
 
California Geographic Alliance 
at San Diego State University 

presents 

Recommended Books for  
Teaching K-5 Geography 

 
 

Kindergarten: Living and Working Together Now and Long Ago 
Title Author(s) Summary Book 

Bag? 

As the Crow Flies Gail Hartman People use maps to find their 
way. What do animals use? 

 

Children Around 
the World 

Donata 
Montanari 

This book introduces children to 
other children around the world 
to learn more about other 
customs and traditions. 

 

Geography from A 
to Z 

Jack Knowlton This picture glossary is an ABC 
book sharing definitions of 
geographic terms 

yes 

Maps and Globes Jack Knowlton Simple descriptions explain what 
maps -- in a variety of formats -- 
are and what they can help you 
do. 

 

Me on the Map Joan Sweeney This is me on a map in my 
bedroom, in my house, on my 
street, in my city, etc.  

 

Rosie’s Walk Pat Hutchins Rosie the hen leaves the 
chicken coop and sets out for a 
little walk. Right behind her is 
the fox who tries to navigate the 
obstacle course that Rosie has 
led him through. 

 

Throw Your Tooth 
on the Roof 

Selby Beeler What do you do when you lose a 
tooth? Learn about tooth 
traditions around the world. 

yes 
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Toot and Puddle Holly Hobbie Toot and Puddle are the best of 
friends. But when Toot leaves home 
to travel and see the world, Puddle 
chooses to stay at home. Just when 
Puddle begins to miss his old friend, 
he embarks on some of his own 
adventures-right at home. 

 

Where I Live Frances Wolfe The young narrator lives where 
the sun winks off the waves, 
breezes cool the evening, 
treasures are waiting to be 
discovered. 

 

 
Grade 1: A Child’s Place in Time and Space 
Title Author(s) Summary Book 

Bag? 

Amelia’s Road Linda Jacobs 
Altman 

Tired of moving around so much, 
Amelia, the daughter of migrant 
farm workers, dreams of a stable 
home. 

yes 

As the Crow Flies Gail Hartman People use maps to find their 
way. What do animals use? 

 

Children Around 
the World 

Donata 
Montanari 

This book introduces children to 
other children around the world 
to learn more about other 
customs and traditions. 

 

Geography from A 
to Z 

Jack Knowlton This picture glossary is an ABC 
book sharing definitions of 
geographic terms 

yes 

Ida Lewis and the 
Lighthouse/Ida 
Lewis y el faro  

Becky Cheston This is the true story of a young 
heroine growing up at a 
lighthouse in Rhode Island. 

yes 

Maps and Globes Jack Knowlton Simple descriptions explain what 
maps -- in a variety of formats -- 
are and what they can help you 
do. 

 

Me on the Map Joan Sweeney This is me on a map in my  
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bedroom, in my house, on my 
street, in my city, etc.  

Rosie’s Walk Pat Hutchins Rosie the hen leaves the chicken 
coop and sets out for a little walk. 
Right behind her is the fox who 
tries to navigate the obstacle 
course that Rosie has led him 
through. 

 

Throw Your Tooth 
on the Roof 

Selby Beeler What do you do when you lose a 
tooth? Learn about tooth 
traditions around the world. 

yes 

Where I Live Frances Wolfe The young narrator lives where 
the sun winks off the waves, 
breezes cool the evening, 
treasures are waiting to be 
discovered. 

 

 
Grade 2: People Who Make a Difference 
Title Author(s) Summary Book 

Bag? 

A River Ran Wild Lynne Cherry This tells the story of restoration 
and renewal of people living along 
the Nashua River in 
Massachusetts. 

yes 

Adelita Tomie dePaola A Cinderella story set in Mexico. yes 

Alice Ramsey’s 
Grand Adventure 

Don Brown In 1909, this 22-year-old became 
the first woman to drive across 
the U.S.  

yes 

Amelia’s Road Linda Jacobs 
Altman 

Tired of moving around so much, 
Amelia, the daughter of migrant 
farm workers, dreams of a stable 
home. 

yes 

As the Crow Flies Gail Hartman People use maps to find their 
way. What do animals use? 

 

Bread, Bread, Ann Morris Photos from around the world yes 
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Bread provide a glimpse into world 
cultures as well as an informative 
look at this important food. 

Children Around 
the World 

Donata 
Montanari 

This book introduces children to 
other children around the world to 
learn more about other customs 
and traditions. 

 

Geography from A 
to Z 

Jack Knowlton This picture glossary is an ABC 
book sharing definitions of 
geographic terms 

yes 

Going Home Eve Bunting Two children discover the 
meaning of home as they travel 
from California to Mexico to 
celebrate the holidays with family. 

yes 

How do you Raise 
a Raisin? 

Pam Munoz 
Ryan 

This book explains how grapes 
become raisins, who introduced 
the seedless grape, and the many 
uses for raisins. 

yes 

How to Make an 
Apple Pie and See 
the World 

Marjorie 
Priceman 

A girl travels around the world to 
collect the ingredients to make an 
apple pie. 

yes 

Ida Lewis and the 
Lighthouse/Ida 
Lewis y el faro  

Becky Cheston This is the true story of a young 
heroine growing up at a 
lighthouse in Rhode Island. 

yes 

In My Own 
Backyard 

Judi Kurjian A child gazes through a bedroom 
window and sees the backyard 
transformed to reveal what lived 
there hundreds, thousands, and 
millions of years ago. 

yes 

Jalapeno Bagels Natasha Wing The story of a boy who tries to 
decide what to bring to school to 
reflect his mixed heritage. 

yes 

Maps and Globes Jack Knowlton Simple descriptions explain what 
maps -- in a variety of formats -- 
are and what they can help you 
do. 
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Me on the Map Joan Sweeney This is me on a map in my 
bedroom, in my house, on my 
street, in my city, etc.  

 

Mufaro's Beautiful 
Daughters: An 
African Tale 

John Steptoe A Cinderella story set in Africa, 
inspired by ruins in Zimbabwe. 

yes 

Sootface Robert D. San 
Souci 

An Ojibwa Cinderella story.  yes 

Supermarket Kathleen Krull This book explains modern 
supermarkets -- how they work 
and how they are organized. 

yes 

Thank You, Sarah: 
The Woman Who 
Saved 
Thanksgiving 

Laurie Halse 
Anderson 

This is the story of Sarah Hale 
who started a letter writing 
campaign to save this U.S. 
holiday. 

yes 

The Egyptian 
Cinderella 

Shirley Climo A Cinderella Story set in Egypt 
during ancient times. 

yes 

The House on 
Maple Street 

Bonnie Pryor Two girls discover artifacts 
outside their house and begin to 
wonder what happened in this 
place over time. 

yes 

The Irish Cinderlad Shirley Climo A Cinderella story set in Ireland 
and featuring a young man. 

yes 

The Way Meat 
Loves Salt 

Nina Jaffe A Cinderella tale from the Jewish 
tradition. 

yes 

Throw Your Tooth 
on the Roof 

Selby Beeler What do you do when you lose a 
tooth? Learn about tooth 
traditions around the world. 

yes 

Too Many Tamales Gary Soto A young girls helps her mother 
make tamales for a family 
celebration and accidentally loses 
her mother’s ring... 

yes 

Tops and Bottoms Janet Stevens This trickster tale reminds 
students the value of knowing 
how food is grown. 

yes 
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Yeh-Shen Ai Ling Louie A Cinderella story set in China. yes 

 
Grade 3: Continuity and Change 
Title Author(s) Summary Book 

Bag? 

Adelita Tomie dePaola A Cinderella story set in Mexico. yes 

Alice Ramsey’s 
Grand Adventure 

Don Brown In 1909, this 22-year-old became 
the first woman to drive across the 
U.S.  

yes 

Bread, Bread, 
Bread 

Ann Morris Photos from around the world 
provide a glimpse into world 
cultures as well as an informative 
look at this important food. 

yes 

Geography from A 
to Z 

Jack Knowlton This picture glossary is an ABC 
book sharing definitions of 
geographic terms 

yes 

Going Home Eve Bunting Two children discover the 
meaning of home as they travel 
from California to Mexico to 
celebrate the holidays with family. 

yes 

Harvesting Hope: 
The Story of Cesar 
Chavez 

Kathleen Krull This tells the story of Chavez as a 
young boy who grows into a man 
with a desire to secure rights for 
farm workers. 

yes 

How do you Raise 
a Raisin? 

Pam Munoz 
Ryan 

This book explains how grapes 
become raisins, who introduced 
the seedless grape, and the many 
uses for raisins. 

yes 

How to Make an 
Apple Pie and See 
the World 

Marjorie 
Priceman 

A girl travels around the world to 
collect the ingredients to make an 
apple pie. 

yes 

In My Own 
Backyard 

Judi Kurjian A child gazes through a bedroom 
window and sees the backyard 
transformed to reveal what lived 
there hundreds, thousands, and 

yes 
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millions of years ago. 

Jalapeno Bagels Natasha Wing The story of a boy who tries to 
decide what to bring to school to 
reflect his mixed heritage. 

yes 

Mufaro's Beautiful 
Daughters: An 
African Tale 

John Steptoe A Cinderella story set in Africa, 
inspired by ruins in Zimbabwe. 

yes 

Sootface Robert D. San 
Souci 

An Ojibwa Cinderella story.  yes 

Supermarket Kathleen Krull This book explains modern 
supermarkets -- how they work 
and how they are organized. 

yes 

Thank You, Sarah: 
The Woman Who 
Saved 
Thanksgiving 

Laurie Halse 
Anderson 

This is the story of Sarah Hale 
who started a letter writing 
campaign to save this U.S. 
holiday. 

yes 

The Egyptian 
Cinderella 

Shirley Climo A Cinderella Story set in Egypt 
during ancient times. 

yes 

The House on 
Maple Street 

Bonnie Pryor Two girls discover artifacts 
outside their house and begin to 
wonder what happened in this 
place over time. 

yes 

The Irish Cinderlad Shirley Climo A Cinderella story set in Ireland 
and featuring a young man. 

yes 

The Egyptian 
Cinderella 

Shirley Climo A Cinderella Story set in Egypt 
during ancient times. 

yes 

Too Many Tamales Gary Soto A young girls helps her mother 
make tamales for a family 
celebration and accidentally loses 
her mother’s ring... 

yes 

Tops and Bottoms Janet Stevens This trickster tale reminds 
students the value of knowing 
how food is grown. 

yes 

Where I Live Frances Wolfe The young narrator lives where 
the sun winks off the waves, 
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breezes cool the evening, 
treasures are waiting to be 
discovered. 

Yeh-Shen Ai Ling Louie A Cinderella story set in China. yes 

 
Grade 4: California -- A Changing State 
Title Author(s) Summary Book 

Bag? 

All Around 
California: Regions 
and Resources 

Mir 
Tamim Ansary 
 

Easy read descriptions of 
Northern Coast, Southern Coast, 
Central Valley, HighMountains, 
Desert & Basin, explaining land, 
resources, and human interaction 
in these regions. 

 

C is for California: 
Written by kids for 
kids 

West Winds 
Press 

Simple ABC book written by 
students; text rhymes; photos 
of California places and people 

 

California History Mir Tamim 
Ansary 

Presentation of CA’s plant and 
animal species, endangered and 
extinct species, habitats and 
parks; maps integrated with 
photos and interesting sidebars 
(e.g., value of anchovies, tar pits) 

 

California: Native 
Peoples 

Stephen 
Feinstein 

Presentation of CA’s first peoples 
-- where and how they lived, 
customs, and outside influences 

 

Death Valley: A 
Day in the Desert 

Nancy Smiler This picture book is ideal for 
reluctant readers and describes 
life in the desert 

 

Esperanza Rising Pam Munoz 
Ryan 

Esperanza’s life change 
dramatically when she and her 
mother flee Mexico and travel to 
California during the Great 
Depression, and to settle in a 
camp for Mexican farm workers. 

 

G is for Golden: A David A fun alphabet book written in  
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California Alphabet Domeniconi rhyme with longer expository text 
with fun facts about CA 

Geography from A 
to Z 

Jack Knowlton This picture glossary is an ABC 
book sharing definitions of 
geographic terms 

yes 

Gold Fever Catherine 
McMorrow 

This easy reader explains the 
discovery of gold and the Gold 
Rush in CA 

 

Harvesting Hope: 
The Story of Cesar 
Chavez 

Kathleen Krull This tells the story of Chavez as a 
young boy who grows into a man 
with a desire to secure rights for 
farm workers. 

yes 

Hello Ocean Pam Munoz 
Ryan 

Beautifully illustrated book with 
simple prose describes life on the 
beach and focuses on senses 

 

How do you Raise 
a Raisin? 

Pam Munoz 
Ryan 

This book explains how grapes 
become raisins, who introduced 
the seedless grape, and the many 
uses for raisins. 

yes 

Island of the Blue 
Dolphins 

Scott O’Dell The story of Karana, a young 
Indian girl, who spent 18 years 
deserted on an island off the 
California coast.  

 

Kai’s Journey to 
Gold Mountain: 
An Angel Island 
Story 
 

Katrina S. 
Saltonstall 
Currier 
 

The story of a young boy who 
travels from China to San 
Francisco to meet his father, but 
is detained at Angel Island before 
the two are reunited 

 

Mojave Diane Siebert Beautifully written poem and 
Illustrations describing the 
Mojave Desert 
 

 

Never Turn Back: 
Father Serra’s 
Mission 

Jim Rawls This book describes the life of the 
Spanish priest who established 
missions in California in the late 
eighteenth century and discusses 
the lack of understanding between 
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him and the Indians he came to 
convert. 

Our California Pam Munoz 
Ryan 

This picture book features a short 
poem about places in CA from 
south to north. Follow the book to 
follow travel through the state 
highlighting key locations 
 

 

Pasquala: The 
Story of a California 
Indian Girl 

Gail Faber & 
Michele 
Lasagna 

A young Yokuts Indian girl 
describes her life on the shores of 
Old Buena Vista Lake in central 
California and the events that led 
her to a Spanish mission outside 
the world of her people. 

 

Patty Reed’s Doll: 
The Story of the 
Donner Party 

Rachel K. 
Laurgaard 

This is the story of eight-year-old 
Patty Reed, as told by her doll, 
who was stranded with the 
Donner Party in the Sierra 
Nevada during a snowstorm. 

 

People of California Mir Tamim 
Ansary 

The diversity, movement, cultural 
groups, and achievements of 
people of California are featured 
in this book. 

 

Quake! Disaster in 
San Francisco, 
1906 

Gail Langer 
Karwoski 

This chapter book tells the story of 
a young boy on April 18, 1906, in 
San Francisco when the great 
earthquake struck. 

 

Sierra Diane Siebert A beautifully written poem and 
illustrations describe life in the 
Sierra Nevada 
 

 

Ten Mile Day: And 
the Building of the 
Transcontinental 
Railroad 

Mary Ann 
Fraser 

This picture book tells about the 
last big push to complete the 
building of the first 
transcontinental railroad 

 

The California Gold 
Rush 

Pam Zollman This book describes the discovery 
of gold, Gold Rush, and impact on 
CA in mini chapters. 
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The Rainbow 
Bridge 

Audrey Wood This Chumash creation tale 
describes how people came to 
earth and moved from Santa Cruz 
Island to populate the mainland of 
CA, and explains people’s 
connection to dolphins 

 

Uniquely California Stephen 
Feinstein 

Features of California that make 
this state unique are presented -- 
from scenic wonders to sports, 
businesses to entertainment, and 
architecture to earthquakes. 

 

 
Grade 5: U.S. History and Geography -- Making a New Nation 
Title Author(s) Summary Book 

Bag? 

Alice Ramsey’s 
Grand Adventure 

Don Brown In 1909, this 22-year-old became 
the first woman to drive across 
the U.S.  

yes 

If America Were a 
Village: A Book 
about the People of 
the United States  

David Smith Imagine America’s population 
represented in a village of 100 
people. What would those 100 
people look like and be like? 

 

If the World Were a 
Village 

David Smith Imagine the world’s population 
represented in 100 people. Where 
would they be living? What 
languages would they speak? 
What religions would they 
practice? 

 

Journeys in Time: A 
New Atlas of 
American History  

Susan Buckley 
& Elspeth 
Leacock 

This unique atlas takes you on 
twenty journeys that shaped our 
national past, allowing you to 
follow in the footsteps of the real 
people who made American 
history. 

 

Kids Make History: 
A New Look at 
America's Story  

Susan Buckley 
& Elspeth 
Leacock 

Exciting stories about children in 
history are mapped out in this 
unique atlas format. 
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Places in Time: A 
New Atlas of 
American History 

Susan Buckley 
& Elspeth 
Leacock 

This atlas describes twenty sites 
where American history was 
made. Each page opens a 
window to the past, where you 
can find out just what it was like to 
live in one place on one day in our 
nation’s history. 
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