Teaching Evaluations of Sarah A. Miller

Combined Quantitative Teaching Evaluations
Questions

1. The instructor was always well prepared for class.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never)
2. The instructor explained course material clearly.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never)
3. The instructor cleared up points of confusion.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never)
4. The instructor used class time well.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never)
5. The instructor inspired interest in the subject matter.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never)
6. The instructor showed a personal interest in helping
students learn. (5=Almost always, 1=Almost never)
7. I received useful feedback on my performance on
tests, papers, etc. (5=Almost always, 1=Almost never)
8. The methods of evaluating my work were fair.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never)
9. The instructor stimulated student participation.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never)
10. How much do you feel you learned in this course?
(5=Much more than most, 1=Much less than most)
11. Overall rating of this instructor's teaching
(5=Almost always effective, 1=Almost never effective)
12. Overall rating of this course
(5=One of the Best, 1=One of the Worst)
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My Evaluations in Comparison to the Department, the College (SBS), and the University

Sociology 110: Introduction to Sociology
Fall 2015

Fall 2014

Instructor

Instructor

Department

Department

College

College

Campus

Campus

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Sociology 344: Gender & Crime
Spring 2014

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Sociology 397: Youth & Social Inequality

Sociology 344: Gender & Crime
Fall 2013

Instructor

Instructor

Department

Department

College

College

Campus

Campus
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
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Sociology 387: Sexuality & Society
Fall 2012
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Sociology 387: Sexuality & Society
Spring 2013
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Instructor

Department

Department
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Qualitative Feedback
Below is a synthesis of the anonymous qualitative feedback I received for each of my courses,
organized by the various themes students consistently report in my evaluations. These selected
comments offer insight into students’ classroom experiences and what they value about my
teaching. All official quantitative and qualitative evaluations are available upon request.

Quality of Course Design & Execution
Students comment that my courses are well organized and executed, and emphasize the
usefulness of various assignments, discussions, and group activities. They also note appreciating
the relevance of the course content, and comment on the benefits of receiving detailed and
productive feedback:
Usefulness of Lectures, Feedback, Assignments, and Class Activities
This was the best class I’ve ever taken at UMass. Sarah used lecture, discussion, videos, etc. in her
teaching which was so helpful. We got to work both by ourselves and in groups. I really enjoyed
how much interaction we were able to have with one another. She also gave such amazing
feedback on papers which was so helpful. –Soc 344 Fall 2013
Sarah is very helpful and gives the most clear and detailed feedback on assignments. I like the
way in which we break into smaller groups to discuss readings and then discuss it with the entire
class. This allows for better understanding and more insight. She always makes sure that
everyone gains an understanding of course concepts. – Soc 387 Fall 2012
I liked the usefulness and amount of feedback I received on all of my work. It was clear everything
I submitted was carefully read and analyzed. –Soc 387 Spring 2013
She explained everything well and showed an interest in helping/trying to prepare us. I like the
take home midterm and the explanations on how to do the papers… My favorite class by far and
favorite teacher. –Soc 344 Fall 2013
Sarah is such an engaging and informative professor. She is very inspiring in terms of the subject
matter and provides useful feedback/help on assignments. –Soc 344 Fall 2013
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She was very passionate about the material, and was great at explaining it in ways that we could
understand and relate to as students. I actually enjoyed the homework, and learned from it unlike
most classes. I enjoyed the class discussions that she would encourage on events going on around
us… One of my favorite classes I have taken at UMass, she brought up great points and made the
environment in the class very comfortable. She is a wonderful teacher, and utilizes class time well,
and keeps the students engaged. –Soc 110 Fall 2015
Organization & Design
She is always excited to talk about the material which really makes her class awesome. Also she is
really organized, especially on Moodle, so it makes her class easy to do well if you put in the
effort. –Soc 387 Fall 2012
Sarah takes a genuine interest in helping her students and truly wants them to be just as excited
as her about the subject. The course covers a wide range of subjects but everything was clearly
organized and made sense…I don’t think it gets better than this. This was probably my favorite
course at UMass. –Soc 387 Fall 2012
I really loved the way Sarah teaches. She cares about her students and is passionate about the
subject. She gives room for creativity and chooses topics that matter. –Soc 397 Fall 2014
I thought the structure of this course was well organized and that the mixture of readings and
videos and class lectures was superb. –Soc 387 Fall 2012
Course Relevance
I loved how relevant the course was to our daily lives. Sarah made everything very applicable and
made me want to participate. –Soc 110 Fall 2015
This course, unlike many, teaches students about the real world. We had important and
sometimes sensitive discussions on a variety of topics and always discussed important current
events that occurred in the world that were relevant. –Soc 110 Fall 2015
Ahh! I loved this class! This has definitely been the best class I have taken in college. Everything
we learned in class was applicable to our daily lives. I loved the discussions, videos and readings.
Environment =Safe & open. –Soc 387 Spring 2013

Fosters a Respectful, Inclusive, and Safe Classroom Environment
Students mention that my classrooms are safe and inclusive and that I am adept at fostering
complex discussions about sensitive topics. They also describe me as relatable to and respectful
of all students, regardless of their differing beliefs and backgrounds.
Sarah was great at fostering discussion on sensitive topics while maintaining a sense of safety
and control of what was being said. –Soc 387 Spring 2013
She is very understanding and respectful of the personal backgrounds/beliefs of her students.
-Soc 387 Fall 2012
Sarah was very approachable even when covering touchy subjects. She was sure to make sure all
students felt comfortable, and this lead to amazing discussions on even controversial issues...
-Soc 387 Spring 2013
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Sarah made everyone feel very comfortable in the class, and she encouraged everyone’s
participation, even the football players. She was the best prof I have had to date, and inspired
extreme interest in the subject matter… -Soc 344 Fall 2013
Sarah was so relatable to her students. She makes you want to learn. Her class and style of
teaching work extremely well in making the students listen. –Soc 387 Spring 2013
Sarah made everything fun and made the classroom a very safe place. She was one of the best
teachers I’ve had in 3 years at UMass. –Soc 387 Spring 2013
She was open and affirming. She understood the uncomfortable and triggering nature of the
material, addressed it, and provided us with resources for dealing with the issues.
-Soc 387 Spring 2013
Incredible conversations held in the class and instructor is great at facilitating tough issues…Sarah
deserves some kind of awesome person award. –Soc 110 Fall 2015

Investment in Students’ Success
Students comment on my investment in their learning and success, both in class and in their
lives. They also mention feeling cared for as people, not simply as students, which motivates
their engagement.
Sarah is legitimately the best professor I’ve every had. She has a ton of energy as well as a
selflessness when it comes to accommodating her students. She is immensely invested in our
success. –Soc 397 Fall 2014
I loved this course. I loved the content, and I really loved how much you cared about the subject
and everyone in the class. Not only did you want to help us do well in this class, but also in our
personal lives. This made me care more about the course. –Soc 387 Spring 2013
Sarah is one of the top three professors I’ve had in three years at UMass, arguably the best
sociology instructor. Her professional knowledge and teaching ability is of the highest caliber, and
her honest commitment to not just her students’ grades but experience makes for one of the best
student-teacher relationships I’ve enjoyed, and left me very motivated to do my best work.
-Soc 387 Spring 2013
Sarah has excellent communication skills and vested interest in the wellbeing of her students. I
haven’t felt that cared about by an older instructor since my high school basketball coach.
-Soc 344 Fall 2013
Sarah’s willingness to help her students was far and beyond any other instructor that I’ve had
before. Her knowledge around these topics was also impressive and vast. –Soc 387 Spring 2013
Sarah Miller is one of the best instructors I’ve had at this university. She is enthusiastic and takes
a serious interest in every student’s learning. Her commitment to students is incomparable.
-Soc 344 Spring 2014
Overall, one of the best classes I have taken. Sarah cares about helping her students learn more
than any other professor I have had at UMass. –Soc 110 Fall 2015
Prof Miller is one of the very few profs who actually CARES about who you are and how well you
are doing in her class. After 4 years of college, Miller proved to be one of the most caring and
attentive profs I’ve had. –Soc 387 Spring 2013
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Investment in Helping Students Recognize, Use, and Build on Their Own Knowledge
Student describe appreciating that I encourage them to use their own knowledge to connect to
the course content. This approach promotes deeper engagement with the material, and
advocates critical self-reflection:
Sarah came in with lots of enthusiasm and had incredible lectures each week. The information
was relevant and interesting and she used a wide variety of mediums to present. She clearly knew
a lot about the subject and was invested in all of us applying our own knowledge to the topics.
-Soc 397 Fall 2014
I really enjoyed this course more than I have others I have taken. It helped me open my eyes to
issues and topics that I would have never thought of and it also helped me learn and be more
comfortable about things regarding myself. –Soc 387 Spring 2013
This was by far the best class I have taken in my entire life. The teaching style was amazing. I
learned so much that actually applies to real life. Everything was relevant and interesting… I just
wanted to thank you for teaching me so much and making it such a comfortable environment. I
picked this class to fulfill my minor and it ended up being a life changing class. Because of you I
am always informing my friends with new information and I feel like a better person because of
it! –Soc 387 Spring 2013

Inspirational and Motivating Instruction
Students mention that I am an enthusiastic and inspiring teacher. They describe these qualities
as motivating to them, increasing their own investment in the course:
Sarah Miller knows her stuff! She is passionate about what she studies and that shines directly
through her teaching style. I have never been more interested in sociology, Miller provokes me to
question/analyze my day-to-day world. –Soc 387 Fall 2012
Sarah is incredible! So knowledgeable, well prepared, enthusiastic, helpful, caring… it was a
pleasure to learn from someone so passionate. Her excitement is contagious! –Soc 397 Fall 2014
Sarah Miller is one of the most caring, professional teachers I have ever had. She is very
passionate about the topics and is inspiring to her students. –Soc 387 Spring 2013
I loved this course and Sarah’s method of teaching. She was always enthusiastic and encouraged
class participation! Without a doubt the best professor I’ve had at UMass! –Soc 387 Spring 2013
Sarah is really passionate about the subject, which made me interested. –Soc 344 Spring 2014
All the material was interesting and accessible and Professor Miller was very captivating in her
lectures… The class was excellent. Thank you Professor Miller, your caring and enthusiasm made
this an incredibly gratifying course to take. –Soc 344 Spring 2014
Sarah is a fantastic teacher. She is upbeat and inspires students to engage with the material.
-Soc 344 Fall 2013
Sarah was phenomenal. The best teacher I’ve had my whole degree. Inspiring, personable and
kind. –Soc 397 Fall 2014

