5

Going Where
Righteousness Dwells
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 2 Peter 3:8-13

One Saturday afternoon, our almost-three-year-old daughter asks, “Will you and
Mommy take me to Mickey’s house? It’s a long way away.” At first, I didn’t understand what she was asking. Then my wife speaks up and says, “Disney World.”
Our niece had just returned from her Disney World trip just a few days ago, so my
daughter had heard all about it and knew she wanted to go. There’s some insight
as to why she said she wanted to go. She wanted to go to “Mickey’s house.” She has
great affections for Mickey, Minnie, Daisy, Donald, Elsa, and Anna. She wants to go
to the place she can be with them.
I find myself realizing I need to have the same perspective toward Heaven. I want to
live in Heaven. But I also need to think, “I want to go where God lives” more often.
Heaven is a holy city because of who lives there.
Shortly before His death, Peter writes 2 Peter to remind Christians they must keep
growing and to warn them of false teachers. Beginning in 2 Peter 3:8, Peter corrects
some of those false teachers by pointing to the difference between how we view
time compared to how God views time. Christ’s return will come unexpectedly, and
all will be burned up and destroyed at His return.
In light of the earth’s fate, Peter asks, “Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness?”
Because the destruction of the earth is certain but its timing is unexpected, Peter
commands us to live holy and godly lives. It’s worth it to live holy and godly lives
because a new home awaits; Peter says, “We are waiting for new heavens and a
new earth in which righteousness dwells.” God promises His holy nation they will
be citizens of a new holy city.
We want to live in the holy city that is to come; therefore we must live holy and
godly lives through Christ now. I’m thankful for the holy city where righteousness
dwells, and I’m especially excited it’s where the Righteous One dwells.
Today, I will…draw a full-page picture of Heaven (do it as a family if possible). How
did you choose to illustrate God’s presence?
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JUDGMENT
DA L E J E N K I N S

1

Like it or Not
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 2 Corinthians 5:10

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may
receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil”
(2 Corinthians 5:10).
Like it or not.
We don’t like to be judged. Can you hear us through the centuries? Listen in:
“Don’t judge me; the woman you made gave me the fruit.” ~ Adam
“Don’t judge me; the serpent deceived me.” ~ Eve
“Don’t judge me; I just threw the gold in and the calf walked out.” ~ Aaron
“Don’t judge me; my dad neglected me.” ~ Sons of Eli
“Don’t judge me; I was just saving them to give to You.” ~ Saul
“Don’t judge me; I have a right to my own way of thinking” ~ Hophni
“Don’t judge me; she was really attractive.” ~ David
“Don’t judge me; we gave part of the money.” ~ Sapphira
“Don’t judge me; everyone else was doing it.” ~ The Israelites who missed the
Promised Land (Hebrews 3:17).
“Don’t judge me; I’m only human.” ~ Peter (Matthew 26:40).
“Don’t judge me; I was only doing what seemed logical.” ~ The people who
accepted the 10 spies’ report
“Don’t judge me; I only took a little.” ~ Achan
“Don’t judge me; I was just following orders.” ~ The soldiers who scourged Christ.
We don’t like to be judged, but we will all be judged someday by the Judge of all the
earth, and no excuse or word will stand to His judgment. It will be right and it will
be just and it will be final. So next time you believe judgment to be harsh or wrong
or unfair––let it serve as a reminder of that day when all judgment will be right and
all will be judged.
Like it or not.
Today I will…remember that I will ultimately be judged by a supremely righteous
Judge.
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Righteous Judgment
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 2 Corinthians 5:10

“Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment” (Jesus in John 7:24).
As a verb the word judge means “to form an opinion or conclusion about.”
You will issue judgments today; we all will. We awake to the morning weather report and judge whether we will wear a jacket or not. We listen to the news and judge
our stance on a report. We look in the mirror and judge our own selves––should we
go to the gym or enjoy a doughnut? We walk down the sidewalk with our child and
see a person who strikes fear in our mind––we are judging. We see the trailer to a
new movie and judge if it is one to which we should take our children or even see
ourselves.
The inability to judge is leading us to become a culture of the ridiculous. Consider a
study done by the Family Policy Institute of Washington where a young white male
reporter interviewed students asking for their reaction to him when he said first he
was an Asian woman, then a seven-year old, then a six-foot, five-inch person. He
was obviously none of those things but the students struggled to say he was lying,
incorrect, or even “not” those things. Our desire to be non-judgmental began with
letting each person believe as they wish and has led to the ludicrous and ridiculous.
So much so that if today one says 2+2=7 to me, some believe “Who am I to judge?”
How utterly foolish and even dangerous! Any clear-thinking person is aware of the
obvious necessity of judging. To deny that is to prove your own senselessness, silliness, or stubbornness. You cannot help but judge. Everything we choose is judging
between one thing and another. The challenge of Scripture and the challenge to
Christians is to judge righteously.
Today I will…be aware that I judge others and try not to judge merely on
appearance.
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It’s Not What It’s Not;
It’s What It Is
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE Matthew 7:1

“Judge not, that you be not judged” (Jesus in Matthew 7:1).
Culturally this may be the most popular verse of the day. It is also undoubtedly the
most abused passage of our day. The words of the Lord do not end with that one
sentence. Those in a court of law would say Jesus’ words are being taken out of
context. He continues: “For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged,
and with the measure you use it will be measured to you” (vs. 2).
Most who read these devotionals are aware of that reality. The danger we face is
not understanding the abuse of the passage but creating our own abuse of it in
reaction to the popular abuse of the present. In our rush to explain that Jesus is not
condemning judging but warning us that we will be judged how we judge, we might
forget that, well, that we will be judged by how we judge. So, how will you do in the
judging field today? We best not judge harshly, with a cruelty, solely on appearance,
the motives of others, without grace––or we will be judged in the same way and to
the same degree by one much greater than we are.
It can become very easy to fall into a pattern of judging, and the next slip is to begin to judge who is worthy of the Kingdom. Ultimately we don’t get to judge those
outside the kingdom of God (He will handle that––i.e., 1 Corinthians 5:13), our job is
to reach them with the Good News that can change them. Remember that the next
time you with condemnation judge another made by God who needs to return to
God.
Today I will…actively try at some point to connect with at least one person who I
am tempted to judge wrongly based on outward things. I will try to see deeper than
the external and try to understand and befriend that individual.
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Favoritism
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE Leviticus 19:15

“You shall do no injustice in judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor nor defer to
the great, but you are to judge your neighbor fairly” (Leviticus 19:15, NASB).
There has never been a book written full of as much wisdom as the Word of God.
The Bible contains both God’s Word and God’s wisdom. It so far eclipses any wisdom of this world (1 Corinthians 1:25; Isaiah 55:9). Over and over in Deuteronomy,
the Lord explains that the commands of the Lord are for our good. The fact is if we
determine to live by the Lord’s pattern we will be happier and healthier. In fact, the
problems on this world would all be solved if everyone followed the Lord’s laws.
Leviticus 19:15 is a great example of this. What if every judge or arbitrator determined to live by this simple principle? Don’t show favoritism in pity for the poor or
in anger against the rich. Don’t be partial to the rich, famous, or powerful because
they might reward you in some way. But just judge everyone fairly. Imagine the
world we would live in if we always tried to behave this way. Imagine how different,
less stressful, and more fulfilled your own life would be if you set your heart to treating everyone fairly and equally. Why not try it the rest of this week?
Today I will…stop before I judge, comment, compliment, or act to sift my motives.
I will determine to not respond as a result of judging how the other might help me
or make me look, but rather I will seek to judge fairly in every situation. My blood
pressure will probably drop a few points and my joy level will probably be more
complete. And I will experience first-hand that God’s way is best.
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Verbs and Nouns
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 2 Peter 3:8-13

“And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment”
(Hebrews 9:27, NASB).
Words fascinate me. Especially words that can function as both nouns and verbs.
Judgment is such a word. The noun “judgment” refers to a specific thing, but it is
often used in a phrase like “passing judgment.” In fact the way most throw the word
around today, it seems they have forgotten that it is a noun at all. It is treated as a
verb in most every conversation that it squeezes its way into. Rarely when someone throws acid accusations of unfair judging (verb) in someone’s direction does
it change anything––in fact it often only exasperates the situation. But if we all live
our lives in light of “the Judgment,” it would certainly affect every conversation,
every relationship, every event and situation we find ourselves in.
“Why do you pass judgment [verb] on your brother? Or you, why do you despise
your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment [noun] seat of God; for it is
written, ‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall
confess to God.’ So then each of us will give an account of himself to God” (Romans
14:10-12). If we would live our lives in light of God’s impending judgment, or even
with our own judgement of others in mind, it would affect how we live our lives.
Prayer: Dear Judge of all the earth, bless our day. Help us to be gracious in how we
speak with and treat others knowing it will affect our own judgment. Help us this
day to live in light of that day when we will stand before You. Thank You for Your
Son who died that we might be justified and help us to live like redeemed people.
In His name, Amen.
Today I will…be aware of my words and the effect they have on others. I will write
a message to another with the sole purpose of encouraging that person.
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RESURRECTION
DAV I D B A K E R

1

Don’t Put a Period
Where God Puts a Comma
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE Job 19:25-27

For many years the name Mel Blanc has been associ¬ated with characters in Warner Brother’s “Looney Tunes.” Sometimes at the end of a production, you see Bugs
Bunny come onto the screen and say, “That’s all, folks!” It is the voice of Mel Blanc.
Mel Blanc died recently, and as a way of remembering him, his family put an inscription on his tombstone: “That’s all, folks!”
The question of the resurrection is: Is that inscription true? Is death all there is? Is
death the period at the end of the sentence of life? When you die is it really, “That’s
all, folks?” Or is death a comma, a doorway to more of life?
The ancient Job struggles through his pain to try to answer that question, long before the doctrine of the resurrection has been fully developed through the resurrection of Jesus. Job is a man robbed of almost everything precious to him, stripped
of his human dignity, reduced to suffer in the ashes of pain.
Sitting in total devastation he describes his loneliness: “My relatives have failed me,
my close friends have forgotten me…. My bones stick to my skin and to my flesh”
(Job 19:14, 20). Perhaps you can identify with such personal devastation, or recently have ministered to someone cut down by the harsh realities of loss.
Yet despite it all, Job comforts himself with these words: “I know that my Redeemer
lives!” In Old Testament times, a redeemer was someone who rescues a victim from
poverty. Job loses everything––his flocks, his herds, his children—everything. His
many sufferings bring him near the point of desperation; yet rather than giving in to
despair, he makes a remarkable statement of faith.
So was Mel Blanc right? Well, maybe for the ending of a cartoon. But the message
of the resurrection is: That’s not all folks. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the
life!” With Jesus, it’s just the beginning.
Today, I will…consider how God has faithfully delivered me through trials and affirm the resurrection power of Jesus to overcome my greatest challenge.
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His Victory Is Our Victory
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE Philippians 3:8-11

When you were a child, did you ever have the experience of coming to a creek that
looked a little wider than you thought you could get across by jumping? You stand
on one side and wonder if you can make it across that creek. Then, one in your
group tries it. He makes a run, jumps the creek, and lands on the other side. In
landing on the other side, your friend has won a victory over the creek. It is that
friend’s victory.
But it also becomes your victory. Maybe you were a little scared to try it, but now
you decide, “If he can do it, I can too.” So you step back, make a big run and jump
too––and you win the victory over the creek as well. That person’s victory is also
your victory, with the first friend across leading as kind of a pioneer (Hebrews 2:10;
12:1-2).
You see that kind of victory in sports championships. The players are on the court,
and their team wins – and throughout the game the camera pans on the parents,
the coaches, the supporters from some little town in Tennessee who are there because they played a part in the life of that young man or young woman who made
it to victory. What makes the victory great is that they won the trophy, not just for
themselves, but for all of those who helped them get there.
In the resurrection of Jesus, two great affirmations are made. One affirmation is
that Christ has won the victory. But the second theme, perhaps more important,
is that we too win a victory through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The apostle
Paul longed to follow in the victory of his Master, praying “that I may know Him and
the power of His resurrection, and may share His sufferings, becoming like Him in
His death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead”
(Philippians 3:10-11).
Today, I will…vow to follow closely in the footsteps of my Jesus. I will pray, “Father
God, just for today, help me walk Your narrow way. May my step be worship, may
my thoughts be praise, may my words, bring glory to Your name.”¹

¹ These words are excerpts from the song “Father God” by Marc Schelske.
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When My Heart Breaks,
I Will Trust in You
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE John 20:24-29
“When a Heart Breaks”
I woke up this morning and I heard the news
I know the pain of a heartbreak;
I don’t have answers and neither do you
I know the pain of a heartbreak.
This isn’t easy, this isn’t clear
And you don’t need Jesus, till you’re here;
Then confusion and the doubts you had
Up and walk away
They walk away,
when a heart breaks.

Like the other disciples, Thomas hears the news, “The Lord is risen.” Yet unique to
Thomas, he replies, “Unless I see in His hands the mark of the nails, and place my
finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into His side, I will never believe.” For Thomas, the one believable thing about Jesus is that he was dead, crucified and buried. It is death that he could see. A study done years ago on the grieving
process found that the most significant moment for grieving people is viewing the
body of the deceased. It’s then, for them, that death gets real, because seeing is
believing.
Thankfully for Thomas, the seeing wasn’t over. When the risen Christ appears to
Thomas, He calls him by name and said, “Put your finger here, and see My hands;
and put out your hand, and place it in My side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.”
Thomas responds, “My Lord and my God.”
For Thomas, death meant unbelief and heartbreak. Seeing the risen Jesus meant
life and hope. Today, God in His love and mercy promises the same hope for you
and me: “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which
are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His
name” (John 20:30-31).
Today, I will…look past the disappointment of life’s heartbreaks, and pray for a
deeper trust in my Lord and my God.
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Who Shall Separate Us from
the Love of Christ?
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE Romans 8:31-39

There was an online magazine that challenged readers to come up with their life’s
story. The only catch was that you could only use six words (and the site almost
crashed because of all the responses that day). Some of the responses were:
•
•
•
•

One tooth, one cavity; life’s cruel.
Savior complex makes for many disappointments.
The psychic said I’d be richer.
Thought I would have more impact.

Life can be difficult when you don’t speak from the perspective of hope. But then a
nine-year old sent this: Cursed with cancer, blessed with friends.
Can you hear the sound of hopefulness in that statement? About a year ago my
mother had triple bypass surgery. If you’ve witnessed a loved one go through the
surgery, you understand just how traumatic it is. She’s much better now––a new
lease on life, more thankful every day. But I distinctly remember a conversation
that ensued after she was taken off the ventilator. Day by day there was much improvement. The swelling was going down. I said, “Mom, today I can see a lot of
improvement.” She said faintly, “I can’t!” To which a family member replied, “But
you would if you could be on our side.”
Often it’s hard to see that we are getting better. It is Job who honestly affirms, “But
man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward” (Job 5:7). He also expresses trust
when he says, “I will wait for my change to come.”
Today, where is your heart? Because of the resurrection, where does your thinking
need a shift and a change need to come? If you’re looking for a new perspective,
maybe these words from the apostle Paul will help: “Who shall separate us from
the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? …No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through Him who loved us” (Romans 8:35, 37).
Today, I will…look for the areas in life where I am blessed because of the power of
Jesus. Like the nine-year old, this is my prayer: “Though cursed with _______, I am
blessed with _________.”
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It is Finished,
but It’s Not Over!
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE John 19:25-30

“It is finished!” But it’s not over!
A friend of mine said he had a football coach in high school, and this was his refrain:
“Finish the game! Whether we are ahead or behind, finish the game!” He said that
one of the players asked him, “Coach, why do you say that?” He replied, “I’ll tell you
guys, there’s no greater agony than to lose a game you are supposed to win. And yet
there’s not greater thrill than to win a game you’re supposed to lose.”
Remember when Jesus comes triumphantly into Jerusalem? There are shouts:
“The king is coming to establish a kingdom like that of David!” There is going to be
a revolution. The people say, “We’re gonna win the game.”
Yet from then on Jesus is handed over. He is betrayed by Judas, and is later arrested, tried, and judged. He speaks from the cross: “I thirst!” “Father, forgive them.”
“It is finished!” But…it wasn’t over! In three days Mary would go to the tomb early
Easter morning and find that the stone has been rolled away. Jesus triumphantly
fulfills his mission.
Paul Azinger is a popular professional golfer who, a few years back, had just won
the PGA championship and had ten tournament victories to his credit. Then, at the
age of 33 he was diagnosed with cancer.
He reflects, “A genuine feeling of fear came over me – I could die from cancer. But
then another reality hit me even harder: I’m going to die eventually anyway, whether from cancer or something else. I am definitely going to die; it is just a question of
when. But everything I had accomplished in golf became meaningless to me. All I
wanted to do was live.”
Then he remembered something that a Christian mentor had said to him: “Zinger,
we are not in the land of the living going to the land of the dying; we are in the land
of the dying trying to get to the land of the living.” In Jesus, regardless of the circumstances, we win!
Today, I will… sing:
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow
Because He lives, all fear is gone
Because I know, He holds the future
And life is worth the living, just because He lives.
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HEAVEN
G A RY D O D D

1

Following God Fully
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE Joshua 14:6-15

A son, speaking at his mother’s funeral, related a story about visiting her in a Skilled
Nursing Facility. When the son asked his mother, who had outlived her circle of
friends, why she was so upset, she responded that she could see her friends talking
in Heaven and observing, “Well, it looks like Helen did not make it.”
Paul declares that we all are dependent on God and are saved by His grace (See
Ephesians 2:1-9). He further states, “We are [God’s] workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works…that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). As one of my
Bible professors, Clyde Miller, instructed, “Grace does not negate obedience.”
Scripture “was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through
endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope”
(Romans 15:4). An encouraging passage about pursuing the land God prepares for
His people is found in Joshua 14:6-15.
Joshua records that Caleb is 85 years old and has not lost his hope. Caleb approaches and reminds Joshua that Moses spoke for the Lord and made a commitment to
Caleb when he was 40 years old. Caleb was promised that the portion of the land
upon which he walked when he spied out the land of Canaan would be his inheritance because he followed the Lord fully. Though 45 years have passed since, Caleb
affirms that his faith is deep and that he is strong physically. Then, Caleb asks that
the “hill country” be given to him as promised and commits to driving the Anakim
from their “great fortified cities” with the Lord’s presence and help.
Christians wait for the return of the Lord and the revelation of His glory (See Matthew 25:31-45). As you anticipate that day, you will have hills to climb and face a
variety of spiritual enemies as you follow the Lord fully. You have the promise that
the gracious God will be with you (See Hebrew 13:1-6) and that you can make it to
Heaven.
Today, I will…discuss with God the challenges I face as I wait for the Lord’s return,
request that God will be with me and fight my battles, and solicit God to help me
follow Him fully all the days of my life.
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Investing in God’s Promises
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE Jeremiah 32:1-44

Financial advisors evaluate whether a person is a low or high-risk investor. Financial advisors need to understand a person’s time perspective for investing. Financial advisors will discuss the goals of an investor.
An investor needs to understand the volatility of financial markets and be careful to
not purchase overvalued securities. An investor typically will choose how to diversify investments with guidance from a financial advisor.
What if a financial investor could guarantee the future return of your most important investments? What if you could be assured that your investment will not be
volatile but retain its value without fail? What if the investment strategy is so sound
that you are advised to not diversify but to “put all of your eggs in one basket”?
Jeremiah 32:1-5 narrates that Zedekiah, king of Judah, imprisons Jeremiah because he faithfully proclaimed God’s word of judgment to Judah and her king about
the impending capture of Jerusalem by the king of Babylon. Judah and Zedekiah
would be carried into a lengthy exiled captivity. Yet, Jeremiah 32:6-15 details how
God instructs Jeremiah to buy a field in Anathoth, how the purchase is made, recorded, and witnessed, and how the deeds are preserved.
Why did Jeremiah enact this parable and make a long-term investment that
seemed improbable from a human perspective? Because Jeremiah 32:16-44 describes God’s faithfulness, His ability to do the impossible, His commitment to His
people, and His promise that He will restore the fortunes of His people.
You can trust God’s investment advice. Trusting God’s promises eliminates the typical risks of investing, acknowledges that your time perspective is eternal, and that
you want nothing more than to live with God in Heaven. God cannot be overvalued,
and He is the only investment where you can afford to place all your assets.
God is faithful, and His promises are certain. He is able to restore your spiritual fortunes. If Heaven is your goal, then invest all of who you are in God.
Today, I will…examine my spiritual investment strategy in prayer and invite God to
guide me as to how I can invest all of who I am in Him. I will write down steps I need
to take to be a wise spiritual investor.

107

3

On Your Way to
Your Eternal Home
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE Ecclesiastes 12:1-14

The preacher who wrote Ecclesiastes 12 and Atul Gawande, author of Being Mortal:
Medicine and What Matters in the End, share some similar insights into the aging
process. The preacher declares that over time a person’s arms tremble, legs grow
weak, teeth are lost, vision changes, chewing becomes increasingly challenging,
difficulty sleeping increases, hearing decreases, gait is no longer steady, hair grays,
and appetite fails (See Ecclesiastes 12:1-5).
From a medical perspective, Gawande corroborates similar physical changes as
people age. Diseases like arthritis, diabetes, strokes, changes in blood flow and
nerve conductivity, and muscle and bone loss affect the strength and stability of
our limbs and our ability to ambulate steadily. Lack of blood flow to our teeth, reduction in saliva, decreases in the strength of our jaw muscles, and bone loss in our
mandibles contribute to weaker gums, losing teeth, and increased difficulty chewing. Calcium, like the calcium lost in your bones and teeth, accumulates in and
hardens organs like your heart and lungs, blood vessels, and joints. Thus, the heart
works harder to pump blood through your body, and it becomes difficult to walk up
steps or to ambulate without losing your breath. Chemical changes in the lenses
of our eyes cause our lenses to become less elastic and to yellow leading to vision
changes and less light reaching our retinas. The reservoirs of pigment cells needed to maintain hair color empty and hair grays. Mechanisms in skin cells change
affecting the function of sweat glands and accumulation of age spots (or “mileage
markers” as a friend refers to them).¹
Both the preacher and Gawande are correct in their observations that we are not
physically ageless. Researchers may debate the orderliness of the aging process,
the roles played by our genetics, and how our bodies wear down over time, but God
declares, “Man is going to his eternal home” (Ecclesiastes 12:5).
Therefore, we need to admit and accept our physical mortality and to acknowledge
our spiritually immortality. While “the mourners may go about the streets” when
you die, you can prepare now to go to your heavenly home.
Today, I will…evaluate prayerfully my reverence for God and my obedience to His
commands. I will ask God to show me through study and others how I may more
thoroughly prepare for my transition to eternity.
Atul Gawande, Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End (Metropolitan Books; New York,
2014) 29-35.
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What Is Your Favorite Picture
of Heaven?
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE Revelation 21

In your home, on your laptop, tablet, or smartphone, and in the cloud, you may
have a variety of pictures of your loved ones or places you have visited. You probably have pictures that you consider as favorites.
Revelation 21:2 records that the apostle John “saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” I can remember how anxious I was to see my bride when the doors of the
church auditorium opened with her standing arm in arm with her father. My favorite picture of Heaven is that of a bride decorated and beautified for her groom.
God presents many images of Heaven in Revelation 21, any one of which might be
your chosen representation of Heaven. As a matter of fact, your preferred depiction of Heaven might change over time and be related to your circumstances in
this temporal existence. If this is a time of intense sorrow or hurt in your life, the
image of a heavenly Father wiping away “every tear from [your] eyes” and Heaven
being a place without mourning, crying or pain may be what you most desire to
experience. Since you live in a world where you are surrounded by sin and broken
relationships, you may thirst most for the reflection of Heaven as the place where
iniquity does not exist and relationships are all that they should be. The more intimacy you develop in your relationship with God, the more you might value in your
heart the interpretations of Heaven being filled with the glorious radiance of God
and being a place of security and peace. If this is a time when the darkness of life
feels overwhelming, you may cling to the fact that Heaven is filled with the light of
God and that Heaven is a place that never knows night.
Whatever your preferred picture of Heaven might be, Heaven is a place reserved for
those whose names “are written in the Lamb’s book of life” (Revelation 21:27). Is
your name recorded there?
Today, I will…consider the various Biblical images of Heaven and recommit to
responding appropriately and appreciatively to the grace of God. I will thank and
praise God for writing my name in the Lamb’s book of life.
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Finding Your Place
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE John 19:25-30

My parents referred to the family farm where they grew up in southern West Virginia
as “the old home place.” When my family visited my grandparents, I had my place
at the end of the dining room table beside my Paw Paw. On Sundays, we attended
worship in a small white church building on the right side of a dirt road where I
learned that I had a place at the Lord’s Supper table as a child of God.
The author of Hebrews reminds us:
		
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By
faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with
Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking forward to
the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.
							Hebrews 11:8-10
My father’s body was shutting down. I was standing by the right side of his bed
when my dad told me, “I want to go home–home.” I smiled at my father and asked,
“So you want to go the house?” Dad looked at me and kindly said, “You know what I
mean.” He explained that he missed my mother whom had died 17 years earlier and
that he was tired. When I inquired if my father was at peace spiritually, he affirmed
he was ready to go home.
Hebrews 11:13 states that Abraham “died in faith, not having received the things
promised.” Abraham, my grandparents, and my father were “strangers and exiles
on the earth” (Hebrews 11:13). These ancestors of faith taught me that “here we
have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come” (Hebrews 13:14).
God is calling you to a place prepared especially for you (See John 14:1-4). Are you
looking forward to living eternally with God? To paraphrase my father-in-law Jack
Rankin, “You are closer to Heaven now than you have ever been.”
Today, I will…meditate on the place to which God calls me and ask Him to increase
my desire for that heavenly city and to transform my life. I will list the ways I need to
change and can serve the Lord until He calls me home.
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I Don’t Want to Talk About It!
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE Ezekiel 3:16-27

A Google search for “most famous sermon in history” returns a fiery sermon by Jonathan Edwards in 1741 entitled “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.” The sermon
was a vivid description of a sinner on the brink of Hell, scarcely saved from the horrors of the wrath of God. Edwards warned the audience that they were dangling on
a spider’s thread over the great and unending fire unless they repented and obeyed
Jesus.
A Google search for “most popular preachers of today” returns a list of men who
are known primarily as health, wealth, and prosperity Gospel preachers or shysters
who promised healings that never came. Our culture has change dramatically. Hell
isn’t as popular as it used to be—though the population remains unchanged.
In days gone by, some crowds seemed to take pleasure in hearing Hell’s torments
described. Some preachers were more interested in scaring people out of punishment than wooing them towards Jesus. Others stepped into God’s territory by
making themselves the judge for eternity. We shouldn’t be disappointed that these
errors have faded, but we should be cautious to make sure we haven’t neglected an
important Biblical doctrine.
When God calls Ezekiel, he makes the prophet’s mission crystal clear: “Whenever
you hear a word from My mouth, you shall give them warning from Me.” God recognizes that the people might or might not listen, but it is Ezekiel’s job to tell the truth
about judgment and righteousness.
At first glance, Ezekiel 3:16 and following seems like it couldn’t be more different
from John 3:16 if it tried, but when you read both passages, you see that Ezekiel
and Jesus had the same mission: warn and rescue people from a needless eternal
death. Their mission is our mission, too. Hell isn’t fun to talk about, but we must
make sure that we declare the whole counsel of God.
Today, I will…think about the “unpopular” truths of Scripture that I am tempted
to neglect and pray for boldness to approach them and for tact when sharing them
with others.
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God’s Not Happy About It
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE Ezekiel 18:21-32

Some people reject Christianity by saying, “I could never believe in a God who
would send people to a place like Hell.” Others say, “How could it be fair to punish
a sinner who lives seventy years with an eternity of torment?” It might help us to
know that we are by no means the first to ask—or answer—those questions. Ezekiel
the prophet helps us with these questions.
In Ezekiel 18, the Lord teaches about personal responsibility. He explains that all
souls are His (vs. 4), and only the soul that sins shall die (vs. 4). Unfortunately, Scripture is clear: All souls have sinned and fall short of God’s glory (Romans 3:23). It’s
not all bad news though! The wicked person who turns to God will have his sins
forgotten and his righteousness remembered (vs. 21-22).
That promise is followed by a beautiful question from God. “Have I any pleasure in
the death of the wicked, declares the Lord God, and not rather that he should turn
from his way and live?” (vs. 23)
God takes no pleasure in Hell. He does not rejoice about “giving those sinners what
they deserve.” Instead, He weeps that they would not accept His grace and mercy.
God doesn’t want anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance (2 Peter
3:9, 1 Timothy 2:4). When Jesus looks over the town that is about to form a mob to
crucify Him, He doesn’t look forward to God’s outpouring of wrath against them.
Instead, He weeps over it (Luke 19:41).
Hell doesn’t bring God joy. Nothing would make Him happier than to shut the place
down due to a lack of interest. He has done everything possible to keep people
from Hell, but unfortunately, many keep choosing the broad road that leads to destruction.
“No man should preach on Hell who can do so with dry eyes.” – Charles Spurgeon
Today, I will…inventory my heart for bitterness and judgment. I will ask myself if
there is anyone whom I would be disappointed to see in Heaven. I will pray for my
attitude towards the lost so that I will be more like Jesus.
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What Is Hell Like?
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE Luke 16:19-31

“Heaven tourism” is a genre of religious books that take the reader on a trip to
Heaven to experience what it might be like. Usually these stories are told as part of
a near-death experience. These books have climbed the bestseller charts and even
spurred Hollywood to make some into movies. Most of these books are interesting
and compelling—but a far cry from (and often direct contradiction to) the pictures
Scripture paints.
It’s striking that “Heaven tourism” has taken over entire shelves at Christian bookstores, but “Hell tourism” is virtually nonexistent. Scripture has plenty to say in describing Hell:
• Hell is being cast “away from the presence of the Lord” (2 Thessalonians 1:9).
• Hell is “eternal destruction” (2 Thessalonians 1:9).
• Hell is “burning like an oven” that sets the wicked ablaze and destroys their
future (Malachi 4:1-3).
• Hell is a place that is filled with “the gloom of utter darkness” (Jude 13).
On top of these, Jesus compares the fate of the wicked to an eternally burning garbage dump (Mark 9:43-48) with weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth where
one drop of water would be the greatest prize imaginable (Luke 16:24).
When you read the Bible’s description of eternal judgment, you understand why
Hell tourism isn’t popular: Nobody wants to go there! The great tragedy, of course,
is that many will go there. Many who go there will find themselves there precisely
because they ignored the possibility.
Epicurus said, “While I am, death is not; and when death is, I am not. Therefore
death is no concern to me.”¹ Unfortunately Epicurus didn’t understand that there is
much more to human life than its brief span on earth. Fortunately, there is another
way. The old poem says, “Life is short, death is sure. Sin is the cause, Christ the
cure!”
Today, I will… contemplate the Biblical descriptions of Hell and thank God for delivering me.

¹This quote is from Epicurus’ Letter to Menoeceus, available online at
www.epicurus.net/en/menoeceus.html.
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Why Hell?
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 2 Peter 2:1-22

Why does a police officer write speeding tickets? When the blue lights are in our
rearview mirror, we tend to get cynical about the officer’s motivation for pulling us
over. Maybe the department is trying to raise some money in fines. Perhaps the officer has a quota to meet and it’s the end of the month. Maybe his ex-girlfriend drove
the same color and model of car that I do. It’s easy to look at the ticket and assume
a negative motivation. Would it change your feeling about that officer if you knew
that his child was hit and killed by a speeding driver?
Sometimes we get cynical about Hell. Why did God make such a place? Atheists love
to try to paint Hell as some sort of outdated injustice that must be left behind in our
modern enlightenment.
Peter reveals a very different motivation behind divine punishment. In 2 Peter 2, he
uses a series of “if statements” to make a point. Here’s an exercise: underline the
“ifs” in verses 4-8 and look for the concluding “then” in verse 9. “Then” introduces
the point of the passage—and the motivation for God’s punishment of sin.
Here’s the preview: God punishes sin because He loves His people!
Think about it: What sort of parent would sit idly by while someone abuses his
child? Even an atheist has a hard time imagining that a Hitler could escape justice.
God cannot stand sin. It is an affront to His holiness and it is repugnant to His love.
God created Hell because sin needs punishment if He is going to protect and love
His children.
John Barnett wrote that, “A hard look at this doctrine [Hell] should fist change our
view of sin. Most believers do not take sin as seriously as God does.”² Hell reveals
the seriousness of sin, the justice of God, and His love for His people. It even reveals
His respect of mankind’s free will. God does not force His love on any who do not
want it.
Let’s not be cynical. God is not a traffic cop who is working on some quota. He is
the Lord of the universe who wants everyone to love Him but understands that not
everyone will.
Today, I will…search the Scriptures for an example of God’s judgment as an act of
mercy to His people.
²John S. Barnett, Living Hope for the End of Days: 365 Daily Devotionals from the Book of Revelation (Tulsa, OK; Müllerhaus Publishing Group, 2009) 438.
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Who’s in Charge Here?
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE Revelation 20:11-15

How do you picture the devil in Hell? The cartoon version of Satan gives him horns
and a pitchfork. Most of us understand that he’s more subtle than that. Wolves prefer sheep’s clothing, and the devil likes to look like an angel of light (2 Corinthians
11:14).
Satan’s appearance isn’t the only thing we get wrong in our mental picture; we also
misunderstand his job. Almost every comic strip or image you’ve seen describing
Hell pictures Satan as its landlord who is managing the torture division. Little could
be further from the truth.
In Matthew 25:41, Jesus describes the eternal fire as a place prepared for the devil
and his angels. Jesus isn’t saying that it is a place that is prepared for them to own
and operate. No! He is describing them as the first residents, the reason that the
place exists. God invented Hell because that was the best solution for dealing with
the devil. The same idea is found in Revelation 20. Death and Hades are cast into
the lake of fire so that their reigns of terror would continue no longer.
The Devil won’t be enjoying a corner office overseeing the operations of Hell; he will
experience it just like rest of the damned. He will have no more authority there than
he would in the throne room of Heaven itself. The people who served him in this life
will see him for who he is. I suspect even the demons would turn on him there, if
given the opportunity.
There is a lot that we don’t know about Heaven and Hell, but one of the things I am
really anxious for is living in the presence of God with no tempter or temptation.
Won’t it be wonderful to experience this new life without the presence of evil and
wickedness? How awesome will it be when we know that our biggest enemy has
been locked away without the chance of parole for all eternity?
Knowing that Satan will be locked up in Hell makes me want to sing, “How beautiful
Heaven must be!”
Today, I will…select and sing a song about the joys of Heaven.
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