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We live in a Good Friday world.  What I 
mean by this is that we continue to see 
and experience the power of sin and 
death in our daily living.  At times you 
just want to shut off any interaction with 
the outside world, no news, no social 
media, no politics and go into a cave and 
hide.  Yes, it is hard to avoid the reality 
of a Good Friday world, but Easter is 
coming. 

Thank God that Jesus didn’t stay in the 
cave of his tomb to avoid the violence, 
hatred and slander that He knew all too 
well first hand.  Thank God He knew 
that resurrection was more powerful than 
death, love was stronger than hatred and 
compassion more transforming than vio-
lence.  We live in a Good Friday world, 
but we are “Easter People”! 

So how do Easter People live in a Good 
Friday world?  Well, as much as we 
would like, we cannot avoid it, at least if 

we intend to follow Jesus.  How do we 
stand against the hatred, violence, deceit 
and divisions that are permeating our 
society?  Our challenges are difficult, the 
barriers that divide us are huge and the 
lies told to us cause us to doubt our faith.  
But Easter is coming! 

Not one thing that we face in our world 
today is new.  Oh the technology might 
be new, and some of the things we know 
about the world we live in has expanded, 
but basically all those things that cause 
brokenness and death are still the same 
as during Jesus’ time here on earth.  A 
Good Friday world is dark and hopeless. 
A Good Friday world speaks falsehood 
about Satan being in control rather than 
God.  A Good Friday world is where a 
cave is the final stop for the dead, but 
Easter is coming. 

To live as Easter People in a Good Fri-
day world means we are called to be light 

bearers, truth tellers, and hope sharers 
putting away selfish desires for the sake 
of others.  Easter people are called to 
bring people together, not separate and 
divide.  Easter people celebrate the prom-
ise of the life to come, not only the life 
that was.  Easter people remember that it 
is always darkest before the rising of the 
sun, and that of course, Easter is coming. 

Someone once said that it would be iron-
ic if the first Easter was on April 1st 
(April’s Fools Day).  I believe that it 
would be quite poetic if death and the 
devil were fooled into thinking they had 
won and that darkness ruled, but the 
risen Son showed them that the joke was 
on them.  For God knows that Easter has 
already arrived, and we, the people who 
follow Christ, know that too.  The cave 
tomb is empty, Jesus isn’t there, and He 
lives in the hearts of his Easter people!  
Praise be to God!                    Pastor Paul 
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PASTOR  SARAH’S  CORNER 

WORSHIP 
 
Erin Rodgers is the Director of Worship and Music at St. Paul’s.  Contact Erin at erodgers@splcomaha.org or 402-895-3366 

Holy Week is just around the corner!  As we near the end of the 
Lenten season, we invite you to be a part of our journey to the 
cross.  Our final midweek Lenten service will be Wednesday, April 
5th at 6:30 pm.  Come receive the Freedom of the Cross through the 
sacrament of Holy Communion as well as our final Lenten interac-
tive experience.  

The Holy Week worship schedule is as follows: 

Sunday, April 9—Palm Sunday: (regular weekend services); 
 The Walk to the Cross 

Wednesday, April 12—NO SERVICES OR ACTIVITIES 

Thursday, April 13—Maundy Thursday:  noon and 6:30 pm;  
The Price of the Cross 

Friday, April 14—Good Friday:  noon and 6:30 pm;  
The Darkness of the Cross 

Saturday, April 15—NO SERVICE 

Sunday, April 16—Easter:  7:00, 8:30, and 10:45 am;  
The Glory of the Cross 

Looking ahead, our last day of Wednesday worship/activities 
for the season will be May 10th.  All activities, classes, and wor-
ship will resume Wednesday, September 6th.  We will begin our 
blended Sunday summer worship schedule on May 28th.  

Also, don’t forget our Mother’s Day weekend worship on May 
13th and 14th, which will be led by our Youth and Children’s 
ministries. 

Blessings! 

 

Welcome back to our worship conversa-
tion.  I’ve seen a few of you making the 
sign of the cross on yourself during wor-
ship!  (See March’s Sower article if you 
need a reminder as to why I encourage this 
participation.)  

There is more to the Gathering part of our 
worship than our Confession and For-
giveness, which we discussed last month.  
In fact, the Gathering includes everything 
until we get to the reading and hearing of 
God’s Word.  

While it isn’t the first element, at all of our 
worship opportunities, we sing as part of 
our Gathering.  This is not because we 
need to make sure everyone knows wor-
ship is starting, or even to reign in our shar-
ing of God’s peace.  We join our voices in 
song as a way to praise God together—
even during church seasons that offer more 
time for reflection, such as Lent or Advent, 
we sing.  

Raising our voices together does a few 
things to us as the worshippers.  Even if we 

do not sing aloud, we are praying the 
words of every piece of music together—
with the saints around us, with the saints 
who wrote the music, with the saints who 
will continue the song long after we have 
left the world.  Singing together is also 
obviously participatory.  The more en-
gaged we are in worship with all of our 
being, the more we are returning our focus 
to God.  

Depending on the worship, we include 
other key elements in our Gathering: the 
Greeting, the Prayer of the Day, the shar-
ing of God’s Peace.  These three pieces 
remind us that we are gathering in the 
name of our Triune God: Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.  Each of these small pieces of 
our worship service shape our lives of faith 
around the relationship we have with God 
and therefore, the relationship we have 
with one another.  

Once we have confessed our sin and re-
ceived forgiveness, we are truly able to 
share Jesus Christ’s peace—the peace that 
passes all understanding, the prayer that 

God’s peace will rest on our community—
and this also shapes our lives of faith!  All 
of us have shared the peace of God with 
someone who we may not have felt genu-
ine good will towards: a spouse we had 
disagreed with on our way to church, our 
moody teenager, even our pastor who 
preached a sermon that stirred up discom-
fort the previous week.  Some of us may 
have grown up with the Sharing of the 
Peace coming later in the liturgy, which is 
also appropriate. But, by situating another 
participatory act of worship in our Gather-
ing, we are emphasizing its meaning.  

Next month, we’ll move into the next part 
of our worship, the Word.  But for now, as 
we continue in Lent and journey toward 
Easter, let us participate in our worship 
liturgy more fully by knowing that we are 
children of God the Father, brothers and 
sisters in the name of our Savior Jesus, and 
able to do the work of the church by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  

See you in worship!                  Pastor Sarah  

Gathering: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God  



The other day, my daughter and I were reminiscing about Easter 
celebrations past, specifically about our Easter egg hunts.  I used to 
wake up early on Sunday morning and hide eggs throughout the 
woods behind our house and then, after the kids woke up, they'd go 
outside and find them.  And each time they found an egg, they 
would yell out, "He is risen!" as loud as they could, a reminder that 
when the women went to the tomb on Sunday morning, they found 
it empty because Jesus had risen. 

Now that she's older, she finds it funny that she used to yell that, 
but I'm really glad she did.  Because now, for the rest of her life, 
she's going to associate something as secular as an Easter egg hunt 
with something as sacred as the resurrection of our Savior.  She'll 
never just see Easter eggs; she'll always see an empty tomb! 

A lot time of times when we talk about discipleship at home, par-
ents say to me, "I don't know how to do devotions with my kids" or 
"I don't know what to say about Jesus."  My answer for them is 
simply this; don't look at discipleship as having to do something 
more, rather as a chance to invite Christ into what you are already 
doing.  And on Easter Sunday, there will be a number of things that 
very likely your family will engage in some very predictable behav-
iors.  So here are some ideas on how you can take what you are 
already doing and welcome Christ into your Easter celebration! 

So, to find out what memories really stick with us as we grow, I 
turned to my friends on Facebook and asked, "What do you re-
member about Easter as a kid?"  Here are some of their answers 
along with some ideas on how to make these memories ones that 
are filled with Jesus. 

Dressing up for Easter Sunday 
A lot of my friends mentioned that they remembered dressing up 
for Easter and getting new clothes, new hats, and new shoes on for 
their trip into church and taking lots of pictures. 

But here's a fun way one mom turned it into a discipleship moment: 
"My mom each year got us a new dress to represent new life in 
Christ."  Many years later, this woman still remembers the deeper 
meaning of her Easter clothes! 

Eating delicious food 
So many brought up Easter dinner, Easter desserts and delicious 
Easter treats. Here are some fun ways my friends and their parents 
turned the food into a lasting memory of the real meaning of Easter. 

I used to make empty tomb cookies with my boys on the Saturday 
night before Easter morning.  You put them in the preheated oven. 
Seal the oven door with tape and turn the oven off.  There are Bible 
verses that go along with the ingredients like vinegar and the verse 
about Jesus being given sour wine on the cross. The next morning 
when the oven is unsealed, we would pull out the "tombs" and 

break them open. They were hollow and empty, like Christ's tomb. 
(Wanna try?  Here's the recipe and readings:   
http://www.yourhomebasedmom.com/resurrection-cookies-easter
-scripture-eggsactivity-day-idea/) 

Easter dinner!!!  Some of the best fellowship is had over food.  And 
I come from a tradition of providing hospitality to another family 
for Easter dinner each year. 

Going to Church 
Okay, so this one seems like a no-brainer.  Of course going to 
church would stick with kids, right?  Quite a few of my friends men-
tioned that, while they did go to church, that wasn't what stuck 
with them, or if it did, it was a negative memory, not a positive one. 
Here's an example: 

Waking up to get the Easter basket wondering what would be in-
side and after church doing an egg hunt.  Sadly I do not remember 
much of the point of the day, just the traditions surrounding the 
bunny. 

So, how can we help it to be positive and more meaningful? 

I think this is the simplest answer of all.  Be excited about it.  Be 
excited about Easter.  Be excited about the opportunity to go to 
church and celebrate the risen Savior.  Our excitement will make 
these memories stand out as what is most meaningful about this 
day!  For those who remembered their Easter church experience 
positively, what made it that way was the excitement shown by 
their parents and others who were in church. 

My Dad was really big on going to the sunrise service and our 
church did it at a park so it was almost always horribly cold.  But I 
remember always being glad we did it, because it was beautiful. 
Then we would go to the big service at church.  I remember every-
one being so excited and so happy for the day. It has definitely al-
ways been a joyous celebratory day. 

Singing "Christ Arose" and "He Lives" are happy memories and those 
songs still make me cry.  Hearing a choir lady sing "He could have 
called ten thousand angels" as Jesus was hanging on the cross always 
made me cry thinking of His sacrifice.  I just teared up writing this. 

The memories that were remembered where the ones that were 
happy, where there was joy and excitement.  And we get to do that! 
We get to share our joy over the resurrection with our children.  We 
get to invite them into a celebration like no other, a joy with no 
compare, an excitement that will last a lifetime. 

So, don't fret about adding something new to 
the celebration.  Just invite the risen Christ and 
all the joy He brings into what you are already 
doing!  Happy Easter friends. 

He is Risen! 
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CHILDREN’S  AND  FAMILY  MINISTRY 
 
Emily Dalen is the Director of Children’s and Family Ministry at St. Paul’s.  Contact Emily at edalen@splcomaha.org or 402-895-3366 

What We Remember about Easter                                     
used with permission from Christina Embree  www.refocusministry.org 
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YOUTH  MINISTRY 
 
Deacon Bogart Nomad is the Director of Youth Ministry at St. Paul’s.  Contact Bogart at bnomad@splcomaha.org or 402-895-3366 

Upcoming Youth Events 

Youth Preach at Mothers Day Services  May 13 and 14 

Our youth will preach and lead 3 worship services on Saturday, 
May 13 and Sunday, May 14. 

Senior Appreciation Weekend 

Saturday, May 20th and Sunday, May 21st with a goodie reception 
between services on Sunday lead by the Juniors.  Merry Jensen will 
be helping with this. 

Car Wash Event Scheduled 

Wednesday, May 24 Car Wash . . . pool party after? 

The Journey! 

This is the High School Mission trip that will be in Omaha June 11-
17.  All ages will be invited to join in with the week of service and 
fun. 

 
We will also be hosting a group from NESODAK Camp in South 
Dakota this week. They will be living in our church basement that 
week. 

2nd Car Wash Fund Raiser 

Wednesday, June 21 with pool party after. 

Camp Week 

June 25-30 AOB at Ranch camp. 

3rd Car Wash 

July 5th with pool party after. 

VBS Week July 10  thru 14  

Possibly a family camp overnight at the end of the week. 

Basketball Tournament April 2  
The Ron Witt Memorial Basketball  Tournament and Play Day 
Extravaganza  is Sunday, April 2nd from 2 pm until 5 pm in the 
Family Life Center and Chapel. 

All ages are invited to play basket-
ball or your favorite board games.  
Bring the family for fun, fellowship, 
snacks and drinks.  Board games 
will be provided, or bring your own.  
The quilters will be tying quilts and 
can use help with this mission pro-
ject.  Prizes will be awarded for the 
3 Point Contest, the Pop A Shot 
game and the Skills Maze.    

Upcoming Classes for all ages . . . 

Alcohol Awareness during Prom Season  Wednesday, April 5th at 
7 pm in the Youth Basement—all ages invited, not just our youth.   

God at the Movies with Pastor Paul meets in the Library and is 
for both adults and our youth. 

Palm Sunday Worship a Youthful Experience  

There will be a Dance of Celebration from our Holy Commotion 
Ministry. The youth of the church will be involved in many other 
aspects of worship as well. 

Passion Walk returns for a second Year 
All ages are invited to walk or even robe up 
for a walk with Jesus and the Disciples thru 
our neighborhood before the Good Friday 
Service on Friday, April 14th. Meet at the 
church doors at 5:15 pm. We will be in-
cluding our new neighbors at the Millard 

Lumberyard District this year. We will end our walk in the Com-
mons of church before the 6:30 service.  

AOB Spring retreat at Jensen’s Lakehouse  
Friday & Saturday, April 28-29 the Affirmation of Baptism class 
folks will be studying the Apostles Creed with Pastor Sarah and 
Bogart during an overnighter.  

Urban Plunge Event April 1st  
 

 

 

 

 

 

This event is for the middle schoolers.  We will leave in a van on 
Saturday, April 1st at 9 am and travel and do work projects all 
over Omaha culminating with church back at St. Paul’s at 5:30 
pm.  Adults are welcome to join us! 
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Serving Opportunities 
Six times each year, on a Saturday morn-
ing, our church reaches out to the poor and 
needy by preparing and serving a meal at 
First Baptist Church, 421 Park Ave., Oma-
ha.  Twice a year, on a Sunday evening, we 
reach out to prisoners and their families 
and prepare a meal at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 6340 N 30th St., Omaha.  We 
need coordinators, cooks, servers, clean-up 
crew, and donations of desserts!   

Please come help us.  Contact Maia 
Young maiayoung@icloud.com  for more 
information and to sign up for any of the 
following dates.  Or use the Signup Genius 
web site. http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/4090445a9ac28a6f49-meals 

First Baptist: Saturday morning:    

4/8; 5/27; 7/22; 9/23; 11/25; 12/09 

Trinity Lutheran: Sunday evenings:   

4/30; 10/29   

COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS                                                Submitted this month by Vicky Marquardt, Council Secretary 

Pastor Paul reported 261 attendees to the 
Mardi Gras event.  For our second attempt 
at this gala, he is very pleased!  Many peo-
ple stepped up to make this a success, and 
we are thankful and blessed.  We came out 
in the black $23,931.93.  (Anyone with 
outstanding receipts, get them in!) 

The “Office Assistant/Communications 
Coordinator” position we had hoped to fill 
with one person is now being divided into 
two positions.  One will be a contract and 
one will be a hired position.  

Unfortunately, our congregational giving is 
still behind.  We are -$6,000 this month.  
St. Paul’s fiscal year currently goes July-
June. Dennis proposes we go to a more 
conventional calendar year, so we can 
match up for everyone’s tax year.  This 
means we will need a “stub-year” (a partial 
year), which will catch us up July 2017 to 

December 2017.  Then, our fiscal year will 
be the more traditional January-December 
timeline.  Council approved this change. 

The Memorial Committee has allocated a 
nice bit of money to provide video en-
hancement of our services.  Some new 
features you should soon see are live-
streamed services, recorded baptisms, rec-
orded and archived Christmas and Easter 
programs, Bible distribution services, etc.  
More information to come! 

The Property Committee has been very 
busy!  The parking lot will be re-striped, 
hopefully by Easter.  Spring clean-up date 
is April 1st, with a rain date of April 8th.  
Loose railings are being tightened, pews 
and chairs are being reinforced, monitors 
have been moved.  For 2017, Bob and Joel 
are looking into options for fixing water 
problems in the new wing.  Thanks to 

Chris, Joel, Andrew, Deb, Bob, and Gary 
for all their hard work!  

Dennis Stieren gave us an update on the 
new ShelbyNext system.  It is now fully 
functional.  Jan is very comfortable and 
liking the new ShelbyNext program, and 
our financial reports are more accessible.  
This new streamlined system opens up 
many options for office organization and 
enhances financial accuracy.  Thanks again 
to the generous donor who picked up the 
tab for this! 

One 9:30 am Sunday service in the summer 
is generally accepted. Midweek services are 
difficult to staff with musicians, video, etc. 
in the summer.  Council voted to let the 
pastoral staff create once-a-month summer 
Wednesday worship experiences, culminat-
ing with the Block Party on August 4th. 

Thanks for all you do!                         Vicky 

This year, beginning in January, we added 
Rockwell Elementary School, in the Mil-
lard School district, to our two classes of 
students at Miller Park Elementary.  We 
have read to over 308 children this year.  
Since the program began in partnership 
with Trinity Lutheran Church in North 
Omaha two years ago, we have read to 
over 800 children and given away almost 
6,000 books!  This Read and Keep program 
encourages reading, and helps children 
establish their own library, which they 
share in reading to their parents and sib-
lings.   

Pastor John Backus, who began this pro-
gram back five years ago, has helped to 
expand it to a total of five other schools. 
Even our own Bishop Mass is a reader at 
Sherman Elementary.  Lutheran’s Read 
now reaches over 2,000 students, grades 
first thru third, in the OPS and Millard 
school districts.   

The reason this wonderful program exists 
is because of the St. Paul’s Endowment 
Fund.  It was through this fund that seed 

money was made available to start each 
new class and school.  Because of the gen-
erous support of congregation members, 
through memorial gifts and “Omaha 
Gives”, Lutheran’s Read has a sustaining 
presence in the two schools we read to.   

My mother, a former English teacher and 
avid reader, use to say “The world gets 
bigger and better when you read”.  Thank 
you to all of you who have helped make 
the world bigger and better for the children 
of Omaha.   

If you are interested in helping, through 

reading and/or donations, contact us at 

the church office at 402-895-3366. 

Lutheran’s Read Program 
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STEWARDSHIP                                           Megan Moslander is Director of Stewardship & Development 

It seems everywhere we look, someone is 
asking for money.  It might be our favorite 
charity, the sad commercials on TV, or just 
some direct mail piece that showed up in 
our mailboxes.  It seems like there are so 
many wonderful nonprofits that pull at 
one’s heartstrings. So why should we give 
to our church?  Why should the church be 
the number one nonprofit in our lives?  
When making your pledge to the church 
do you consider what makes you want to 
give? 

Here are some reasons to consider why St. 
Paul’s is a good place to direct your giving: 

The church is a connection point for 

Christian living. 

We are fed spiritually by our church.  Life 
milestones are celebrated within the walls 
of our church, regardless if they are full of 
sadness or joy.  We provide a space for 
fellowship, children, family and youth min-
istries and a space for small groups.   

Churches help identify those in need. 

St. Paul’s is a wonderful place that does 
outreach in many areas, some that aren’t as 
obvious as other.  Have you been in the 
office when someone came for food out of 
the food pantry?  Are you aware of the 
many times people call asking for help and 
Jan kindly refers them to the local shelter, 
AA home or many of the other vast re-
sources that our city offers?  Or how our 
church silently helps people who are strug-
gling financially?  Of course, the many 
ways to give such as Go Fund Me cam-

paigns or red kettles are all wonderful ways 
to give, but our church is helping many 
people who are struggling with the same 
issues.  St. Paul’s works so hard to ensure 
the money that is given out is going to 
those most in need.  

Your church serves your community. 

Outreach is a key component to St. Paul’s 
ministry.  We pride ourselves on the work 
we do both inside and outside our walls.  
The money and time you give to St. Paul’s 
helps so many other individuals through-
out Omaha, as well as ensuring our church 
is a place that each member can grow in 
their faith journey.  From the angel tree at 
Christmas to the Lutheran’s Read pro-
gram, individuals are being touched by the 
work of St. Paul’s.  They can feel the love 
that He has for them, through our good 
deeds.  

Your family deserves your support. 

Church, like any organization, is a give-
and-take operation.  If you're fed on Sun-
day mornings, pastored through crisis, or 
attend a Wednesday night fellowship din-
ner, you're benefitting from your church, 
and that's a good thing. You're supposed to 
benefit from your church! But those things 
can't happen without financial support. 

That building and the land have to be pur-

chased and maintained. The pastors and 
other staff need to be paid. The light bill 
has to be paid. Cleaning supplies, Bibles, 
chairs, and hymnals must be purchased. 
There's work to do and things to buy. 

If you're part of the family, support the 
family. 

You don’t have to choose. 

Luke 6:38 reminds us to "Give, and it will be 
given to you, good measure, pressed down, shak-
en together, and running over will be put into 
your bosom. For the same measure that you use, 
it will be measured back to you." 

That doesn't mean that we give to get, or 
give just so God will bless us. It means 
living with a generous heart will be reward-
ed so that we can be a blessing to others. 
Supporting your local church will bless not 
only you and your family, but your com-
munity as well. 

Giving outside of St. Paul’s is where you 
get to see your specific ministry dreams 
come true. Giving with wisdom ends up 
blessing more people in more meaningful 
ways. 

It is important to believe that with God's 
help, we can accomplish all of our goals for 
giving, and also experience the joy Christ 
came to give us. 

Parts of this article are taken from: Why Give to the Local Church?  
http://www.christianitytoday.com/pastors/2013/spring/why-give-to-local-church.html  
May 2013 

Our last Midweek Worship for the spring/
summer will be on May 10th and will begin 
again on September 6th.  We have decided 
to change this for a number of reasons. 

First:  Many of the same folks who attend 
the midweek service also come on the 
weekend.  Not that this is bad by any 
means, but it has become tougher to get 
folks to help with the midweek service. 

Second: Erin Rodgers, our Director of 
Worship & Music, will be going on mater-

nity leave in August and September.  The 
months of June and July are some of the 
hardest to get volunteers. 

Third:  Summer kids’ schedules will limit 
the men of the “Amen Grill” to serve up 
meals on Wednesday nights.  This is a big 
draw for many. 

Finally: we are going to use this time to 
have once a month fellowship events.  An 
example would be our much-anticipated 
Block Party on Friday, August 4th. 

The vision of summer midweek worship 

was to give folks who would not be able to 

make it on the weekend to worship, to have 

an opportunity to do so.   This hasn’t 

worked out as well as we’d hoped.  Noth-

ing is set in stone for summer 2018. It is 

our hope that we can reach out to our 

neighbors in the Lumberyard District and 

invite them to worship on either Saturday 

at 5:30 pm or Sunday at 9:30 am.  If you 

have questions, please contact Pastor Paul. 

Summer Worship Changes 2017 

New Member class April 23 and April 30.  Contact the Church office at 402-895-3366 for more information 
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Currently in the theaters, and rated R.  
Yes, I do go to mindless action movies, 
and will admit that I tend to enjoy them.  
I liked the first “John Wick” and 
thought this one would be good as well.  
John Wick 2 features twice the killing 
and violence.  The hero spoke as many 
words as the bad guys he killed.  Re-
mind me not to visit Rome or New 
York, at least according to this film.  
There is redemption, but it sort of leaves 
you hanging. There is a sense of human-
ity that is often overshadowed by the 
lack of humanity, and the violence is 
cringe worthy.   I am not recommending 
this film, and certainly young people 
should not see it. If you decide to go, 
let’s talk about it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently in the theaters, and rated PG.  So 
here is my evaluation of this live action 
version of Disney’s animated film of the 
same name: It was great!  The music was 
better than the original. They added some 
very fine songs. The actors did very well. 
The film, effects and storyline make it an 
excellent movie for the whole family.  The 
theme of the movie is that sin is turning in 
upon yourself, and makes you less than 
human (the Beast), and that only love from 
outside ourselves can heal that brokenness 
and give us new life!!  After you watch this 
movie, we should talk.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently in the theaters, and rated PG.  
It took me about 15 minutes to get into 
this film. Once I got past the talking 
Lego characters, the story moved along 
nicely.  The whole idea is that no one is 
an island, and that we can’t do it all 
alone because it is not healthy—even for 
Batman.  Evil, in its varied and humor-
ous forms, was pretty fun. The anima-
tion, great voices, and inside jokes all 
over the place made it fun for adults as 
well.  I would say the movie is more 
enjoyable when you take a young person 
along.  Hey, it really is a kid’s movie that 
adults can go to and have a good time.  
After you have seen it, tell me what you 
think.   1/2 

April is here and soon winter will be over.  

It is time to think about finding a sunny 

spot and enjoying a great book.  Our library 

has lots of great books for everyone in the 

family.  The library has audio books for 

those long car rides or perhaps just listening 

to a good book while doing something else. 

Hungry for popcorn and a movie?  There 

are many DVD’s waiting to be checked out.  

Please stop by and “Check the library out!!” 

The St. Paul’s Library has a nice selection 

of books for our young readers. 

Theodore Boone (Young Lawyer) by John 

Grisham might just be the one you will not 

be able to put down.  It is a #1 New York 

Times Best Seller.  A perfect murder, a 

faceless witness, a lone courtroom champi-

on knows the whole truth . . . and he’s only 

thirteen years old.  Meet Theodore Boone! 

May B. by Caroline Starr Rose  
Heroes come in all sizes, and this hero is a 
pint-sized girl called May.  May’s incredible 
adventure will grip you right from the be-
ginning.  You will almost hear and feel the 
cold prairie winds whipping through the 
pages. 

Book Club 
St. Paul’s has a book club that meets the 
second week of each month at 10:00 am in 
the library. We read a variety of fun books 
and have a lively discussion over a sweet 
treat and cup of tea. The list of what the 

group has chosen for this year is in the li-
brary. A copy of each book is generally 
available for checkout. Everyone is wel-
come to join us. Come once or every time! 
Bring a friend!    

Our book selections for upcoming months 
are:  

April   
Wild by Cheryl Strayed--Judy Gray 

May   
Isaac’s Storm by Erik Larson--Sally Runge 

June 

My Grandmother Asked Me to Tell You 
She’s Sorry by Fredrik Backman 

July  
 Book Shop on the Corner by Jenny Colgan 

If you have any questions please contact 
Ginger Hansen, Judy Petersen or Sally 
Runge. 

FROM  ST.  PAUL’S  LIBRARY 
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Karen Hansen is the President of St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA .  Contact Karen at karen_hansen409@hotmail.com or 402-616-1178 

Our sports channels are filled with choices these days. Basket ball is gearing up to a fever pitch for the Final Four 
as that season comes to a close. Some of us are watching spring exhibition baseball games and so looking forward 
to the opening of the baseball season!!  Hockey teams are in play offs, and the NFL draft is approaching at the 
end of April.  Confusing?   Then something on another whole note is nature . . . so regulated and predictable.  
Not so much . . . all the trees are budding, and then they are dusted with a late snow.  Figuring on yesterday’s 68 
degree weather, I grab a sweater and find I wish I had brought a winter jacket as the wind chill registers 38.  Con-
fusing?   I could go on, but you know what I mean.  Life can be confusing on many levels.  Isn’t it great we can 
thread through all the tangled messages and signals and thoughts and just remember we don’t have to be frustrat-
ed or stressed or confused.  We can just take a deep breath and quiet our lives with the promise of Psalm71:1 “in 
Thee, O Lord, do I put my trust: let me never be put to confusion.”  No confusion there!!! 

Dates to remember: April 2  —  2nd Annual Ron Witt Basketball Event   

      April 8  —  Metro East Spring Gathering at St. John’s,  Bennington 

      April 11 — Executive Boards Meeting at 2:00 pm 

APRIL  2017 

THE  SECOND  MILE   
On the weekends of April 2, 23, 30, the 
Second Mile offering will be collected.   

The ministry receiving and using the mon-
ey collected on April 2nd is Lutheran 

Family Services of Nebraska (LFS). LFS 
is a not-for-profit, faith-based, human care 
agency supported by the ELCA and the 
Nebraska District LCMS. It impacts over 
43,000 individuals annually in Nebraska 
and Council Bluffs.  The three main areas 
they address are: Behavioral Health of fam-
ilies and individuals through counseling 
and classes; Children Services—specifically 
national and international adoption ser-
vices and searches, foster care, and family 

support services; and Community Ser-
vices—helping immigrants, refugees, asy-
lum seekers, and victims of international 
human trafficking and providing preventa-
tive education about these concerns. Visit-
ing their web site, https://www.lfsneb.org, 
you will learn more about ways to volun-
teer including collecting/donating items for 
young children, supporting a refugee fami-
ly, and several areas for volunteering hours 
of service. 

On April 23, your donations will support 
our own St. Paul’s Children’s and Family 

Ministry in providing and expanding our 

free Vacation Bible School.  It will be held 
in July this year.  See Emily for applica-
tions and she can provide information on 
how you can help! 

On April 30, the 
Hospitality Minis-

try of St. Paul’s will 
be helped by your 
donations.  We 
welcome all per-
sons, young and 

old, to our church.  Donuts, coffee and 
fellowship are provided each Sunday in the 
Commons and at the AMEN Café.  Your 
contributions help assure that necessary 
supplies and food are available for this 
important outreach to our community. 

Registration is now open for  Vacation Bible School     

What’s Your Call?     July 10-13   

Contact Emily or visit www.splcomaha.org/vbsregistration to sign up.  VBS is open for all 3-year-olds that are potty trained 

through 5th graders. 
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ST. PAUL’S EVENTS 
 
Church Council      6:30 p.m.   Mon. 10 
Church Staff Meetings     9:30 a.m.   Tue. 4, 11, 25 
Faith Bible Study      6:30 p.m.   Thur. 20 
Facility Team Meeting     6:30 p.m.   Tue. 4 
Finance Team Meeting    6:30 p.m.   Thur. 6 
Grace Circle       6:30 p.m.  Mon. 24 
Library in the Commons    8:00 a.m.   Sun. 9 
Hope Circle       1:00 p.m.   Thur. 20 
Library Team       9:00 a.m.   Tue. 4, 11, 18, 25 
Love Circle        11:30 a.m.Wed. 19 
Memorial Committee Meeting   2:00 p.m.   Wed. 19 
Mission Quilter’s      9:00 a.m.   Mon. 3, 10, 24 
Monday Night Quilter’s    6:30 p.m.  Mon. 3, 10, 24 
MOPS         9:00 a.m.   Tue. 4, 18 
Wednesday Morning Book Club  10:00 a.m Wed. 12 
 
MEMBER CARE 
 
Cards in the Family Life Center  12:30 p.m.Tue. 11, 25 
Exercise Class       8:15 a.m.  Mon. 3, 10, 24 
          8:15 a.m.  Fri.  7, 14, 21, 28 
Health Ministry Team Meeting   6:30 p.m.   Mon. 3 
Home Communion at Millard Manor   11:00 a.m.Thur. 6 
Tai Chi                9:00 a.m. Tue.  4, 11, 18, 25 
           9:00 a.m. Thur. 6, 13, 20, 27 
 
EDUCATION SCHEDULE 
 
Affirmation of Baptism Class/Worship Class 
          7:00 p.m.  Wed. 26 
Affirmation of Baptism Class/Ethics of Jesus 
          9:30 a.m.   Sun. 23, 30 
Education Hour       9:30 a.m.   Sun. 2, 9, 23, 30 
3:6Teen        7:00 p.m.   Wed. 5, 12, 19, 26 
Spirit         7:00 p.m.   Wed. 5, 12, 19, 26 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study   11:00 a.m. Tue. 4, 11, 18, 25 
Thursday Morning Bible Study  10:00 a.m. Thur. 6, 13, 20, 27 
Thursday Morning Bible Study  6:30 a.m.   Thur. 6, 13, 20, 27 
 
MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Choir for Christ      7:00 p.m. Wed. 5, 12, 19, 26 
Worship Rehearsal     6:00 p.m. Wed. 5, 19, 26 
Worship Team Rehearsal    4:30 p.m.  Sat. 1, 8, 15, 29 
Worship Team Rehearsal    8:00 p.m. Wed. 5, 12, 19, 26 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS & MEETINGS 
 
NBA Ministry Basketball    8:35 p.m.  Thur. 6, 13, 20, 27 
New Member Class     9:30 a.m.  Sun. 23, 30 
St. Paul’s Spring Cleaning Day  8:00 a.m.  Sat. 1 
Ron Witt Memorial Basketball Tournament 
          2:00 p.m.  Sun. 2 
Wed. Evening Meals     5:30 p.m.  Wed.  5, 19, 26 
 
PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 
 
“Church Chat” Deadline    9:00 a.m.  Mon. 3, 10, 17, 24 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
Wednesday Worship Service   6:30 p.m.   Wed. 5, 19, 26 
Saturday Evening Worship Service 5:30 p.m.   Sat. 1, 8, 22, 29 
Sunday Worship Service     8:30 a.m.  Sun. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
          10:45 a.m.Sun. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Nursery        9:15 a.m.   Sun. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
          6:15 p.m.   Wed. 5, 19, 26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information, see the reverse side   

Holy Week Services 
 

  Holy Thursday                               Good Friday 
Noon & 6:30 p.m.                        Noon & 6:30 p.m. 
 
 

Easter Sunday Services 
7:00 a.m.      8:30 a.m.       10:45 a.m. 

With Holy Communion 



April 1—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes-Mia Wolff, Katie McGraw 

Communion-Jim MacDonald, Marie Witthoft 
Greeter-Mike & Wanda Johnson 

Reader-Carolyn Badtke 
Sound-Jayson Swope 

Ushers-Bill Jaquith, Doug Wallace 
Video-Jeanette Swope 

 
 

April 2—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-Olivia Palmer, Jacob Sauer 

Cantor-Patrick Runge 
Communion-Betty Neben, 
Cal & Anna Mae Wamre 

Greeters-Nancy Steil, Gloria Jorgensen 
Hospitality-Sue Kuehl 
Reader-Allen Darell 

Sound-Jim Kuehl 
Ushers-Norm Bensinger, John Kuehl 

Bill Averman 
Video-Jamie Wendt 

 
 

April 2—10:45 a.m. 
Acolytes-Will Woehler, Elise Bruggeman 

Communion-Jane Coen, Judy Gray, 
Bill & Sheryl Koile, Cathy Bourne, 

Caleb Kreun, Toni Flermoen 
Greeters-Doug & Bev Renken 

Alex & Tami Williams 
Hospitality-Joy Marshall 
Reader-Joel Christensen 

Sound-Doug Rothgeb 
Ushers-Scott Custard 

Cory Juma, Dustin Cox 
Video-Jacob Beason 

 
 

April 8—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes-As Assigned 

Communion-As Assigned 
Greeter-Dale & Donna Pickering 

Reader-Bev Steinbaugh 
Sound-As Assigned 

Ushers-Gary Norenberg, Todd Whitham 
Video-Laci Abendroth 

 
 

April 9—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-As Assigned 

Communion-As Assigned 
Greeters-Fran Wii & Donna Lewis 

Hospitality-Nancy Steil 
Reader-Jodi DeSordi 
Sound-Arno Neben 

Ushers-John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger 
Bill Averman 

Video-Ian Bruggeman 
 

April 9—10:45 a.m. 
Acolytes-Meg Williams, Aden Williams 

Communion-As Assigned 
Greeters-Ardis McDonald, Cathy Bourne, 

Phyllis Matthews, Sharla Fitzgerald 
Hospitality-Toni Flermoen 

Reader-Steve Oberdin 
Sound-Jim Nissen 
Ushers-John Keim 

Gary McDonald, Jeff Hohenstein 
Video-Aden Williams 

 
 

April 16—7:00 a.m. 
Acolytes-Will Woehler 

Communion-As Assigned 
Greeters-As Assigned 
Reader-As Assigned 
Sound-Jim Rames 

Ushers-John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger 
Video-Sid Rames 

 
 

April 16—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-Olivia Palmer 

Cantor-Pastor Paul Coen 
Communion-As Assigned 

Greeters-Cal & Anna Mae Wamre 
Hospitality-Marvin & Corinne Wastell 

Reader-As Assigned 
Sound-John Snowdon 

Ushers-John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger 
Bill Averman 

Video-Jacob Beason 
 
 

April 16—10:45 a.m. 
Acolytes-Anna Stieren, Jayden Heilig 

Communion-As Assigned 
Greeters-Craig & Wendy Adelson, 

Stephanie Martin, Donna Lesley 
Hospitality-Ted & Donna Luedke 

Reader-As Assigned 
Sound-Randy Mayer, Jr. 

Ushers-Alex Williams, John Bourne, 
Dustin Cox 

Video-Scott Custard 
 
 

April 22—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes-Ally DeSordi, Katie McGraw 

Greeter-Bev Steinbaugh 
Reader-Marie Witthoft 

Sound-As Assigned 
Ushers-Denny Verdick, Bill Jaquith 

Video-Jayda Hammer 
 
 
 
 

April 23—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-Meg Williams, Aden Williams 

Cantor, Allen Darell 
Greeters-Ina Averman, Denise Winter 

Hospitality-Nancy Steil 
Reader-Karen Hansen 
Sound-Arno Neben 

Ushers-Norm Bensinger, John Kuehl 
Bill Averman 

Video-Tyler Manzer 
 
 

April 23—10:45 a.m. 
Acolytes-Ethan Wilson 

Greeters-Tim & Jennifer Collins, 
Joel & Colleen Christensen 

Hospitality-Phil & Barb Hough 
Reader-Donna Luedke 

Sound-Jim Nissen 
Ushers-Jay Schroeder, John Keim, 

Ted Luedke, Gary McDonald 
Video-Aaron Kreun 

 
 

April 29—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes-Katie McGraw 
Greeter-Judy Petersen 

Reader-Sid Rames 
Sound-Jayson Swope 

Ushers-Denny Verdick, Gary Norenberg 
Video-Hunter Manzer 

 
 

April 30—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-Alex Karloff 
Cantor, Erin Rodgers 

Greeters-Karen Hansen, Harold Cowan 
Hospitality-Mary Holland 

Reader-Patrick Runge 
Sound-John Snowdon 

Ushers-Norm Bensinger, John Kuehl 
Bill Averman 

Video-Lia Miller 
 
 

April 30—10:45 a.m. 
Acolytes-Will Woehler, Ethan Wilson 

Greeters-2nd Grade S. S. Class 
Hospitality-John & Sue Reno 

Reader-Barb Hough 
Sound-Bryan Kreun 

Ushers-Jeff Hohenstein, Dustin Cox 
Cory Juma, Gary McDonald 

Video-Melany Smith 

Worship Servants for April, 2017 

If you are unable to serve on the date you are scheduled, please find your substitute and then  
notify the church office at 402-895-3366. 


