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Integrating Across the Curriculum
Amy M. Burns
amymburns.com
Science and Music: I adore making cross-curricular
connections with our science curriculum. In these two
examples, the kindergartners created a sol-mi melody about
leaves with the lyrics coming from what they learned in
science class. The first graders were studying geckos,
particularly Fred and Thunder, and created a rhythm piece
based on their tree map. This also correlated with a syllable
study they were doing in their classrooms for spelling.

Mathsciencemusic.org - The US Education Secretary, John B. King Jr., displayed a
curriculum that integrates math, music, and science lessons together. In attendance was
legendary musician and composer Herbie Hancock, who is also the chairman of the
Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz, which has developed MathScienceMusic.org, a
website that was displayed and showed teachers resources and apps to use music as a
vehicle to teach other academic lessons for math and science. Groove Pizza was
featured to correlate music with math.
Soundtrap.com – Soundtrap is an online digital audio workstation that is free to use.
However, for students to use this in the classroom, I highly recommend the paid
subscription EDU version as it has more to offer and creates safe walls for the students to
collaborate and make music with other students from around the country and globe. In
this example, the 2nd graders used Soundtrap to create a soundscape from sounds found in
NJ, NYC, and South Korea.
Chrome Music Lab (musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Experiments) – Shown today
were song maker, rhythm maker, melody maker, strings, and piano roll. The correlations
are endless.
Coding: Scratch Jr app and http://scratch.mit.edu - Teach older elementary how to code
an interactive recorder chart.
Book Creator (www.bookcreator.com) - Students create books to share their
knowledge about music. Integrates with grammar, art, and more.
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SMART Board Math Lesson – This is based on Cherie Herring’s SMART notebook
lesson that you can find on her TPT site at
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Cherie-Herring

Project-based Learning (PbL)
2nd Grade Music Classes:
In the spring, the 2nd graders accomplished numerous
national music standards along with successfully
completing a project-based learning project with 2nd
grade social studies. The essential question was “What
was it like to immigrate to America as a child?” In music
class, we answered that by studying the life of the Von
Trapp family, the music from the movie The Sound of
Music, and how the movie varies greatly from their actual
life events.
The movie and pictures found at http://www.amymburns.com (click on Cross-Curricular
Activities) show a culmination of the project. We
presented this at our festival in May.
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