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Presentation Structure

Alntroduction to Dawei SEZ and Rdatk Project
AResearch questions adethodology

AArgument 1 The investment on DSEZ and rdauk project
can be seen ae elite reconfigurationsndstate-society
relations that have evolved sin@908 in relation of foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) from Thailand

AArgument 2Therole of community groups and cigibciety
on DSEZ havwavigatednew political spaces emergini
Myanmar since 2008 Constitution, especially on tladitity
to hold transboundary investments and its associated loca
elites accountable.

A Conclusions




Introduction: The Dawel Special Economic
Zone(SEZ) and Roadink Project

A DaweiSEZ and roalink project

A First Memorandum of Understandin
(MOU) signed in May 2008, under [RS8 R
Prime mlnlsterSamakSundaravepf NS —
0 KS t S2LJ S QThdilahd g A -
and military SPDC in Myanmar

A'In 2010, ItalThaisigned a framework®
agreement with the Myanmar
government to become the sole

A Portwith deep-sea channel
c’IeveIo_per _ _ , handling 56 SF;’-lipS and 100illion
A ¢catching a tiger with empty hanes tons peryear

strategy of ITD failed and project A Industrial estate of 204.5 km2 for

stalled heavy, medium, and light industry
Thai government struggled to petroleum and chemical complex,
encourage investment from Japan and a residentiahrea
and India o | A 132km8 lane roadink from
ael yYI NRa& RSY2 ONJIKancha@abup Ravey & A 0 A
iIn 2011 created political Aa2SadSNYy 3IlFaSél
uncertainty for project ocean, and part of southern

economic corridor
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Dawel SEZ andRoadlink

A July 2012: Revision of project to G2G

A Semi publicenterprise undera speciapurpose
vehicle (SPVto be listed on Thai and Myanmar
stock exchanges

A ThaiMyanmar Joint Higthevel Committee created

A¢ K A trilitgrik g@@ernmentllocated NESDIB
develop SPV structure

AaL¢5 [/ 2yaz2NlAdzyée Ay @QAaa
until 2020 =

Aa!l O0Saa NRIRE
A In July 2013HteeKee

- PhuNam Ron
checkpoint opened

LINE 2SOG 1

Road Link to Thailand » ,

« Deep Sea Port Project |

Political risk remains as the new
Myanmar3 2 Gpiolidiés are
dzy'OSNJj FAYyZ Fa |




A New Phase of IntetGovernment Cooperatio

Aondd hOUG20SNI HaAamn X
PrimeMinister took his first official
overseas trip to Myanmar to meet
PresidentTheinSein

A Both leaders agreetb deepen
cooperation and better regulatborder
areas:

A Formalandinformal migrantlabor,
iIncludingcreate more efficient
migrantregistrationprocesses,

A Human trafficking

A Special Economic Zone (SEZ) in
borderareasc for example Mae Sot

A Energy cooperation, including gas
and oil infrastructure

A DaweiSEZ and roalink project

%angkﬂk iBUgt The world’s window on Thailand

Prayut tightens border controls

PM forges security deal with Myanmar
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Thailand and Myanmar have agreed to strengthen cooperation through their “partnership for security =
and development” by regulating border areas and pushing for a comprehensive development plan in a 2 2
bid to solve long-standing problems along the frontier.

Gen Prayut and President Thein Sein hokd discussions at the Myanmar govermment's reception area after the armival of
the visiting Thai prime minister at Nay Pyi Taw Intemational Airport on Thursday.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha thanked Myanmar for its understanding about the situation in Thailand and for standing




A more modest (re)start

A In January 2015, it was reported that a Thai consortium w
negotiating a first phase of the project

A Onthe 4h July 2015, a Memorandum of IntepkacedJapan
as a third equal shareholder in thet&G project



Research Questions

AOur research has addressed two research
guestions:

AWhat arethe relationships betweeifrDI onDSEZ
and roadlink projectas elitereconfigurations and
state-societyrelations on this issue?

AHow CSOkave navigatesew political spaces
emergingin Myanmar since 2011 on
transboundary investments and its associated
local elitesaccountabl@




Methodology

AQualitativemethodology based
on indepth interviews, focus
group discussions and
observation in Myanmar and
Thalland

AMeetingswith communities,
civil society groups, polltlcal
parties, mediaacademics, and
businessactors in Myanmar

AVisit toDaweiSEZ

AMay 2015: Visit ttNyaung
Done/ KlerPu/ KyawHtar
Inn/ KaLoneHtar / PyinThar
Dawvillages inTaninthayi
region




Argument one: The investment
on DSEZ and roadink project
can be seen as the elite
reconfigurations and state
soclety relations that have
evolved since 2008 In relation
to FDIfrom Thailand




The DSEZ is not merely aery
large industrial project

Road Link to Thailand ‘—]
!.Deep Sea Port Project

A Thegovernments of Myanmar and Thailand hasagious wider
Interestsin stabilizinglanintharyiRegionthroughdeveloping DSEZ

A The Myanmar government supports the DSEZraad-link to extend and consolidate its territorial
control of KNU areas, but is tempered by the implied Thai threat to sovereignty

A For the Thai government, the DS#id roadlinkisl Yy A YLIR2 NI F y G aaLd GAl €
Hamno G2 | f€SOALGS RSOfAYAYy3I LINBFAGLOAEAGE
O2dzy NERF RUZZNIHNK ENA T F GA2y 6LOQa Ffaz2 | LRfADG

A For the KNU, negotiating tHeSEZ, in particular the rodidk, represents a tightrope act in the wider
O2YUSEG 2F GUKS 2NBIFYAT FGA2y Q& TFdzidzNB L2t AGA




Reconfiguring territorial control and political authority
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Sincats completion, the access road has significantly changed
transportation access, and facilitated a growing crosseder trade with
Thailand, especially since July 2013 whenHhee Kee- PhuNam Ron
checkpoint opened

Its creation is also integral to the process of reconfiguring political
authority across th&aninthayiRegion




Reconfiguring territorial control and political authority

A Overall, sincehe ceasefire with the KNU BD12 and affirmed in
2015 by the National Ceasefire Agreemehg situationon the
ANRPdzy R KIFIada aKAFISRZEI RNIgAy3a 2
fromad F2NY 2F YA XoltlORE EA @O ELWIOB X
shrinking territory.

AdaAt AGF NE 2 OO0 dzLltatmadaw and dilerfsatsl B
agencies, threaten to or did dominate an area as an occupying
agency

Adal 2SEAA&GSY OS¢ ragdSof Sratdyic igne 2 § A
Including ceasefire group leaders, traders, religious leaders,
GONGO, NGfersonnel and government officiadshave achieved
varying degrees of cexistencep &

A In the recent past, the KNU controlled area was fidgitta to the

Border withThailandand Myanmar authority area fronMyitta to
Dawe| although this has since been eroded

Myanmar authorities control sections 1 and 3, including lttee Kee
border crossing

KNU control section 2




Reconfigured authority: Experience on the ground




