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Students’ interactions and relationships with teachers can either produce or inhibit achievement as well 

as behavioral and emotional health. Teachers’ interactions with students stimulate critical thinking and 

convey new knowledge, organize attention and student effort, and motivate, engage and support.  

It is not surprising that measures of teacher-child interactions account for much of teachers’ impacts 

on educational outcomes. A cluster of experimental and well-designed descriptive studies show that 

teacher-child interactions account for gains of up to a year’s progress on standardized tests, with even 

greater effects accruing to more disadvantaged children.  

In fact, findings are almost uniform in demonstrating significant and meaningful benefits to children 

when teacher-child interactions are supportive, organized, and cognitively stimulating.  
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Only about 3 percent of the contribution teachers made to student learning was associated with 

teacher experience, degree attained, and other readily observable characteristics. (see Figure 1).  
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Measures Developed by Robert C. Pianta, Ph.D. 

Classroom Assessment Scoring System™ (CLASS) 

CLASS is an observational instrument developed at the Curry School’s Center for Advanced Study of Teaching and Learning 

(CASTL), University of Virginia.  The program is used to assess teacher-student interactions in PK-12 classrooms and in settings 

serving infants and toddlers.  It describes multiple dimensions of interaction that are linked to student achievement and develop-

ment and has been validated in over 6,000 classrooms.  CLASS can be used to reliably assess classroom quality for research and 

program evaluation and also provides a tool to help new and experienced teachers become more effective. 

CLASS™ is the only observational teacher-assessment tool that captures teacher behaviors linked to students gains and that has 

been proven to work in tens of thousands of classrooms, from preschool to high school and beyond.  

For more information on Pianta, et.al research see:  http://curry.virginia.edu/research/centers/castl/projects/teacher-

development 
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