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Conference Edition
The Rotary Foundation is back on stage at this year’s District Conference at Shepparton.
DG Neville has been a passionate supporter of The Foundation and its work and was
determined to showcase our Foundation at the Conference.
From the very early part of its history, education has been an important part of The
Foundation’s focus. It is also an important focus for our District. Our “Black Caviar”
record of being the only District in the Rotary world to have successfully nominated a
Peace Fellow every year, our unique District Global Grant Scholarship and our Royce &
Jean Abbey Agricultural Vocational Scholarship, all attest to this.
At the Conference, you will be hearing from four of our scholars, all beneficiaries of
different Foundation educational programs and you will see why they are making a
difference in serving humanity.
Peace Fellow, Stephanie Woollard now needs little introduction but we can never hear
enough about her journey as founder of Seven Women and now as a Rotarian.
Alexa Ridgeway is our first Global Grant Scholar to undertake a P hD and has a
remarkable story to share, with her work to address family violence.
Chris Ochaya from Uganda is one of tw o Royce and Jean Abbey
Agricultural Vocational Scholars in our District at the moment, Norma
Tauiliili from Samoa being the other. Chris has a significant
connection with The Foundation, which he will share.
In an earlier session about social inclusion we will hear from Peace Fellow,
Superintendent Charlie Allen, who leads a team at the Priority Communities
Division of Victoria Police.
There is also a unique look at our Centennial but you will have to be in
Shepparton to participate!
The Rotary Foundation is of course about much more than education. We look forward to
sharing information about all the wonderful Foundation programs at our booth in
Shepparton.

Dennis Shore
District Director Foundation
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Meet with Your
District Foundation
Team at the
Conference

Our Centennial Dinner

We are at booth number 5
It has become customary for many clubs to
lodge their annual donations to The
Foundation at the Conference.
Chris Don will be happy to receive your
pledges or cheques at our booth and your
contribution will be announced during the
conference.
Rotarians have been encouraged to make a
special donation of $26.50 this year as
acknowledgement
of
that
very
first
donation to what was to become known as
The Rotary Foundation.
Visit our booth to get your collectors’
certificate.
Your contribution of $26.50 can support the
End Polio campaign to a total value of
$79.50 through a double matching donation
from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.

"It’s not just about the money"
In addition to making the first personal
contribution to The Rotary Foundation,
Rotary founder Paul Harris also established
a charitable trust in 1944 that would
generate income for him and his wife, Jean,
until their deaths, when the remaining
balance would be given to the Rotary
Foundation
for
the
education
of
underprivileged children. Jean died in 1964,
and the Trustees accepted the bequest and
honoured Paul Harris’s request.

The Peninsular Room, Docklands for a “Night of Nights”

Others have also designated that their gift
be used to support a Rotary Foundation
program in the name of a loved one. Sir
Angus Mitchell, the first Australian to
become president of Rotary International
(1948-49), helped launch this tradition in
1949, when he established a scholarship for
an Australian student in honour of his wife,
known as the Teenie Robertson Mitchell
Memorial Fellowship, beginning a tradition
that continues to this day.
As expressed so aptly by PRIP Royce
Abbey, a bequest to The Rotary
Foundation is “our final way to make
this world a better place than we
found it”.
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Celebrating 100 years of doing good in the world
Inspiring Speakers …
Master of Ceremonies for the
evening is Amanda Drury, an
Australian journalist and news
anchor for CNBC.
Mandy has had an 18-year
career working at the pinnacle
of global business. She is a long
-time
presenter
for
CNBC
Television, and is a sought-after
speaker and moderator. Mandy
is currently based in Sydney,
but has lived and worked in New
York, Tokyo and Singapore.
Mandy considers herself lucky to
have had the life-changing
experience of being a Rotary
Exchange student to Belgium in
1991, and served as Rotex
President after returning to
Australia.

Paul Netzel, Chairman 2017-18
The Rotary Foundation, Founder
and
chair
of
Netzel
Grigsby
Associates
Inc.,
a
leading
management
consulting
firm
specialising in work with non-profit
organisations western United States,
Paul has served as mayor of Culver
City, California, and president of
Culver City’s Board of Education.
He has held leadership positions in
numerous
local
and
national
professional societies and not-forprofit boards. A Rotarian since 1968,
Paul has served as director, task
force zone coordinator, committee
chair, zone institute chair and
convener, International Assembly
moderator and chair, training leader
and District Governor.

A wonderful culinary experience….
Master Chefs Tom Milligan and Donovan Cooke will thrill your
taste buds with their three course culinary delights.
These two amazing Chefs push the boundaries of culinary
innovation with visually stunning menus and bold flavours.
Exquisite wines have been donated to add a further
dimension to your culinary experience.
Experienced and enthusiastic event managers, Alex Bialocki,
Managing Director, Encore Productions, and Barbara Adams,
both friends of Rotary, will be managing the Centennial
Celebration Dinner.

Uplifting entertainment…..
Nicholas Jones, a recipient of the
OSA/Australian Music Events “Scholar of
the Year” prize, has toured with Opera
Australia, and his performances have
been received with great acclaim.

The Choir of Hard Knocks
THE ROTARY FOUNDATION is the charitable
arm of Rotary. It is a not for profit organisation
that is supported solely by voluntary
contributions from Rotarians and friends of
Rotary who share its vision of a better world.

Multi award winning singer, conductor,
teacher, composer and recording artist,
as well as Founder and Artistic Director
of the Choir of Hard Knocks, Dr
Jonathon
Welch AM , w ill join
Danielle
Matthews,
inaugural
winner of The Rob Guest Endowment
Award and actor/singer/songwriter, to
delight and move you as they perform
their specially produced spectacular
rendition of Music of the Night from
Phantom of the Opera.

Nicholas Jones

Jonathon Welch AM

Music band Essentials will perform after
the main proceedings so that you can
dance the rest of the night away.

Danielle Matthews
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Our Foundation in 2015-16
2015-2016

Cumulative

CONTRIBUTIONS

$265.6 million

$4.1 billion

Annual Fund

$121.3 million

$2.5 billion

Endowment
Fund

$16.7 million

$291.7 million

Polio Plus Fund

$97.4 million

$1.3 billion

Other

$30.2 million

$126.2 million

The Rotary Foundation has released
its annual report for the previous
Rotary year.
GLOBAL GRANTS
Number approved
1165
Program awards
US$70 million
Average grant

US$65,155

AREA OF FOCUS

Number Amount

Basic education &
literacy

173

$10.3 m

Disease prevention &
treatment

378

$27 m

Economic & Community 165
development

$9.2 m

Maternal & child health

93

$6.9 m

Peace & conflict
prevention/resolution

84

$$3.7 m

Water & sanitation

272

$18.9 m

Your Grants so far in 2016-17
Since our last newsletter the following grants have been approved.

District Grants
Club

Local Intl Location

Description

Amount $

Bendigo



Nepal

To provide a clean water supply village of Mahankal

3,044

Kyneton



Timor Leste

Fund printing of book to be distributed to all primary
students

5,313




Supply of prevention monitors for Orthopaedic ward
Provide transitional support tool for adolescents with
Support Leadership Program at local School
Sumba
Fund two week visit of 2 Sumba Eye Care nurses
Timor Leste Fund a container of school equipment to Timor Leste

8,308
25,000
3,000
5,432
8,000

Bendigo South
Melbourne
Keilor
Kew
Melbourne





Global Grants

Description

Total Budget

3 Year Teacher Training, Tatopani Resource Centre, Myagdi District RC Kyneton and
D9800 contributions

USD74,406

Emergency surgery for Pacific Island children through ROMAC Australia (Multi District
Grant – RC Albert Park and RC Camberwell)

USD152,831

Do we make a difference? Just ask these teachers in Cambodia who were upskilled through a D9800 VTT Global Grant
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Our Recent Foundation Scholars
Global Grant Scholars

THE FOUNDATION EDUCATION EQUATION

Colette Mintz (2016-17)

Long before there was a Rotary Foundation,
Rotary had committed to become a service
organisation. Almost from that moment,
education and literacy were a priority.

Columbia University
(USA)
LLM (Refugee Law &
Policy)

Alexa Ridgway (2015-19)
University of Hong Kong
PhD—Sociology

The first large scale Foundation activity was
the Ambassadorial Scholarship program,
which went on to become the world’s largest
privately-funded
international
scholarship
program. The uniqueness of the program was
the rigorous selection process by Rotarians,
which ensured that those selected were not
just students but ambassadors of their home
countries. So it was also for other Foundation
programs.
Although international harmony appears still
to be a distant dream, think how much worse
the state of the world might be without the
millions of connections that will have been
made by the Foundation Alumni during their
programs and the enduring relationships that
were formed.

Amali Aluthgamage

Our 2016 Peace Fellow

University of Edinburgh
(Scotland)

Master of Science –
Social Anthropology

Peter was recently appointed
Western Region Division Two
Superintendent with Victoria
Police, after serving with great
distinction in the Bendigo
region.

District Grant Scholars

Peter has an outstanding
record of achievement with the
Victoria Police force in local conflict prevention/
resolution, most recently with regional
community involvement in ethnic/religious/
cultural differences.

(2015-16)

Laura Schuijers
(2016-17)

Columbia (USA)
PhD—Law (Climate
Change)

Holly Watson-Reeves

(2016-17)

McGill University
(Canada)
JD (Juris Doctor) International
Environmental Law, Space Law,
and Innovation

Laura Dumas (2016-17)
Monash University
Our inbound
Scholar from
France is doing
cutting-edge postdoctoral research
into a new avenue of laboratory
research aimed at tackling
progressive multiple sclerosis, which
is untreatable.
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Peter Greaney

Peter will attend the Professional Certificate
course at Chulalongkorn University Bangkok,
Thailand in June, 2017.

Our Alumni
The Rotary Foundation has a proud history of
having funded the participation of more than
125,000 people in its various scholarship and
vocational exchange programs.

APPROXIMATE PROGRAM TOTALS
Group Study Exchange
Participants

72,800

Ambassadorial Scholars

40,800

Rotary Peace Fellows

1,058

Rotary Volunteers

6,800

University Teachers

500

Global Grant Vocational
Training Team Participants

2,300

Global Grant Scholars

1,050

Total Foundation Alumni

125,308
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Our GVE Team

Group Vocational Exchange 2016-17

Extract from Teamleader
Michael Lapina’s report
Our recently returned
outbound team was
comprised of an Educator,
a Performance Coach, an
Audiologist, and an IT
specialist (pictured with
their Team Leader,
Rotarian Michael Lapiña).
During their four-week
exchange in the southern
part of Luzon in the
Philippines, our outbound
team was hosted by 22
clubs, visited over 40 cities,
and attended over 75
vocational engagements.
Their first week was based
in the province of Batangas
where they spent most of
their time observing and
learning how their
vocations were being
implemented within the
Philippines, identifying
quickly how they could add
value to the lives of the
Filipinos.

Rebecca & DG Neville

Jerick
Pecaso

Marife
Dapito

Nicole
Sanchez

Lzl Ampatuan
(Team Leader)

Leny
Arcenas

Farewell to GVE Team from
District 3820 in The Philippines
Our D9800 has just completed a very successful
month long GVE with a team of 4 carefully selected
and keen young professionals from D3820 in the
Philippines. DG Neville, Rebecca and Team Leader
Rotarian Lzl
Ampatuan are pictured in their
colourful company.

The following three weeks
saw all team members
providing workshops in
their various fields,
highlighting opportunities in
learning methods, building
confidence in the education
staff and students, aural
health, and providing a
consistent user experience.

The “GVE” is another Rotary abbreviation meaning “Group Vocational
Exchange” with heavy emphasis on the “V”. The aim is to have the
visitors observe, learn and be excited by at least 4 days of each week in
institutions and businesses relevant to their professions. A wide range of
experiences in the fields of water and sanitation, medical research and
nursing were all arranged through our District Vocational Committee.

At the farewell function, a
past district governor said
that the emphasis on
‘Vocations’ through the GVE
identified more
opportunities to help the
Filipino people than
previous GSEs and VTTs,
with very easy and
achievable interventions.

However, the real mark of success was highlighted when D3820 Team
Leader Lzl was asked about the whole GVE experience in our District,
replied, “perfect”.
Henry Drury, District GVE Chair

“I hope, for the sake of our
Kababayans [fellow
Filipinos], our district is
fortunate to host another
GVE soon.” said Fortunato
M. Dimayuga Jr, Past
District Governor & District
Trainer.

Without naming them but with thanks, 6 Clubs hosted the team while
here. The outings and gatherings with our Australian families rounded
the exchange by injecting a serious dose of Oz culture – the individuals
loved it.

Michael Lapiña
(Team Leader)
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