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PASTOR’S  LOGOS  (WORD) 
The world needs God’s people, more than 
ever before.   People who believe in a car-
ing, loving and compassionate God.  Peo-
ple who are willing to take the risk to love 
God first and others as much as ourselves.  
People who are willing to live their lives in 
a manner that models God’s love in pro-
found and radical ways.  We need people 
who have a vision of a God of inclusion 
versus exclusion. 

In a world of fear, faith is a very powerful 
tool in dealing with hatred, violence, greed, 
and injustice.  Faith is complemented by 
love . . . another very effective instrument 
in conquering fear and all its accompany-
ing evil partners. Truth is also a resource in 
defeating lies, deceptions and false gospels.  
All three of these items, these gifts, these 
tools, can be found in the church’s toolbox.  
We are the ones called to use them! 

The people of this faith community called 
St. Paul’s have all the necessary tools to be 

a positive witness of God’s love for the 
world.  Nothing should be holding us 
back . . . but there is.  The reason to what is 
holding us back, is fear.  This fear is a fac-
tor in the lack of giving and participation. 
This fear is causing folks to question the 
direction and purpose of this church.  This 
fear is warping our perception of what is 
important and what is not. 

In other words, we are no different than 
the world we live in.  However, because of 
what we know, who we follow, and the 
promise we have, our actions should, you 
would think, reflect that.   Yet sin and fear 
compromise our actions and we hunker 
down, lay low, and turn in upon ourselves. 

The people of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
have a great faith, many gifts and remarka-
ble love.  As God’s holy people, followers 
of Christ, Christians of the Lutheran tradi-
tion, we have this power and the oppor-
tunity to change lives, create hope, share 

love, and make a difference in the world.   
So let’s make this happen.   

Like I said, the world needs God’s peo-
ple . . . that’s us.  God does not limit us. 
The world thinks it can limit us, but we 
only limit ourselves.  What we know to be 
true, the world is less certain of. What we 
know love to be, the world has many vari-
ants (but not very good ones). What we 
trust in will not disappoint us . . . we can-
not say that about the world.  God calls us 
to be God’s people, to be the proclaimers 
of the Good News in word and deed.  God 
sets us free from the things that bind us 
from living fully and freely.   

God has an important role for this congre-
gation in Omaha, in Nebraska, and in the 
world.  How wonderful it is that we are 
included in that mission. How amazing it 
is that God chooses us to be God’s servant! 
How do we say thank you?  I think we all 
know.  Take care and God’s Peace! 

Pastor Paul 

Expanding our Reach 

We are now live streaming our services on 
YouTube and Facebook. Follow the link 
below to see our most recently recorded vid-
eo.  Follow us on Facebook for future live 
streaming notifications.            

http://bit.ly/SPLCOmaha-youtube   
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PASTOR  SARAH’S  CORNER 

Meal: God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 St. Paul’s Community Block Party 

Perhaps we have reached the most signifi-
cant part of our time in worship—the meal, 
Holy Communion, the Eucharist, the 
Great Thanksgiving. God’s meal is a sacra-
ment—a gift for God’s people that comes 
with a promise, contains an earthly ele-
ment, and is sealed with a promise from 
God. We trust that by participating in the 
sacrament, we will receive the promise of 
God, not because of what we are doing, 
but because of who God is.  

Before we get too far into this discussion 
though, let’s also not forget that the first 
part of our “Meal” in worship is the giving 
and receiving of offerings. We intentionally 
take time to give back to God what God 
has already given us (which many of you 
know as “ourselves, our time, our posses-
sions). It’s true that in our contemporary 
society, “offering” has become simultane-
ous with “money,” but this tradition is 
rooted much deeper. First crops and the 
first born of animal herds were brought 
before an altar of God; people would come 
forward to offer their talents—all for the 

ministry that their place of worship needed.  

Offering can be a joyful time, which you 
know . . . particularly if you’ve experienced 
our “noisy offering.” The open hands of 
little ones, as we dig for our change, the 
pitter-patter-splatter of little (and not so 
little) feet running to give what is theirs, if 
only for a brief moment, back to God. Im-
agine that joy as you offer your financial 
resources, or pray for ways to offer your 
time and talents back to God to be used for 
the ministry we do here at St. Paul’s.  

I like to think about offering as the gift 
brought before a fancy dinner we’ve been 
invited to. Think about how often you 
attend a dinner party, or a holiday with 
family, and you bring the best dessert you 
can make, or your favorite wine—not be-
cause you have to, but because giving back 
before you’ve received so much from the 
host is good to do. Our offering before 
communion isn’t too different!  

As you hear us say every time we come to 
God’s table: “Communion is God’s gift to 

us—to all of us—and therefore, all are wel-
come to come forward and receive the 
body and blood of Jesus Christ.” We al-
ways use Jesus’ own words to proclaim the 
command and promise found in this meal. 
The command to DO this very thing in 
remembrance of Jesus’ life, death and res-
urrection, and the promise that in the body 
and blood, we receive God’s forgiveness 
AND are nourished to go out from our 
place of worship and be God’s love in the 
world. In modern words: “we are who 
(what) we eat.”  

In some churches, this sacrament is cele-
brated every time the community gathers. 
In other churches, the sacrament is cele-
brated a bit less often—either because of 
time restraints on worship, or because tra-
dition dictates. Do you feel worship to be 
different when we celebrate the meal vs. 
when we do not? I’d love feedback on this! 

See you in church,  

Pastor Sarah  

WORSHIP 
Erin Rodgers is the Director of Worship and Music at St. Paul’s.  Contact Erin at erodgers@splcomaha.org or 402-895-3366 

Do you enjoy music?  Are you looking for ways to get involved at St. Paul’s? Consider dusting off that old drum set or microphone and be-
coming part of the Worship Team!  This is a fun, diverse group of people who work together to help lead worship on both Saturdays and 
Sundays, and we are always looking for both vocalists and instrumentalists. With my maternity leave quickly approaching, I’d love to have 
some new faces step up and help cover the bases while I’m gone! If you are interested, or have questions about how Worship Team works, 
please contact Erin at erodgers@splcomaha.org.  

This is our third year and we are looking forward to an even bigger 
turnout than last year.  Friday night, August 4th, from 6 pm to 9 pm 
is the time. The parking lot and street in front of the church is the 
location. There will be food, games, bounce houses, the Ga-Ga 
Pit, games for the little ones, music, food trucks, beer and non-
alcoholic beverages, booths with information from our neighbor-
ing businesses and musical groups . . . and did I mention food? You 
get the point, we will be having a party for the neighborhood.  Put 
this on your calendar and we hope to see you there!  
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Holy Land Trip 

In March, 2018 Emily and her husband, 
Scott, will lead a trip to the Holy Land. The 
dates for the trip are March 9-19. Holy 
Land Travel is organizing the details which 
will include visits to Mt. Carmel, Cana, 
Nazareth, Galilee, the Dead Sea, Bethle-
hem, and Jerusalem. A brochure is availa-
ble for those interested. Awad, from Holy 

Land Travel, and Pastor Paul will lead an 
informational session following worship on 
July 16. Please talk with Emily or Pastor 
Paul if you’d like more information. 

 

VBS Calling . . .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to register for this incredible 
week of VBS! All potty-trained 3-year-olds 
through 5th grade are invited to attend VBS 
from 6-8:30 pm July 10-13! Please note 

that VBS will start on Monday this year. 
Dinner will be served for all from 5-6 pm. 
A free will offering will be taken. All Kin-

dergarten through 5th grade students 

should plan to bring a palm-sized rock on 

Day 1. Register at www.splcomaha.org/
vbsregistration Volunteers are still being 
accepted and training will be held at 10:30 
am on Sunday, July 9. 

 

Looking for Fall Teachers 
Are you willing to spend time with our 
youngest members and help them to grow 
in faith? We’re looking for people that 
would be willing to teach the following 
classes this Fall: 

Cross and Heart Kids-Wednesdays 
Preschool (ages 3, 4, and 5) 
1st Grade 
Games Leaders 

Sunday School 

2-year-olds (There is a new vision for this 
age group of possibly doing kids and par-
ents class) 

2nd Grade 
4th Grade 
5th Grade 

We’re happy to arrange team-teaching as 
needed. Training will be held before Fall 
programming starts. 

CHILDREN’S  AND  FAMILY  MINISTRY  
Emily Dalen is the Director of Children’s and Family Ministry at St. Paul’s.  Contact Emily at edalen@splcomaha.org or 402-895-3366 

Summer Connection 

July 2 

A  Prayer for Travel and Leaders 

Dear Lord, 
We pray for the safety of those who are 
traveling. May they relax and remember to 
look at all the beauty you have placed in 
this world. 

We also pray for the leaders of this coun-
try. Please guide their decision making and 
help them to look to you for guidance. 
Amen. 
 

July 9                          

A Meal Time Prayer 

Thank you dear Heavenly Father for the 
meal that is set before us/me. Thanks for 
those that took the time to prepare it and 
for the fellowship during our meal! In 

Jesus’ name we thank you again.  Amen. 
 

July 16                     

A Prayer for Direction 

1 Peter 2:21 “For you have been called for this 
purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leav-
ing you an example for you to follow in His 
steps.” 
Give me the strength and the courage to 
live my life in a way that would make you 
proud. Give me the courage, strength, and 
humility to live this day to the glory of 
your name. Amen. 

July 23                       

Heads or Tails Prayer 

Flip a coin. 
Heads = Say a prayer of thanks. 
Tails = Say a “please” prayer. 

July 30                                 

Smarties Prayer 

Green = Pray for your family 

Orange = Pray for someone who is sick 

White = Pray for leaders 

Pink = Tell God thank you for something 
in your life 

Yellow = Pray for those who keep us safe 

Purple = Pray for someone who might 
need help today 

If you didn’t pick up a Summer Con-
nection bag yet (which contains  
#Jesusonthego, Flat Jesus and vari-
ous other items), contact Emily at  

edalen@splcomaha.org 
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A Heart’s Journey 

by Graycen Boetgger 
 

For our mission trip this year we went on 
The Heart’s Journey, which was in our 
hometown of Omaha.  Doing mission 
work locally was a unique and educational 
experience. We learned a lot about Oma-
ha’s history . . . with the difficulties of ra-
cial discrimination and segregation. And 
we discussed how to build bridges and 
relationships to break down the issues with 
race.  

The mission work we did included helping 
repaint a fellow Lutheran church that was 
in north Omaha. This Lutheran church is 
extremely important because they are 
among the only African American Luther-

an churches in the synod. We also helped 
tame their garden.  We spent time cleaning 
the church we stayed at for the week and 

cleaning a house that is used as a place for 
people with autism to live.  And I think my 
top favorite for the week was singing to the 
people with dementia at a day place for 
elders.   

Outside of mission work, we did some 
activities that helped us learn and grow. 
We watched movies that gave us a closer 
look on the issues of segregation and dis-
crimination as well as the problems with 
immigration.  We discussed how we could 
work to build bridges and continue break-
ing down Omaha’s racial problems. We 
did a refugee simulation.  The refugee sim-
ulation was a hands on taste of what refu-
gees go through on their journeys 
here.  They have to go away from their 

homes that are no longer safe and to a new 
safe home in a new country. The process is 
difficult and painful. We spent time listen-
ing to the stories of real refugees that made 
it here to Nebraska. Their stories made an 
impact on each one of our outlooks on 
immigration.   

There are a lot more activities that we did 
and we listened to many powerful sermons 
but overall, these experiences were eye 
opening and we learned a lot about our city 
and our world.  We want to continue to 
build bridges and make relationships in 
Omaha and all around the world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH  MINISTRY 
Deacon Bogart Nomad is the Director of Youth Ministry at St. Paul’s.  Contact Bogart at bnomad@splcomaha.org or 402-895-3366 

Graycen  will be a Senior at  
Westside High School.   

St. Pauls’ “A Heart’s Journey” mission trip was held June 11-16 in Omaha. 
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A Heart’s Journey 

by Jacey Hammer 

Throughout my life I have encountered 
many moments that made me think about 
the type of person I am. There has been 
uncountable moments where I have doubt-

ed who I was due to my lack of knowledge 
of faith and love. As stated in Ezekiel 
36:26, “A new heart I will give you, and a new 
spirit I will put within you: and I will remove 
from your body the heart of stone and give you a 
heart of flesh”.  I now know that all it takes 
is a little faith and the right attitude to 
transform your heart into something much 
greater. God is good. 

The 2017 mission trip was in Omaha, Ne-
braska. Many did not enjoy this idea, 
which was shown in the low attendance. I 
was thrilled that I was able to help others 
in our community. I was not aware of how 
easy it was to get involved in our own 

backyards. Our youth volunteered doing 
yard work and painting the walls at Fonta-
nelle Community Church in North Oma-
ha. My personal favorite work sites had to 
be making crafts with the elderly who were 
staying at Immanuel and cleaning a house 
at Mosaic. What hit me the most was see-
ing all of the faces we helped, and knowing 
that what we did for them was more than 
what they expected. God is good. 

My overall favorite part of the trip was 
meeting Apostle Vanessa Ward once 
again. I met her when I was a small child, 
but I never had the opportunity to under-
stand how big of an inspiration she is to 
others. She is a strong woman with a truly 
amazing story. Her neighborhood was 
once called “Death Valley,” and it was 
home to many crimes and drug exchanges. 
All it took was Apostle Vanessa’s effort to 
say “Hello!” and clean up trash off of the 

streets. One person’s effort can do unimagi-
nable tasks as long as they’re committed. 
God is good. 

Any person’s heart can be transformed. All 
it takes is a little faith. Mission trips are a 
great place for a teenager to achieve an 
unexplainable relationship with God. 
There were moments when I was on the 
trip that I could feel His presence. His love 
is given to all and accepted by those who 
truly believe. If you ever have the privilege 
to go on a mission trip, you will never re-
gret taking that chance. God is good . . . all 
the time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH  MINISTRY CONTINUED  

Jacey will be a Junior at  
Gretna High School.   
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I am excited about the future here at St. Paul’s and concerned as 
well.  Excited about our new neighbors in the Lumberyard District.  
Excited about the vision and plans for the rest of this summer and 
fall.  Excited about the new faces and new opportunities to share 
the Gospel of Jesus in word and deed.  Excited about the love and 
care of St. Paul’s members for one another and the community we 
live in. 

I am concerned that more folks are not stepping up to help in mak-
ing the programs, ministries and mission happen.  I am concerned 
that we struggle so much with members not sharing their financial 
gifts to power the mission.  I am concerned that if we do not in-
crease the variety and numbers of volunteers and increase our fi-
nancial giving, we will not be able to continue to move forward. 

We have good things happening through the people of God at St. 
Paul’s.   We have a staff that makes it possible to reach out beyond 
our walls, sharing the transforming power of the Gospel.  We have 
exciting worships that gather together both members and non-
members alike in celebration of God’s love for us in Christ.  We 
have been given gifts by God to share with the world, lifting up 
generations of people with Grace and compassion. 

But fear of the future, fear of the different, strange or new, fear of 
criticism and fear of failure are haunting our thoughts and dreams, 
preventing us from being who God wants this congregation to be.  
The ministry and mission of the church does not happen in a vacu-
um. Skilled, committed and caring people are the gifts of the Spirit 
that make them possible. 

After being your pastor for almost 5 years now, I have seen many 

changes; we are a more positive church, however, we are starting to 
lose some of that joy.  We are a younger church . . . with many new 
families participating in the programs and ministries of the church . 
. . yet financial priorities keep many from supporting the ministries 
they are a part of.  We have regained the respect of the Synod and 
our sister churches and pastors across the metro and Synod, but we 
are in danger of losing that respect, if we cannot pay the bills, hav-
ing to cut staff and programs.   

The sky is not falling, yet.  But the storm clouds of financial warn-
ing are clearly on the horizon.  If we do not better support the min-
istries of St. Paul’s, we are not going to have them at the level we 
need or expect . . . or maybe not at all.  Stewardship is not a dirty 
word . . . it is about giving to, not taking away from.  I like to say 
that God will provide. I am thinking that maybe God already has 
provided and it is our responsibility to share those things God has 
given. 

We cannot act in fear of loss, but rather in joy, a joy of a communi-
ty of faith that is filled with hope, compassion, mercy, wisdom and 
a deep sense of Spiritual identity.  Fear limits us, fear brings on 
anxiety, dissention, anger and hopelessness.  Joy fills us, it is about 
hope beyond hope, love undeserved, forgiveness freely given and a 
victory already achieved. 

Things must change and will change in order for us to live out the 
mission that Jesus has given to St. Paul’s.  I am excited, I am con-
cerned and I am confident that God will continue to direct us, sup-
port us, forgive us and love us no matter what the future may bring.   
Amen!   

Final Car Wash For  

National Youth Gathering 

 
July 19th  from 3-6 pm behind the church. 

 

3:6Teen Summer Hours: 

5:30 to 6:30  

 

Spirit Summer Hours: 

6:30 to 8:30 

 

July Youth Events 

Semi-annual Meeting Report to the Congregation on June 25, 2017 

by Pastor Paul Coen 

Men of Honor Bible Study  “Journey of Faith”  

Thursday July 6th 

 
We will meet in the library at 6:30 pm for a 
study on how we share Christ as we travel 
on this “Journey of Faith”.  Come and be a 
part of a men’s group that is open to all men 
and share how we can follow Christ wher-
ever we are and wherever we go.   Hope to 
see you there! 



IN MEMORIAM 

 

The June meeting was opened with a devo-
tional about the “triple threat”.  In basket-
ball, this technique is used to keep the de-
fender off-balance.  But as followers of 
Christ, we need to use the triple threat to 
keep Satan on his heels.  The Apostle Paul 
told the Thessalonians about this triple 
threat: “Rejoice at all times. Pray without ceas-
ing. Give thanks in every circumstance, for this 
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1Thessa-
lonians 5:16-18  We should all aspire to BE 

JOYFUL, PRAY ALWAYS, and GIVE 

THANKS, every day of our lives! 

Pastor Paul reported that summer usually 
brings plenty of visitors to our church.  
Please help them feel welcome!  He also 
reports that “Jesus on the Go” has been 
quite a joy, and a lot of fun!  We need to 
remember that Christ accompanies us al-
ways, and that we should share His great 
message with others.  One final note re-
garding Pastor Paul—the council voted to 
allow Pastor Paul to serve on the board of 
directors for the Nebraska Lutheran Cam-
pus Ministries.   

On a serious note, summertime offerings 
generally fall below the average, and the 
start of this summer is no different.  Dennis 
Stieren reported that we’ve had to draw 

from reserve funds to pay bills this month.  
This is obviously not good news, and fur-
ther highlights the need for a Stewardship 
committee.  The council is in the process of 
inviting candidates for the committee, and 
our goal is to have the new team formed by 
the congregational meeting on June 25th.  
Cory Juma and Rob Sauer have volun-
teered to join the finance committee, and 
they’re both welcome additions.  St. Paul’s 
has so many positive projects right, that we 
just can’t afford to fail!   

Megan Moslander reports that the Faith in 
Action committee is back in business with 
a small, but enthusiastic group!  She re-
minds us that Refugee Sunday will also be 
on June 25th and we should bring soccer 
balls that will be shared with area youth.  

Crystal and Jeff Henrichsen attended the 
Nebraska Synod assembly and had a won-
derful time. They attended several breakout 
sessions (faith/sexism/justice, stewardship, 
open-mindedness, root problems, stereo-
types, and economics) and shared good 
conversation with many other Nebraska 
Lutherans.  All congregations were asked 
to pray for some specific entities, and our 
charge is to discuss and pray for Table 

Grace Café and Augustana Lutheran 
Church of Omaha. 

Mission and Vision committee reminds 
everyone that St. Paul’s Block Party is 
scheduled for Friday, August 4 from 6:00-
9:00 pm, which is less than 2 months away!  
It will be bigger and better than ever, as we 
are expecting to double the attendance.  
Our goal (besides having fun!) is pure out-
reach as we want folks to come and meet 
St. Paul’s!  Please come and invite others 
for a night of fun! 

Finally, the council discussed a “refugee 
partnership” with St. Thomas Church.  
Their congregation is hosting a refugee 
family, and they were seeking a partner 
who could simply share in transportation 
duties with this family for one year.  This 
family is from Afghanistan, and the father 
served as an interpreter/translator for the 
US Marine Corps for 3 years.  The council 
voted to accept this opportunity to work 
with St. Thomas.  There will be more de-
tails to come, but this is surely a small task 
that St. Paul’s can handle, especially when 
shared among our entire congregation. 

BE JOYFUL, PRAY ALWAYS, and GIVE 

THANKS!!! 

COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS                                                    Submitted this month by Scott Custard, Council Member 
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Terry J. Jaros 
December 12, 1944—June 21,2017. Terry spent much of his adult 
life as a member of St. Paul’s before moving to Tennessee a num-
ber of years ago. He had returned to Omaha for the last month to 
be nearer to his daughter, Jamie Querry, for medical treatment.  
He was preceded in death by his wife, Sandra Jaros; parents, He-
lene and Jerry Jaros. Terry is survived by his children, Troy (Ann) 
Jaros, Terri (Chris) Goins, Jamie (Jason) Querry; grandchildren, 
Jack, Kate, Zoe, Levi, Madison, Taylor and Kennedy; sister, Sha-
ron Fleming; loved by many nieces, nephews and friends.  A Cel-
ebration of Life was held on Tuesday, June 27th at St. Paul’s Lu-
theran Church.  In lieu of flowers, memorials are suggested to 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. 

 
June 17, 2017 

Piper Anne Stark  

daughter of Richard Stark Jr. & Cassandra Stark 

June 17, 2017 
Richard Stark Jr. 

 

Dennis Karloff  
to  

 Jacqueline Jacobsen  

June 10, 2017 
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St. Paul’s is a member of the Faithful 
Builders Coalition for Habitat for Humani-
ty.  We will be participating for our 24th 
year, along with a group of Omaha church-
es, that will donate money, materials, and 
the labor necessary to build “a simple, de-
cent, house.” (Other in kind donations 
from businesses in the construction trade 
are welcome to complete the project as 
well.) 

Donation Acknowledgement 

Funds will need to be raised by our coali-
tion of eleven churches to complete the 
project.  The new Habitat ReStore at 10930 
Emmett Street (108th and Maple) has been 
in operation since July of 2012.  Donations 
of building materials can be made at this 
location and at the old location at 1003 S. 
24th Street.   Some of the proceeds from 

sales at the Habitat ReStore have been 
applied to the finances of houses since 
2010.  

This Year’s House is located at 2016 
North 63rd Street (½ block north of 
Blondo). 

We will begin building this year’s “Faithful 
Builders” Habitat home beginning on Sat-
urday, July 29th. The completion date is 
set for October 28th.  For the project to 
succeed, the following resources are re-
quired: 

 Financial Support  
PLEASE USE YOUR REGULAR GIV-
ING ENVELOPE AND DESIGNATE 
SOME DOLLARS IN THE “OTHER” 
GIVING CATEGORY . . . MAKE THE 
CHECK PAYABLE TO ST. PAUL’S 

AND WRITE “for Habitat” in the 
memo and on your giving envelope.  

 Volunteers to work 6-hour shifts. Job 
duties include framing, decking, interi-
or wall framing, window setting, dry-
wall installation, painting, trim car-
pentry, and general clean up.  Profes-
sionals will do electrical, plumbing, 
roofing, and drywall finishing.  

 Volunteers to provide food and wa-

ter for a morning break and lunch.  
St. Paul’s is the food day host on Sat-
urday August 12th. 

 Prayers for safety and for our success 
with this project.  

How To Volunteer 

Volunteer worksheets and registration in-
structions will be available in the commons 
area.  Online registration is expected at: 
www.habitatomaha.org Reservation code: 
fb  For those that would provide food for 
St. Paul’s food day of August 12th, please e
-mail jbjohnsonband@hotmail.com  or call 
Jerry’s cell at 402-850-0027 and leave a 
message.   Don’t be afraid to sign up for 
something that you have not tried before.  
All skill levels are needed on all workdays.  
(Minimum age for workers is 16 with pa-
rental permission). 

Cash or check donations, marked “Habitat 
for Humanity,” may be sent to St. Paul’s.   

Thank you for your time, money, food and 
prayers! 

St. Paul’s Participates for 24th Year In Habitat Program 

Facilities Team Looking for Members 

Do you have an interest to get involved and learn more about St 
Paul’s?  If so, the Facilities Team is looking for additional members 
to be a part of our team.  It is our responsibility to take care of St 
Paul’s Lutheran Church and the associated grounds. If you can 
imagine the things that you have to take care of in your own home . 
. . then you can imagine what our job is. We take care of the things 
that involve the building and grounds at St Paul’s.  We have a 
budget, we meet once a month to discuss and address issues and 
concerns about the facilities and make recommendations to the 
Finance Committee and Church Council. Our monthly meeting is 
on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 PM.  If you would like 
more information and would like to visit with me about becoming a 
part of the Facilities Team—you can give me a call, send me a text, 
send me an email or talk to me in person.  We welcome women, 
young adults, and men to become part of our team.  Thank you for 
your interest. 

Gary McDonald, Facilities Team Leader, can be reached at 402-415-9781 
or garymcdonald@cox.net. 
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“A United Kingdom” is rated PG-13 and 
is out on DVD and Blue-Ray.  This film, 
based on a true story, gives us a white 
British woman who falls in love with a 
black African man . . . who just happens 
to be a prince in his own country.  Their 
courtship, marriage and their leadership 
role in Africa are opposed at every step, 
yet their love and commitment make a 
huge difference.  After you watch this film 
we should talk.  

 

 

 

“Wonder Woman” is rated PG-13 and 
currently in theaters. This is a very good 
film and gives the female superhero a very 
positive image in the pantheon of super 
heroes.  I really found this film to follow 
the comic book accurately, if not a big 
campy.  Having the lead played by an 
Israeli woman kicking around German 
soldiers was very ironic.  The acting, 
theme and manner in which this film was 
done gives girls a superhero that could un-
apologetically celebrate and give boys a 
respect for a smart, strong and attractive 
woman.  After you watch this movie, we 
should chat.  

“The Shack” is rated PG-13 and is availa-
ble on DVD and Blue-Ray.  This film was 
one I really tried to avoid . . . not a big fan 
of the loss of a little girl and how that rips 
a father’s heart apart.  I will admit that 
there is redemption, insight and powerful 
images of God, God’s love and heaven.  
This was a beautiful, yet painful, movie to 
watch.  I recommend that you watch with 
folks close to you . . .  it helps.  After you 
watch the film, we can talk about it.   

1/2 

Are you looking for some good summer 
reading?  How about taking a break from 
the heat and heading inside to pop some 
popcorn and watch a new video?  We have 
added the new novel by John Grisham to 
our library collection as well as new chil-
dren’s videos. 

Camino Island by John 
Grisham involves a gang 
of thieves that stage a 
daring heist from a se-
cure vault deep below 
Princeton University’s 
Firestone Library.  Their 
loot is priceless, but 
Princeton has insured it for twenty-five 
million dollars. 

Bruce Cable owns a popular bookstore in 
the sleepy resort town of Santa Rosa on 
Camino Island in Florida.  He makes his 
real money, though, as a prominent dealer 
in rare books.  Very few people know that 

he occasionally dabbles in the black market 
of stolen books and manuscripts.   

 Mercer Mann is a young novelist with a 
severe case of writer’s block who has re-
cently been laid off from her teaching posi-
tion.  A generous offer of money by a mys-
terious woman convinces Mercer to go 
undercover and infiltrate Bruce Cables’s 
circle of literary friends . . . ideally getting 
close enough to him to learn his secrets.    

Check out these new children’s videos! 

Daniel Goes to School 

Octonauts Deep Sea Mission 

PAW Patrol 

Thomas & Friends in Blue 
Mountain 
Mystery 

Thomas & Friends in Misty 
Island Rescue 

Mickey Mouse Club House 
SuperAdventure 

Mickey Mouse Club House Mickey and 
Donald Have a Farm 

Veggie Tales The Penniless 
Princess 

 

Have a fun time watching 
our new videos!   

 

 

St. Paul’s Second Wednesday Book Club 

The July selection is Book Shop on the 
Corner by Jenny Colgan. 

Come join us for an hour at 10:00 the sec-
ond Wednesday of every month for some 
tea, coffee, a treat and delightful sharing 
even if you have not read the book selec-
tion for the month!  Everyone is welcome 
and invited.   

If you have any questions please contact 
Ginger Hansen, Judy Petersen or Sally 
Runge. 

FROM  ST.  PAUL’S  LIBRARY 



13271 Millard Avenue 
Omaha, NE  68137 

402-895-3366 
www.splcomaha.org 

THE  SECOND  MILE   
Do you love to read? Want to share that 

love? 

Receiving a book is acquiring a treasure for 
children!  It helps them master vocabulary 
while escaping into a story.  It develops 
imagination and creativity.  It can provide 
knowledge.  On July 9, everyone in our 
congregation will have the opportunity to 
contribute to these treasures when the Sec-
ond Mile Offering goes towards the St. 

Paul’s Lutherans Read Program.  Each 
month, readers from St. Paul’s go to Mil-
lard Public School’s Rockwell Elementary 
School and OPS’ Miller Park Elementary 
School and read to classrooms of children.  

What is special about the program is that 
every child in each classroom receives a 
copy of that month’s book to take home to 
start or build their library.  The children 
will love you for your generosity.  Talk to 
Jane Coen to learn more about the pro-
gram and how you could become a reader. 

Habitat for Humanity will be the ministry 
focus for the July 23rd Second Mile Offer-
ing.  Our congregation makes a monetary 
contribution to this program as well as 
putting in untold hours of work.  We pro-
vide a meal for the workers one Saturday 
during this major project.  The family this 
year is from Sudan and has six members.  

The family is required to put in many 
hours of “sweat equity” and then will re-
ceive a house with a mortgage that they 
will be obligated to pay.  You can help 
monetarily on that Sunday to offset costs 
and also help by signing up to work on St. 
Paul’s building team.  The Mission Quilt-
ers will be contributing quilts for the family 
members as well.  Please be part of this 
outreach ministry by contributing and par-
ticipating in our build! 

LOOKING FORWARD: 
August ministries will be WELCA school 
kits and Table Grace Ministry. 

“What’s a border?” I asked my third graders, looking for them to tell me it’s a line between states. One boy spoke up, “it’s the place where 
they check your papers.” Another time I asked, has anyone been to a desert?”  “We walked a long ways in the desert when I was little,” 
came an answer.  There are many other stories.  Like the little girl from Bangladesh whose parents were both doctors at the Med Center.  
The week of September 11, 2001, we had to have a class discussion immediately about how her Muslim family did not agree with the evil 
people who had attacked the US.  There was the little boy from the Sudan who had come through the camps in Egypt.  He and I had a quiet 
session on how to eat with a knife and fork, so he would be at ease with the other kids in the cafeteria.  His family was Christian and literally 
fled from Sudan. One day he proudly showed me his new Bible from the church that had welcomed the family. A little guy from Burma had 
seen terrible things before his family escaped to Thailand.  I had tried and tried to set up a conference with a father from Sudan, but couldn’t 
reach him by phone.  He had been busy doing sweat equity on the family’s Habitat for Humanity home.  So many little refugees, so many 
stories, so many hopes and plans for brighter, safer futures in the United States of America.  They were hoping to be doctors, teachers, po-
licemen , firefighters.  Most were serious students, but even they had their moments. After all, they were just kids . . . eight year olds. But 
they and their families had come from all directions, and the ones I knew ended up in Omaha, Nebraska.  The point being, now they had 
hope, now they were free. I taught them to sing “America the Beautiful” and “God Bless America”.  I learned from them to cherish my own 
freedom. We need to be thankful for our freedom all year long, but we are especially mindful as we celebrate the Fourth of July. I will al-
ways hear in a special corner of my memory the accents of my own little United Nations singing with all their hearts and meaning every 
word.  Let us join in their prayer and may “God Bless America”!!!                                  

  Dates to Remember :      

July 13-16 . . . Triennial Convention in Minneapolis 

September  28-30—13th Biennial Convention of the Nebraska Synodical Women’s Organization At 
CAMP CAROL JOY HOLLING  in Ashland! 

See Karen or Sid’s bulletin board for further info. Registration deadline is September 18 (I am 
excited . . . it’s so close by!!)                                                                             

WOMEN  OF  THE  ELCA                                        

Karen Hansen is the President of St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA .   Contact Karen at karen_hansen409@hotmail.com or 402-616-1178 
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ST. PAUL’S EVENTS 
Church Council      6:30 p.m.   Mon. 10 
Church Staff Meetings     9:30 a.m.   Tue. 11, 18, 25 
Faith Bible Study      6:30 p.m.   Thur. 20 
Finance Team Meeting    6:30 p.m.   Thur. 6 
Grace Circle       6:30 p.m.  Mon. 24 
Library in the Commons    8:00 a.m.   Sun. 9 
Hope Circle       1:00 p.m.   Thur. 20 
Library Team       9:00 a.m.   Tue. 11, 25 
Love Circle        11:30 a.m.Wed. 19 
Mission Quilter’s      9:00 a.m.   Mon. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Monday Night Quilter’s    6:30 p.m.  Mon. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Tech Committee Meeting    5:30 p.m.  Wed. 19 
VBS Training                   10:30 a.m. Sun..   7 
Wednesday Morning Book Club  10:00 a.m Wed. 12 
 
 
MEMBER CARE 
Cards in the Family Life Center  12:30 p.m.Tue. 11, 25 
Exercise Class       8:15 a.m.  Mon. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
          8:15 a.m.  Fri.  7, 14, 21, 28 
Health Ministry Team Meeting   6:30 p.m.   Mon. 3 
Home Communion at Millard Manor   11:00 a.m.Thur. 6 
Tai Chi                9:00 a.m. Tue.  11, 18, 25 
           9:00 a.m. Thur. 6, 13, 20, 27 
 
EDUCATION SCHEDULE 
 
3:6Teen        5:30 p.m.   Wed. 5, 12, 19, 26 
Spirit         6:30 p.m.   Wed. 5, 12, 19, 26 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study   11:00 a.m. Tue. 11, 18, 25 
Thursday Morning Bible Study  10:00 a.m. Thur. 6, 13, 20, 27 
Thursday Morning Bible Study  6:30 a.m.   Thur. 6, 13, 20, 27 
 
MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Worship Team Rehearsal    4:30 p.m.  Sat. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Worship Team Rehearsal    7:00 p.m. Wed. 5, 12, 19, 26 

 

 

Sharing Christ’s message to  
transform all generations 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

July, 2017 

SPECIAL EVENTS & MEETINGS 
Vacation Bible School     6:00 p.m. Mon—Thur. 10-13 
Vacation Bible School Dinner   5:00 p.m. Mon.—Thur. 10-13 
 
PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 
 
“Church Chat” Deadline    9:00 a.m.  Mon. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Sower Deadline      12:00 p.m. Fri. 21 
WORSHIP SERVICES 
Saturday Evening Worship Service 5:30 p.m.   Sat. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Sunday Worship Service     9:30 a.m.   Sun 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Nursery        9:15 a.m.   Sun. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
     

Vacation Bible School 
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July 1—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes-Ally DeSordi 
Communion-Sid Rames 
Charles & Judy Bergman 

Greeter-Sid Rames 
Reader-Marie Witthoft 

Sound-Jim Rames 
Ushers-Doug Wallace, 

Todd Whitham 
Video-Sid Rames 

 
 

July 2—9:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-Talik Runge, Addie Cain 

Communion-Karen Hansen, 
Brianna Juma, Betty Neben, 

Bill & Ina Averman, 
Cory & Kathy Juma 

Greeters- 
Cal & Anna Mae Wamre, 

Ina Averman, Denise Winter 
Hospitality-Joy Marshall 
Reader-Karen Hansen 

Sound-Jim Nissen 
Ushers-Norm Bensinger, 

John Keim, Jeff Hohenstein, 
Scott Custard 

Video-Trenel Runge 
 
 

July 8—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes-Katie McGraw,  

Jacob Sauer 
Greeter-Bev Steinbaugh 
Reader-Bev Steinbaugh 
Sound-Jayson Swope 

Ushers-Denny Verdick, 
Dave Smith 

Video-Jeanette Swope 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 9—9:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-As Assigned 
Greeters– Fran Witt, 

Sharla Fitzgerald 
Craig & Wendy Adelson 

Hospitality- 
Marvin & Corinne Wastell 

Reader-Patrick Runge 
Sound-Doug Rothgeb 

Ushers-Norm Bensinger, 
Dustin Cox, Jay Schroeder, 

Gary McDonald 
Video-Cole Renken 

 
 

July 15—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes-Ally DeSordi, 

Elliott Peterson 
Communion-Marie Witthoft 

Todd & Pat Whitham 
Greeters-Pat Whitham 

Reader-Vicky Marquardt 
Sound-Jim Rames 

Ushers-Bill Jaquith, 
Gary Norenberg 
Video-Sid Rames 

 
 

July 16—9:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-Laci Abendroth, 

Cole Renken 
Communion-Ann Wendt,  

Ardis McDonald, Caleb Kreun, 
Judy Petersen, Lynda Nicholson, 

Cal & Anna Mae Wamre 
Greeters-Harold Cowan, 

Karen Hansen, 
Jason and Jamie Querry Family 

Hospitality-Toni Flermoen 
Reader-Fran Witt 
Sound-Jim Kuehl 

Ushers-Norm Bensinger,  
John Keim, John Bourne, 

Gary McDonald 
Video-Linda Kuehl 

July 22—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes-As Assigned 
Greeter-Mary Holland 
Reader-Judy Bergman 

Sound-Bill Koile 
Ushers-Denny Verdick, 

Dave Smith 
Video-Ellie Cain 

 
 

July 23 —9:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-Ethan Wilson, 

Talik Runge 
Greeters-Chris & Teri Cain 
Sally Runge, Patrick Runge 

Hospitality-John & Susan Reno 
Reader-Jodi DeSordi 

Sound-Randy Mayer-Flatt 
Ushers-Norm Bensinger,  
Cory Juma, Ted Luedke, 

Alex Williams 
Video-Jacey Hammer 

 
 

July 29—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes-As Assigned 
Greeter-Pat Whitham 

Reader-Sid Rames 
Sound-Jim Rames 

Ushers-Bill Jaquith, 
Doug Wallace 

Video-Sid Rames 
 
 

July 30 —9:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-Trenel Runge, 

Cole Renken 
Greeters-Bill & Deb Kistler 

John & Susan Reno 
Hospitality-Nancy Steil 

Reader-Talik Runge 
Sound-John Snowdon 

Ushers-Norm Bensinger,  
Scott Custard, John Bourne 

Video-Gabe Saighman 

Worship Servants for July, 2017 

If you are unable to serve on the date you are scheduled, please find your substitute and then  
notify the church office at 402-895-3366. 


