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Summer Sermons & Stuff….
by Pastor Chris Fillingham
It’s official. Pools are open. Classes are finished. Vacations are approaching. Summer is here. For a lot of
people, that means a slightly different rhythm of life for the next few months. Our rhythm around Dayspring will be a
bit different, too. There will be camps, youth activities, and Manna Fun Days. There will be a church-wide cookout at
my house this week and a pool party at the Hussung’s home in August. (Other activates change a bit too, but you’ll
have to read the whole newsletter to find out!)
One thing will not change, however. Every Sunday morning we will gather as a community to “tune our hearts
to sing God’s praise,” as the old hymn goes. Weekly worship is as ancient as our faith. It’s the rhythm that pulls us
away from all of the other agendas in our life in order to remember our One True God. It takes us out of the smallness
of our own experiences and lives and into the sacred community where our lives become part of a larger story. This
weekly rhythm of worship is the essential practice of the church. So I thought I’d tell you a bit about what to expect the
next few months.
In June I will be preaching a series on “The Sacred Text.”
Or to use a seminary word “Hermeneutics.”
Or to use a lyric, “The Bible Tells Me So…”
Or to use an old Baptist phrase, “People of the Book.”
Or maybe I’ll come up with something even more fun, like “How ancient Greek, Hebrew, and Aramaic writings
can come together to confuse the ‘Hell’ out of you to take you to ‘Heaven.’” Let’s face it: the Bible is confusing! It’s
been used and abused to support just about every position on every issue under the sun. We hear it’s important. In
fact, we’re told it’s inspired, the Word of God, holy. But handling the holy is dangerous business. So I’m going to
spend the month of June helping us develop “a consistent hermeneutic,” that is, a consistent approach to
understanding the Bible. It’s my hope that this will help us all begin to see in fresh ways the life, potency and vibrancy
that it is meant to have for our lives.
In July, we will be hearing from “Summer Voices.”
Each week there will be a different voice in the pulpit, men and women. One Sunday we will be worshiping
with our friends at Southern Union Missionary Baptist. During that month, I’ll be on a half (one-month) sabbatical,
focused on time with my wife, kids, and extended family. You’ll hear more about that in next month’s Newsletter.
(There is also an announcement about it from our Moderator, Trisha Crow, below.) For now, know that I’m grateful for
a church that offers me a sabbatical every three years. It will be strange for me to be away for an entire month, but I
know it’s healthy for my soul and ultimately healthy for our congregation.
I imagine your rhythm of life is changing with the seasons too. As our schedules change, it’s easy for the
important things to get lost. So, may you continue to keep God at the center of your life, at the center of your heart…
and the central determining factor of your summer rhythm.
The peace of Christ be yours,
~Pastor Chris

New Church Offices

Family Choir!

Yes, our church offices are now officially moved to the new
addition. You’ll find us just off the Narthex on the upper level. We
are enjoying having all the staff in one place for the first time
since 1989! Stop by for a visit and a tour of the new digs!

Sunday, June 18, 10:15
It is time once again to bring your showersinging voice to church.
If you are a Dayspring child or a parent of
Dayspring children, no matter your age or
theirs, join us on Sunday morning, June
18, for our annual Family Choir.

Old Office

New Office

We’ll rehearse a VERY simple song at
10:15 and then sing it for church. We
promise you
can learn it in
15 minutes.
Please talk to
Marsha
Hussung if you
have
questions.

Fillingham Cookout
Sunday, June 4, 5-7 pm

June at Dayspring
4

Sun.

Mara Crow’s baptism during worship.
Church-wide cook-out at the Fillinghams, 5 pm.

7

Wed.

Potluck Lunch, noon.

10

Sat.

Annual planning retreat for Leadership Team
and church staff, 8 a.m.-noon.

11

The Fillinghams are hosting a church-wide
fellowship at their home on June 4 at 5 p.m.
Please bring a side dish or dessert to share. Meat
and drinks will be provided.

Sun.

Manna Summer Fun Day, noon-5 p.m

17-23

Sat.-Fri.

Youth Passport Camp.

28-1

Wed.Sat.

Children’s YouthFront Camp.

Summer Weekly Schedule
Sundays

9:30
10:45
Noon

Sunday School
Worship Service
Coffee & Conversation

Wednesdays

10:30

Intercessory Prayer Ministry

Potluck Lunch

Wednesday, June 7
This summer we will have our Wednesday potluck
lunch on the first Wednesday of each month.
Lectionary lessons will resume in September.
Lunch is at noon—bring a dish to share.

Looking for More Pictures??
We post a lot of pictures on our Facebook page.
Be sure to visit our page regularly to keep up on
the latest news and happenings around

Welcome to Our New Members
Gary and Gale Dollar live in Glen Carbon, IL, less than 3 miles from their
grandsons, Callum and Aidan, who happen to live with Jordan and Lisa Dollar. Gary
and Gale’s other son and daughter-in-law, Nathanael and Lauren, also live nearby.
Gary and Gale met at Eastern Illinois University where Gale was finishing her
undergraduate degree in family services and Gary was working on his master’s degree
in historical administration. After marrying, Gary earned his Master of Divinity and the
Dollars worked in ministry together as Gary pastored small churches in Illinois. Gary
retired from United Way of Greater St. Louis three years ago after 30 successful years.
Unfortunately, Gary flunked retirement and works in other endeavors like adjunct
professor at Washington University’s George Warren Brown School of Social Work,
Indiana University’s Eli Lilly School of Philanthropy Lake Institute, partner with EMD
Consultants, and leadership with CBF. Gary is learning to fly fish and enjoys spending
time with family and neighbors. Gale earned her Master of Divinity and Board Certification in chaplaincy. She loves
her job as staff chaplain at St. Luke’s Hospital in Chesterfield. Gale enjoys traveling and sharing a pot of tea with
friends.
Brad and Ann Summa live in Ballwin with their children, Brett and
Morgan. Brad grew up on a family farm in Stanberry, Missouri (NW part of
the state), while Ann grew up in a subdivision in Bay City, Michigan. They met
while working as Statisticians for the US Department of Agriculture in Des
Moines, Iowa. They moved to the St. Louis area after 15 years in Washington,
DC. They enjoy home improvement projects, working out, and spending time
with friends and family. Brett is looking forward to starting 6th grade at Parkway
West Middle School, while Morgan will begin 4th grade at Mason Ridge
Elementary. They both play soccer and take horseback riding lessons. They can
usually be found first in line for snacks after worship. The Summas sincerely
appreciate the warm welcome from the members of Dayspring, and look forward
to getting to know everyone better.

West Virginia Family Mission Trip
July 31-August 4
Each year members of Dayspring travel to the mountains of West Virginia to participate in a family mission
trip. For over thirteen years we have joined together with several other churches from the East—working, worshiping,
and developing and sharing friendships together.
Our Dayspring group varies in size each year, from six to 25 people. We’ve had three-year olds and folks in
their 80’s. This is a rare opportunity for families to serve together. There is work for any skill level or interest, with a
“Music and Arts Camp” for local children and our own.
Families arrive in Philippi/Belington on Monday evening for dinner, introductions, and orientation. TuesdayFriday are work days at various sites, and Saturday we all head home. Evening meals are a time of wonderful
fellowship, sharing stories of the day, and strengthening old and new friendships.
Please talk to Marsha or Chuck Hussung for details. We would love to share with you how meaningful these
trips have been for our family over the years.

From the Moderator
by Trisha Crow
As you may know, Pastor Chris Fillingham is offered a two-month sabbatical every three years, and this is his
sabbatical year. Earlier this year, Chris worked with the Leadership team to plan his sabbatical. The purpose of a
sabbatical is two-fold: rest and professional development. To achieve both goals, Chris will be splitting his sabbatical
into two pieces. He will take the rest part this year. For the month of July, Chris will be spending time traveling with his
family. He will use the remaining part of his sabbatical next year as he writes his dissertation.

Our New Spaces!!

The nerve center—Valerie’s space

We still have some unpacking and settling in to do, but we are
occupying our new spaces. Take a look around.

Work and conference space

The pastor’s office

The music minister has a window!

The fireplace in the chapel
The nursery

One of the new storage spaces

The activity space for children

With Thanks
From George and Pat Burris: To all who shared kind words, cards and prayers during my brother's illness and
death, our heartfelt thanks and appreciation. What a wonderful church family we are blessed to be part of!
From Paul Roth and family: Thank you all for the love support, and prayers for my mom, Scottie Taylor. She
enjoyed attending Dayspring with her friend, Gerry Foulon, after Des Peres Baptist Church was closed. I know Pastor
Missey visited her after her move into Friendship Village Assisted Living. Mom greatly appreciated those visits and
the thoughts and prayers extended to her by all. We rejoice that she now dwells in the house of the Lord forever.
Peace and God Bless to all at Dayspring.
From our MOPS group: Thank you so much for opening up space for our MOPS meetings and for so generously
providing us with childcare while we meet! Having the time to gather with other moms and support each other is a gift
that we cherish. This year our group grew to 15 members who brought up to 17 kids to our Tuesday morning
meetings. Our group is open to moms with kids of all ages, not just preschoolers. Here are some words from other
MOPS members:
• “This group has been an incredible encouragement to me in a challenging season of motherhood.”
• “MOPS is my happy place. It’s safe and welcoming.”
• “MOPS inspires me to be patient and loving. It energizes me to commit myself to being a good mother, wife, and
servant for God. It recharges me with laughter and community.”

Our Youth & Children Head to Camp
Please pray for our children, youth, and adults as they travel and attend camp this month.
Youth Camp
June 17-23
Greensboro, NC
Ben Crow
Mara Crow
Jacob Dofing
Cecelia Norris
Jakob Robinson
Eliza Sullivan
Bret Summa
Liam Sullivan

Children’s Camp
June 27-30
Kansas City
Elijah Fillingham
Noelle Fillingham
Robbie Fillingham
Dylan McDonough
LaTrevan Mitchell
Madeline Sullivan
Morgan Summa

Lyndsay and Darin Williams

Chris Fillingham and Lyndsay Williams

June Birthdays
4 Patrick McDonough
8 Elliott Wakefield
10 Elim Proffitt - Allee
19 Chuck Ackerson
22 Susan McKnight
24 Julia Meckfessel

Our Average

Attendance in May:
Sunday Worship
Sunday School

81
31

Mission and Outreach
Mission Offering
Our June Mission Offering is designated for our annual Mission Trip to West Virginia this August. Your gift will
help purchase building supplies to be used by our group to repair homes in Barbour County. Make your check out
to Dayspring Baptist, designated for “West Virginia.” You may give all month.

Circle of Concern Food Pantry
Please place donations (no glass) in the bins in the narthex; remember that it is easier for volunteers if you
bring multiples of one item rather than one of each:
Current Needs: dessert mixes, baking staples (flour, sugar, soda, salt, etc.), diapers (all sizes).

Used Clothing Ministry
We collect clothing and small appliances to support the ministries of our sister ABC church, Antioch Baptist.
Please leave gently-used items in the bin in the Narthex.

Your Church Staff:
Chris Fillingham, Senior Pastor
Marsha Hussung, Music Minister
Lyndsay Williams, Youth Minister
Stephanie Allee, Accompanist
Hannah Allee, Manna Director
Valerie Strate, Administrative Assistant
Brenda Hamm, Nursery Director
Katie Schultz, Nursery Assistant

Your Leadership Team:
Trisha Crow (Worship liaison)
President/Moderator
Joan Barth (Hospitality liaison)
John Boley (Stewardship liaison)
Kate Hanch (Spiritual Formation liaison)
Jr Stover (Missions liaison)

How to Reach Us:
Phone:
Email:
Website:
Newsletter

1001 Municipal Center Dr.
Town & Country, MO 63131

314-432-1960
dayspringstl@gmail.com
dayspringstl.com
edited by Marsha Hussung

