher is also your 
dorm parent, or your 
softball coach is also 
your history teacher,  
or your advisor is also 
your math teacher.  
It’s like a family.”

“At Berkshire, I learned  
a lot about balancing 
academics and athletics 
and managing my time. 
I also learned a lot 
about work ethic and 
team play.”

Berkshire was the only 
place that Kacey and her 
family considered for 
high school. “Luckily,” 
she says, “Berkshire  
was not only the best 
option for hockey but  
for life as well.”

K ACE Y B E LL A M Y ’05

MEMBER, U.S. WOMEN’S NATIONAL HOCKEY TEAM 

OLYMPIC SILVER MEDALIST  



245 North Undermountain Road, Sheffield, MA 01257

413-229-1907

www.berkshireschool.org

SO THAT MORE PATHS MAY LEAD TO BERKSHIRE, we  
must build our endowments for student scholarships and faculty 
support. Our people will always be our greatest strength. Join  
us as we come together to support this critical need for Berkshire.
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