
Special Honors Division 

INDIANA JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR 

1ST PLACE:  
BRIAN SLODYSKO 

“ASSOCIATED PRESS REPORTER BRIAN SLODYSKO” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “BRIAN SLODYSKO'S DOGGED 

REPORTING AND BREADTH OF COVERAGE IN THE INDIANA 

POLITICS BEAT MAKES HIM THE INDIANA JOURNALIST OF THE 

YEAR. HIS COVERAGE PROVIDED IMPORTANT INSIGHT FOR 

READERS INTO THE WORKINGS OF GOVERNMENT AND 

BROUGHT ACCOUNTABILITY AND CHANGE TO THE STATE'S 

GOVERNMENT.” 
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Special Honors Division 

INDIANA STUDENT JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR 

1ST PLACE:  
CHARLOTTE TUGGLE  

“CHARLOTTE TUGGLE” 

PURDUE UNIVERSITY 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “THE JUDGES CAN CONFIDENTLY SAY 

CHARLOTTE EMBODIES ALL THE CRITERIA (AND MORE) OF 

STUDENT JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR. THE NOMINATIONS 

PROVIDE EXCELLENT INSIGHT INTO CHARLOTTE'S 

CHARACTER AND WORK ETHICS, AND HER WORK 

DEMONSTRATE A PRINCIPLED UNDERSTANDING OF PROPER 

JOURNALISM PRACTICES, FLEXIBILITY, STRONG WRITING, 

AND SOLID INTERVIEWING SKILLS. CONGRATULATIONS!” 
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Print & Digital 

INDIANA STORY OF THE YEAR 

1ST PLACE:  
MARK ALESIA, TIM EVANS, MARISA KWIATKOWSKI  

“A BLIND EYE TO SEX ABUSE: HOW USA GYMNASTICS FAILED 

TO REPORT CASES.”  

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “THIS STUNNING SERIES OF 

REPORTING THRUST THE SUBJECTS INTO THE NATIONAL 

SPOTLIGHT AND CREATED IMPORTANT, AND HOPEFULLY 

LASTING, CHANGE IN USA GYMNASTICS. THE PIECES ARE 

ENGAGING AND EXPERTLY REPORTED. CONGRATULATIONS 

TO THE REPORTERS BEHIND THE USA GYMNASTICS SEX 

ABUSE CASE.” 
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Print & Digital 

SPOT NEWS REPORTING 

Any publication with circ. above 30,000, news services and 
digital media 

1ST PLACE:  
JARED COUNCIL AND SCOTT OLSON  

“SALESFORCE EXPANDS IN INDIANAPOLIS” 

INDIANAPOLIS BUSINESS JOURNAL 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “THE INDIANAPOLIS BUSINESS 

JOURNAL DELIVERS EXACTLY WHAT YOU'D EXPECT FROM 

SOLID SPOT NEWS COVERAGE – GO BEYOND REPORTING 

THE NEWS TO EXPLAIN WHY IT MATTERS AND TO WHOM.” 

2ND PLACE: 
TONY COOK, JAMES BRIGGS, CHELSEA SCHNEIDER 

“INDIANA GOV. MIKE PENCE NAMED VP CANDIDATE” 

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 

3RD PLACE:  
BILL DOLAN, JOYCE RUSSELL 

“LAKE COUNTY SHERIFF, NO. 2 INDICTED ON BRIBERY 

CHARGES; PORTAGE MAYOR ALSO INDICTED FOR BRIBERY” 

THE TIMES MEDIA COMPANY 
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Print & Digital 

SPOT NEWS REPORTING 

Any publication with circ. below 30,000 

1ST PLACE:  
KURT CHRISTIAN AND MEGAN BANTA 

“MAKING PLANS TO PULL THE PLUG” 

THE HERALD-TIMES 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “THE HERALD-TIMES' SPOT NEWS 

REPORTING EXAMINES AN IMPORTANT TOPIC FROM MANY 

PERSPECTIVES. SOLID.” 
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Print & Digital 

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING 

Any publication with circ. above 30,000, news services and 
digital media 

1ST PLACE:  
SARAH REESE, LAUREN LEONE-CROSS  

“EAST CHICAGO, NEIGHBORHOOD GRAPPLE WITH LEAD, 

ARSENIC CONTAMINATION ”  

THE TIMES MEDIA COMPANY 

2ND PLACE:  
MICHAEL RUBINO 

“A CLASS DISMISSED”  

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 

3RD PLACE:  
MARISA KWIATKOWSKI 

“INDYSTAR INVESTIGATES INDIANA ADULT PROTECTIVE 

SERVICES”  

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
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Print & Digital 

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING 

Any publication with circ. below 30,000 

1ST PLACE:  
KEITH ROYSDON  

“GOVERNMENT CORRUPTION IN MUNCIE, INDIANA” 

THE STAR PRESS 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “ADMIRABLE DIGGING TO TRY TO GET 

TO THE BOTTOM OF QUESTIONABLE DEALINGS BY THE CITY 

AND ITS SANITARY DISTRICT.” 

2ND PLACE:  
REBECCA BIBBS 

“POLICING THEMSELVES” 

THE HERALD BULLETIN 
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Print & Digital 

NON-DEADLINE STORY OR SERIES 

Newspapers with circ. above 30,000, news services and digital 
media 

1ST PLACE:  
JOHN TUOHY, TONY COOK 

“LEFT IN THE DARK: INDY'S DEADLY STREETS” 

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “THIS SERIES BY REPORTERS TUOHY 

AND COOK IS A CLASSIC EXAMPLE OF ENTERPRISE 

JOURNALISM; OF MUNICIPAL NEGLECT THAT HAD BECOME 

INSTITUTIONALIZED AND OF REPORTERS WHOSE INSTINCTS 

TO DIG AND ASK QUESTIONS EXPOSED THE SITUATION. THE 

TRAGIC CONSEQUENCES ARE ILLUSTRATED WITH VIVID 

DETAILS AND TIGHT, POWERFUL WRITING.” 

2ND PLACE:  
JERRY DAVICH  

“DAKOTA YORKE - TRANSGENDER BOY RUNS FOR PROM 

HIGH SCHOOL PROM QUEEN” 

POST-TRIBUNE NEWSPAPER/CHICAGO TRIBUNE MEDIA 

3RD PLACE:  
STAFF 

“OPIOID SERIES”  

THE JOURNAL GAZETTE 
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Print & Digital 

NON-DEADLINE STORY OR SERIES 

Newspapers with circ. below 30,000 

1ST PLACE:  
DEVAN FILCHAK, CHRISTOPHER STEPHENS, KELLY DICKEY, 

HEATHER BREMER AND STAFF  

“PICTURE OF HEALTH”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “WHAT A TON OF INFORMATION IN THIS 

REPORT. KUDOS TO ALL WHO HAD A HAND IN PULLING ALL 

THE THREADS TOGETHER FOR THIS REPORT.” 

2ND PLACE:  
LAUREN SLAVIN  

“LEFT BEHIND”  

THE HERALD-TIMES 

3RD PLACE:  
DOUGLAS WALKER & KEITH ROYSDON 

“COLD CASE: MUNCIE”  

THE STAR PRESS 
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Print & Digital 

COVERAGE OF GOVERNMENT OR POLITICS 
 
Any publication with circ. above 30,000, news services and 
digital media 
 

1ST PLACE:  
BRIAN SLODYSKO  

“COVERAGE OF GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS BY BRIAN 

SLODYSKO”  

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “SOLID WATCHDOG REPORTING THAT 

SHOWED ENTERPRISE AND ENDURANCE.” 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
BILL DOLAN  

“FEDS  TOOK TIME TO BUILD CASE AGAINST LAKE COUNTY 

SHERIFF, PORTAGE MAYOR IN BRIBERY CASES”  

THE TIMES MEDIA COMPANY 

	
 

3RD PLACE:  
ALAA ABDELDAIEM, SHELBY MULLIS, ADRIANNA PITRELLI, 

MEGAN POWELL  

“30 LAWS IN 30 DAYS”  

THESTATEHOUSEFILE.COM 
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Print & Digital 

COVERAGE OF GOVERNMENT OR POLITICS 
 
Any publication with circ. below 30,000 
 

1ST PLACE:  
KATHERINE COPLEN, EMILY TAYLOR AND AMBER STEARNS  

“R.I.P. WOMEN'S RIGHTS IN INDIANA”  

NUVO 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “INCREDIBLY DETAILED REPORTING 

COVERS THE PASSING OF HEA 1337 FROM BEGINNING TO 

END. CONGRATS ON YOUR HARD WORK!” 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
DAVE STAFFORD  

“MORE THAN $1.4M AND COUNTING”  

INDIANA LAWYER 

	
 

3RD PLACE:  
MATT OTTINGER  

“TRUMP’S EMERGENCE BRINGS MEMORIES OF WILLKIE”  

BIZVOICE 
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Print & Digital 

ELECTION AND CAMPAIGN COVERAGE 
 
Any publication with circ. above 30,000, news services and 
digital media 
 

1ST PLACE:  
TONY COOK  

“BAYH CAMPAIGN COVERAGE”  

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 

 

2ND PLACE:  
BRIAN SLODYSKO AND TOM DAVIES  

“ELECTION AND CAMPAIGN COVERAGE BY BRIAN SLODYSKO 

AND TOM DAVIES”  

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

 
3RD PLACE:  
HAYLEIGH COLOMBO  

“HAYLEIGH COLOMBO - ELECTION COVERAGE”  

INDIANAPOLIS BUSINESS JOURNAL 
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Print & Digital 

ELECTION AND CAMPAIGN COVERAGE 
 
Any publication with circ. below 30,000 
 

1ST PLACE:  
MARK BENNETT  

“VIGO COUNTY, AMERICA'S BELLWETHER”  

TRIBUNE-STAR 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “MARK BENNETT'S SERIES ON VIGO 

COUNTY WAS AN EXCELLENT LOCAL REPORT IN THE CHAOS 

OF THE NATIONAL ELECTION. VERY NICE HISTORICAL DIVE 

ON THIS.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
MEGAN BANTA  

“MEGAN BANTA— ELECTION COVERAGE”  

THE HERALD-TIMES  

	
 

3RD PLACE:  
STAFF  

“ELECTION COVERAGE”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 
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Print & Digital 

BUSINESS OR CONSUMER AFFAIRS REPORTING 

Any publication with circ. above 30,000, news services and 
digital media 

1ST PLACE:  
JOSEPH S. PETE 

“STEEL LAYOFFS PUT SAFETY IN THE SPOTLIGHT” 

THE TIMES MEDIA COMPANY 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “IN AN EXTREMELY COMPETITIVE 

CATEGORY, PETE’S REPORTING STANDS OUT BECAUSE OF 

HIS DEDICATION TO A STORY WITH LIFE-AND-DEATH STAKES 

THAT MAY HAVE OTHERWISE BEEN IGNORED.” 

2ND PLACE:  
JAMES BRIGGS  

“BEST OF BRIGGS” 

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 

3RD PLACE:  
JOHN RUSSELL 

“JOHN RUSSELL - BUSINESS REPORTER” 

INDIANAPOLIS BUSINESS JOURNAL 
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Print & Digital 

BUSINESS OR CONSUMER AFFAIRS REPORTING 
 
Any publication with circ. below 30,000 
 

1ST PLACE:  
AMBER STEARNS AND ANNIKA LARSON  

“LET'S GET HEMP-NOTIZED!”  

NUVO 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “LET'S GET HEMP-NOTIZED IS A 

COMPREHENSIVE STUDY OF A STORY THAT COMBINES 

HISTORY WITH A MODERN PREDICAMENT, LEVERAGING 

PERSONALITIES AND POLICY CHALLENGES. AN IMPORTANT 

STORY TOLD IN AN ENGAGING WAY.” 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
CARMEN SIERING  

“THE STORY OF LENNIE & JEFF: HOW A YOUNG COUPLE FELL 

OUT OF LOVE AND BUILT A FOOD AND BEER MINI-EMPIRE”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 

 
 

3RD PLACE:  
SYMONE C. SKRZYCKI, MATT OTTINGER, CHARLEE BEASOR 

AND KATIE COFFIN  

“BUILDING BOOM”  

BIZVOICE 
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Print & Digital 

EDUCATION REPORTING 

Any publication with circ. above 30,000, news services and 
digital media 

1ST PLACE:  
ADAM WREN 

“THE MIND TRUST IS...” 

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “VERY COMPETITIVE CATEGORY! "THE 

MIND TRUST" STOOD OUT AS A WELL-RESEARCHED, WELL-

WRITTEN DEEP DIVE INTO A DIVISIVE TOPIC: CHARTER 

SCHOOLS.” 

2ND PLACE:  
PETER BALONON-ROSEN 

“AT-RISK STUDENTS ... AND SOLUTIONS” 

INDIANA PUBLIC BROADCASTING 

3RD PLACE:  
CHELSEA SCHNEIDER 

“CHELSEA SCHNEIDER COVERS EDUCATION” 

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
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Print & Digital 

EDUCATION REPORTING  
 
Any publication with circ. below 30,000 
 

1ST PLACE:  
REBECCA R. BIBBS  

“LIFE COACHES, ACS INITIATIVE, SEAT TIME, CLASSROOM 

THERAPY DOG, SEXTING”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
CARMEN SIERING  

“SERVE IT”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 

	
 

3RD PLACE:  
BARB BERGGOETZ  

“BEEKEEPING GAINING POPULARITY AS BEE COLONIES 

CONTINUE TO DIE”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 
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Print & Digital 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE REPORTING 

Any publication with circ. above 30,000, news services and 
digital media 

1ST PLACE:  
VIRGINIA BLACK 

“PROFITS VS. PRISONERS?” 

SOUTH BEND TRIBUNE 

2ND PLACE:  
MARY MILZ  

“BLINDSIDED”  

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 

3RD PLACE:  
STAN JASTRZEBSKI 

“LAFAYETTE'S CRIME MAPPING CHALLENGES” 

WBAA.ORG 
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Print & Digital 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE REPORTING 

Any publication with circ. below 30,000 

1ST PLACE:  
REBECCA BIBBS  

“STATE OF CRISIS, LEAPS OF FAITH, COUNTY PREPARED FOR 

SHOOTER, CONVICTED MOLESTER, PINK STEEL”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 

2ND PLACE:  
DAVE STAFFORD 

“JUSTICE AT LONG LAST” 

INDIANA LAWYER 

3RD PLACE:  
LAURA LANE 

“LAURA LANE — CRIMINAL JUSTICE REPORTING” 

THE HERALD-TIMES  
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Print & Digital 

COVERAGE OF CHILDREN’S ISSUES 

Any publication with circ. above 30,000, news services and 
digital media 

1ST PLACE:  
GILES BRUCE, CARMEN MCCOLLUM, MARC CHASE, DAMIAN 

RICO  

“WORKING POOR TO GET A BOOST WITH NEW UNITED WAY 

ALICE PROGRAM” 

THE TIMES MEDIA COMPANY 

2ND PLACE:  
ADAM WREN 

“SYSTEM REBOOT” 

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 

3RD PLACE:  
CASEY KENLEY 

“CONFESSIONS OF A FREE-RANGE PARENT” 

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 
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Print & Digital 

COVERAGE OF CHILDREN’S ISSUES 
 
Any publication with circ. below 30,000 
 

1ST PLACE:  
KELLY DICKEY  

“LOST KIDS”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “A WELL-WRITTEN AND WELL-

RESEARCHED SET OF ARTICLES THAT DIGS INTO A COMPLEX 

ISSUE OF MASSIVE LOCAL (AND NATIONAL) INTEREST.” 
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Print & Digital 

COVERAGE OF MINORITY ISSUES  
 
Any publication with circ. above 30,000, news services and 
digital media 
 

1ST PLACE:  
AMY WIMMER SCHWARB   

“WHERE PRIDE MEETS PREJUDICE ”  

CHAMPION MAGAZINE 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “ALL OF THE DETAILS IN THIS 

PACKAGE—THE TIMELINE, THE QUOTES, THE HISTORY, AND 

OVERALL REPORTING—ADD UP CREATE THE BEST OF A 

VERY COMPETITIVE CATEGORY.” 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
AMANDA HECKERT  

“A NEW AVENUE”  

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 

	
 

3RD PLACE:  
SHAINA CAVAZOS  

“THE END OF BUSING IN INDIANAPOLIS: 35 YEARS LATER, A 

MORE SEGREGATED SCHOOL SYSTEM CALLS IT QUITS ”  

CHALKBEAT INDIANA 
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Print & Digital 

COVERAGE OF MINORITY ISSUES  
 
Any publication with circ. below 30,000 
 

1ST PLACE:  
REBECCA BIBBS  

“SUNDOWN TOWNS”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
EMILY TAYLOR  

“HEALTHCARE IN THE CLOSET”  

NUVO 

	
 

 
3RD PLACE:  
DOUGLAS WISSING  

“BLACK HISTORY IN INDIANA: A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 
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Print & Digital 

MEDICAL OR SCIENCE REPORTING 

Any publication with circ. above 30,000, news services and 
digital media 

1ST PLACE:  
SHARI RUDAVSKY 

“MEDICAL STORIES”  

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “THERE WERE A NUMBER OF STORIES 

ON OPIOID ADDICTION. RUDAVSKY’S STOOD OUT WITH ITS 

ORGANIZATION, PUNCHY WRITING AND BY NEATLY WEAVING 

ALL THE MEDICAL INFORMATION WITH THE PLAYERS: USERS, 

CARE PROVIDERS, FAMILIES AND COMMUNITY.” 

2ND PLACE:  
GILES BRUCE  

“OPIOID ADDICTION IN THE REGION COMING TO BE SEEN 

MORE AS HEALTH THAN CRIMINAL ISSUE”  

THE TIMES MEDIA COMPANY 

3RD PLACE:  
BRIAN BURNSED  

“TRAINING DAYS ” 

CHAMPION MAGAZINE 
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Print & Digital 

MEDICAL OR SCIENCE REPORTING 

Any publication with circ. below 30,000 

1ST PLACE:  
KYLIE VELETA 

“THE BUSINESS OF SCIENCE” 

INSIDE INDIANA BUSINESS 

2ND PLACE:  
DEVAN FILCHAK  

“EXTRA MILE, $30,000 BABY, PARKINSON'S PATIENTS, 

MENTAL ILLNESS IN JAIL, RARE DISEASE” 

THE HERALD BULLETIN 

3RD PLACE:  
CARMEN SIERING 

“IU RESEARCHERS & LOCAL HIGH SCHOOLS WORKING 

TOGETHER ON REVOLUTIONARY CONCUSSION DEVICE”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 
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Print & Digital 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTING 
 
Any publication with circ. above 30,000, news services and 
digital media 
 

1ST PLACE:  
SARA BURNETT AND JASON KEYSER  

“EAST CHICAGO LEAD CONTAMINATION”  

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “THE INVESTIGATIVE NATURE OF THE 

EAST CHICAGO LEAD CONTAMINATION GIVES IT THE EDGE IN 

A WELL-REPRESENTED CATEGORY.” 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
NICK JANZEN, LAUREN CHAPMAN  

“SETBACKS FOR WIND TURBINES BALANCE ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT, PROPERTY RIGHTS”  

INDIANA PUBLIC BROADCASTING 

	
 

3RD PLACE:  
MARK ALESIA  

“INDIANA'S DRINKING WATER”  

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
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Print & Digital 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTING 

Any publication with circ. below 30,000 

1ST PLACE:  
KATJA KRASNOVSKY  

“WHAT'S IN THE WATER?” 

NUVO 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “THIS IN-DEPTH STORY NOT ONLY 

CONTAINS VALUABLE AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION, IT 

PRESENTS IT IN A WAY THAT IS ACCESSIBLE AND CLEAR, 

EVEN TO TODAY'S DISTRACTED READER. IT WAS OBVIOUSLY 

THE PRODUCT OF MUCH RESEARCH AND BENEFITED FROM 

INVOLVING MANY MEMBERS OF THE NEWSROOM AND 

PRODUCTION STAFF -- IT CLEARLY DISTINGUISHED ITSELF 

AMONG THE COMPETITION.” 

2ND PLACE:  
CHRISTOPHER STEPHENS 

“INDIANA IN-DEPTH ENVIRONMENT” 

THE HERALD BULLETIN 

3RD PLACE:  
CAROL KUGLER 

“CAROL KUGLER — ENVIRONMENTAL COVERAGE” 

THE HERALD-TIMES  
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Print & Digital 

FEATURES WRITING 
 
Newspapers with circulation above 30,000, news services and 
digital media 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ROBERT KING  

“PAULA COOPER STORY”  

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR'S PIECE 

ABOUT PAULA COOPER DEMONSTRATES THE PINNACLE OF 

DEEPLY RESEARCHED PROSE THAT ILLUMINATES 

COMPLICATED, INTERESTING CHARACTERS. THE STAR 

DEMONSTRATES A DEEP, ENTERPRISING SKILL THROUGH 

THIS NARRATIVE. IT'S DIFFICULT TO STOP ONCE YOU START 

READING THIS PIECE.” 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
ZAK KEEFER  

“HISTORY OF THE INDY 500”  

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 

	
 

3RD PLACE:  
SHAINA CAVAZOS  

“THE END OF BUSING IN INDIANAPOLIS: 35 YEARS LATER, A 

MORE SEGREGATED SCHOOL SYSTEM CALLS IT QUITS”  

CHALKBEAT INDIANA 
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Print & Digital 

FEATURES WRITING 
 
Newspapers with circulation below 30,000 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ABBY TONSING  

“SHE WAS IN TOO DEEP”  

THE HERALD-TIMES  

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “A RIVETING, EVOCATIVE STORY OF 

ADDICTION SPOTLIGHTING A COMMUNITY--AND NATIONWIDE-

-PROBLEM” 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
JUSTIN KENNY  

“FORMER WHITE SUPREMACIST SLOWLY ERASING HIS 

TATTOED PAST”  

THE NEWS-SENTINEL 

	
 

3RD PLACE:  
EMILY TAYLOR  

“GENTRIFYING INDY?”  

NUVO 
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Print & Digital 

FEATURES WRITING 
 
Magazines and non-daily newspapers 
 

1ST PLACE:  
AMY WIMMER SCHWARB   

“FOLLOW THROUGH ”  

CHAMPION MAGAZINE 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “"FOLLOW THROUGH" WAS 

COMPELLING, WELL PACED AND PULLED YOU INTO THE 

JOURNEY OF THIS SEVERELY INJURED BASKETBALL PLAYER 

AND HIS FAMILY. CLEVER AND UNPREDICTABLE OPENING. 

NICE POSITIONING OF QUOTES AND ARTFUL INTERJECTION 

OF CHARACTERS, SUCH AS GRANDMA MARY.” 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
THOMAS FRENCH  

“THE MASTER'S CALL”  

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 

	
 

3RD PLACE:  
KASEY JACKSON  

“VIVA CUBA”  

KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL 
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Print & Digital 

PERSONALITY PROFILE 
 
All newspapers and digital media 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ZAK KEEFER  

“ZAK KEEFER: PERSONALITY PROFILE OF DONTE 

MONTCRIEF”  

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “THE FIRST-PLACE WINNER IS SUCH A 

GREAT PROFILE. IT'S FAST PACED, JUST LIKE THE SUBJECT. 

YOU FEEL HIS ENERGY, HIS IMPATIENCE, HIS DRIVE. SUCH A 

FUN READ.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
KYLE NEDDENRIEP  

“KYLE NEDDENRIEP:  PERSONALITY PROFILE OF AJANAE 

THOMAS”  

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
 

 
3RD PLACE:  
JOSEPH S. PETE  

“DEAN WHITE: THE BILLIONAIRE WHO STAYED HOME”  

THE TIMES MEDIA COMPANY 
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Print & Digital 

PERSONALITY PROFILE 
 
Magazines and non-daily newspapers 
 

1ST PLACE:  
RACHEL STARK   

“THE MISSING PEACE”  

CHAMPION MAGAZINE 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “RACHEL STARK'S PROFILE OF LILLIAN 

MARTINO BRADLEY, A GHANIAN ADOPTEE TURNED BYU 

ATHLETE, BEGINS WITH AN ANECDOTE: THE FIRST TIME 

BRADLEY SAW CARROTS AND PLASTIC DOLLS WITH THEIR 

LIFELESS EYES - THINGS SHE'D NEVER SEEN AS A CHILD. 

FROM THERE, IT'S A HOP, SKIP AND A JUMP UNTIL WE'RE 

DEEPLY INVOLVED IN HER STRUGGLE AGAINST HUMAN 

TRAFFICKING.” 

 
2ND PLACE:  
BRIAN BURNSED   

“TRANSFORMED ”  

CHAMPION MAGAZINE 
 

 
3RD PLACE:  
STEPH WEBER AND ROSS PFUND  

“LEADING THE CLASS ACTION CAVALRY”  

SUPER LAWYERS 
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Print & Digital 

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT WRITING 
 
Newspapers with circulation above 30,000, news services and 
digital media 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JOSEPH S. PETE  

“STAR PLAZA THEATRE CLOSING, HISTORY, IMPACT -- AND 

REBIRTH”  

THE TIMES MEDIA COMPANY 

 

2ND PLACE:  
LOU HARRY  

“LOU'S VIEWS AND MORE”  

INDIANAPOLIS BUSINESS JOURNAL 

 

3RD PLACE:  
ANDREW S. HUGHES  

“ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT WRITING”  

SOUTH BEND TRIBUNE 
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Print & Digital 

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT WRITING 
 
Newspapers with circulation below 30,000 
 

1ST PLACE:  
KELLY DICKEY  

“A TOWN CENTER, KIDS IN THE SPOTLIGHT, WANDERING 

THROUGH ART, PARAMOUNT THEATRE, FALL IN LOVE”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
KATHERINE COPLEN  

“SONGS ON SCREEN: LOCAL MUSICIAN KELLY 

PARDEKOOPER IS ALREADY INSIDE YOUR HEAD ”  

NUVO 

 

3RD PLACE:  
BECCA COSTELLO   

“HIKING THROUGH HISTORY”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 
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Print & Digital 

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT WRITING 
 
Magazines and non-daily newspapers 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JOHN NAGY  

“LONG CRESCENDO”  

NOTRE DAME MAGAZINE 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “WITH A DEVOTION TO DETAIL, MUCH 

LIKE THE MAKERS OF THE PIPE ORGAN BEING WRITTEN 

ABOUT, THE STORY CAPTURES THE RIGOROUS WORK OF 

CREATING AN INSTRUMENT OF THIS MAGNITUDE. BEAUTIFUL 

WORK.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
KEVIN BRENNAN  

“ROCKIN' RED ROCKS”  

NOTRE DAME MAGAZINE 

 

3RD PLACE:  
DANIEL S. COMISKEY  

“DRAWING CONCLUSIONS”  

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 
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Print & Digital 

EDITORIAL WRITING 
 
All publications and digital media 
 

1ST PLACE:  
GREG ANDREWS  

“HIGH COURT SIDES WITH SECRECY”  

INDIANAPOLIS BUSINESS JOURNAL 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “IN A STRONG FIELD OF CONTENDERS, 

IT WAS CHALLENGING TO NARROW THIS DOWN TO THREE 

ENTRIES. I CAN'T THINK OF A MORE IMPORTANT VALUE TO 

ADVOCATE FOR THAN GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY. THE 

VALUE OF WHAT IT COULD ACCOMPLISH REPRESENTS THE 

HIGHEST ASPIRATIONS OF JOURNALISM.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
LESLEY WEIDENBENER  

“ABSURD VAPING LAW NEEDS DO OVER”  

INDIANAPOLIS BUSINESS JOURNAL 

 

3RD PLACE:  
MARK BENNETT  

“SCHOOL PAY FORMULA A MESS THAT NEEDS FIXING”  

TRIBUNE-STAR 

	

39



Print & Digital 

EDITORIAL CARTOON 
 
All publications and digital media 
 

1ST PLACE:  
TIM CAMPBELL  

“THEY ALWAYS HAVE A PET”  

CNHI 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
GARY VARVEL  

“GARY VARVEL EDITORIAL CARTOON”  

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 

	
	

3RD PLACE:  
TIM CAMPBELL  

“TURKEYS IN DENIAL”  

CURRENT PUBLISHING  

	

40



Print & Digital 

COLUMN WRITING 
 
Newspapers with circulation above 30,000, news services and 
digital media 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ABDUL-HAKIM SHABAZZ  

“TURNING SNOWFLAKES INTO SOMETHING STRONGER”  

INDY POLITICS 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
VIRGINIA BLACK  

“HERE'S THE THING ...”  

SOUTH BEND TRIBUNE 

	
	

3RD PLACE:  
DOUG ROSS  

“BIRTH OF A NATION”  

THE TIMES MEDIA COMPANY 

	

41



Print & Digital 

COLUMN WRITING 
 
Newspapers with circulation below 30,000 
 

1ST PLACE:  
SCOTT UNDERWOOD  

“SCOTT UNDERWOOD”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
BOB ZALTSBERG  

“MONDAY MORNING”  

THE HERALD-TIMES  

	
	

3RD PLACE:  
AMY LINDGREN  

“WORKING STRATEGIES WEEKLY BUSINESS COLUMN”  

FORT WAYNE NEWS-SENTINEL 

	

42



Print & Digital 

COLUMN WRITING 
 
Magazines and non-daily newspapers 
 

1ST PLACE:  
DEBORAH PAUL  

“DEBORAH PAUL”  

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “DEBORAH PAUL'S PERSONAL, 

MEMOIR-ESQUE COLUMNS HOOKED ME IMMEDIATELY WITH 

THE CLEAN, SPARE WRITING AND STRONG NARRATIVE. I'M 

SURE THAT MANY OF HER READERS, LIKE ME, FOUND IN 

EACH OF HER COLUMNS SOMETHING THEY COULD RELATE 

TO IN THEIR OWN LIVES.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
PHILIP GULLEY  

“BACK HOME AGAIN”  

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 

	
 
3RD PLACE:  
MALCOLM ABRAMS  

“BLOOM MAGAZINE EDITOR'S MESSAGE”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 

	

43



Print & Digital 

SPORTS REPORTING 
 
Newspapers with circulation above 30,000, news services and 
digital media 
 

1ST PLACE:  
DAVID WOODS  

“DAVID WOODS OLYMPIC STORIES”  

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “GREAT STORIES ON LOCAL ATHLETES 

AND THEIR CHALLENGES ON THE WAY TO THE OLYMPICS. 

DETAILED ACCOUNT AND CAPTIVATING STORY/ANALOGY 

THAT BRINGS THE READER THROUGH.” 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
ZAK KEEFER  

“ZAK KEEFER SPORTS STORIES”  

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
 

 
3RD PLACE:  
RANDY BEARD  

“RANDY BEARD'S SPORTS WRITING ENTRIES”  

EVANSVILLE COURIER & PRESS 

	

44



Print & Digital 

SPORTS REPORTING 
 
Newspapers with circulation below 30,000 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JON BLAU, KAT CARLTON  

“TITLE IX”  

THE HERALD-TIMES  

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “GREAT INVESTIGATIVE SERIES INTO A 

SPORTS ISSUE. WELL-RESEARCHED, ORGANIZED, AND WELL-

TOLD.” 

 
 

2ND PLACE:  
GEORGE BREMER  

“GEORGE BREMER SPORTS COVERAGE”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 

	
	

3RD PLACE:  
BLAKE SEBRING  

“SZDLOWSKI SCORES INSPIRATIONAL GOAL ”  

THE NEWS-SENTINEL 

	

45



Print & Digital 

SPORTS REPORTING 
 
Magazines and non-daily newspapers 
 

1ST PLACE:  
BRIAN HENDRICKSON   

“VALUE ADDED? ”  

CHAMPION MAGAZINE 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
JON WERTHEIM  

“TENNIS, ANYONE? ANYONE?”  

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 

 

3RD PLACE:  
AMY WIMMER SCHWARB   

“WITHIN A SPLIT SECOND”  

CHAMPION MAGAZINE 

	

46



Print & Digital 

SPORTS COLUMN WRITING 
 
Newspapers with circulation above 30,000, news services and 
digital media 
 

1ST PLACE:  
GREGG DOYEL  

“BEST OF GREGG DOYEL SPORTS COLUMNS”  

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “TOUGH CHOICES, ALL WERE VERY 

WELL DONE. BUT THE PAGANO/IRSAY STORY WAS SPOT ON. 

GREAT READ.” 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
RANDY BEARD  

“3 COLUMNS: NEW HOCKEY TEAM OWNER, LILLY KING'S 

PARENTS, 104-YEAR-OLD CUBS FANS”  

EVANSVILLE COURIER & PRESS 

 
3RD PLACE:  
BOB KRAVITZ  

“BOB KRAVITZ”  

WTHR 

	

47



Print & Digital 

SPORTS COLUMN WRITING 
 
Newspapers with circulation below 30,000 
 

1ST PLACE:  
REGGIE HAYES  

“IT'S A FAMILY AFFAIR//ALI WAS HERE//DEKALB FOOTBALL 

FIGHTS THROUGH THE TEARS”  

THE NEWS-SENTINEL 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “EXCELLENT ALI ARTICLE, VERY WELL 

DONE” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
JUSTIN KENNY  

“ARE THE GLORY DAYS GONE FOREVER//WITH OUR WITHOUT 

NFL CAREER//GOLDEN SHAME”  

THE NEWS-SENTINEL 

 
3RD PLACE:  
GEORGE BREMER  

“GEORGE BREMER COLUMNS”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 

	

48



Print & Digital 

SPORTS COLUMN WRITING 
 
Magazines and non-daily newspapers 
 

1ST PLACE:  
DEAN HOCKNEY  

“DEAN HOCKNEY SPORTS COLUMNS”  

SPORTS JOURNAL OF CENTRAL INDIANA 

	

49



Print & Digital 

HEADLINE WRITING 
 
All publications 
 

1ST PLACE:  
WBAA NEWS STAFF  

“WBAA.ORG HEADLINES”  

WBAA.ORG 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
KRISTEN K. TUCKER, TRISTA LUTGRING, NICOLE NEFF AND 

EMILY MILES  

“ANATOMY OF A DISH”  

TUCKER PUBLISHING GROUP 

	
 
3RD PLACE:  
CHAMPION MAGAZINE STAFF   

“THE MISSING PEACE; FOLLOW THROUGH; WHERE PRIDE 

MEETS PREJUDICE ”  

CHAMPION MAGAZINE 

	

50



Photography, Design & Graphics 

NEWS PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Any publication with circ. above 30,000, news services and 
digital media 
 

1ST PLACE:  
MYKAL MCELDOWNEY  

“KOKOMO DEPUTY'S FUNERAL”  

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “FIRST PLACE PHOTO HAS GOOD 

EMOTION AND COMPOSITION.” 

	
	

51



Photography, Design & Graphics 

NEWS PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Any publication with circ. below 30,000 
 

1ST PLACE:  
DON KNIGHT  

“SWEARING IN”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “THE PHOTOJOURNALIST TOOK AN 

OTHERWISE MUNDANE EVENT AND TURNED IT INTO 

SOMETHING THE THE VIEWER CAN CONNECT WITH BY 

CAPTURING THIS UNEXPECTED AND EMOTIONAL MOMENT. 

WELL DONE.” 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
MICHAEL STANLEY  

“CHIEF PHOTOBOMBS CAR FIRE”  

SPENCER EVENING WORLD 

 

3RD PLACE:  
DON KNIGHT  

“PRAYER WALK”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 

	

52



Photography, Design & Graphics 

SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Any publication with circ. above 30,000, news services and 
digital media 
 

1ST PLACE:  
MYKAL MCELDOWNEY  

“DIVING FOR THE END ZONE”  

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “IT'S A WONDERFUL PIECE OF PEAK 

ACTION. TACK SHARP. YOU CAN SEE THE FACES.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
JONATHAN MIANO  

“CUBS WIN! ”  

THE TIMES MEDIA COMPANY 
 
3RD PLACE:  
ROBERT SCHEER  

“TOUGH LOSS”  

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 

	

53



Photography, Design & Graphics 

SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Any publication with circ. below 30,000 
 

1ST PLACE:  
REGGIE HAYES  

“WAYNE EMBRACES FEELING OF WINNING AGAIN”  

THE NEWS-SENTINEL 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “GREAT MOMENT AND EMOTION IN 

THESE. SO MUCH FEELING IN WAYNE PHOTO. LOTS OF 

ENERGY IN 2ND PLACE PHOTO AND SUCH A TEENAGE SCENE 

WITH THE CELL PHONES UP.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
JOHN P. CLEARY  

“CHAMPIONSHIP SELFIE”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 

	
 
3RD PLACE:  
DON KNIGHT  

“CELEBRATION”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 
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Photography, Design & Graphics 

FEATURES PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Any publication with circ. above 30,000, news services and 
digital media 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JAMIE SCHWABEROW   

“WITHIN A SPLIT SECOND ”  

CHAMPION MAGAZINE 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “WITHIN A SPLIT SECOND WAS 

WONDERFULLY DONE WITH A COMPLEXITY I'M SURE I DON'T 

FULLY APPRECIATE, BUT IT ALL WORKED FOR THE VIEWER.  

AND I LOVE ALL THE SUPPORTING TEXT THAT WENT WITH 

THIS PACKAGE.  VISUALS, INFORMATION, QUOTES — ALL 

IMPRESSIVE.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
BARBARA JOHNSTON  

“GRAND ENTRANCE”  

NOTRE DAME MAGAZINE 

	
	

3RD PLACE:  
JONATHAN MIANO  

“LIMA LIMA FLIGHT TEAM”  

THE TIMES MEDIA COMPANY 

	

55



Photography, Design & Graphics 

FEATURES PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Any publication with circ. below 30,000 
 

1ST PLACE:  
DON KNIGHT  

“HAMMOCK HIGHRISE”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 

 
 

2ND PLACE:  
JENN HAMM  

“GETTING TO KNOW YOUR LOCAL COP OVER A CUP OF 

COFFEE (OR JUICE)”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 

	
 

3RD PLACE:  
TALL AND SMALL PHOTOGRAPHY  

“MAZEL TOV: A TRADITIONAL WEDDING IN A RUSTIC SETTING”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 

	

56



Photography, Design & Graphics 

MULTIPLE PICTURE GROUP 
 
All Publications 
 

1ST PLACE:  
MYKAL MCELDOWNEY  

“MICKEY DEPUTY'S QUEST TO BE QUEEN”  

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “A WONDERFULLY TOLD STORY WITH 

MANY MOMENTS THAT TOOK A LOT OF CARE TO MAKE” 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
STEPHEN SPROULL  

“MEMORABLE IMAGES OF PLACES CLOSE TO HOME”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 

	
 

3RD PLACE:  
NIKITA SHOKHOV  

“RELISH: WOMEN'S CLOTHING THAT TRANSCENDS 

TRENDINESS”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 

	

57



Photography, Design & Graphics 

NEWSPAPER PAGE ONE DESIGN  
 
All newspapers 
 

1ST PLACE:  
KAYLEE STEWART  

“DESIGNS FOR THE HERALD BULLETIN”  

CNHI INDIANA 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
PATRICK CALDWELL  

“HERALD BULLETIN 1”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 

	
 

3RD PLACE:  
BILL THORNBRO AND JANICE RICKERT  

“MARCH 26, 2016; JUNE 3, 2016”  

THE HERALD-TIMES 

	

58



Photography, Design & Graphics 

MAGAZINE COVER DESIGN  
 
All magazines or periodicals 
 

1ST PLACE:  
KRISTEN K. TUCKER AND HEATHER GRAY  

“EVANSVILLE LIVING MAY/JUNE 2016 COVER — THE LINCOLN 

MALLET”  

TUCKER PUBLISHING GROUP 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “THIS COVER IS BRILLIANT IN ITS 

RESTRAINT AND BOLD IN ITS PRESENTATION. THE 

SIMPLICITY OF THE COLOR PALETTE JUXTAPOSED WITH THE 

HAND LETTERING IS EFFECTIVE AND ENGAGING WITHOUT 

SACRIFICING HIERARCHY. THE CREATIVE DIRECTION HERE 

DEMONSTRATES COMMAND AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE 

CONTENT. IT IS PLAYFULLY APT AND LEAVES ITS MARK ON 

THE VIEWER.” 

 
 

2ND PLACE:  
WILL MCCARTY AND JOEY SMITH  

“PRIDE STALLS AT THE STATEHOUSE”  

NUVO 

	
 

3RD PLACE:  
TODD URBAN  

“INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY COVERS”  

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 

	

59



Photography, Design & Graphics 

DESIGN OTHER THAN COVER 
 
All print media 
 

1ST PLACE:  
AMANDA GOEHLERT  

“STAKING CLAIM ”  

ANGIE'S LIST 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “MASTERFUL DESIGN INTERTWINING 

IMAGES AND TYPE TO ENTICE THE READER THROUGH 

STORIES ABOUT USING RECLAIMED WORK. A READER 

COULDN'T HELP BUT READ THIS PIECE THANKS TO THE 

FIRST-RATE DESIGN.” 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
PATRICK CALDWELL  

“DESIGN FOR THE HERALD BULLETIN”  

CNHI INDIANA 

	
 

3RD PLACE:  
DESIGN: MATT MUKERJEE  

“HERRON-MORTON”  

ANGIE'S LIST 

	

60



Photography, Design & Graphics 

GRAPHICS AND ILLUSTRATIONS 
 
Any publication with circ. above 30,000, news services and 
digital media 
 

1ST PLACE:  
MICHAEL CAMPBELL  

“RAY ADAMS: A PREDATOR'S TRAIL”  

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
KRISTEN HAMBRIDGE AND SUSAN ORR  

“BIKESHARE BY THE NUMBERS”  

INDIANAPOLIS BUSINESS JOURNAL 

	
 

3RD PLACE:  
DANIEL DOWNEY  

“THE 500: A CENTURY OF SPEED”  

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 

	

61



Online 

GRAPHICS AND ILLUSTRATIONS 
 
Any publication with circ. below 30,000 
 

1ST PLACE:  
HEATHER BREMER  

“PICTURE OF HEALTH: TOBACCO, ALCOHOL AND 

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “THE PICTURE OF HEALTH 

INFOGRAPHIC IS WELL-ORGANIZED, EASY TO FOLLOW AND 

QUICK TO DIGEST. BLOCKS OF COLOR HELP THE READER 

QUICKLY IDENTIFY ONE STAT FROM ANOTHER. BRIEF 

BLOCKS OF TEXT PROVIDE ADDITIONAL CONTEXT, WHICH IS 

MUCH APPRECIATED. THERE WAS A GOOD MIX OF 

PRESENTATION, INCLUDING THE BIG NUMBER 

PERCENTAGES AND VISUAL REPRESENTATIONS. OVERALL, 

GREAT EXECUTION!” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
DAVE WINDISCH  

“VINYL QUEST: YOUR JOURNEY TOWARD AND EPIC RECORD 

STORE DAY”  

NUVO 

 
3RD PLACE:  
HEATHER BREMER  

“CROSSROADS OF AMERICA”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 

62



Online 

BEST JOURNALISM WEBSITE 
 

1ST PLACE:  
INDYSTAR DIGITAL TEAM  

“INDYSTAR.COM WEBSITE”  

THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “INDYSTAR.COM'S CUSTOM PROJECTS, 

STORIES, DATABASES AND INTERACTIVES STOOD ABOVE 

THE REST. "OUT OF BALANCE" WAS ESPECIALLY 

IMPRESSIVE.” 

 
 

2ND PLACE:  
JOHN NAGY, BARBARA JOHNSTON, TONY FULLER AMD 

TAYLOR PACKET  

“LONG CRESCENDO”  

NOTRE DAME MAGAZINE 

	
 

3RD PLACE:  
HEATHER BREMER   

“HERALDBULLETIN.COM”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 

	

63



Online 

BEST ONLINE MULTIMEDIA 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JOHN NAGY, BARBARA JOHNSTON, TONY FULLER AND 

TAYLOR PACKET  

“LONG CRESCENDO”  

NOTRE DAME MAGAZINE 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “THE TEAM THAT CREATED THIS 

SHOULD BE VERY PROUD OF THE AMAZING COLLECTION OF 

TEXT, VIDEO, PHOTO, TIMELINE, ETC. THAT CREATES A TRUE 

MULTIMEDIA STORYTELLING EXPERIENCE. MOREOVER, THE 

ONLINE PRESENTATION INVITED THE READER IN AND 

OFFERED SEVERAL PATHS TO EXPLORE THIS COMPLEX 

STORY.” 

 
 

2ND PLACE:  
VICTOR CORTEZ   

“SEEING IT THROUGH ”  

CHAMPION MAGAZINE 

	

64



Books 

NON-FICTION BOOK 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JESSICA NUNEMAKER  

“LITTLE INDIANA: SMALL TOWN DESTINATIONS”  

LITTLE INDIANA 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “THE AUTHOR PUT TOGETHER A 

THOROUGH, BUT FUN AND EASY-TO-READ GUIDE TO 

INDIANA. THE INCLUSIONS WERE THOUGHT OUT, 

INSIGHTFUL, AND WELL-WRITTEN. THE ENTRY IS PERFECT 

FOR VISITORS OR RESIDENTS LOOKING TO LEARN MORE 

ABOUT WHERE THEY LIVE.” 

 

2ND PLACE:  
KYLE D. HUCKINS  

“RACE, FAITH AND POLITICS TODAY”  

BEREAN PUBLISHING 

	

65



Television 

BEST NEWSCAST 
 
Indianapolis market 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ALLISON HERMAN, JEFF KEW, RACHEL SENN AND STAFF  

“FOUR KIDS KILLED IN FIRE”  

WXIN 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “WXIN'S EXECUTION OF THIS 

NEWSCAST WAS WELL WRITTEN, WELL EDITED AND WELL 

PRODUCED.  IT WAS HARD NOT TO TURN AWAY.” 

 
 

2ND PLACE:  
PHIL CANNELONGO & WTHR NEWS TEAM  

“EYEWITNESS NEWS NIGHTBEAT”  

WTHR 

	
 

3RD PLACE:  
ALEX DIERCKMAN, JASON FECHNER, RAFAEL SANCHEZ AND 

KEVIN GREGORY  

“RTV6 NEWS AT 11:00”  

WRTV 

	

66



Television 

BEST NEWSCAST 
 
Outside Indianapolis market 
 

1ST PLACE:  
WANE-TV STAFF  

“AUGUST TORNADOES 5PM NEWSCAST”  

WANE 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “HEARTBREAKING BUT IMPORTANT 

NEWSCAST DEMONSTRATES THE POWER OF JOURNALISM 

AND STORYTELLING.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
WTIU NEWS  

“INDIANA NEWSDESK FEBRUARY 19, 2016”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 

 

3RD PLACE:  
14 NEWS STAFF  

“OCTOBER 28, 2016”  

WFIE 

	

67



Television 

BREAKING NEWS COVERAGE  
 
Indianapolis market 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ALLISON HERMAN, ANDREW SCHERER AND STAFF  

“PRINCIPAL DIES SAVING STUDENTS”  

WTTV 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “GREAT TEAM COVERAGE INTO 

INVESTIGATION, FOLLOWED BY REACTION FROM PARENTS 

AND STUDENTS.  YOU REALLY FELT FOR THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE SCHOOL AS THEY SUFFERED WITH THE LOSS OF 

THIS PRINCIPAL.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
ADAM KRENT, LINDSDAY STALF, LONI BLANDFORD AND AL 

CARL  

“KOKOMO TORNADOES”  

WISH-TV 

	
	

3RD PLACE:  
KATHRYN DAWSON, DANIEL SHAPIRO, JOSHUA VOIGHT AND 

STAFF  

“HALLOWEEN STANDOFF”  

WXIN 

	

68



Television 

BREAKING NEWS COVERAGE 
 
Outside Indianapolis market 
 

1ST PLACE:  
WANE-TV STAFF  

“AUGUST TORNADO”  

WANE 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “INFORMATIVE AND ESSENTIAL 

REPORTING FROM MULTIPLE JOURNALISTS EARNS THE TOP 

AWARD.” 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
STEW HIRSCH, CODY BAILEY, OLIVIA MCCLELLAN AND 

BROOKE WELCH  

“RAPID MURDER ARREST”  

WFFT-TV 

 

3RD PLACE:  
KAYLA SULLIVAN, BRITTANY TYNER, RYAN DELANEY AND 

TAYLOR HARDY   

“MISSING LAFAYETTE TEACHER”  

WLFI 

	

69



Television 

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING  
 
Indianapolis market 
 

1ST PLACE:  
BOB SEGALL, BILL DITTON, CYNDEE HEBERT, SUSAN BATT, 

SCOTT HUMS, STEVE WOLFE, AMY RAMIREZ  

“CHARITY CAUGHT ON CAMERA”  

WTHR 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “THE SURVEILLANCE VIDEO CAPTURED 

OF THE CHARITY LEADERS STEALING FOOD, AND THEIR 

SELF-SERVING EXPLANATIONS ABOUT HOW THEIR CONDUCT 

WAS NOT WRONG, REALLY MADE ME GET ANGRY AND CARE 

ABOUT THIS STORY. THE DOUBLE SET OF ACCOUNTING 

RECORDS CLINCHED IT.” 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
SANDRA CHAPMAN, RYAN THEDWALL, BILL DITTON, SUSAN 

BATT  

“DANGEROUS EXPOSURE”  

WTHR 

 

3RD PLACE:  
BENNETT HAEBERLE  

“IMPOSTER NURSES”  

WISH-TV 

	

70



Television 

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING  
 
Outside Indianapolis market 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ALYSSA IVANSON  

“BABY BOXES”  

WANE 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “IT WAS DIFFICULT TO SELECT A 

WINNER. BABY BOXES WON OUT BECAUSE THIS COULD 

HAVE BEEN AN OVERWHELMING, DATA-HEAVY LOOK AT A 

COMPLICATED ISSUE BUT THE REPORTER SKILLFULLY 

DISSEMINATED THE STORY AND DUG IN ALL CORNERS TO 

FIND OUT THE STORY BEHIND THE STORY. THE 

PHOTOJOURNALIST ALSO PRODUCED AS WELL-SHOT AND 

EDITED PACKAGE THAT COULD SHINE IN A MUCH BIGGER 

MARKET.” 

 

2ND PLACE:  
ALYSSA IVANSON, JR CARMICHAEL  

“PARKING PROBLEMS”  

WANE 

	
	

3RD PLACE:  
JESS POWERS AND JOSEPH SCHLAERTH  

“STOLEN VALOR”  

WFIE 

	

71



Television 

SPORTS REPORTING 
 
Any Indiana station 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ANDREW POGAR AND PAUL ZINK  

“CADDY ZACK: THE ZACK SIELCK STORY”  

WLFI 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “A STRONG CATEGORY; CADDY ZACK 

WAS PERSONAL AND STRUCK A CHORD” 

 
 

2ND PLACE:  
GLENN MARINI, ROSS KINSEY  

“BIG LEAGUE BROTHERS”  

WANE 

	
 

3RD PLACE:  
DAVE CALABRO, RICH NYE, ROB LYNCH, STEVE RHODES  

“OFF THE TRACK”  

WTHR 

	

72



Television 

FEATURE STORY 
 
Indianapolis market 
 

1ST PLACE:  
KEVIN RADER, STEVE RHODES  

“ONLY IN INDIANA”  

WTHR 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “WTHR'S STORY ABOUT A MAN WITH 

DEMENTIA AND THE SON WHO CARES FOR HIM IS WHAT THE 

WORLD'S BEST STORIES ARE ABOUT: UNIVERSAL TRUTHS. 

LOVE, LIFE, DEATH, GRIEF, FAMILY, AND THE HUMAN DESIRE 

TO SHARE STORIES. THIS WILL LIVE WITH ME FOR A LONG 

TIME.” 

 
2ND PLACE:  
MARK COSTELLO, DAVIONA JOHNSON, EMMA EDICK, HALEY 

RIOS  

“KIDS DANCE OUTREACH”  

WFYI-TV 
 
 
3RD PLACE:  
SHAWN PIERCE AND PHIL SANCHEZ  

“HOOSIER HARDWOOD”  

WISH-TV 

	

73



Television 

FEATURE STORY 
 
Outside Indianapolis market 
 

1ST PLACE:  
AMANDA DECKER AND BUCKLEY TUNISON  

“FROM PATIENT TO ADDICT: HEROIN IN THE TRI-STATE”  

WEVV-TV 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
BRAD BYRD, RYAN MCCURDY, JOHN SIMPSON  

“DAWN'S EARLY LIGHT”  

WEHT/WTVW 

 

3RD PLACE:  
ERIN MEYER  

“SANTA AT THE SALON”  

WFIE 

	

74



Television 

DOCUMENTARY OR SPECIAL  
 
Indianapolis market 
 

1ST PLACE:  
TED GREEN AND PETE SAETRE  

“ATTUCKS: THE SCHOOL THAT OPENED A CITY”  

WFYI-TV 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “A FASCINATING LOOK AT A 

REVOLUTIONARY SCHOOL. THE DOCUMENTARY IS AN 

EXCELLENT MARRIAGE OF AN IMPORTANT STORY AND 

MASTERFUL STORYTELLING.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
KRISTA LANE, KERRI CAVANAUGH, OLIVIA DANGLER, AND 

STAFF  

“INDIANAPOLIS 500: PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE”  

WTTV 

 

 

	

75



Television 

DOCUMENTARY OR SPECIAL  
 
Outside Indianapolis market 
 

1ST PLACE:  
WTIU NEWS  

“FINDING THE FIX: HEROIN'S HOLD ON THE HEARTLAND”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “AN IMPORTANT STORY TOLD 

SMARTLY-- AND MORE IMPORTANTLY-- CALMLY WITH 

DEVASTATING IMPACT.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
TERRA BRANTLEY, JAKE WEAVER  

“FOCUS 15:  JOURNEY TO THE VATICAN”  

WANE 

 

3RD PLACE:  
ROB ANDERSON AND SARAH CURTISS  

“CELEBRATION IN ART: PRESENTED BY THE WEEKLY 

SPECIAL”  

WTIU 

	

76



Television 

CONTINUING COVERAGE 
 
Indianapolis market 
 

1ST PLACE:  
WTHR NEWS TEAM  

“THE DEATH OF DEPUTY KOONTZ”  

WTHR 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “THE DEATH OF DEPUTY KOONTZ DID 

AN EXCELLENT JOB OF GIVING THE VIEWER A SENSE OF HIS 

LIFE, HIS DEDICATION, AND THE WHOLE HIS DEATH WAS 

LEAVING NOT ONLY IN HIS FAMILY BUT IN THE COMMUNITY.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
ANDREW SCHERER, MEGAN KRAMER, OLIVIA DANGLER AND 

STAFF  

“A MURDER, SHOTS FIRED AT POLICE, AND ONE SUSPECT”  

WTTV 

 

3RD PLACE:  
ANDY GIPSON  

“OVERNIGHT STORMS”  

WISH-TV 

	

77



Television 

CONTINUING COVERAGE 
 
Outside Indianapolis market 
 

1ST PLACE:  
WTIU NEWS   

“ONE YEAR AFTER HIV OUTBREAK SCOTT CO. STILL IN 

CRISIS”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 

 
2ND PLACE:  
WTIU NEWS TEAM  

“THE ONGOING BATTLE OVER LGBT RIGHTS IN INDIANA”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 

	
	

3RD PLACE:  
14 NEWS STAFF  

“GONE WITHOUT A TRACE”  

WFIE 
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Television 

COVERAGE OF GOVERNMENT OR POLITICS  
 
Any Indiana station 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ALYSSA IVANSON  

“CITY COUNCILMAN SCANDAL”  

WANE 

	
 
2ND PLACE:  
PARIS LEWBEL AND KARA KENNEY  

“CALL 6 INVESTIGATES COVERS POLITICS”  

WRTV 

	
	

3RD PLACE:  
HILARY POWELL   

“BACKLOG KEEPS WOULD-BE CITIZENS FROM VOTING”  

WSBT 

	

79



Television 

BUSINESS OR CONSUMER AFFAIRS REPORTING 
 
Any Indiana station 
 

1ST PLACE:  
BOB SEGALL, BILL DITTON, CYNDEE HEBERT, SUSAN BATT  

“13 INVESTIGATES: CONSUMER CONCERNS”  

WTHR 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “GREAT CONSUMER REPORT. NICELY 

EDITED. GREAT FLOW OF INFORMATION WITHOUT 

DRAMATIZING EVENTS IN A SENSATIONAL WAY.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
BARBARA BROSHER  

“EATING AWAY INDIANA’S ASIAN CARP PROBLEM”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 

 

3RD PLACE:  
KARA KENNEY, PARIS LEWBEL, JASON SCHEUER AND LEE 

ATHERTON  

“CRAIGSLIST CONS, ALARM HACKS AND CONTRACTOR 

CROOK”  

WRTV 
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Television 

EDUCATION COVERAGE 
 
Any Indiana station 
 

1ST PLACE:  
BENNETT HAEBERLE   

“SCHOOLS FAILING AT FIRE DRILLS”  

WISH-TV 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “I APPRECIATED THE RESEARCH THAT 

THE REPORTER AND STAFF CONDUCTED TO COMPILE THE 

DATA, AND I APPRECIATED THAT IT WAS DELIVERED IN A 

STRAIGHT-FORWARD WAY, NOT OVER-SENSATIONALIZED.” 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
LAUREN LOWREY AND KEVIN RATERMANN  

“FRESH AT RISK”  

WISH-TV 

 

3RD PLACE:  
KARA KENNEY, JASON SCHEUER AND BRAD FORESTAL  

“HOLES IN THE SYSTEM:  SECLUSION/RESTRAINT AND 

CAMPUS RAPE”  

WRTV 
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Television 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE REPORTING 
 
Any Indiana station 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JULIAN GRACE AND DEANDRA TAYLOR  

“CITY SECURITY CAMERAS”  

WISH-TV 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
BRETT THOMAS, ROSS KINSEY  

“MOM WHO KILLED HER OWN CHILDREN:  THE JAILHOUSE 

INTERVIEW”  

WANE 

	
 

3RD PLACE:  
SANDRA CHAPMAN, JEREMY BRILLIANT, BILL DITTON, RYAN 

THEDWALL, CYNDEE HEBERT  

“13 INVESTIGATES: CHILD EXPLOITATION”  

WTHR 
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Television 

COVERAGE OF CHILDREN’S ISSUES  
 
Any Indiana station 
 

1ST PLACE:  
KARA KENNEY, JASON SCHEUER AND JASON RONIMOUS  

“BROKEN TOY DANGERS AT DAY CARE ”  

WRTV 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “TOUGH STORY, BUT AS A PARENT, IT 

MADE ME THINK ABOUT MY CHILD'S SAFETY.  GREAT 

REMINDER THAT PARENTS CANNOT BE COMPLACENT.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
HILARY POWELL   

“A NOSE THAT KNOWS: DIABETIC ALERT DOG HELPS NEW 

PARIS GIRL”  

WSBT 

	
 

3RD PLACE:  
HEATHER GOOD AND JACOB EMBREY  

“TEACHERS WITNESS ACTIVE SHOOTER DRILL IN 

PRESCHOOL”  

WEVV 
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Television 

COVERAGE OF MINORITY ISSUES 
 
Any Indiana station 
 

1ST PLACE:  
BARBARA BROSHER  

“LEGISLATORS, ADVOCATES POISED FOR HEATED LGBT 

RIGHTS DEBATE”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “THIS PIECE SHOWCASED THE ISSUE 

EFFECTIVELY BY TELLING THE STORY OF A TRANSGENDER 

WOMAN TO SET UP THE CONTEXT IN WHICH INDIANA'S 

LEGISLATION WOULD AFFECT HER AND OTHERS AFFECTED 

BY THE LEGISLATION NOTED IN THE REPORT. THE 

REPORTER PUT A HUMAN FACE ON AN ISSUE THAT NEEDS 

ONE AND TOLD HER STORY ALONG WITH THE ISSUES 

BEHIND THE LEGISLATION IN A STRAIGHTFORWARD AND 

EASY-TO-UNDERSTAND MANNER.” 

 

2ND PLACE:  
KEVIN RADER, SCOTT SWAN, JOHN DUONG, RYAN THEDWALL  

“ONE STEP AT A TIME”  

WTHR 

	
	

3RD PLACE:  
BARBARA BROSHER   

“BLOOMINGTON TO HELP WITH INCREASE IN REFUGEES 

ADMITTED TO U.S.”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 
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Television 

MEDICAL OR SCIENCE REPORTING 
 
Any Indiana station 
 

1ST PLACE:  
SARA WITTMEYER  

“ONE YEAR AFTER HIV OUTBREAK, MORE COUNTIES BEING 

PROACTIVE”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “ENGAGING AND EYE-OPENING 

REPORTING ON NEEDLE EXCHANGE AND HIV PREVENTION.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
BARBARA BROSHER  

“NEW LAW MEANS HOOSIERS CAN’T USE ONLINE EYE EXAM”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 

	
	

3RD PLACE:  
KARA KENNEY AND BRAD FORESTAL  

“PRESCRIPTION FOR DISASTER”  

WRTV 
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Television 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTING 
 
Any Indiana station 
 

1ST PLACE:  
KARA KENNEY  

“RUSTY DRINKING WATER WOES”  

WRTV 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
JACKIE MONROE  

“INSIDE THE WORLD OF DEER POACHING”  

WFIE 

 

3RD PLACE:  
SARA WITTMEYER  

“INDIANA OFFICIALS WORKING TO ELIMINATE FERAL HOG 

POPULATION”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 
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Television 

NEWS VIDEOGRAPHY  
 
Indianapolis market 
 

1ST PLACE:  
SHAWN PIERCE  

“SHAWN PIERCE, PHOTOJOURNALIST”  

WISH-TV 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “EXCELLENT EXAMPLES OF TOP 

NOTCH PHOTOJOURNALISM. PIERCE'S USE OF CLOSE-UPS, 

POINT OF VIEW, AND REACTION SHOTS GAVE HIS WORK A 

SLIGHT EDGE.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
JOHN DUONG  

“JOHN DUONG NEWS COMPOSITE”  

WTHR 
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Television 

NEWS VIDEOGRAPHY  
 
Outside Indianapolis market 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JOHN SIMPSON  

“EYEWITNESS NEWS VIDEOGRAPHY”  

WEHT/WTVW 

 
2ND PLACE:  
RYAN DELANEY   

“RYAN DELANEY NEWS VIDEOGRAPHY ”  

WLFI 

 

3RD PLACE:  
ROSS KINSEY  

“ROSS KINSEY”  

WANE 
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Television 

SPORTS VIDEOGRAPHY  
 
Any Indiana station 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JOHN DUONG  

“PINNED”  

WTHR 

 
2ND PLACE:  
GLENN MARINI  

“DWENGER'S DYNAMIC DUO OF DIGITS”  

WANE 
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Television 

FEATURES VIDEOGRAPHY  
 
Any Indiana station 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JASON SCHEUER  

“JASON SCHEUER FEATURES VIDEOGRAPHY”  

WRTV 

 
 
2ND PLACE:  
JOHN DUONG  

“MY MINION”  

WTHR-TV 

	
	

3RD PLACE:  
KATHERINE TSAKKOS  

“KATHERINE TSAKKOS”  

WANE 
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Television 

ELECTION AND CAMPAIGN COVERAGE 
 
Indianapolis market 
 

1ST PLACE:  
WTHR NEWS TEAM  

“DECISION 2016”  

WTHR 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “COMPREHENSIVE, INSIGHTFUL 

COVERAGE. STATION MADE USE OF THE BEHIND-THE-

SCENES ACCESS WELL, AND DID A NICE JOB EXPLAINING 

THE DOMINO EFFECT CLEARLY OF THE PENCE PICK. THEY 

MESHED NATIONAL AND LOCAL ANGLES SMARTLY.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
MATT SMITH AND ROBB RESSLER  

“HOOSIERS IN IOWA”  

WTTV 

	
 
3RD PLACE:  
DAN SPEHLER AND ROBB RESSLER  

“CRUZ AND FIORINA TEAM UP IN INDIANA”  

WXIN 
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Television 

ELECTION AND CAMPAIGN COVERAGE 
 
Outside Indianapolis market 
 

1ST PLACE:  
CHRIS CERENELLI, HEATHER GOOD AND DOUG GARRETT   

“FOCUSED ON THE CANDIDATES”  

WEVV 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “ENGAGING, INFORMATIVE AND FAST-

PACED ENOUGH WITHOUT BEING SUPERFICIAL. A CLEAR 

HANDLING OF THE CANDIDATES AND THE KEY ISSUES AND 

WHERE THEY STAND, THROUGH THEIR CAMPAIGN 

MATERIALS, THE FACTS AND THEIR OWN WORDS.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
HOLLY CAMPBELL, KATHERINE TSAKKOS  

“THE UNLIKELY CANDIDATE”  

WANE 
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Radio 

RADIO BEST NEWSCAST  
 

1ST PLACE:  
JILL DITMIRE, LEIGH DENOON  

“WFYI NEWSCAST, JULY 15, 2016”  

WFYI PUBLIC MEDIA 

 

2ND PLACE:  
STAN SOLLARS AND THE IPR NEWS TEAM  

“MORNING EDITION, NOVEMBER 17, 2016, 8:43 AM”  

INDIANA PUBLIC RADIO 

 
 

3RD PLACE:  
WFHB DAILY LOCAL NEWS STAFF  

“DAILY LOCAL NEWS - NOVEMBER 16, 2016”  

WFHB COMMUNITY RADIO NEWS 
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Radio 

RADIO BREAKING NEWS COVERAGE  
 

1ST PLACE:  
PETER BALONON-ROSEN  

“WHITE HOUSE RELEASES GUIDANCE ON TRANSGENDER 

BATHROOM USE”  

INDIANA PUBLIC BROADCASTING 

 

2ND PLACE:  
JOE CRAWFORD  

“ANGER AT POLICE, IU AND PRISONS VOICED AT BLACK LIVES 

MATTER RALLY”  

WFHB COMMUNITY RADIO NEWS 
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Radio 

RADIO DOCUMENTARY OR SPECIAL  
 

1ST PLACE:  
WFIU NEWS  

“FINDING THE FIX: HEROIN’S HOLD ON THE HEARTLAND”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “CONGRATULATIONS ON AN 

INCREDIBLY WELL DONE AND EXTREMELY IMPORTANT PIECE 

OF JOURNALISM. EXCELLENT INTERVIEWS AND GREAT 

PRODUCING.” 

 

2ND PLACE:  
STAFF  

“INDIANA PUBLIC BROADCASTING STATE ELECTION 

COVERAGE 2016”  

INDIANA PUBLIC BROADCASTING 

 
 

3RD PLACE:  
STEVE BURGER AND SAMANTHA HORTON  

“DUBOIS COUNTY AVIAN FLU OUTBREAK”  

WNIN-FM 
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Radio 

RADIO ELECTION AND CAMPAIGN COVERAGE 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
STAFF  

“INDIANA PUBLIC BROADCASTING LIVE ELECTION NIGHT 

2016”  

INDIANA PUBLIC BROADCASTING 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “INDIANA PUBLIC BROADCASTING DID 

ITS LISTENERS A SERVICE WITH THIS COVERAGE, WHICH 

COMBINED SOLID ANCHORING, DIVERSE VIEWPOINTS, HIGH 

AUDIO PRODUCTION VALUES, AND DIGITAL COMPLEMENTS.” 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
MICHAEL PUENTE  

“INDIANA ELECTION COVERAGE BY MICHAEL PUENTE”  

CHICAGO PUBLIC MEDIA 

 

 
3RD PLACE:  
STAN JASTRZEBSKI  

“HOW A HOOSIER PRESAGED DONALD TRUMP”  

WBAA PUBLIC RADIO 

	

96



Radio 

RADIO FEATURE STORY  
 

1ST PLACE:  
PETER BALONON-ROSEN  

“WANT TO ADDRESS TEACHERS’ UNCONSCIOUS BIASES? 

FIRST, TALK ABOUT RACE”  

INDIANA PUBLIC BROADCASTING 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “PETER BALONON-ROSEN'S PIECE IS A 

DEEP AND MEANINGFUL PROFILE OF TEACHERS AT AN 

INDIANAPOLIS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WHO ARE FACING 

RACE HEAD-ON. THE PIECE DIVES EFFECTIVELY INTO 

IMPLICIT BIAS, PERSONALIZING THE ISSUE OF RACE IN THE 

CLASSROOM AND HOW IT EFFECTS STUDENTS.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
MICHAEL PUENTE  

“EAST CHICAGO NOT SURE HOW TO OUST COUNCILMAN 

ACCUSED OF MURDER”  

CHICAGO PUBLIC MEDIA 

 

3RD PLACE:  
ANNIE ROPEIK  

“IN RURAL INDIANA, FARM VETERINARIANS IN SHORT SUPPLY 

AND HIGH DEMAND”  

INDIANA PUBLIC BROADCASTING 
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Radio 

RADIO IN-DEPTH REPORTING  
 

1ST PLACE:  
JAKE HARPER  

“JAKE HARPER, HEALTH REPORTING”  

WFYI PUBLIC MEDIA 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “THESE STORIES OFFER SOUND RICH, 

CHARACTER-DRIVEN STORIES AND IMPORTANT CONTEXT ON 

CONSEQUENTIAL ISSUES.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
PETER BALONON-ROSEN, CLAIRE MCINERNY  

“SCHOOL FUNDING FORMULA IMPACTS”  

INDIANA PUBLIC BROADCASTING 

 

3RD PLACE:  
SARAH FENTEM, JILL SHERIDAN  

“HOW DO WE CARE FOR OUR GROWING NUMBER OF 

GERIATRIC PATIENTS?”  

INDIANA PUBLIC BROADCASTING 
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Radio 

RADIO CONTINUING COVERAGE  
 

1ST PLACE:  
SAMANTHA HORTON AND STEVE BURGER  

“DUBOIS COUNTY AVIAN FLU OUTBREAK”  

WNIN-FM 

 

2ND PLACE:  
STAFF  

“EAST CHICAGO LEAD CRISIS”  

INDIANA PUBLIC BROADCASTING 

 
3RD PLACE:  
BARBARA BROSHER   

“SCOTT COUNTY HIV OUTBREAK”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 
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Radio 

RADIO PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
 

1ST PLACE:  
WILLIAM HOSEA, AMRITA MYERS, FLOYD HOBSON, JIM 

THRASHER  

“BRING IT ON -- A CONVERSATION WITH INDIANA STATE 

POLICE”  

WFHB COMMUNITY RADIO NEWS 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “FASCINATING INTERVIEWS ON POLICE 

VIOLENCE. CONGRATULATIONS ON AN OUTSTANDING PIECE 

OF JOURNALISM.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
BOB ZALTSBERG, SARA WITTMEYER, J.D. GRAY   

“THE DEATH OF LGBT CIVIL RIGHTS BILLS AT THE 

STATEHOUSE”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 

 

3RD PLACE:  
JOE CRAWFORD, AUBREY SEADER, ANNA MAIDI  

“TOP STORIES OF 2016: THE TARGETING OF MUSLIM 

HOOSIERS”  

WFHB COMMUNITY RADIO NEWS 
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Radio 

RADIO SPORTS REPORTING  
 

1ST PLACE:  
MICHAEL PUENTE  

“A LITTLE BIT OF WRIGLEY IN NORTHWEST INDIANA”  

CHICAGO PUBLIC MEDIA 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “FROM IT'S SURPRISING BEGINNING 

WITH THE SOUND OF A TURNSTILE TO THE SURPRISING 

DETAILS THROUGHOUT, THIS SOUND-RICH FEATURE BRINGS 

FANDOM TO LIFE IN A SURPRISING AND ENTERTAINING WAY.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
LISA RYAN  

“U.S. PARALYMPIC TEAM LEAVES FORT WAYNE FOR RIO”  

WBOI 

 

3RD PLACE:  
LINDSEY WRIGHT   

“PGA LEAGUE EMPHASIZES TEAM ATMOSPHERE, INCREASES 

YOUTH INTEREST”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 

	

101



Student Print & Digital 

STUDENT SPOT NEWS REPORTING 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ALEXA CHRYSSOVERGIS  

“HULK HOGAN AWARDED $115 MILLION IN SALACIOUS 

PRIVACY RIGHTS TRIAL AGAINST GAWKER”  

INDIANA DAILY STUDENT 

 

2ND PLACE:  
KARA BERG, CASEY SMITH  

“LOCKDOWN”  

BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 
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Student Print & Digital 

STUDENT NON-DEADLINE NEWS 
 

1ST PLACE:  
LAUREL DEMKOVICH  

“POISONED: EAST CHICAGO RESIDENTS DEAL WITH FINDING 

NEW HOMES AFTER LEAD CONTAMINATION”  

INDIANA DAILY STUDENT 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
SIERRA VANDERVORT AND EMILY JONES  

“TOUCH OF HOPE”  

INDIANA UNIVERSITY MEDIA SCHOOL 

	
	

3RD PLACE:  
GRACE PALMIERI  

“FLIES IN THEIR IMAGE”  

INDIANA DAILY STUDENT 
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Student Print & Digital 

STUDENT INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING 
 

1ST PLACE:  
HANNAH ALANI, GRACE PALMIERI, TAYLOR TELFORD  

“SEXUAL ASSAULT SERIES”  

INDIANA DAILY STUDENT 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “THIS TEAM OF REPORTERS NOT ONLY 

DID THE WORK TO FIND THE BEST PEOPLE TO SHARE THEIR 

DIFFICULT STORIES, BUT ALSO DID THE DUE DILIGENCE 

NEEDED TO GET ALL THE DETAILS THAT MAKE A GREAT 

NARRATIVE.” 

 
2ND PLACE:  
THE MEDIA SCHOOL, INDIANA UNIVERSITY  

“BILLION DOLLAR STORY: CAMPAIGN FINANCE IN INDIANA”  

THE MEDIA SCHOOL, INDIANA UNIVERSITY 

 

3RD PLACE:  
ALEX KINCAID  

“OUR MONEY, THEIR SECRETS”  

BALL BEARINGS 
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Student Print & Digital 

STUDENT ELECTION AND CAMPAIGN COVERAGE 
 

1ST PLACE:  
DAILY NEWS STAFF  

“ELECTION AND CAMPAIGN COVERAGE”  

BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 

 
2ND PLACE:  
THE REFLECTOR  

“2016 ELECTION COVERAGE”  

THE REFLECTOR 

 

3RD PLACE:  
DAVID KOBE AND RACHELE MILLER  

“NEWS DEPAUW STUDENTS ANXIETY SOARS AS 

PRESIDENTIAL RESULTS ARE ANNOUNCED”  

THE DEPAUW 
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Student Print & Digital 

STUDENT FEATURE STORY 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ELLEN GLOVER AND ALLISON CHAPLIN  

“WHERE THE PATH MAY LEAD”  

INDIANA UNIVERSITY MEDIA SCHOOL 

 
2ND PLACE:  
SARAH GARDNER  

“MASTER AND APPRENTICE”  

INDIANA DAILY STUDENT 

 

3RD PLACE:  
LIZ MEUSER  

“SECOND SIGHT”  

INDIANA UNIVERSITY MEDIA SCHOOL 
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Student Print & Digital 

STUDENT SPORTS REPORTING 
 

1ST PLACE:  
GRACE PALMIERI  

“SIDE BY SIDE”  

INDIANA DAILY STUDENT 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “"SIDE BY SIDE" WAS SMARTLY 

DONE...WELL REPORTED AND WELL WRITTEN ABOUT TWO 

OLYMPIC DIVER HOPEFULS.” 

 

2ND PLACE:  
SAMANTHA STEVENSON  

“THE ACADEMIC ATHLETE”  

BALL BEARINGS 

 
3RD PLACE:  
ROBBY GENERAL  

“SPORTS REPORTING BY ROBBY GENERAL”  

BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 
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Student Print & Digital 

STUDENT EDITORIAL WRITING 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ALEX KINCAID  

“YOUR MONEY MATTERS: BUT WE STILL DON'T KNOW WHERE 

IT ALL GOES”  

BALL BEARINGS 

 

2ND PLACE:  
CHELSEA FAULK  

“WHAT'S WRONG WITH THE F-WORD?”  

THE REFLECTOR 

 
3RD PLACE:  
ERIK CLIBURN  

“TRIGGER WARNINGS DO NOT BELONG ON A COLLEGE 

CAMPUS”  

THE REFLECTOR 
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Student Print & Digital 

STUDENT NEWS PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

1ST PLACE:  
MADISON HAYS  

“STUDENTS TEACH SWIM LESSONS TO KIDS”  

THE REFLECTOR 

 

2ND PLACE:  
SAMUEL CARAVANA  

“ELECTION NIGHT 2016”  

THE DEPAUW 

 

3RD PLACE:  
SARAH BAHR  

“LOVE IS LOVE”  

THE CAMPUS CITIZEN 
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Student Print & Digital 

STUDENT SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

1ST PLACE:  
LAKEN DETWEILER  

“VOLLEYBALL SPLITS THEIR WEEKEND 2-2”  

THE REFLECTOR 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “VERY NICE MOMENTS AND ACTION IN 

THIS CATEGORY. GOOD CAPTION INFORMATION. PEAK 

ACTION AND LOVELY EMOTION IN MANY OF THE IMAGES” 

 

2ND PLACE:  
JENNIFER ULREY  

“MEN'S SOCCER DEFEATS PRAIRIE STARS 2-1”  

THE REFLECTOR 

 

3RD PLACE:  
CASSIE REVERMAN  

“MEN'S LACROSSE EXTENDS WIN STREAK TO FOUR”  

THE REFLECTOR 
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Student Print & Digital 

STUDENT FEATURES PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

1ST PLACE:  
NOBLE GUYON  

“UNREST IN THE FOREST”  

INDIANA DAILY STUDENT 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “PHOTOGRAPHER WHO DOCUMENTED 

'UNREST IN THE FOREST' DID A GREAT JOB WITH POINT OF 

VIEW, CREATIVE COMPOSITIONS, ACTION.” 

 
 

2ND PLACE:  
REAGAN ALLEN  

“A BALANCING ACT”  

BALL BEARINGS 

 

3RD PLACE:  
SAMUEL CARAVANA  

“WASSER BREWING COMPANY FISH TACOS ”  

THE DEPAUW 
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Student Print & Digital 

STUDENT PAGE ONE OR COVER DESIGN 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ANNA BOONE  

“INDIANA DAILY STUDENT PAGE ONE”  

INDIANA DAILY STUDENT 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “UNIQUE DESIGNS WITH SIMILAR 

THREADS. LOVELY GRAPHIC ON 'NOT ALERTED,' STRIKING 

ELECTION DAY EDITION. STRONG USE OF WHITE SPACE AND 

PROPORTION.” 

 

2ND PLACE:  
ASHLEY DOWNING, MAUREEN LANGLEY, MAGGIE STOLFA  

“BALL STATE DAILY NEWS PAGE ONE DESIGN ENTRIES”  

BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 

 

3RD PLACE:  
MICHAEL WILLIAMS AND ANNA BOONE  

“812: THE MAGAZINE OF SOUTHERN INDIANA”  

INDIANA UNIVERSITY MEDIA SCHOOL 
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Student Print & Digital 

STUDENT BEST DESIGN OTHER THAN PAGE ONE OR COVER 
 

1ST PLACE:  
MICHAEL WILLIAMS, HARLEY WILTSEY AND ANNA BOONE  

“812: THE MAGAZINE OF SOUTHERN INDIANA”  

INDIANA UNIVERSITY MEDIA SCHOOL 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “BEAUTIFUL LAYOUTS, PARTICULARLY 

'FORK IN THE ROAD,' WHICH HAD GREAT HEADLINES, COLOR 

CHOICES AND PLENTY OF READER ENTRY POINTS WITHOUT 

BECOMING CLUTTERED.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
LEIGH DURPHEY  

“THE FRANKLIN FEATURE SERIES DESIGNS”  

THE FRANKLIN 

 

3RD PLACE:  
MAUREEN LANGLEY, TYSON BIRD, MEGAN AXSOM  

“BALL STATE DAILY NEWS DESIGN OTHER THAN PAGE ONE 

ENTRIES”  

BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 
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Student Print & Digital 

STUDENT GRAPHICS OR ILLUSTRATION 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ANNA BOONE  

“ON THE FLY”  

INDIANA UNIVERSITY MEDIA SCHOOL 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “ON THE FLY WAS SELECTED AS IT 

KEPT A CLEAN SERENE ILLUSTRATION AND DESIGN STYLE 

THROUGHOUT THE ARTICLE. THIS STYLE MATCHED WELL 

THE SUBJECT MATTER. ESPECIALLY LIKED THAT THE POND 

WAS ILLUSTRATED AND THE BIRD’S PLACE WITHIN THE 

SCENE. ALSO LIKED THE Q&A SECTION TO GIVE A BIRDER'S 

POINT-OF-VIEW.” 

 

2ND PLACE:  
BETSY KIEL  

“CUT DOWN METH”  

BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 

 

3RD PLACE:  
TYSON BIRD  

“WHAT MAKES FONTAINE'S RECORD UNIQUE?”  

BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 
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Student Broadcasting 

STUDENT TELEVISION BEST NEWSCAST 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JACOB WILSON, MALLORY WEIL, TROY SCOTT  

“ELECTION EVE 2016”  

NEWSLINK INDIANA 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “NEWSLINK INDIANA’S “ELECTION EVE 

2016” NEWSCAST HAD FAIR, EFFECTIVE AND INTERESTING 

COVERAGE. THE STORIES OVERALL WERE STIMULATING AND 

VERY IMPORTANT TO SHARE WITH THEIR VIEWERS THE 

NIGHT BEFORE THE ELECTION. ALSO IMPRESSED WITH THE 

ENTERPRISE OF THEIR STORIES, ESPECIALLY THE ONE WITH 

THE COLLEGE EDUCATED WOMEN VOTERS.” 
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Student Broadcasting 

STUDENT RADIO BEST NEWSCAST 
 

1ST PLACE:  
KAITLYN KENDALL AND HARRISON SILCOX  

“WICR RADIO NEWS UPDATE AT 5:00”  

UNIVERSITY OF INDIANAPOLIS/WICR RADIO 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “WINNERS KAITLYN KENDALL AND 

HARRISON SILCOX SEEMED IN CONTROL OF THE FIREHOSE 

OF INFORMATION THAT IS A NEWSCAST. THEY HELPED 

PRESENT THE NEWS FOR MAXIMUM DIGESTIBILITY.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
ELIZABETH HOLBROOK AND TANNER GURIN  

“WICR RADIO NEWS UPDATE AT 5:00”  

UNIVERSITY OF INDIANAPOLIS 

 
 

3RD PLACE:  
CHRISTIE YORK  

“MORNING NEWSCAST (DECEMBER 15)”  

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN INDIANA 
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Student Broadcasting 

STUDENT TELEVISION NEWS REPORTING 
 

1ST PLACE:  
BECCA COSTELLO  

“400,000 BIRDS KILLED IN AVIAN FLU OUTBREAK”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “THIS IS A POWERFUL STORY THAT 

DELVES DEEP INTO AN ISSUE THAT NOT ONLY AFFECTS THE 

COUNTY THE REPORTER FOCUSES ON, BUT IS ALSO AN 

INTERNATIONAL PROBLEM THAT HAS AFFECTED 

THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE YEARS. THE 

REPORTER'S UTILIZATION OF HER INTERVIEWEES WAS VERY 

EFFECTIVE FOR ADDING VALUABLE PERSPECTIVES THAT 

HELPED MOVE THE STORY FORWARD. OVERALL, THE STORY 

WAS CAPTIVATING, ACCURATE AND WAS A COMPLETE 

STORY ON A TOPIC THAT MAY HAVE BEEN DAUNTING FOR 

OTHER STUDENT REPORTERS.” 

 

2ND PLACE:  
SOPHIA SALIBY  

“INVASIVE PLANTS AFFECT RECREATION AND PROPERTY 

STATEWIDE”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 

 

3RD PLACE:  
MEREDITH JULIET  

“DENTAL STEM CELLS COULD AID FUTURE MEDICAL 

DISCOVERIES”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 
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Student Broadcasting 

	
STUDENT RADIO NEWS REPORTING 

 
1ST PLACE:  
CHARLOTTE TUGGLE  

“LGBT YOUTH CONSIDER HOW LIFE MAY CHANGE UNDER 

'RFRA FIXES'”  

WBAA PUBLIC RADIO 

 

2ND PLACE:  
CHRISTIE YORK  

“PIPELINE PROTEST”  

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN INDIANA 
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Student Broadcasting 

STUDENT TELEVISION ELECTION AND CAMPAIGN COVERAGE 
 

1ST PLACE:  
SOPHIA SALIBY  

“INDIANA PRIMARY ELECTION DELEGATES: WHAT YOU NEED 

TO KNOW”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 

 

2ND PLACE:  
TONY SANDLEBEN, BRITTNEY ERMON  

“NEWSLINK INDIANA'S 2016 ELECTION COVERAGE”  

NEWSLINK INDIANA 
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Student Broadcasting 

STUDENT RADIO ELECTION AND CAMPAIGN COVERAGE 
 

1ST PLACE:  
CHRISTIE YORK  

“ELECTION COVERAGE 2017”  

WSWI 

 
 

2ND PLACE:  
CHARLOTTE TUGGLE  

“PURDUE STUDENTS RALLY AGAINST TRUMP'S 'HATE 

SPEECH'”  

WBAA PUBLIC RADIO 
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Student Broadcasting 

STUDENT TELEVISION CONTINUING COVERAGE 
 

1ST PLACE:  
TONY SANDLEBEN  

“METH IN DELAWARE COUNTY”  

UNMASKED: THE STIGMA OF METH 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: ““METH IN DELAWARE COUNTY” WAS 

AN INTERESTING AND THOUGHT-PROVOKING PIECE THAT 

WAS ABLE TO TOUCH ON DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF HOW 

METH IS AFFECTING INDIANA. THE REPORTER’S ABILITY TO 

GET A VARIETY OF PERSPECTIVES ON THE IMPACT OF METH 

IN THE COMMUNITY WAS CRITICAL TO THE STORY AND MADE 

IT MORE DYNAMIC. DURING THE SERIES, THE REPORTER 

WAS NOT ONLY FAIR BY GETTING A VARIETY OF OPINIONS 

ON THE MATTER, BUT ALSO SHOWCASED THE ABILITY TO 

CONSTRUCT A CLEAR, ACCURATE AND INTERESTING STORY 

ON A TOPIC THAT MAY BE DIFFICULT TO COVER.” 
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Student Broadcasting 

STUDENT RADIO CONTINUING COVERAGE 
 

1ST PLACE:  
CHARLOTTE TUGGLE  

“CHANGES IN INDIANA POLICING”  

WBAA PUBLIC RADIO 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “TUGGLE'S EXPLORATION OF POLICE 

ISSUES FROM RECRUITMENT TO BODY CAMERAS WENT 

DEEP. PARTICULARLY MEMORABLE WAS WHEN A POLICE 

OFFICER SAID IT WASN'T FEASIBLE TO REDACT BODY 

CAMERA VIDEOS, BECAUSE THE ACTIVITY REQUIRED TIME-

CONSUMING EDITING. AND SO TUGGLE ENLISTED A 

PROFESSIONAL VIDEO EDITOR TO TEST THAT ASSERTION - 

BY REDACTING A VIDEO OF HER ENTERING HIS WORKPLACE. 

THIS KIND OF CLEVER, INDEPENDENT THINKING MAKES THIS 

ENTRY DESERVING OF A 1ST PLACE PRIZE.” 
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Student Broadcasting 

STUDENT TELEVISION SPORTS REPORTING 
 

1ST PLACE:  
TYLER BRADFIELD, CONNOR NICHOLS  

“DEAR TEDDY”  

BALL STATE UNIVERSITY 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “EXCEPTIONAL STORY WOVEN 

TOGETHER WITH VERY GOOD SCRIPT AND VIDEO, BOTH 

HISTORIC AND CURRENT. VERY WELL DONE.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
KEVIN HYLAND  

“PICKLEBALL GAINS TRACTION IN TERRE HAUTE”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 
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Student Broadcasting 

STUDENT RADIO SPORTS REPORTING 
 

1ST PLACE:  
AZRA CEYLAN  

“SOCIAL MEDIA AND FOOTBALL SEXUAL ASSAULT 

ALLEGATIONS”  

WBAA PUBLIC RADIO 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “CEYLAN'S STORY IS BOLD, EXPOSING 

AN ISSUE THAT IS UNPOPULAR. BUT SHE SUBSTANTIATES 

THE STORY'S CLAIM WITH EFFICIENT USE OF INTERVIEW.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
TONY SANDLEBEN  

“HOOSIERS AT THE GAMES”  

INDIANA PUBLIC RADIO 
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Student Broadcasting 

STUDENT TELEVISION FEATURES REPORTING 
 

1ST PLACE:  
TYLER BRADFIELD, CONNOR NICHOLS  

“DEAR TEDDY”  

BALL STATE UNIVERSITY 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “GREAT JOB OF LETTING THE 

INTERVIEWS TELL THE STORY” 

	
 

2ND PLACE:  
SOPHIA SALIBY   

“INDIANA CLINIC SEEKS EXONERATION FOR WRONGFUL 

CONVICTIONS”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 

 

3RD PLACE:  
BECCA COSTELLO  

“BUDDHISM IN U.S. GROWS WHILE SHRINKING WORLDWIDE”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 
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Student Broadcasting 

STUDENT RADIO FEATURES REPORTING 
 

1ST PLACE:  
SOPHIA SALIBY  

“INDIANA CLINIC SEEKS EXONERATION FOR WRONGFUL 

CONVICTIONS”  

WFIU/WTIU NEWS 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
CHRISTIE YORK  

“LABOR DAY AT THE LAKE”  

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN INDIANA 
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Student Broadcasting 

STUDENT TELEVISION DOCUMENTARY OR PUBLIC AFFAIRS  
 

1ST PLACE:  
UNMASKED TEAM, BALL STATE UNIVERSITY  

“UNMASKED: THE STIGMA OF METH”  

BALL STATE UNIVERSITY 

 

2ND PLACE:  
TIM REUSCHE  

“ICE LEAGUE: SEASON 2”  

BALL STATE UNIVERSITY 

	
	

3RD PLACE:  
BALL STATE UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS  

“EVERLASTING LIGHT: THE STORY OF INDIANA'S 

BICENTENNIAL TORCH RELAY”  

BALL STATE UNIVERSITY 
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Student Broadcasting 

STUDENT RADIO DOCUMENTARY OR PUBLIC AFFAIRS  
 

1ST PLACE:  
CHRISTIE YORK  

“SPOTLIGHT: PRESIDENT LINDA BENNETT INTERVIEW”  

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN INDIANA 
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Student Online 

STUDENT BEST JOURNALISM WEBSITE 
 

1ST PLACE:  
STAFF  

“IDSNEWS.COM”  

INDIANA DAILY STUDENT 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “DEEPLY IMPRESSED BY THE SPECIAL 

PROJECTS SUBMITTED BY THE INDIANA DAILY STUDENT, 

WHICH WOULD FIT RIGHT IN WITH THE ENTERPRISE OUTPUT 

OF MANY PROFESSIONAL NEWSROOMS. "THE CLEANUP MAN" 

AND "THE LITTLE SISTER" IN PARTICULAR ARE BEAUTIFUL 

MULTIMEDIA STORIES, COMBINING AUDIO, VIDEO, AND DATA 

VISUALIZATION IN A MOBILE-FRIENDLY DIGITAL PACKAGE. 

REALLY NICE WORK.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
UNMASKED TEAM, BALL STATE UNIVERSITY  

“UNMASKED: THE STIGMA OF METH”  

BALL STATE UNIVERSITY 
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Student Online 

STUDENT BEST ONLINE MULTIMEDIA 
 

1ST PLACE:  
BALL STATE UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS  

“INDIANA BICENTENNIAL TORCH RELAY”  

BALL STATE UNIVERSITY 

	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: “REALLY LOVELY VIDEO WITH A 

COMPREHENSIVE WEBSITE DESIGNED AROUND IT.” 

	
	

2ND PLACE:  
BRODY MILLER, KATELYN ROWE, WENQING YAN, JOSH 

MARGOLIS, MICHAEL WILLIAMS  

“MIDWESTERN JUNGLE”  

INDIANA DAILY STUDENT 

 
3RD PLACE:  
TYSON BIRD  

“TYSON BIRD'S STUDENT ONLINE MULTIMEDIA”  

BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 
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