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Presentation Structure

ÅIntroduction to Dawei SEZ and Road-link Project

ÅResearch questions andMethodology

ÅArgument 1: The investment on DSEZ and road-link project 
can be seen as the elite reconfigurations and state-society 
relations that have evolved since 2008 in relation of foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) from Thailand 

ÅArgument 2: The role of community groups and civil society 
on DSEZ have navigated new political spaces emerging in 
Myanmar since 2008 Constitution, especially on their ability 
to hold transboundary investments and its associated local 
elites accountable.

ÅConclusions



Introduction: The Dawei Special Economic 
Zone (SEZ) and Road-link Project

ÅDaweiSEZ and road-link project
ÅFirst Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) signed in May 2008, under 
Prime minister SamakSundaravejof 
ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ tƻǿŜǊ tŀǊǘȅin Thailand 
and military SPDC in Myanmar
ÅIn 2010, Ital-Thai signed a framework 

agreement with the Myanmar 
government to become the sole 
developer
Åάcatching a tiger with empty handsέ 

strategy of ITD failed and project 
stalled
ÅThai government struggled to 

encourage investment from Japan 
and India
ÅaȅŀƴƳŀǊΩǎ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ 

in 2011 created political 
uncertainty for project

ÅPort with deep-sea channel 
handling 56 ships and 100 million 
tons per year 

ÅIndustrial estate of 204.5 km2 for 
heavy, medium, and light industry, 
petroleum and chemical complex, 
and a residential area

Å132 km 8 lane road-link from 
Kanchanaburito Dawei

Åά²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ƎŀǘŜǿŀȅ ǘƻ LƴŘƛŀƴ 
ocean, and part of southern 
economic corridor 
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Figure: DaweiwƻŀŘƭƛƴƪΩǎMasterplan(Source: Italian-Thai Development, 2012)



DaweiSEZ and Roadlink

ÅJuly 2012: Revision of project to G2G

ÅSemi public enterprise under a special purpose 
vehicle (SPV), to be listed on Thai and Myanmar 
stock exchanges

ÅThai-Myanmar Joint High-Level Committee created

Å¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘΩǎ military government allocated NESDB to 
develop SPV structure

ÅάL¢5 /ƻƴǎƻǊǘƛǳƳέ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ор ƪƳ2

until 2020

Åά!ŎŎŜǎǎ ǊƻŀŘέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмн

ÅIn July 2013, HteeKee (Myanmar) 
- PhuNam Ron (Thailand) 
checkpoint opened 

Political risk remains as the new 
Myanmar ƎƻǾǘΩǎpolicies are 
ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴΣ ŀǎ ŀǊŜ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘΩǎΦ



A New Phase of Inter-Government Cooperation 

ÅOn ф hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмпΣ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƴŜǿ 
Prime Minister took his first official 
overseas trip to Myanmar to meet 
President Thein Sein

ÅBoth leaders agreed to deepen 
cooperation and better regulate border 
areas:

ÅFormal and informal migrant labor, 
including create more efficient 
migrant registration processes, 

ÅHuman trafficking 

ÅSpecial Economic Zone (SEZ) in 
border areas ςfor example, Mae Sot

ÅEnergy cooperation, including gas 
and oil infrastructure

ÅDaweiSEZ and road-link project



A more modest (re)start

Å

ÅIn January 2015, it was reported that a Thai consortium was 
negotiating a first phase of the project

ÅOn the 4th July 2015, a Memorandum of Intent placed Japan 
as a third equal shareholder in the G-to-G project 

A more modest (re)start



Research Questions

ÅOur research has addressed two research 
questions:

ÅWhat are the relationships betweenFDI on DSEZ 
and road-link project as elite reconfigurations and 
state-society relations on this issue?

ÅHow CSOs have navigated new political spaces 
emerging in Myanmar since 2011 on 
transboundary investments and its associated 
local elites accountable?



Methodology

ÅQualitative methodology based 
on in-depth interviews, focus 
group discussions and 
observation in Myanmar and 
Thailand
ÅMeetings with communities, 

civil society groups, political 
parties, media, academics, and 
business actors in Myanmar  
ÅVisit to DaweiSEZ
ÅMay 2015: Visit to Nyaung

Done/ KlerPu*/ Kyaw Htar
Inn/ KaLone Htar* / PyinThar 
Dawvillages in Taninthayi
region 



Argument one:: The investment 
on DSEZ and road-link project 
can be seen as the elite 
reconfigurations and state-
society relations that have 
evolved since 2008 in relation 
to FDI from Thailand 



The DSEZ is not merely a very                        
large industrial project

ÅThe governments of Myanmar and Thailand have various wider 
interests in stabilizing TanintharyiRegion throughdeveloping DSEZ

Å The Myanmar government supports the DSEZ and road-link to extend and consolidate its territorial 
control of KNU areas, but is tempered by the implied Thai threat to sovereignty

Å For the Thai government, the DSEZ and road-link is ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ άǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ŦƛȄέ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ όDƭŀǎǎƳŀƴ 
нлмлύ ǘƻ ŀƭƭŜǾƛŀǘŜ ŘŜŎƭƛƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŦƛǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ όLǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ƘƻǇŜΗύ

Å For the KNU, negotiating the DSEZ, in particular the road-link, represents a tightrope act in the wider 
ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ



Reconfiguring territorial control and political authority

Since its completion, the access  road has significantly changed 
transportation access, and facilitated a growing cross-border trade with 
Thailand, especially since July 2013 when the HteeKee- PhuNam Ron 
checkpoint opened 
Its creation is also integral to the process of reconfiguring political 
authority across the TaninthayiRegion

SECTION 3

SECTION 2

SECTION 1



ÅOverall, since the ceasefire with the KNU in 2012 and affirmed in 
2015 by the National Ceasefire Agreement, the situation on the 
ƎǊƻǳƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘƛŦǘŜŘΣ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ aŀǊȅ /ŀƭƭŀƘŀƴΩǎ όнллтύ ǘŜǊƳƛƴƻƭƻƎȅ 
from a άŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴέ to άŎƻŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Yb¦Ωǎ 
shrinking territory. 

ÅάaƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ tatmadaw, and other state 
agencies, threaten to or did dominate an area as an occupying 
agency

Åά/ƻŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ƙƻǿ άŀ range of strategic partners ς
including ceasefire group leaders, traders, religious leaders, 
GONGO, NGO personnel and government officials ςhave achieved 
varying degrees of co-existenceΦέ

ÅIn the recent past, the KNU controlled area was from Myitta to the 
Border with Thailand and Myanmar authority area from Myitta to 
Dawei, although this has since been eroded

ÅMyanmar authorities control sections 1 and 3, including the HteeKee
border crossing

ÅKNU control section 2

Reconfiguring territorial control and political authority



Reconfigured authority: Experience on the ground


