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Torres Strait Islander peoples, and other Indigenous and tribal peoples from around the world. 
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1. Executive Summary 
 

Greater understanding of the burden of cancer among Indigenous populations is of major 
importance to public health given that poorer outcomes contribute to the lower life expectancies 
experienced by many Indigenous peoples. The inaugural World Indigenous Cancer Conference 
(WICC) was the first conference dedicated to focusing on cancer among Indigenous populations 
globally and attracted significant national and international interest. 

Hosted by Menzies School of Health Research, in partnership with the International Agency for 
Research on Cancer, WICC 2016 was held at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre from 12 
to 14 April 2016. WICC provided an unparalleled opportunity for representatives from the entire 
spectrum of the cancer control community to attend, including researchers, public health 
practitioners, clinicians, nurses, advocacy groups, allied health and other related professionals, as 
well as Indigenous community groups and leaders from around the globe. 

A preconference workshop titled Racism and Health by David R Williams and Naomi Priest was held 
on 11 April 2016. The program also included three breakfast symposiums, a lunchtime seminar, and 
a mix of plenary and concurrent sessions. A Yarning Circle also ran over the three days, providing 
opportunities for delegates to share their cancer journey, stories, and programs from their 
respective countries and communities. 

Overall, the conference was a success with 313 delegates from 15 countries registered to attend. 
Feedback during the conference was very positive and was also reflected in the post-conference 
evaluation survey. The theme of WICC 2016 was connecting, communicating, collaborating; 
highlighting the importance of supporting networks and continuing the momentum in translating 
the knowledge gained through research and practice to improve cancer outcomes for Indigenous 
people globally. 

Delegates called for the establishment of an international Indigenous cancer network and supported 
a second World Indigenous Cancer Conference to be held in the next two to three years.  
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2. Conference Hosts 

 

The World Indigenous Cancer Conference 2016 was hosted by Menzies School of Health Research, in 
partnership with the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC). WICC 2016 was supported 
by a Strategic Research Partnership Grant funded by Cancer Council New South Wales (STREP 
CaCIndA) and the Centre for Research Excellence in Discovering Indigenous Strategies to Improve 
Cancer Outcomes via Engagement, Research Translation, and Training (DISCOVER-TT). The 
conference was guided by an Executive Organising Committee and a Scientific Advisory Committee 
comprised of Indigenous and non-Indigenous members from Australia, Canada, New Zealand, USA, 
and France. 

 

Menzies School of Health Research 

The aŜƴȊƛŜǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛǎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
improving Indigenous health and wellbeing. We have a 30-year history of scientific discovery and 
public health achievement. Menzies was established in 1985 as a body corporate of the Northern 
Territory Government under the Menzies Act 1985. This Act was amended in 2004 to formalise the 
relationship with Charles Darwin University (CDU). Menzies is now a major partner of CDU and 
constitutes a school within the UniverǎƛǘȅΩǎ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƻŦ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎΦ Our work addresses critical 
issues such as mental health, nutrition, substance abuse, child health and development, as well as 
chronic diseases such as cancer, kidney disease and heart disease. We also lead global research into 
life-threatening illnesses in the Asia-Pacific, such as malaria and tuberculosis. We endeavour to 
break the cycle of disease and to reduce health inequities in Australia and the Asia-Pacific region, 
particularly for disadvantaged 
populations. Our mandate is to 
seek enduring solutions to 
problems that matter; the kind 
that when tackled, have the 
potential to make an immense 
difference to the quality of 
lives both here and abroad. 

 

International Agency for Research on Cancer  

The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) is the specialised cancer agency of the 
World Health Organisation. The objective of the IARC is to promote international collaboration in 
cancer research. The Agency is inter-disciplinary, bringing together skills in epidemiology, laboratory 
sciences and biostatistics to identify the causes of cancer so that preventive measures may be 
adopted and the burden of disease and associated suffering reduced. A significant feature of the 
IARC is its expertise in coordinating research across countries and organizations; its independent role 
as an international organization facilitates this activity. The Agency has a particular interest in 
conducting research in low and middle-income countries through partnerships and collaborations 
with researchers in these regions. 
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3. Why did we hold WICC? 
 

For more than 30 years Menzies School of Health Research has been partnering with Indigenous 
communities and disadvantaged populations across our region to improve health outcomes and 
reduce health inequity. Through a commitment to excellence in research, the development of 
evidence-based programs and the fostering of local capacity through training and employment, 
Menzies is tackling significant Indigenous health issues, including cancer. Cancer in Indigenous 
populations globally has largely been overlooked, despite evidence that Indigenous people in some 
areas have significantly greater mortality and lower cancer survival rates.  

Greater understanding of the burden of cancer among Indigenous populations is of major 
importance to public health given that poorer outcomes contribute to the lower life expectancies 
experienced by many Indigenous peoples. In efforts to reduce the burden of cancer affecting 
Indigenous peoples around the world, effective cancer control planning requires comparable and 
accurate local data. The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) is the reference source 
in the development and dissemination of quality-assured global cancer indicators, and the Agency 
leads the implementation and advancement of cancer registration worldwide through the Global 
Initiative for Cancer Registry Development (GICR). With the WICC, IARC naturally developed a 
partnership with Menzies in the context of data for action and a platform to better understand and 
overcome the challenges to obtaining valid and timely cancer data on Indigenous populations. By 
bringing together Indigenous groups, researchers and governments, the WICC raised awareness of 
the need to detect disparities within populations at the global level to drive improvements in public 
health provision. 

The inaugural WICC was the first conference dedicated to focusing on cancer among Indigenous 
populations globally and attracted significant national and international interest. WICC provided an 
invaluable opportunity for Menzies and WICC delegates to network and build partnerships with 
researchers, public health practitioners, clinicians, nurses, advocacy groups, allied health and other 
related professionals, and Indigenous community groups and leaders from around the globe. It also 
provided a platform to actively promote the translation of research knowledge into Australian public 
health policy and practice.  
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4. Conference Committees 

WICC Executive Organising Committee  

Assoc Prof Gail Garvey (Chair) 
Dr Freddie Bray 
Prof Joan Cunningham 
Dr Bronwyn Morris 
Dr Suzanne Moore 
Mr Noel Matson 
Mr Brian Arley 
Mr Matthew Plant 
Ms Alana Gall 
Ms Georgina Smart 

Scientific Advisory Committee  
Prof Joan Cunningham (Australia) ς Co-chair 
Dr Suzanne Moore (Australia) ς Co-chair 
Dr Bronwyn Morris (Australia) 
Prof Ian Olver (Australia) 
tǊƻŦ 5ƛŀƴƴŜ hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭ ό!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀύ 
Dr Isabelle Soerjomataram (France) 
Prof Diana Sarfati (New Zealand) 
Dr Brenda Elias (Canada) 
Dr Angeline Letendre (Canada)    
Dr Linda Burhansstipanov (USA) 
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5. WICC Sponsors 
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6. Program  
A Welcome to Country was given by Uncle Joe Kirk. He also 
discussed how we can all try to do better and work together 
to improve health outcomes for Indigenous people around 
the world.  

The three-day program was a mix of plenary and concurrent 
sessions.  

  






































