
GETTING STARTED

We are a work in progress.  None of us have reached our full potential which means that there are still parts 
of us that need work.  The process of becoming more like Jesus takes a whole lifetime, but the only way to 
take part is by being willing to receive correction.  So often in this world we give scripted responses that feel 
good at the time, but do nothing to help each other to a better job.  Some common phrases that feel good 
but keep us stagnant are “you are perfect just the way you are”, “you did your best”, and “it’s not your fault”.  
Now, there are important circumstances to use these phrases, like if someone is down on themselves and 
they need to be encouraged.  But if someone is doing a bad job, these phrases are actually reinforcing the 
bad behavior.  So, what can we do? 

Paul instructs Titus to “rebuke them sharply”.  It sounds harsh but sometimes people need to hear the honest 
truth.  This doesn’t mean that we are to sharply rebuke people whenever we feel like someone is missing the 
mark.  In 2 Timothy, Paul talks about correcting with gentleness.  Every situation and person is different, but 
the common truth is that if we are a work in progress then we should expect rebuke and correction in our 
lives.  In fact, we should crave it!  The worse thing we could possibly do in life is to pretend to follow Jesus 
without making any sacrifices for Him.  “They claim to know God but by their actions they deny him”.  Fake 
Christians will say the right things but refuse to repent. 
 

LOOKING DEEPER  

1. Is there something in your life you know you could do a better job doing?  Have you been stagnant in 
any area? Lazy? 
2. How do you respond when someone corrects or criticizes you? Do you get defensive or do you try to 
hear them out?  
3. Do you have anyone in your life that you could trust to give you honest feedback?  If so, consider 
asking them to speak into your life about areas that you don’t see.  If no, pray and ask God to put 
someone in your life who could be a source of loving wisdom. 
4. Spend some time reading through the book of Titus and ask God to reveal some areas of your life 
where you could do a better job.

TAKE IT WITH YOU—personal reflection

Let’s not forget that God is doing an amazing work in us.  The best work is being done on us and through us 
by the Holy Spirit.  This week as you are at work, at home or at school ask God to show you ways that you 
can do a better job.  Maybe it’s having more patience in dealing with people who drive you nuts! Maybe it’s 
having the strength to give honest feedback.  Or maybe it’s asking for a pure heart.  God’s power is bigger 
than your predicament, rely on Him to do the best job in His name. 

August 30- September 2, 2018
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MEMORY VERSE: Our people must learn to devote themselves to doing what is good, in 
order to provide for urgent needs and not live unproductive lives. Titus 3:14

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES: Titus 1:10-26; Proverbs 9:8-9; Psalm 139:23-24


