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What Can a Church Do with $1,797,612?
All of our 2018 budget requests have been submitted to
the Budget Planning Committee. The total of the requests
is $1,797,612. What can our church do if we fully pledge
these requests?

• The 2018 budget requests will allow the church to
increase its missions involvement here in
Birmingham with the Firehouse Shelter, the Bethany
home, the Lovelady Center, the Greater Birmingham
Ministries, and Weekenders Backpack program for local
students. The requests also allow for increased
missions involvement in Alabama in Perry County.
• The 2018 requests will allow the church to increase
its connection and discipleship ministry with
children, youth, and senior adults.
• The 2018 requests will allow the church to increase
its care and stewardship of its resources of
facilities, property, and employees.
These requests are $54,925 more than our current
budget. That is a small 3% increase over our current
budget. Please pray about increasing your pledge this year
by 3%.
Only Two Sundays Left in Our Season of Pledging
We are asking every member to consider pledging to our
2018 ministries between now and Sunday, October 15.
Thank you to all of you who have already pledged.

You may turn in your pledge in any of the
following ways:
Email the financial secretary with your pledge amount
at karen@vhbc.com.
Mail your pledge to the Financial Office, 2600
Vestavia Drive, 35216.
Put your pledge card in the offering plate during the
worship service.
Drop your pledge card in the little model church on
October 15, when we celebrate our commitment
day. We will invite everyone to come forward that
day in a spirit of offering not only of pledges, but
for those who have already made a financial pledge,
we will offer prayers for our church, make
commitments of time or involvement in a ministry
or to a personal commitment for spiritual growth
and dedication.
Bring your pledge card into the office and give it
directly to our financial secretary, Karen Caputo.
If you need information from the Financial Office, such as
the amount of your current pledge, call 979-5920. You may
pledge anytime between now and Sunday, October 15.
Together, we can insure the foundations of our ministry
together for this next year.

Our pledge total as of Monday’s mail is $754,472 .

The Shepherd’s e-Ncourager — Dr. Gary A. Furr
The Mystery of Iniquity
in a Violent World
Violence in our society is a perplexing reality. If we
look at it in terms of statistics, there is less killing and
crime in many categories than in many years. When we
see the daily litany of murder stories on the news,
though, and compare our nation to other nations, we
are appalled at the spectacles of Newtown and Orlando
and now Las Vegas. In every case, our own people take
up weapons of mass violence and irrationally rain death
upon the innocent.
Phone 205-979-5920

Email martha@vhbc.com

We try to understand the motives. Often it is some
misguided sense of revolution or cause, but more often
than not, it is rooted in a broken mind, disconnected
finally from reality and responsibility or planted deeply
in the fertile garden of anger and grudges. Sometimes
there is simply no answer at all.
In the early 17th century, Thomas Helwys, one of
our first Baptist ancestors, wrote a tract called “The
Mystery of Iniquity.” While he was writing from prison
about the injustice of religious persecution, he took the
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title from 1 Thessalonians 2:7. Paul speaks of the mystery
of lawlessness and evil in the world, where oppression,
murder and corruption destroys the intention of God for
humanity.
Our country has been battered in the last month—
three devastating storms and now a senseless act of
violence, the taking of so many beautiful and productive
lives for no apparent reason, and certainly for no worthy
one. There are resentments and causes and conflicts in the
world, but the way of unforgiveness, irrational hate,
murder and violence, the enemies of the way of Jesus,
finally make no sense. They are
This shadow of
the mystery of all that is against
iniquity threatens to God’s purposes.
end all that we know
We mourn today, again,
exhausted
with mourning, a
and love unless we
world
of
constant
grieving and
repent and believe.
creation of new pain and
grudges. The gospel (good news) of Jesus is not a mere
hobby for certain personalities. We are in a deadly earnest
contest of reality, one that needs us to tell and live and
mend and pray. We live in the shadow of iniquity that
threatens to end all that we know and love unless we repent

and believe and renew our common and individual lives.
Laws are needed but they will not finally solve lawlessness
alone. We need transformation of the human heart.
To the victims of Las Vegas, we offer our prayers and
hear a call to stand clearly for life, for healing, for
repentance and faith. Only these can sustain us.
Will Our Children Have Faith?
This Sunday I will begin a new sermon series entitled,
“Will Our Children Have Faith?” As we face one of the
most challenging eras of human history, what is required of
us to invite the next generation to a robust and living faith?
What is that faith? What is asked of each of us to
communicate it effectively?
I want to share from my heart about the essence of the
Christian faith from scripture, through a definition of our
common faith, and an invitation into decisive and faithful
living for these days. I hope you will be a part of this
important series as we examine the foundations of faith, the
problem of sin and the nature of the Christian life together.
Gary

Staff Anniversary
Martha Neill Celebrates
Fifteen Years on Our Staff
This summer, Martha Neill
celebrated her fifteenth anniversary
as the Administrative Support staff
person for our Pastor and Minister of
Music. Over the years, she has
become known to our membership
as a person of compassion,
gregariousness, quick wit, and sharp
mind. Her ability to juggle the
demands and complexity of the
ministries of the Pastor and the
Minister of Music is a hallmark of her
work and her love for our church. It
has been said that the secret of

success for a person in Martha’s role
is to be able to know everything
about the church while also being
able to say nothing about it. By that
measure, Martha is definitely a
success. We congratulate her on
fifteen years and thank her for her
love and service.
This Sunday, October 8, at the
close of the morning worship
service, we will recognize her
fifteenth anniversary on our staff.
Take time this week to personally
express your appreciation to Martha.

Kids’ Night Out at VHBC!
For age 3 to Grade 6
Friday, Nov. 17, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Cost of $10 per child includes
pizza & snacks. Please make reservations by 12 Noon on
Wednesday, November 15. Contact Nancy Akins.

New Sessions for Adults
Starting October 11
Three of our very capable teachers
provide leadership for Sessions in
October and November. Dale
Tadlock and Jess Nix will be leading
adults through some timely podcasts
to teach and discuss relevant biblical
truths for the life of faith. And Scott
McGinnis once again brings history
leaping off the pages with his study on
the Reformation...because, (Did you
know?), we’re in the year that marks
the 500th anniversary of the Protestant
Reformation—a pretty big deal, if you
think about it. Great options for you,
October 11 through November 1 at
6:00 on Wednesdays. Before that, we
have a one-night focus on mission sites
in India, Spain, and Slovakia on
October 4.

Our Church Family: Prayer Concerns and more
Members in the Hospital
*Jenna Cassese, Grandview, Rm. 822
*Leon Nix, St. Vincent’s, Rm. 733

Members at Home
Sam Brown
Zelle Buckner
Sybil Cox
Virginia Deaton
Mary Easterwood
Agnes Fuchs
Freida Gammill
*Mike Griggs
Sarah Page Harvey
Charlotte Kyser
Al Lowery

Wes Nastiuk
Grace Oliver
Nora Ousley
William Poe
Jo Powell
Ellen Smith
*Cathy Stewart
Alicia Stigler
Margaret Walker
Maxine Womble
*added this Variations

Welcome, New Members:
Alex Johnson
6304 Tree Crossings Parkway
Birmingham, AL 35244

Special Prayer Lunch
Tuesday, October 24
Details at right.

Christian Sympathy to:
Barrett and Grayson Moran in the
death of their aunt, Christina Miles,
on September 20.
Billie Lochamy and family in the
deaths of her sister-in-law, Vicky
Bailey, on September 29 and of her
cousin, Cecilia, on September 28.

Congratulations to:
Martha Neill in the birth of a
grandson, Daniel Grey Southern, on
September 21. Proud parents are
Aaron and Allison Southern.

Fall Fest
Sunday, October 29, 4-6 p.m.

SPECIAL PRAYER LUNCHEON
Building Blocks for Nurturing
Healthy Sexual Development
and Boundaries in Childhood
Sunday, October 22, at 8:45 a.m.
in the Adult Seminar Room
We teach our children about a lot of
things as they grow. We want them
to be prepared, educated and
confident in every way. Many times,
however, we struggle to do this in
the area of sexuality and sexual
safety. It's difficult for most adults to
talk with their kids about these
topics. Our discomfort often teaches
our kids to avoid talking with us
about their sexual questions and
concerns. Please join us for a discussion
on building a positive and open path for
communication for parents and kids to
tackle issues of sexual development.

Saturday, October 7, 9:30-11
Children’s Activity Room
RSVP with Nancy Akins for
brunch & child care.

Baier Brooks
1628 Dobbs Lane
Birmingham, AL 35216

Mark your calendar!
Children’s Sabbath
Sunday, October 22

Mom’s Brunch

Vestavia Hills Service Day
VHBC will connect with local
partners for a morning of ministry
benefiting those in our community
who have need. Stay tuned for
details. Save the date! Saturday,
November 4, starting at 8:30 a.m.
Volunteers are needed in Worship
Care ministry, which provides a
secure environment for
preschoolers while their parents
participate in Worship. If you are
willing to teach any age Babies up
to age 4, six times per year, please
contact Nancy Akins.

Tuesday, October 24
12 Noon
You are invited to attend a special
lunch to pray for our children. Please
order your Chick Fil A boxed lunch
at vhbc.com (Announcements
on the home page). Beverages will
be provided. Cost: $5, payable at the
door. Please make this opportunity a
priority in your schedule!
Ministry Budget Offering
Budget Needs This Year $1,340,628
Budget Given This Year $1,220,230
Unified Missions Offering
Goal
$34,000
Given to Date
$22,014
Permanent Endowment Fund
Given To Date
$287,943

October 11
Fried chicken, potatoes with
cheese, green beans, apple pie
Volunteers
Marilyn Tinnermon,
Barbara Kimbrel,
Rosemary Bamberg,
Mindy Bodenhamer

October 18
Roast beef, potatoes au gratin,
broccoli, Boston cream pie
Volunteers
Bob & Martha Eskew,
JoAnne Delohery,
Christina Ellis

Week of October 5-11

ON THE Church Calendar

Sunday, October 8
8:45 Bible Study
10:00 Worship Service
3:30 Women’s Bible Study
5:00 Deacons Meeting
5:00 YOSE—Youth
6:00 Min. of Music Search Comm.
Monday, October 9
9:00 GA/RA Food Bank day—
details below
10:00 Lovelady Center Bible Study
Tuesday, October 10
9:30 International Friends
11:30 Prayer for Global Missions
6:30 Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday, October 11
6:30 Prayer Breakfast
10:30 Pastor’s Bible Study
4:30 Supper line open
5:30 Music for PS3-Grade 6
6:00 RAs (4th-6th) to Firehouse Shelter
6:00 Wednesday Sessions—Adults
6:00 Wednesday Retreat—Youth
6:15 Mission Friends, G.A., R.A.s
7:00 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Week of October 12-18

Sunday, October 15
8:45 Bible Study
10:00 Worship Service—Pledge Day
3:30 Women’s Bible Study
5:00 YOSE—Youth
Monday, October 16
8:00 Church of the Reconciler
9:30 Women’s Bible Study
10:00 Lovelady Center Bible Study
4:00 428—Youth
Tuesday, October 17
9:30 International Friends
Wednesday, October 18
6:30 Prayer Breakfast
10:30 Pastor’s Bible Study
4:30 Supper line open
5:30 Music for PS3-Grade 6
6:00 Budget Planning Committee
6:00 Wednesday Sessions—Adults
6:00 Wednesday Retreat—Youth
6:15 Mission Friends, G.A., R.A.s
7:00 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

GA/RA/Youth Service Day at Community Food Bank
Monday, October 9. A great way to spend your Columbus Day:
discover how meaningful it is to help meet hunger needs in our
city. Meet at the church at 9:00. We’ll head to the Food Bank
then have lunch and return to the church around noon.
Children must be 8 years old or older to work at the Food
Bank. 1st-3rd graders must be accompanied by a parent or
guardian (can be a friend’s parent). Any adults (parents,
teachers) are welcome to join us at the Food Bank!

Volunteers in Service for the Week of October 8

Deacons of the Week: John Chandler SUN., Cathy Compher WED.
Counting Team: Alynn LeBerte, Jerry Pittman
Flower Committee: Elizabeth Hamilton & Lisa Speegle
Shuttle Service: Cris Speegle, Julia Vines, John Wood
Sound Technology: Hal David, Pete LeBerte

Worship Care
Babies
Ones
Preschool 2
Preschool 3-4
Kindergarten
Preschool Desk
Children’s Desk

Jane Helms, need 1 worker
Sara McFarland, need 1 worker
Brandi Brownell, Betsy Stockdale
Ashley Hattaway, need 1 worker
Cathy Donze, Kathryn Stewart
Mary Cherry
Mel Crowder

Volunteers in Service for the Week of October 15

Deacons of the Week: Merryl Cooper SUN., Melanie Crowder WED.
Counting Team: Taylor Burton, Steve White
Flower Committee: Ashley Bates & Jennifer Jaquess
Shuttle Service: Craig Youngblood, Jeff Baker, Dave Bamberg
Sound Technology: Youth

Worship Care
Babies
Ones
Preschool 2
Preschool 3-4
Kindergarten
Preschool Desk
Children’s Desk

Mindy Bodenhamer, Billie Lochamy
Jack & Tricia Stevens
John & Virginia Wood
Brad & Rachel Farley
Craig & Allison Youngblood
Dick Bodenhamer
Carol Smith
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YOUR MINISTRY STAFF
Gary A. Furr, Pastor
K. Dennis Anderson, Administrative Pastor
Nancy Akins, Minister to Preschool/Children

Andy Farmer, Minister to Students
Mike McBrayer, Minister of Discipleship and Missions
Beth McGinnis, Organist

Inside this issue
√ Update on season of pledging
√ Mom’s Brunch Oct. 7
√ November Service Day
√ October 22 seminar for parents
√ Staff anniversary
The next issue of Variations will be
October 17, 2017. Please request space by
Friday, October 13.

