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Name  Susanne van der Veen
publons.com/a/1116387/

Current position  
Second year Ph.D. student, 
Health Science, University of 
Salford. 

Area of expertise  
Human movement science, 
specifically control of walking, 
ANDadaptations of walking 
(balance neuro-motor control, 
cognition, reaction time) in 
stroke survivors. 

No. of reviews  
I have helped with two reviews, 
my PhD supervisor asks me 
to review them & we  discuss 
out opinions and results, she 
then notes my name when she 
hands it in at the journal.

WHY IS PEER 
REVIEW 
IMPORTANT?
I think peer reviewing is 
important to make sure that 
research stays applicable 
and understandable by non-
researchers. Where academics 
are educated to be critical, 
practitioners often are not.

Articles are easily 
misinterpreted, and, especially 
in health-care, this could 
have tremendous effects for 
individual patients.

WHAT’S THE MOST 
CHALLENGING PART OF 
YOUR WORK RIGHT NOW?

For me the biggest challenge 
is writing good articles that will 
get accepted by good journals. 

As I am now in my second year 
of my PhD, the first results are 
coming out and I need to start 

communicating my research to 
the world.  

I think it is really important to 
publish in a good journal that 
fits the target audience. But 
more so, it is quite a challenge 
to get your thoughts on paper 
in a way that people are going 
to understand.

DO YOU HAVE ANY FEARS 
AROUND PEER REVIEW?

There is actually not just one 
fear; it is an accumulation of 
things. 

First, I will probably review an 
article from someone who has 
a lot more experience than 
me, so why would that person 
even bother to consider my 
feedback? 

Then, the chances are quite 
high the paper was authored 
by a colleague I actually know. 
I know reviewing is quite often 
anonymous, but still, it might be 

the person sitting next to you at 
the following conference.  

“And then, probably my 
biggest fear: what if I 
don’t understand the 
article at all…” 
 It is probably not a grounded 
fear at all, but it is something 
that creeps into my mind. 
The idea you accept to review 
something and it is not at all 
what you expected, of course 
this can be as much a flaw of 
the writers as yours, after all 
they made it sound like you 
would be able to do it. But as 
an inexperienced reviewer, it is 
quite scary to put your thoughts 
out there, nobody has to 
appreciate them in the end.

Thanks so much Susanne for 
joining in on the conversation 
about Peer Review.
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