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creates impacts on Thai cor
vever, consider themselves as acting in so /
neighboring countries who are also being impacted |
oflecting the uneven access to justice across the region, cannot
own behalf directly to raise concerns about the project. The case does not
challenge directly the GoL’s decision to proceed with the Xayaburi Dam,
but it does have implications for the PPA between EGAT and the project
developer. Given that EGAT plans to buy 95 percent of the project’s
power (and that the project’s construction is more than half complete),
the implications for the construction itself would be significant should the

PPA be cancelled as a result of the court case.
f

Conclusion: Water justice and sustainability |

Across rural mainland Southeast Asia, direct access to and sustainable !

use of natural resources are inextricably tied to people’s well-being.

Loss of access to natural resources—including due to hydropower dam

construction—is a threat to livelihoods, and also to human rights. The

construction of a large hydropower dam significantly redistributes access

to and control over river-related resources from riparian communities

to the operator of the dam and to the consumers of electricity. Benefit-

sharing mechanisms, where they exist, have significant shortcomings in

practice (Suhardiman et al. 2014).
Internationally, there is a growing recognition of the relationship

between the environment and human rights, including the Right to Water,

although in Southeast Asia the recognition of these rights often seems

distant. This chapter has proposed the heuristic framework of “arenas |

of water justice” as a tool to analyze the various legal processes of water "

governance that exist around large hydropower projects on transboundary

rivers, while at the same time recognizing that legal processes are only
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