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The courthouse, a county's primary public facility, stands sentinel over the time and place. Inside its walls
disputes are arbitrated, marriages and deeds are registered, and the clerks quietly record the myriad details
of contemporary life that fall within the court's purview. Judges sentence transgressors to jail, that forlorn
public building shunted off to the side like an unwelcome dinner guest.
The Court ofPleas and Quarter Sessions and the Superior Court were the primary antebellum and Civil War
judicial proceedings. The former performed a number of functions that today are not associated with the
responsibilities of a court, such as levying taxes to support the county's public infrastructure, authorizing
repair and construction of public buildings, appointing road overseers, and designating patrollers and
constables. A careful reading of the period minutes of this court yields significant information on the
courthouses and jails, and documents the first steps taken to care for the poor and the emergence of the
county school system. The public laws and petitions, housed in the North Carolina State Archives, tell us
much about our county seats and public life, and supplement nicely the treasure trove of events registered
at the court.
The Superior Court, on the other hand, carried the' big judicial stick by hearing criminal cases and serious
civil litigation. While interesting, this court's minutes reveal nothing about the burgeoning public
infrastructure of the antebellum years.
Unless otherwise specified, references to court minutes or, simply, to the court in this article relate to the
Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions.
Weynette Parks Haun has transcribed the early court minutes (1736-1804) in a six-volume work entitled
Hyde County, North Carolina Court Minutes, a wonderful source for those researching early county history.
Part of the information on Germantown was obtained from this source.
This article will focus on the county seats of Germantown, Lake Landing, and Swan Quarter, and the state
laws and Hyde County court rulings that spanned the period 1820-65. Before turning our attention to that
period, we must touch upon Bath and Woodstock to maintain the proper balance of continuity.
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IT. COUNTY SEATS: PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND POLmCS
A. WOODSTOCK
1. BATH AND A NEW TOWN CALLED WOODSTOCK
Hyde Precinct formed part of Bath County during North Carolina's early colonial period, and the precinct's
court business was conducted at the Bath County Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions. The volume of
business being conducted necessitated a separate courthouse, and, pursuant to a deed dated March 1, 1736,
William Webster and his wife Ann Webster conveyed a half-acre lot to Samuel Sinclare [sic] and several
other individuals acting as Trustees in Commission for the Precinct of Hyde. The deed was after the fact for
the courthouse already stood on the site, which formed part of William Webster's plantation. An act of the
1738 North Carolina General Assembly took matters a step further and authorized the establishment of a
town called Woodstock in the plantation area around the courthouse.
2. PETITION TO SHIFT THE COUNTY SEAT TO CURRITUCK
AND A COUNTER PETIDON TO REMAIN IN WOODSTOCK
The location of the public buildings became a divisive issue along the way, and some county inhabitants
petitioned the Governor and the Assembly to move the courthouse and other public buildings to New
Currituck (in the western portion ofthe contemporary county). A number ofHyde County citizens submitted
a counter petition, urging Governor Josiah Martin (1771-75) and the Assembly not to remove the center
of public activity from Woodstock.
The counter petitioners reasoned that the New Currituck area was subject to flooding, rendered impassable
by swamps, and made uninhabitable during the wapn season by mosquitoes. Furthermore, the argument
went, the Woodstock public buildings were "good and substantial," and the removal of them to another
location would be at great expense and "would destroy and punish the greater part of the inhabitants of the
county and only please a few disaffected and whimsical and fickle people."
3. SIGNERS IN FAVOR OF WOODSTOCK
Among the signers of the second petition were Rotheas Latham, Thomas Jordan, Benjamin Hollowell,
Seth Hovey, Daniel Martin, Phineas Latham, John Harvey, John Gaylard, William Gurganus,
William Hollowell, W. Gibbs, William Galloway, Henry Gibbs Sr., Joseph Gibbs Jr., Cason Gibbs,
John Moore, Christopher Spencer, Major Clark, Jonathan Gurganus, Joseph Cordon, William
Adams, Thomas Leath, Zachariah Barrow, Robert Windfield, William Connor, John Cleeves, John
Capps, Ezekiel Chambers, Moses Windly, Joseph Gurganus, William Wright, Thomas Windly, John
Davis, Samuel Mandorel, Thomas Gaylard, Frederick Flinn, Benjamin Flinn, Winfield Gaylard,
George Barrow, John Jordan, Jacob Durden, William Wooten, John Webster, Samuel Davis, Stephen
Smith, Benjamin Foreman, and several others. Many of these signers appear to have resided in and around
Woodstock, as one would expect.
The counter petitioners prevailed, as the county seat was to remain in Woodstock for another fifteen years.
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4. LAKE LANDING ELECTIONS
Although the petitioners failed in their efforts to get the county seat moved out of Woodstock, distance
remained a viable issue, especially for those residing in the eastern end of the county. Finally, enough
political pressure was applied, and a partial solution was found.
HWhereas the most eastern part of the county of Hyde is at so great a distance from the place of holding
elections, and a dangerous passage of water by fifty miles distance through a very rude sound," began the
General Assembly act passed onJanuary 6, 1787, authorizing local inhabitants to vote in the annual elections
"at the house of Mr. Jefferys [or Jefferies, as it was spelled in another document] at the Lake Landing on
Mattamuskeet." This was a shot across the bow of Woodstock on the part of those advocating a transfer of
the county seat, and it ultimately contributed to the relocation of the county seat.
5. f<lRE AND THE MOVE TO CURRITUCK
The court minutes reveal that judicial proceedings were held in Woodstock through the February 1791 Term
of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions. The courthouse was destroyed by [lTe, which served as the
catalyst for an act of legislation authorizing the removal of the courthouse and other public buildings to a
location in the Currituck area ofHyde County. Tills legislation indicated that a private home in Woodstock
was being used as a courthouse after the fire.

B. GERMANTOWN
1. 1790 GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACT

An act of the 1790 General Assembly authorized moving the county court from Woodstock to Bell's Bay
or Jasper's Creek, and building a new courthouse, jail, and stocks. In order to fmance the new facilities, the
legislation authorized a tax of three shillings on each and every poll"and one shilling on each and every 100
acres ofland fo~ the year 1790, and two shillings on every poll and eight pence on every 100 acres of land
for 1791.
The act appointed William~ussell,Germain Barnard, Benjamin Russell, Dixon Bell, and James Jasper
as Commissioners to identify a new site. The act specified that the remains of the old courthouse were to
be used in the construction of the new one and empowered the Commissioners to sell the public lot in
Woodstock where the courthouse stood and apply the funds against the cost of the new facility.

2. SITE ON THE LAl\ffi OF GERMAIN BERNARD
The Commissioners, pursuant to the act of the General Assembly, identified a two-acre tract on the land of
Germain Bernard as the most convenient place to erect the courthouse, jail, and stocks, as recorded on
March 3, 1791. Through a deed made on March 4, 1791, and registered August 4 of the same year, Bernard
conveyed the two acres to the Justices of Hyde County for the purpose of constructing the public buildings
in question.
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The minutes verify that the May 1791 Term of the court was the first to convene in Currituck. According
to the 1790 act, the first court was to be held on the land of Southey Rew, and the court minutes reflect that
the August 1791 court was held on his land, but made no mention of this particular site regarding the May
session.
3. TOWN OF GERMANTOWN
The May 1791 court exempted Dixon Bell's and John Bell's hands (in this and any similar context hands
probably referred to slaves) from working on the main road so that they could open a road from the main
road to the place where the courthouse and prison were to be erected. The court further ruled that 12 men
be summoned to layoff the new road with the assistance of the hands of a Mr. Partridge (probably Jesse
Partridge). J. Jasper (probably James Jasper, a former sheriff) was appointed overseer of this road project,
a prelude to the establishment of a village.
An act of the General Assembly, first read and passed in the House of Commons on December 29, 1791,
and in the Senate on December 31, 1791, authorized that the town of Germaintown be established on 30
acres of land made available for that purpose by Bernard. Over the years the spelling evolved into
Germantown, which is the CUlTent name of the area, although a village no longer exists. (The current spelling
will be used henceforth in this article.)
The village was laid out in numbered lots. The November 1795 court authorized George Howard to operate
a tavern in Germantown. Howard, Martin Shoot, Simon Fortescue, Francis K. Moore, James C. Craig
or Craige, James Hays, and John Gaylard were among those acquiring lots in Germantown. The
November 1798 court appointed Moore as county jailer.
4. GERMANTOWN BOUNDARIES
The February 1799 court purported to mark out and establish the proper bounds for the county of Hyde,
according to Book VI of Hyde County, North Carolina Court Minutes 1798-1804, but the described
boundaries clearly apply to the village of Germantown. The bounds began at the water's edge near John
Gaylard's store and ran a direct course to include Gaylard's dwelling house and that of James C. Craig
or Craige and the store occupied by James Hays, and from the right corner of that store ran a direct line to
the water's edge to include and adjoin Martin Shoot's house, then to the water's edge at the edge of that
corner with the water to the point opposite George Howard's house to include this house and from thence
to the water's edge to the beginning.
5. NEW COURTHOUSE IN GERMANTOWN
The February 1792 court passed a tax to pay for the new courthouse, jail, and stocks, i.e., three shillings on
the poll and one shilling on every 100 acres of land for 1791. The monies raised were to supplement the 190
pounds and 15 shillings contributed by the General Assembly. The evidence suggests the courthouse was
being completed by 1794, as the May court of that year ordered that it be underpinned with 12 brick pillars
at least four feet in length and of sufficient thickness to provide the necessary structural support.
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The May 1797 court authorized certain repairs to the courthouse and an addition with an inside chimney and
one good window of hard timber on each side. The repair work entailed a pair of stairs, two windows up
above in each end of the courthouse, an elevation of the courthouse on good staunch brick pillars seven feet
from the ground, and necessary departments in the Clerk's office to keep different papers.
Two years later, the May 1799 court allowed William Richard Jasper 10 shillings for burning and clearing
around the courthouse. At the next court, in August 1799, the Treasurer ofPublic Buildings verified that the
courthouse needed several panes of glass, a coat of tar on the exterior, seals underneath, rubbish removal,
steps repaired, and cleaning and washing of the entire building, all at an estimated cost of 20 pounds.
Acting on a motion, the May 1804 court ordered that Henry Tuley pay John Jordan a sum of money
appropriated by the General Assembly for the repair of public buildings. Jordan agreed with the court to
enclose the space between the jury room, stairs and clerk's office in the courthouse, and to include door
locks and hinges and shelves in the Register's office as recommended by the Clerk.
The Germantown courthouse remained in use after the 1820 act transferring the county seat to Lake Landing.
An act of the 1826 General Assembly authorized that the Germantown courthouse and jail serve as a poor
house. The August 1827 probate court was held at the Germantown courthouse.
The August 1827 Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions allowed Daniel Seabrook to build a shop on the
public ground in Germantown and operate it until the lot was sold or otherwise disposed of.
6. GERMANTOWN JAJL

During the nineteenth century, the Hyde County public jails were subject to regular inspections by the grand
jury, which normally submitted a report on its findings to the Superior Court. Typically, the court system
would authorize appointed citizens or county officials to undertake any necessary repairs.
The grand jury sitting at the November 1818 term of the Superior Court reported "the jail of our county is
in a desperate state, not sufficient to hold any person in safety whatever, and appears to be in a very dirty
state, neglected altogether by every person." The dreadful news was signed by David Gibbs Jr., Caleb
Spencer, Ambrose Gibbs, Thomas Windfield, William J. Russell, B. E. Mallison, Robert Silverthorn,
William O'Neal, Nathaniel Tooley, William Gurganus, Thomas Moore, James Adams, Thomas
Harris, and several others whose signatures are indecipherable.
Based on their report, the county had a new jail built in Gennantown by 1820. Even though the county seat
was to move shortly to Lake Landing, it continued to be used for a period of years thereafter. Mary Bell
served as the jailer during the early 1820s. Mary Bell may have been the widow ofE. Bell who came into
court (August 1817 term) and entered a dissent against the will of her late husband.

7. CLOSING OF THE DOOR
A population expansion toward the c~ntral and eastern portions of the county shifted the political and
economic power. Distance remained a potent factor, and the resulting pressure forced a relocation of the
county seaL
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C. LAKE LANDING
1. LEGISLATION MOVING THE COUNTY SEAT TO LAKE LANDING
An 1820 act of the General Assembly appointed Green Carrowon, Hugh Jones, Joseph Masters,
Jonathan Harris, David Gibbs Sr., Samuel Gibbs Sr., and Daniel Murray Commissioners to establish
a site at the Lake Landing, or within two miles thereof, for the public buildings of Hyde County. The law
authorized these Commissioners to contract for the construction of a courthouse and jail, and further decreed
that that the county Court of Pleas and Quarter sessions should hold its first session in 1823 at the new
courthouse. An 1823 amendment added William Watson and Willoughby Higson to the original
Commissioners and empowered all of them to sell the former courthouse and jail and the public square on
which they stood.
2. SITE FOR NEW PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN LAKE LANDING
Pursuant to a deed registered on June 6, 1821 (Book S, p. 99), the original Commissioners recorded that they
had identified a site on the land of Riley Murray as the suitable location for the public buildings of the
county, said lot beginning at a post standing in the side of the public road in Hugh Jones' line and running
south nine degrees and east fifteen degrees and six-tenths poles, thence west fifteen degrees and six-tenths
poles, then north nine degrees and west fifteen and six-tenths poles and thence to the first station, containing
one and a half acres. As the following survey from Book S, p. 100 depicts, the lot was almost a perfect
square.

/'

./

Pursuant to the 1820 law, the Commissioners appointed Benjamin Saunderson, Williams Selby, and
Reuben Benson to assess the value of the land acquired from Riley Murray. They agreed on $100.00 per
acre, which resulted in a payment of $150.00 to Murray.
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3. COURTHOUSE AND JAIL TAXES
In order to finance the construction of the new courthouse, the May 1822 court imposed a tax of 40 cents

on the poll and 12.5 cents on every $100.00 of land valuation. The May 1823 court maintained the poll tax
at 40 cents and raised the land tax to 13 cents on every $100.00 valuation. The May 1824 court changed the
currency denomination, levying a public buildings tax of six shillings on the poll and two shillings on every
$100.00 valuation ofland.

4. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF LAKE LANDlNG COURTHOUSE
No drawing or rendition of the Lake Landing courthouse is available, but an order of the May Term 1824
of the Hyde Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions conveys a rough physical image. The court directed that
the roof be painted with t8r, turpentine, and lamp black, the body covered with oil and yellow ochre, and the
far wings, corners, and large boards painted white.
5. LAKE LANDING COURTHOUSE

The February 1823 court was held at the new courthouse, and, among other business, ordered that Daniel
W. Martin, Public Register, locate his office and papers there. The November 1826 court appointed Henry
Gibbs, Sheriff, and Christopher Gaskins, Treasurer of Public Buildings, to make certain alterations to the
courthouse and the bar of the courtroom according to an approved plan, and to provide tables for grand
jurors and benches for the petit jury. The May 1827 court ordered that Israel Chase be allowed the sum of
$9.35 for alterations in the courtroom, most likely the repairs authorized by the earlier court.
The May 1827 court ordered that the contract to maintain the courthouse in good order for 1827 be awarded
to the lowest bidder, who was Tolbert Selby at $9.00. The May 1829 court ordered that Marcus Swindell
be allowed the sum of $7.80 for courthouse maintenance during 1828.
John B. Jasper tendered his resignation as Clerk of the Court to the August 1827 court and was replaced
by Benjamin Foreman. The August 1828 court appointed Samuel Brooks as the Treasurer of Public
Buildings. He served for several years before the August 1836 court appointed Hezekiah Farrow as his
successor.
The August 1830 court authorized Benners L. Ensley to repair the courthouse doors and submit his bill to
the court. The May 1833 court ordered that Sparrow Midyett be paid $20.25 for repairing the courthouse
during the 12 months ending in May and for the cost of a lock and installing it on the courthouse. The May
1833-36 courts authorized Midyett $18.00 each year out of the county tax for keeping the courthouse in
good order.
The August 1835 court ordered that Riley Murray have the courthouse windows repaired and the shutters
removed from the east room. A year later the August 1836 court appointed Ananias Sadler, John J.
Fulford and Hezekiah Farrow, the Treasurer of Public Buildings, as Commissioners of Public Buildings
to contract for all needed repairs ofthe courthouse and jail, such repairs to be paid out ofcounty funds. Some
confusion over the vote on this issue ensued, as Bannister Midyett, one of the magistrates, came forward
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and protested that he had not been present for the vote and proceeded to vote against the measure, although
this did not prevent passage.
6. FRANKLIN LODGE
Sometimes the courts allowed the public facilities to be used for extracurricular activities. On a motion the
November 1826 court permitted the members of the Franklin Lodge to hold its meetings in the upper room
of the comihouse. The court further granted them the right to make such additions to the room as they
deemed appropriate so long as no injury was done to the structure.
The February 1839 court granted to the Franklin Lodge Number 94 the privilege of using the garret of the
courthouse as a lodge room, provided, again, that no damage was done to the room. Presumably, this order
applied to the new Swan Quarter courthouse that would hold court in May 1839.
7. LAKE LANDING STOCKS, JAIL, AND GALLOWS
The Germantown j ail, constructed ShOlily before the removal of the county seat to Lake Landing, remained
in use. Thus, the political machinery didn't get behind a new jail and stocks in Lake Landing until 1825.
The February 1825 court had decreed that Gaskins "employ some fit person to erect and build a set of stocks
on the public lot near the jail." The May 1825 court ordered that Hardy Swindell be paid $7.50 for building
the stocks, and, subsequently, the May 1833 court authorized him $7.00 for erecting the gallows.
The May 1825 court ruled that Christopher Gaskins, Treasurer of Public Buildings, pay all monies not
otherwise appropriated to Jonathan Harris and that said Harris compensate Lovett Bell for undertaking
to build the new jail. The court further ruled that Harris be allowed the sum of $9.00 for his services in
settling with the Treasurer of Public Buildings. The services were unspecified, but no doubt were in relation
to the construction of the new jail.
The May 1826 court decreed the acceptance of the new j ail building and that Harris settle with Gaskins and
pay the contractor. The court also ordered that the Sheriff, Henry Gibbs, purchase the necessary furniture
for the jail "agreeably to law" and that a county allowance be made available. Furthermore, the court ordered
that Hugh Jones be awarded $9.00 for his services in superintending all the public buildings.
The May 1833 court also authorized the sum of $8.73 V2 for jail expenses to be paid to Sparrow Midyett.
The May 1834 court allowed him $5.10 for articles purchased and expenses incurred for the jail. The May
1836 court authorized him $1.50 for articles furnished to the jail and $2.80 for keeping prisoners.
8. COURT PROCEDURES
Dissatisfaction existed over the manner in which trials were conducted, and there was a widespread desire
to have individual trials brought to court more expeditiously. In order to rectify these issues, the May 1836
court ordered that Edward Stanly, Z. 'V. Barrow (the County Solicitor), and Matthew Shaw constitute
a committee to develop and present to the November court "such rules and regulations that would promote
regularity, good order and dispatch in the bringing forward and trial of all cases considered in this court."
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Presumably, they did so, although there is no record in either the November 1836 or February 1837 court
minutes to this effect.
9. POLmCAL POWER OF COUNTY SEAT NOT CONCENTRATED IN LAKE LANDING
The county met the legal requirement that the new courthouse be open for business in early 1823, but Lake
Landing never fully occupied the role of county seat with all major political and judicial activity centralized
there. Several factors diverted the concentration of all rights, privileges, and power of a county seat away
from the community, and led to Lake Landing serving as the county seat for a mere 16 years, the shortest
tenure since Hyde County's formation.'
10. REASONS BEHIND DECENTRALIZATION OF POLITICAL POWER
a. LAKE LANDING WAS A COMMUNITY, NOT A VILLAGE
Lake Landing was not laid out as a village in the manner of Woodstock and Germantown. Thus, the public
buildings were in a general community, not in a town serving as a hub of economic and political activity
with restaurants, inns, and other services.
An attempt was made to rectify this issue in part. The November 1831 court ordered that the sheriff give a
notice of 40 days and let out for a period of 30 years to the highest bidder an 80-foot parcel on the western
end of the public lot stretching across the entirety of the western line, said parcel to be used for the
accommodation of the citizens. The court required the Sheriff to report back to the February 1832 court.

The Sheriff complied and informed the court that the lot was sold at public auction to Sparrow Midyett,
the lowest bidder, at a price of $17.25 on twelve months credit. The court minutes do not specify exactly
what accommodation of the citizens meant, but it probably referred to a hotel or some kind of inn. Thomas
Carrow had a booth on the lot in question, and the November 1832 court ordered that he remove it.
b. GERMANTOWN STOCKS AND JAn.., REMAINED IN USAGE
~1825~1826,RESPECTrvELY

The Lake Landing jail was not completed until 1826, although the stocks appear to have been constructed
in 1825. At any rate both were finalized several years after the establishment of the county seat in Lake
Landing. ill the meantime the Germantown facilities remained in use.
The minutes of the February 1820 Term reveal that a new jail had just been completed in Germantown, with
Jacob Tuley [sic], Jesse Lucas, and John Campbell being appointed to inspect it and to ascertain whether
it had been built according to contract. This recently constructed facility accounted for the delay in
proceeding with a new jail in Lake Landing.

c. COURT SESSIONS HELD OUTSIDE LAKE LANDING
Numerous county court sessions were held away from the Lake Landing courthouse. An 1826 act of the
General Assembly authorized that the August sessions of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, set aside
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as Courts of Probate, be held in Germantown or within five miles thereof, and that the February sessions,
also Courts of Probate, be held in such place as the court directed.
Court minutes reflect that the August 1827 probate court was held in Germantown. The May 1827 court had
ruled that the February court be held at the home of Pharaoh Farrow in Kinnakeet (presently in Dare
County), but the 1826 law was overturned by the 1827-28 legislative session. The February Term 1828 court
minutes bear no evidence that this court was held on the Banks.
d. WARRING POLITICAL FACTIONS
Tensions had been developing due to the distances separating the various county locales, and the resulting
factions focused their attention on the aforementioned 1826 act that decentralized the judicial process. The
ink was hardly dry before a petition was submitted to the General Assembly clamoring for its repeal.
This provoked a counter petition, in support of alternate court locations, submitted to the General Assembly
session of November 1827-January 1828, urging the legislative body to consider the great distances of 30
to 40 miles many individuals would have to travel to conduct the most insignificant business as well as the
hardship of crossing the Pamlico Sound or passing through an expensive turnpike (presumably referring to
the toll roads operated by the Rose Bay Turnpike Company) to reach Lake Landing.
This counter petition was signed by R. M. G. Moore, John B. Jasper, Zacheus Bell, Benjamin Foreman,
Daniel Seabrook, Benjamin Henry, Thomas Mason, Sheldon Tooley Sr., Solomon Tooley, Jonathan
Tooley, Matthias McCarthy, Z. Fortescue, William H. Russell, Matthias Bell, James Richards,
Benjamin Bell, John Bell IV, John Dixon, Hillery Easter, John Easter Sr., Taulman Rew, John A. Bell,
Major Tooley, John Bell Jr., Valentine Windfield, Wade Swindell Jr., John Rew, J. L. Swindell,
Joseph S. Barney, John Easter Jr., Birden Chambers, Nimrod Meekins, Moses Easter, William
Tooley, Joseph S. May, Jacob Tooly, William R. Smith, W. G. Hays, W. R. Palmer, John Silverthorn,
John Meekins, Benjamin Gaskins, Henry Lucas, Henderson Bell, W. Russell, Silas Carter, Solomon
Rew, Asa Dixon, William Brown, George Tooly, Robert Silverthorn, Jordan Silverthorn, William F.
Bell, Laban Slade, Ormond Tuley, Jacob Swindell, Moses Hutson, William Meekins, Ebenezer Bell,
Daniel Slade, Zaida Fortiscne, James Moore, Mark Rew, William Cutrel, Enoch Liverman, David
Cutrel, John Cutrel, Samuel Warner, Sheldon Tooly Jr., Jeremiah Warner, S. D. Carter, Samuel R.
Hardy, Hosea McGowan, John E. Fortiscue, John Burrus, John S. Silverthorn, Selby Stowe, Stephen
Owens, John Campbell, Thomas Seabrook, Abel Tooley, B. S. Russell, Nasa Farrow, Matthias Credle,
Thomas Hines, William B. Tooly, John Barney, Nathaniel Credle, Laban Balance, Martin Jarvis,
Anthony Midyett, Thomas Burrus, Israel Henry, Cason Harris, and Sandford R. Richards, among
others.
The advocates of a centralizedjudicial system carried the day, as the General Assembly session of 1827-28
repealed the 1826 act, which, in effect, meant that all future court proceedings would be held in Lake
Landing.
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e. GERMANTOWN RETAINS VESTIGES OF POLITICAL POWER

Germantown remained in the picture as a partial center of political power, as we have seen from the law
establishing a probate court there. Further General Assembly acts kept Germantown in the political axi s and
prevented the full centralization of public authority and influence in Lake Landing.
One such act of the 1826 General Assembly authorized the use ofthe old courthouse andjail in Germantown
as a poor house. Yet another 1826 act established two seats of elections in Hyde County, one at Germantown
and the other at Samuel Clark's Mills. An act of the 1831-32 General Assembly decreed that all public sales
ofproperty under execution affecting Hyde citizens residing west of the gate on the Rose Bay Turnpike Road
be held at the old courthouse in Germantown.
f. MALFEASANCE OF DUTY IN LAKE LANDlNG

Deeds and other official papers were not safeguarded at Lake Landing. Some disruption occurred in the
removal of official papers from Germantown to Lake Landing, which required court intervention. The May
1823 court, the second session held at the new courthouse, ruled that the court records be removed to the
home of Daniel Murray for safekeeping. The November 1823 court authorized that funds be paid to
Jonathan Harris ($27.00), Benjamin Saunderson ($27.00), John B. Jasper ($16.50), and David Carter
($6.00) for arranging the papers in the office of the Clerk of the Court. Presumably, they organized the
records that had been temporarily stored at Daniel Murray's.
Laws enacted at the 1827-28 session ofthe General Assembly suggest that documents stored outside the
courthouse had been destroyed by fire. One act compelled the Register and Clerk of the Court of Hyde
County to maintain their offices at the courthouse. Another act authorized the Hyde court to register anew
all deeds, bills of sale, land divisions, and other instruments of writing that had been lost by rue or otherwise
destroyed at the Register's office.
g. SWAN QUARTER GAINS POLmCAL POWER

Swan Quarter began to exert more influence within county politics. Several signers of the 1827-28 counter
petition in favor of maintaining a probate court in Germantown were from the Swan Quarter area, e.g., Nasa
Farrow, Matthias Credle, Nathaniel Credle, and Martin Jarvis.
The May 1832 court ordered that the county proceed with a poor house-in Swan Quarter, which will be
discussed further below.
The Swan Quarter politicos supported a motion that resulted in a May 1832 court order requiring elections
for the state legislature and U.S. Congress be held at William B. Tooley's store at the fork of the road. (This
term - "at the fork of the road" - appeared in the deed relating to the sale of the land for the Swan Quarter
I
Icourthouse, which suggests the store in question was located in town, a likely site for elections of this
,magnitude.)
.

IACting on a petition. the May 1832 court also ordered that all the roads in and around Swan Quarter be
merged into one district under the control of one overseer, a further consolidation of political power. The
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May 1833 court ordered that Tilson G. Credle replace Thomas R. Burrus as overseer in the Swan Quarter
road district, making them the first two to serve in this capacity after the merger.
11. LAKE LANDING YIELDS TO SWAN QUARTER
The various and sundry divisive issues tore at thecounty's political fabric. As we have seen, Swan Quarter
had begun to amass political power. These factors culminated in the removal of the county seat from Lake
Landing to the more centralized location of Swan Quarter.
D. SWAN QUARTER
1. 1836 ACT TRANSFERS COUNTY SEAT TO SWAN QUARTER
A General Assembly act, ratified on December 29,1836, changed the site of the cOUlihouse andjail in Hyde
County to Swan Quarter. The act appointed Bannister Midgett [sic], R. M. G. Moore, John Jordan,
William Farrow, Thomas R. Burress [Burrus], Samuel Spencer, and Dameron Pugh as Commissioners
to oversee the process. Among other duties, they were to "layoff a site for said new court house and jail,
of not less than two or more than four acres in size, upon the south west comer of Zacheriah [Zachariah]
Gibbs' plantation, or within a quarter of a mile thereof, in that part of said county called Swan Quarter ... "

Dameron Pugh, one of the Commissioners, refused to act, and the May 1837 court replaced him with
Zachariah Gibbs.
2. COUNTY TAXES
The May 1837 court ordered that the sum of $2.20 on each taxable poll and 60 cents on every hundred
dollars value of landed property be levied for the purpose of building the new courthouse and jail. The
Febmary 1838 court renewed the courthouse and jail taxes, in addition to levying other taxes.
3. NATHANIEL CREDLE, NOT ZACHARIAH GIBBS, SELLS THE LAND
USED FOR SWAN QUARTER COURTHOUSE AND JAIL
A common misconception, which has appeared in print in numerous instances, has been that the propeliy
of the courthouse and jail was acquired from Zachariah Gibbs. A deed made on March 6, 1837, evidences
that Nathaniel Credle sold the Justices of the County Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions a two-acre tract
in the settlement of Swan Quarter for the purpose of erecting a courthouse and jail at a price of $150.00.
The document described the lot in question as "adjoining the south west comer of Zachariah Gibbs' field,"
and ... " beginning at a stake in the fork of the road near the Liberty pole [and] running with the said road
so 30 east 28 poles [south 30 degrees and east 28 poles], thence so 67 west 11 V2 poles, thence no 30 west
28 poles, thence no 64 east 11 V2 poles to the beginning ... "
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4. CONTINUED USE OF THE LAKE LANDING COURTHOUSE AND JAIL
The courthouse and jail at Lake Landing remained in use while the new facilities in Swan Quarter were
under construction. The minutes for the November Term 1837 contained a notice that land would be sold
at the courthouse door near the Lake Landing on November 25, 1837. The Lake Landing jail was ultimately
sold in late 1839 or early 1840, as evidenced by the February 1840 court minutes to the effect that P. W.
Spencer be given a credit of $7.50 onhis- note to purchase said building because of damage done to it before
delivery. Apparently, the county did not exercise due diligence in collecting the funds for the sale of the Lake
Landing courthouse and jail, as evidenced by a November 1850 court order requiring the County Solicitor
to investigate and collect any outstanding amounts from their sale.

5. CONSTRUCTION COSTS OF SWAN QUARTER COURTHOUSE AND JAIL
The Commissioners, empowered to contract and ensure payment for the construction ofthe new courthouse
andjail in Swan Quarter, authorized Sheriff Israel Brooks to pay $530.00 to Samuel W. Ellis, $700.00 to
Henry J. B. Clark, and $1,000.00 to Henry Waters and James Ward, the authorizations dated December
20,1837, January 27, 1838, and April 17, 1838, respectively. The Ellis and Clark drafts were submitted by
Waters and Ward, who had subcontracted with them for work on the public buildings.
Clark had subcontracted further with Daniel Reid, as evidenced by a draft submitted by him and a receipt
by Reid, but no amount was specified. Waters and Ward signed a receipt, dated April 16, 1838,
acknowledging a payment of $400.00. Unsigned copies of authorizations evidence payments of $100.00
(paid May 29, 1838) and $200.00 (paid June 25, 1838). The Commissioners, by means of a directive dated
October 29, 1838, instructed the sheriff, Israel Brooks, to make a payment of $4,861.25 to Waters and
Ward.
The exact construction cost for the courthouse and jail cannot be ascertained due to the possibility that some
of the extant drafts overlap and the existence of unidentifiable credits and one draft with no specified
amount. Nevertheless, available data verify that the total cost exceeded $7,000.00.
6. PAYMENTS FOR ADDITIONAL WORK ON THE SWANQUARTER COURTHOUSE (1838-47)
Zachariah Gibbs was paid $20.00 for services done to the public lot (probably maintaining the courthouse
. in good order), pursuant to an order of October 28, 1838, and Foster Jarvis received $3.00 for installing a
lightning rod on the courthouse, as ordered by the Commissioners on November 6, 1839.
The minutes for the May 1839 court were the first to refer specifically to holding court at the courthouse in
Swan Quarter. The August 1839 court authorized that Robert Ballance be paid $1.00 for courthouse repairs
and that Thomas R. Burrus and others be paid $9.60 for laying off a public road "on Swanquarter" [sic],
quite possibly the road around the courthouse and jail sites, later known as Courthouse Square. The February
1840 court ordered that Zachariah Gibbs be paid $20.00 for keeping the courthouse in order for one year,
a sum reduced to $9.00 by the February 1842 court, perhaps due to lessened responsibilities.
The February 1840 court further ordered a reduction in the length of the courthouse bar to make sufficient
room for another jury box on the north side of the courtroom to be built by Matthias Credle. The order
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authorized Credle to submit his account at the next tenn for payment, but the court minutes for the May and
August 1840 terms do not reflect any authorized payment for this purpose. Matthias Credle was an apparent
man of influence, as the August 1841 court appointed him County Trustee.
Nathaniel Credle replaced Zachariah Gibbs as the courthouse caretaker, as the February 1843 court
ordered a payment to him of $25.00 for keeping the structure in good order. The May 1844 court ordered
that Credle be paid $17.00 for maintaining the cOUlthouse dUling 1843.
An August 1844 court order authorized Tilson G. Credle to install a lightning rod, perhaps to replace the
original one. The November 1845 court authorized a payment of $3.00 to James B. Stotesbury for work
on the public lot in Swan Quarter. The following court tenD, February 1846, authOlized the clerk to purchase
a bell to be placed in a belfry near the courthouse. In May 1846 Sheriff Israel Brooks paid $125.00 to
contractors Henry Waters and James Ward for enlarging the courthouse windows.
The February 1847 court ordered a payment of $8.00 to Thomas R. Burrus for four pine tables furnished
to the courthouse. The November 1847 court ordered that Hilliard Gibbs be paid $18.00 for making a
bookcase for the use of the courthouse.
7. PAYMENTS FOR ADDITIONAL WORK ON THE SWAN QUARTER COURTHOUSE (1850-59)
The November 1850 court empowered the clerk to arrange for the purchase of "a good & sufficient stove,"
together with the pipes, for the courtroom, all of which should be installed and ready by the next term. The
court also appointed Green Bridgman and Matthias Credle to examine the condition of the courthouse
and report on any needed repairs.
The August 1851 court ordered the payment of the account of Nathaniel Credle, deceased. He had
maintained the courthouse and supplied window lights (panes) for the six months prior to his death, a
combined cost of$8.50. (According to Ellen Williams' records, Nathaniel Credle passed away in October
1850.)
Josiah G. Jarvis was elected Treasurer of Public Buildings, and the May 1855 court authorized him to
repair the courthouse roof as well as the windows and doors. He reported to the August 1855 court that all
public buildings were unsafe, uncomfortable, and "in a wasting condition," and recommended the repair of
the inside ofthe courthouse, the installation of yet another lightning rod, the enclosure of the public grounds,
and the planting of shade trees for the comfort of the citizens and security of the grounds. Jarvis, after
consulting two other experienced men, estimated these repairs and amenities, plus alterations to the jail,
would cost $1,500.00.
Meanwhile, acting on Jarvis's advice, the February 1856 court appointed Thomas H. Smith, Peters P.
Spencer, and Tilson G. Credle as Commissioners to contract for all necessary repairs to the courthouse (and
jail). The court further authorized them to have the appropriate portion of the public grounds enclosed with
a fence and to have a privy built for the public use.
The February 1857 court, having considered the 1856 edict inadequate, expanded the 1856 order by granting
the Commissioners full powers to contract for and on behalf of the county to put the courthouse in a state
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of good repair, to enclose that portion of the public grounds around the courthouse as they deemed
appropriate, and to build a privy for the convenience of the public. The order granted the Commissioners
authority to bind the county for all costs. The August 1857 court decreed that the enclosing fence should
have pickets four inches wide pointed at the top, and empowered Tilson G. Credle, who replaced the
deceased Josiah G. Jarvis as Treasurer ofPublic Buildings, to have the courthouse painted and lattice blinds
installed in the windows.
The February 1859 court ordered that J. C. Ballance plow up the public lot and sow clover seed and timothy
and plant elms in the courthouse yard and on the premises enclosed with the fence. After completion, the
court would determine the correct amount to be paid for the work.
8. PRESENT DAY COURTHOUSE

Misinformation abounds on the construction dates of former Hyde County courthouses. Volume IT of The
Historical Records of North Carolina, a Works Progress Administration project published in 1938, dates the
Lake Landing courthouse in 1820 and the fIrst Swan Quarter courthouse in 1836, the years when the
communities became county seats and clearly erroneous as courthouse construction dates, as we have seen
from the court minutes and acts establishing these county seats.
The first courthouse in Swan Quarter opened for business in early 1839.Various sources dealing with the
current Hyde County courthouse indicate that it was constructed in 1854, which, if true, would make it one
ofthe few antebellum courthouses in the state. While the available evidence is not conclusive, it does appear
that this date is inaccurate.
The minutes of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions that approved such matters as the construction of
new public facilities do not reference a new courthouse in the 1850s, a glaring omission if the 1854 date
were, indeed, correct. The minutes, however, do confIrm the building of a new jail in the 1850s and provide
details on needed repairs to the courthouse during the decade.
An 1855 report confirmed the inside of the courthouse needed repair work, and an earlier reference in the
same year verified the necessity of repairing the roof, work that would not have been required if the
courthouse were only one year old.
The North Carolina State Archives in Raleigh contain miscellaneous files relating to courthouse repair and
construction, plus information on other public buildings, and these do not reference the construction of a
new courthouse in Swan Quarter during 1854. No minutes for a session in February 1855 exist, either on
microfIlm or in hard copy, so it is possible, that no court was held pending the construction of a new facility
in late 1854 or early 1855, though it is a stretch to embrace this theory.
The infamous 1853 trial of the Reverend George W. Carawan was moved to the Beaufort County
Courthouse, not because of a new courthouse under construction, but because he felt he couldn't receive a
fair trial in Hyde County. Interestingly, a review of various 1853 editions of the Washington Whig reveals
. that the Beaufort County Courthouse was enlarged and expanded in 1853-54.
At this writing the construction date of the contemporary courthouse in Swan Quarter remains unresolved.
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A further analysis of post-Civil War documents, hopefully, will shed some light on this illusive issue.
9. SWAN QUARTER JAIL
From time to time the new jail was repaired or equipped with necessary furnishings. The February 1839
court ordered the sheriff to employ some person to erect stocks and a whipping post on the public lot, and
to add fastenings to the jail door to make the facility secure. William Cahoon submitted a report to the May
1839 court certifying that the jail was in good order and condition.
The Febmary 1843 court allowed Josiah Harris the sum of $3.25 for a table and chairs furnished to the jail.
Laban Ballance served as the jailer in the early years, as various courts authorized him to receive jail fees
for the incarceration of several inmates. The November 1847 court, for example, awarded him a total of
$2.10 for expenses relating to the five-day confinement of one prisoner.
10. EXPANSION AND REPAIRS OF SWAN QUARTER JAIL (1840-49)
A May 8, 1844, report submitted by A.B. Swindell, Foreman of the grand jury, certified that the jail was in
good condition, but found that one debtor room and one dungeon constituted inadequate space. Therefore,
the grand jury recommended an additional tax to build the needed rooms.
The grand jury report was signed by Samuel Jones, Robert Hopkins Sr., Matthias Credle, Daniel
Midyett, Jeremiah Farrow, Hillery Easter, Washington Gibbs, Benjamin Watson Jr., John Dixon,
John Jarvis, Enoch Hall, Preston Hamilton, William Boomer, William Spencer Jr., B. L. Ensley,
Gideon Simmons, Jesse Gibbs, and David Fuller.
As a consequence of the grand jury report, the May 1844 court appointed Matthias Credle, Green
Bridgman, and A. B. Swindell Commissioners to contract with a suitable builder to constmct another story
upon the present walls of the prison. (Swindell was also appointed Treasurer of Public Buildings by this
court.) The August 1844 court rescinded this order and replaced it with a similar one authorizing the
Commissioners to pursue the addition of two apartments adjoined to the existing facility at ground level.
The Commissioners compiled a report recommending that another facility of the same dimensions be
constructed of stone or glazed brick and attached to the existing facility. The detailed report specified interior
planks of good heart of pine or cypress, an outside door of the same size as the exterior door of the existing
jail, and two interior doors of the same size as the door to the dungeon of the existing jail. There was to be
a stack of chimneys in the partition separating the two additional rooms in the new part with each room
heated by a fireplace. On August 28, 1844, Tilson G. Credle submitted the lowest bid ($800.00) and was
awarded the contract.

Tilson G. Credle subcontracted with Nathaniel Credle and Dorset Mason to assist in the work, and the
three of them submitted bond and security of $2,000.00. Dorset Mason, a brick mason by profession
according to his great-grandson Harvey Mason, no doubt constmcted the chimney and fireplace and
undertook any other brick wQrk in the project.
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The contract, dated September 28, 1844, committed the three men to attach the new apartment, twenty-five
feet long, twenty feet wide, and of the same height, to the existing jail and to make minor repairs on the
existing structure, with the work to be completed by August 1, 1845. Along the way they received a two
month extension and an advance payment of $400.00 to Tilson G. Credle. In a report dated October 10,
1845, the Commissioners certified that the building was acceptable and authorized the fmal payment of
$400.00 and a small sum for extra work performed. The November 1845 court authorized a payment of
$8.00 to each of the Commissioners overseeing the jail construction, and that A. B. Swindell, Treasurer of
Public Buildings, receive $5.00 plus five percent of $400.00 ($20.00) for services rendered in this regard.
The November 1845 court ruled that the jail rooms would be used in the following manner: the old jail
rooms for female prisoners, the new room next to the old jail for Negroes and criminals, and the west end
for debtors. This court further ordered the following provisions for the jail: four cots, one dozen blankets,
four pairs of cotton sheets, four chambers, four jugs and pitchers, four wash boards, one dozen plates, one
dozen knives, forks, and spoons, three pine tables, six flag chairs, six small bowls or cups and saucers, six .
common tumblers, and six towels.
Israel Brooks may have provided some of the above items, for the May 1847 court authorized him $70.02
for articles furnished the jail. Thomas R. Daniels provided the chairs, and the May 1847 court recompensed
him $16.00.
The February 1849 court commissioned Wilson Credle to inspect tbe Hyde County jail and "make such
repairs as the jail may require and present his account to the next term [of the court]." An entry in the May
1849 court minutes indicated tbat the court authorized Credle $32.94 for jail repairs. This court also ordered
a payment of $6.85 to Anson Credle, who had furnished articles of clothing and crockery to the jaiL
11. CONTINUED REPAIRS AND CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW SWAN QUARTER JAIL (1850-65)
The November 1850 court appointed Green Bridgman and Matthias Credle to have a "new and sufficient
lock" put upon the jail and undertake any necessary repairs to the structure. The next court, in February
1851, continued the process and commissioned Bridgman to procure a lock for the inside door and to make
all necessary jail repairs as soon as possible.
The May 1855 court authorized Josiah G. Jarvis, newly elected Treasurer of Public Buildings, to put the
jail in order for the safe and comfortable keeping ofprisoners. He reported to the August 1855 court that the
jail should be made larger by adding seven and a half feet to its heigbt with two or three safe rooms for
criminals and Negroes.
The February 1856 court, perhaps responding to Jarvis's recommendations, appointed Thomas H. Smith,
Peters P. Spencer, and Tilson G. Credle to contract, on behalf of the county, to have such repairs made
as they deemed advisable to put the jail in good order.
The February 1857 courtjudged the prior ruling inadequate and granted these men the fun authority to repair
the jail or have a new one constructed, if they considered that action preferable. Apparently, th~y decided
on a new jail because the August 1857 court ordered that Tilson G. Credle - the new Treasurer of Public
Buildings who replaced the deceased Josiah G. Jarvis -install an iron grate door for every cell in the new
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and an iron door on the outside. The order further authorized him to have the public jail warmed by a
stove with pipes leading through every cell equipped, in tum, with small stoves.
In spite of the incremental cost of a new jail, the February 1858 court and those of the next several years did
not impose a special tax for the construction of a new facility. The February 1860 court ordered Sheriff
Hilliard Gibbs to pay Isaiah Respass the balance due for the construction of the jail. Apparently, the
pa~ymentwasn't made, as the February 1861 court, on a motion, ordered the clerk of the court to accept the
amount due Respass with interest of six percent as of the February 1858 session, deducting all amounts paid
under the contract, and reiterated its order that the sheriff make the payment due "out of any county funds
in which may first come into his hands."
While the county court was making efforts to have the j ail obligation paid, the grand jury was reporting on
certain inadequacies. E. H. Saunderson, foreman of the grand jury, informed the 1859 Fall Term of the
Superior Court that the door fastenings were not safe. Henry S. Gibbs, foreman of another grand jury,
reiterated this theme and advised to the Spring Term of the Superior Court that the fastenings of all the doors
were not sufficient.
These matters surely must have been addressed before the August 1865 court ordered the Sheriff to have the
jail doors repaired and to purchase locks for them.

m. ALMS HOUSE AND LUNATIC ASYLUM
1. COUNTY POOR HOUSE/ALMS HOUSE
Hyde County established a system to support indigent persons, and, as mentioned earlier, the General
Assembly authorized the use of the Germantown courthouse and jail as a poor house infrastructure during
the 1820s.
Based on recommendations of the wardens of the poor, the May 1823 court imposed a parish tax of 60 cents
on the poll and 25 cents on each $100.00 valuation of landed property. Reverting to our English heritage for
monetary purposes, the May 1826 court imposed a poor tax of five shillings on the poll and two shillings
on every $100.00 of land. Resuming the use of United States CUlTcncy, the May 1827 court levied a parish
tax of 50 cents on the poll and 21 cents on the usualland valuation.
The General Assembly of the State of North Carolina addressed the issue of compensation for individuals
serving as the wardens of the poor. A law, ratified on January 7, 1830, authorized the Hyde County wardens
of the poor and their clerk to retain five percent of all monies received in this official capacity.
While the county seat was still in Lake Landing, the May 1832 court had ordered that "the wardens of the
poor be authorized and directed to purchase one hundred acres of land on Swanquarter [sic] and to build a
house thereon for the accommodation of the poor to be of the following dimensions, forty feet long, twenty
feet wide, sixteen feet tall with a chimney through the middle & four fire places, all to be plain substantial
work of good materials & necessary doors & windows." The court further ordered that a tax of 40 cents on
the poll and 10 cents on every $100.00 value of land be levied to cany into effect this order.
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· The county continued to impose taxes to support indigent citizens after·1832. 'The February 1838 court, for
example, levied 35 cents on every taxable poll and 18 cents on every $100.00 value of land property for the
purpose of supporting the poor.
The February 1852 court appointed A. B. Swindell, Josiah G. Jarvis, and Riley Murray as a committee
to examine three points: first, the possibility of a competent citizen taking possession of the poor house,
living there with his family, and serving as overseer of the poor; second, upon what terms a competent
physician would attend the poor; and, third, the necessary improvements to the buildings and the best place
and probable cost of a building and outhouse for the overseer.
The February 1852 court went on to appoint Green Bridgman, Jesse M. Jordan, John Benson, David S.
Gibbs, William H. Buffaloe, A. B. Swindell, and Levin Burrus as Wardens of the poor to oversee the
county's support system for the poor. It also requested a report from the committee to be presented at the
February 1853 court. Apparently, the report was made for the court commissioned Green Bridgman to
contract for and supervise the rebuilding of the poor house and the other houses on the lot. This February
1853 court approved a tax of 50 cents on the poll and 22 cents on every $100.00 of landed property to
support the ongoing needs of the poor and the new projects.
The county maintained a system of wardens of the poor over the years. The February 1861 court appointed
W. M. Credle, Thomas Jennett, Seth B. Harris, William S. Cox, Thomas Mann, Daniel _ _, and
Amasa Simpson to serve in this capacity. Financial support for the poor continued after the start ofthe Civil
War with a tax of 40 cents on the poll and 20 cents on every $100.00 of landed property authorized by the
February 1862 court. There is no court record of a county poor tax during the period 1863-65, nor is there
mention in the minutes of any tax in this era.
2. STATE LUNATIC ASYLUM
Using the language ofthe day, the August 1850 court authorized SheriffThomas R. Gibbs to retain $186.63
from the 1848 county funds to pay to the North Carolina State Treasurer for the building of a state lunatic
asylum in an unidentified location outside the county. The November 1850 court authorized an additional
amount of $7.71 for the same purpose.
The county raised taxes to support the state facility. The February 1858 court levied eight cents on the poll,
but nothing on property, a tax that was kept intact by the February 1859 court. The February 1860 court,
however, elevated the tax to 30 cents on the poll, but the February 1861 and 1862 courts reduced it to 25
cents and 15 cents on the poll, respectively.

IV. RULINGS FROM THE HYDE COUNTY COURTS
The court minutes contain a plethora of information on county events. The state laws promulgated during
the antebellum and Civil War years reflect issues that arose in the General Assembly, many affecting the
entire state and others relating to specific counties. This section highlights a few state laws impacting Hyde
County and several items of unusual interest from the county court minutes.
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A. GUARDING THOMAS SATTERTHWAIT

Thomas Satterthwait appeared in the court minutes when the May 1821 term allowed R. M. G. Moore
$65.25 for his jail keep, an amount that suggests a significant incarceration.
Satterthwait surfaced again in the November 1821 court minutes that dutifully reported on the multitude
engaged to guard him. On the motion of Colonel John W. Roper the court ordered that 79 private militia
men in the companies of Captain Owens and Captain Mays (this was probably Captain Joseph S. Mays)
be allowed the sum of sixty cents per day for a one-day attendance guarding the prisoner in the county jail;
Matthias Bell, first sergeant, the sum of$8.62; Thomas Mason the sum of$5.60; John W. Roper the sum
of $9.00; and R. M. G. Moore, lieutenant, the sum of $1.00, a grand total of $71.62. The companies
mentioned above formed part of the militia authorized by General Assembly legislation.
Ironically, Satterthwait was released on his own affidavit by the February 1822 court.
It is unclear whether the massive guard arose because Satterthwait was a dangerous criminal or whether
the jail was merely insecure. The February 1822 court had ordered Christopher Gaskins, the Treasurer of
Public Buildings, to have the jail properly repaired, and he reported to the May 1822 court that the jail
damage resulting from the escape of the Negroes had been "faithfully repaired" and that the jail was "in like
good order as formerly."
B. IMMIGRANTS
The nineteenth century witnessed a massive influx of immigrants from Europe to the United States, and
Hyde County was a beneficiary with a few of its most capable citizens arriving from foreign shores.
1. DANIEL SHAW

Daniel Shaw, age 30, a native of Lancashire in Great Britain, came into open court (CoUli of Pleas and
Quarter Sessions, May 1823) and signified his intention of becoming a citizen of the United States. Under
oath he testified that he had entered the country through the port of Charleston, South Carolina, in March
1821.
2. G. G. BOURGEOIS

G. G. Bourgeois, citizen of France, came forward in open court (Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, May
1827) and issued an affidavit in which he testified to having signed and sworn to an oath of allegiance to
the United States. The court ordered that he be admitted as a citizen of the State of North Carolina and
entitled to all the rights and privileges thereof.
3. ANDREW SHANKLIN

Andrew Shanklin, a native of Ireland and former resident of the County of Donegal, appeared before the
November 1848 court and took the oath of allegiance to the State of North Carolina. Shanklin renounced
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his prior allegiance to the sovereign ofGreat Britain and certified that he had been a resident ofHyde County
since July 1847.

Admitted as a citizen by the May 1860 court, he was the second doctor by this name in Hyde County. For
more on Dr. Shanklin, please confer the Spring 2006 edition of High Tides.
4. RICHARD R. RICHARDSON

Richard R. Richardson, a subject of Queen Victoria of Great Britain, came into open court on May 26,
1851, and took the oath of allegiance to North Carolina, while abjuring any fidelity to other sovereign
powers. His oath identified him as a native of the island of S1. Martin in the Caribbean and afterwards as a
resident of the colony of British Guiana (now Guyana).

5. WILLIAM SHANKLIN
William Shanklin, age 22, born in the county of Donegal, Ireland, appeared before the August 1860 court
and announced his intention of becoming a United States citizen. He certified that he arrived in North
Carolina during 1858. (Cf. Spring 2006 issue of High Tides.)
C. HANGINGS

It was recorded at the May 1828 court that Henry Gibbs, outgoing Sheriff, came into court and relinquished
the county jail keys to the present Sheriff, Henry S. Spencer. Incarcerated at the time was Absalom
Scarborough, convicted by the Superior Court of murder and sentenced to be hanged on June 13. Gibbs
also delivered to Spencer the warrant of the Superior Court ordering that the Sheriff carry out the hanging.
The May 1829 court ordered that Caleb Stowe be allowed the sum of $15.00 for services rendered in
arresting and committing Absalom Scarborough. Presumably, this was a belated action to compensate him
for services prior to May 1828.
At the Spring 1866 Term of the Hyde County Superior Court, Sylvester Morras [sic] was convicted of the
murder ofDaniel A. Sadler and sentenced to be hanged by the neck until dead on July 20, 1866, at the place
of public execution in the county. Morras [sic] was presumably Sylvester Morris, a 26-year old free
mulatto in the 1850 Census.
The above incident lies outside the time frame for this article, but was deemed sufficiently interesting to
warrant inclusion.
V. COMMON SCHOOLS
A. 1839 ACT ESTABLISHED PUBLIC SYSTEM IN NORTH CAROLINA

The General Assembly ratified a law on January 8, 1839, which established a public school system for white
children in North Carolina. The law required county sheriffs to advertise that a referendum on whether to
levy taxes in support of common schools would be on the ballot at the next election for members of
22

Congress. The electorate would vote on the issue of raising by taxation one dollar for every two dollars
furnished to the county out of the Literary Fund.
The law required the county Courts of Pleas and Quarter Sessions to appoint not less than five, nor more
than ten, Superintendents of Common Schools. The law empowered these officials to divide the counties
into school districts containing not more than six miles square. County courts were required to levy taxes
sufficient to raise $20.00 per school district.
B. HYDE COUNTY VOTES YES ON PUBLIC SCHOOLS; COURT APPOINTS
SUPERINTENDENTS AND AUTHORIZES SCHOOL TAX
Pursuant to law, Israel Brooks, Hyde County Sheriff, certified to the August 1839 court that a majority of
votes was in favor of schools. Consequently, the court appointed five superintendents, Israel Farrow, Riley
Murray, R. M. G. Moore, Hezekiah Farrow, and Matthias Credle.
The February 1840 court ordered that the sum offive cents on every $100.00 oflanded property and 10 cents
on the poll be levied and collected for 1839 for the use of the common schools. The February courts of 1841,
1842, and 1843 renewed this tax, applicable for taxable polls and land for the prior years. The February 1844
court raised the tax to 15 cents on the poll and 10 cents for every $100.00 of landed property, but the
February 1846 comt reduced the amounts to 10 cents on every taxable poll and five cents on every $100.00
of landed property, perhaps because of an additional tax of eight cents on the poll and three cents on $100.00
of land for the support and maintenance of deaf mutes and blind persons. The February 1847 court reduced
the common school tax even further, this time to five cents on the poll and one cent on every $100.00 of
landed property.
C. BOARDS OF SUPERINTENDENTS OF COMMON SCHOOLS
The February 1841 court appointed a new set of school superintendents, A. B. Swindell, Robert Jennett,
Israel S. Farrow, Riley Murray, and Thomas H. Smith. Superintendents appointed by the February 1842
court were Joseph Jennett, Thomas H. Smith, David Carter, Hezekiah Farrow, and Tilson G. Credle.
The February 1843 court appointed as supelintendents Thomas H. Smith, David Carter, Tilson G. Credle,
Hezekiah Farrow, and Joseph C. Jennett. The August 1845 cOUIt appointed William W. Spencer, Caleb
Stowe, Wilson Credle, Robert Burrus, and William 'Vatson as superintendents for the ensuing year. The
August 1846 court appointed Joseph C. Jennett, Zachariah Gibbs, Green Bridgman, George A. Selby,
and William W. Spencer, all of whom the August 1848 and 1849 courts re-appointed. (The August 1847
court minutes didn't record a school board.)
The November 1852 court appointed a new set of superintendents, S. H. Ritch, Albin B. Swindell, Joshua
H. Dailey, Edmond Slade, William H. Buffaloe, and William Watson. The November 1854 court
appointed S. H. Ritch, Samuel G. Watson Sr., Daniel Murray, John E. Fortescue, and Joshua H. Dailey.
The February 1857 court tapped E. L. Mann, John M. Mann, 'Villiam H. Fortescue, Thomas Credle,
George A. Selby, Joseph C. Jennett, and George Pike as a Board of Superintendents for the Common
Schools, expanding the number to six for the first time.
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The court further selected Milton Selby and Nathaniel Beckwith as an examining committee for Common
School teachers.
The Board of Superintendents of the Common Schools, pursuant to a ruling of the February 1858 court,
consisted of Thomas Jennett, Jones Spencer, Thomas S. Burrus, Edward Jones, Job Wahab, Nathaniel
Beckwith, and Caleb B. Stowe, all of whom were reappointed by the February 1859 court. The February
1860 court reappointed all except Burrus and Jones, but the February 1861 court reinstated Burrus and
added Henry Jones.
The county maintained its financial support of the local schools through the years. The February 1862 court,
after the start of the Civil War, imposed a school tax of twenty cents on the poll and ten cents on every
$100.00 of landed property, but there were no tax levies referenced during the remaining years of the Civil
War.

C. WILLIAM WARREN SPENCER
He was one of the great supporters and benefactors of the early Hyde County school system. In addition to
serving numerous terms on the Board of Superintendents of the Common Schools, he advanced his own
money to finance temporary budgetary shortfalls. The February 1853 court ordered that Sheriff Frederick
S. Roper reimburse Spencer $246.22 with interest from October 24, 1849, out of the Common School Tax.
While serving as Chairnian of the Common Schools, he had advanced this amount to cover the deficiencies
in School Tax revenues for the years 1845, 1846, and 1847.
VI. COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISE - ROADS, CANALS, AND MISCELLANY
Throughout its history Hyde County has lacked sustained industrial industry sufficient to grow economically
over time. Nevertheless, there has been limited commercial activity, even in the antebellum era, as
demonstrated by state laws and court minutes of the period. This section conveys the available information
on this activity and documents one example of a canal and turnpike operation making the transition from
the private sector to the public realm.
A. ROSE BAY TURNPIKE COMPANY
An act passed in 1807 by the General Assembly established "a turnpike road from the west end of
Mattamuskeet Lake to John Jordan's on Rose Bay in Hyde County." Along the way the company, formed
for the purpose of operating the turnpike, developed and operated a canal parallel to the road.

A subsequent act of the 1834-35 session of the General Assembly authorized the widening and deepening
ofthe canal on the basis that it "would greatly promote the public interest by affording the means of making
a good and permanent road to the Court house of the county, and would tend to the relief of the small
farmers on Mattamuskeet Lake, by reducing the waters of said lake." Henceforth, the company was to be
known as the Mattamuskeet Canal and Rose Bay Turnpike Company.
The 1834-35 act authorized the company to increase its capital stock by issuing 100 shares with a par value
of $20.00 each. The act enabled the county court to appoint three Commissioners to impute a value to the
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outstanding company stock so that these shares could be redeemed for newly issued shares. The May 1835
court appointed Ananias Sadler and W. B. Hodges as Commissioners, who valued the old shares at $20.00
each. The court minutes do not refer to a third Commissioner.
Subscription of the new shares was to take place on March 1, 1836, in various locations, i.e., at Rose Bay
under the direction of Alvin Swindle (probably Albin B. Swindell); at Lake Landing under the direction
of John Fulford; at Middle Creek under the direction of Benjamin Saunderson; at Germantown under the
direction of Martin W. Lucas; at Loghouse Landing in Beaufort County under the direction of Major J.
Clarke; at Washington under the direction of William A. Blount; and at New Bern under the direction of
Thomas S. Singleton.
The company had generated its revenue by charging tolls for the use of the road and canal. The 1834-35 act
altered the language by describing the toll road as including the road from Rose Bay to "John Jordap.'s,
now Singleton's."
The General Assembly, in its 1846-47 session, passed an act authorizing the Hyde court to lay a tax to
purchase the Mattamuskeet Rose Bay Turnpike and the turnpike from Rose Bay to Swan Quarter. In
response thereto, the August 1847 Hyde court, using what appears to be unofficial company names,
appointed Tilson G. Credle, W. W. Spencer, and Josiah G. Jarvis to determine the amount the county
should pay to the Rose Bay Turnpike Company, which apparently controlled the turnpike from Rose Bay
to the lake, and Henry S. Spencer, Allen Burrus, and Jones Spencer to ascertain the appropriate amount
to be paid to the Rose Bay and Swan Quarter Turnpike Company.
The role of the first three Commissioners is unclear from subsequent court action, but, according to the
November 1847 court, the latter three Commissioners met with shareholder representatives and agreed on
a price of $96.00 per share, or a total of $2,688.00. The court ordered that Jones Spencer, guardian of
George Credle, minor, sell his ward's stock in the Rose Bay and Swan Qumter Turnpike Road.
In order to purchase all outstanding shares, the court levied a tax of 45 cents on the poll and 20 cents on
every $100.00 of landed property. The February 1848 court recorded the transfer of the turnpikes to the
county, as well as a payment to Richard M. G. Moore of $480.00 for his five shares.

The county continued to levy taxes for several years to pay for the turnpike purchases. For example, the
February 1850 court authorized 50 cents on the poll and 20 cents on every $100.00 of landed property.
Pursuant to a deed made on April 10, 1848, and registered on April 2, 1856 (Book 6, pp. 405-6), A. B.
Swindell, David Carter, and Cason G. Spencer, appointed Commissioners by the Mattamuskeet Canal
and Rose Bay Turnpike Company at the annual meeting held at the lylay 1847 Superior Court at the
courthouse in Swan Quarter, sold to the justices of peace for Hyde County the outstanding 171.5 shares of
the company at $15 per share plus accrued interest from November 30,1847. The three Commissioners
performed the dual role of the county justices of peace in the stock transfer.
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B. MATTAMUSKEETLAKECANALCOMPANY
An 1828 act incorporated the company, whose purpose was to cut a canal from Mattamuskeet Lake to
Pamlico Sound. The canal was to be used for commercial p\lrposes, and tolls for usage would be charged.
The canal project had the perceived benefit of potentially reclaiming a lot ofland through swamp drainage

Samuel Yoping (probably Topping), John Jordan, Robert Cartwright, Jonathan Harris Sr., Benjamin
Saunderson Sr., David Carter Sr., Daniel Murray, William Watson, and Nathaniel Credle were
appointed Commissioners to receive total stock subscriptions of $8,000.00, divided into shares with a par
value of $50.00 each.
The project was not feasible due to the high cost of drainage and digging. Consequently, an act of the 1830
1831 General Assembly altered the corporate purpose of the company to cut and operate a canal and road
from the lake to the Alligator River. The canal would benefit the county by lowering the lake waters and
open a direct commercial route from the county to Norfolk by way of Elizabeth City. In addition, the canal
would "afford a steam boat and stage route from Newbern to Norfolk..."
In order to raise capital subscriptions, the company would conduct sales of stock at various locations, i.e.,
at Middletown under the direction of Henry Gibbs, Samuel Masters, and Daniel Murray, or any two of
them; at Swan Quarter under the direction of William Watson, John L. Swindell, and Daniel Credle, or
any two of them; at Germantown under the direction of Benjamin Foreman, Richard M. G. Moore, and
Albin Swindell, or any two of them; at New Bern under the direction of John R. Donnell and Eli
Smallwood; at Washington under the direction of John Gray Blount and William A. Blount; at Elizabeth
City under the direction of Benjamin Sutton and Lemuel C. Moore; and at Norfolk under the direction of
James Gordon and such other person chosen by him.
C. STEAM MILL COMPANY

The February 1841 court registered an agreement between Andrew Shanklin and David G. Watson and
others, co-partners of the Steam Mill Company. (Cf. the Spring 2006 edition of High Tides.)

D. PARTNERSHIP
The May 1852 court registered, and the February 1853 court acknowledged, a partnership involving John
E. Fortescue, James F. Latham, and William H. Fortescue. The business purpose ofthis partnership was
not stated.
VlI. i\FRICfJ'J-AMERICANS (1820-65)
The court minutes vibrate with individual, albeit brief, tales of African-Americans in the years leading up
to Fort Sumter and through the Civil War, conveying marked contrasts in individual lives. Desperate
attempts for freedom resulted in runaways and jail breaks, and the constant fear of slave revolts lurked in
the background like a cottonmouth. Individual slaves constituted property and, as such, were subject to
division, which resulted in an involuntary migratory pattern of moving from master to master.
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On the other hand, many "free persons of color" resided in Hyde County, and some were propertied
individuals of economic substance. The courts exercised due diligence in establishing apprenticeships for
orphaned and destitute "free persons of color," a process that enabled them to learn trades and acquire job
skills. In some cases, no doubt, the system was abused, and some apprenticed free persons of color were
mere chattels. Females were most often bound out to become seamstresses, whereas males frequently served
as farming apprentices.
The court minutes refer to African-Americans as Negroes and persons of color, and those terms will be used
in the sections that follow. Persons of color bound out as apprentices were usually denoted as free. For
purposes of this article, they are assumed to have been free, even if not described as such.
A. ESCAPE
The Germantown jail was damaged by an 1821 Negro jail break:. The May 1829 court authorized payments
to Timothy Windley ($15.60) and Benjamin B. Fulford ($6.40) for services in pursuit of the Negro Allen.
The February 1832 court allowed $13.30, to be paid out of the county tax, to William R. Smith for
apprehending the Negro Stephen, the property of Samuel Clark. The August 1839 court ordered that Fred
S. Roper be allowed $7.70 for arresting and carrying to prison an unnamed Negro.
The issue escalated during the Civil War. Having confirmed the escape of great numbers of slaves by canoes
and other floating craft, the August 1862 court ordered that the county regimental colonel, William Carter,
have all such craft removed to the owners' premises and damaged sufficiently to prevent easy repair. The
court authorized Carter to bum any such craft thereafter found afloat or repaired.
B. DIVIDED AND SOLD PROPERTY
Watson Gibbs, the administrator of Henry Gibbs Jr.'s estate, and other members of the family petitioned
the August 1823 court to allow the administrator to sell the Negroes Hannah, Sabra, and Ishmael to pay
the deceased's debts, to which the court acceded. The November 1826 court authorized Christopher
Gaskins to sell the Negro Chain, who belonged to Matilda Henderson's estate, and further granted
Ananias Sadler the authority to sell the Negroes belonging to Anthony Gaskill's estate.
In some instances individual slaves were divided. Morris Spencer returned into the November 1827 court,

under oath, an account of the sale of half of the Negro Nancy, the property of Samuel Spencer's estate.
Slaves were sometimes caught in the whiplash of family disputes. A law suit at the May 1831 court
involving various members of the Tooly family resulted in the court ordering George Tooly to sell the slave
Sally and report at the following term. There is no record of a deed evidencing her sale recorded by the
August court, although a bill of sale from Charles Tooly to George Tooly and a deed of gift from the
former to the latter and Thomas Tooly (ironically, one of the plaintiffs allied against the other two in the
case) were ordered to be registered. In neither case was the property specified.
On other occasions slaves were distributed to lessen the economic hardships of others. This occurred when
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Benjamin Foreman made a division of the land and Negroes bequeathed by Joshua Bell to the children
of Samuel Bell, deceased, as reported to the August 1831 court.
The divisions of Negroes belonging to the estates of Benners L. Ensley and Samuel Gibbs were reported
to the November 1831 court. An account of the sale of the Negroes belonging to Reuben Benson's estate
was presented to the February 1832 court.
The May 1845 court ordered a division of slaves in the case of Emily Fortescue vs. Daniel S. Slade. The
May 1847 awarded Jones Boomer a three-percent commission on the division and sale of the Negroes
belonging to Robert, Benjamin, and Daniel Hodges as tenants in common. The court minutes reflect bills
of sale from Jones Boomer to Robert Hodges and Samuel G. Watson, and from Robert Hodges to John
A. Stotesbury. The minutes do not specify the items in question, which most likely were the divided and
sold slaves.
The November 1847 court authorized William H. Howard, administrator ofAnson Harker's estate, to sell
the Negro woman Tammy, since the estate's liquid assets weren't sufficient to pay outstanding debts.
Bills of sale were recorded at most court sessions, but the merchandise in question was usually not
identified. A more complete record on the sale of slaves can be obtained by an analysis of the bills of sale
recorded at the county Register of Deeds office. The February 1854 court, however, referenced three bills
of sale specifying the sale of Negroes. Two documents involved the sale of Negroes by Jabez K. Harris,
the first to John Graham Harris and the second to E. Baum. A third bill of sale, dated January 1854,
entailed the sale of certain Negro slaves by Julia Stanly to Doctor Milton Selby.
The minutes of the August 1854 term reference a division of slaves in a court case involving Matthew
Boomer, William Sadler, and others.
The May 1855 court recorded a bill of sale involving the sale of Negroes by Mary Burrus to John S.
Burrus. The minutes of the May 1856 court include two bills of sale for one Negro slave each, one from
Cyrus K. Hooper to Joseph C. Jennett and the other from Caleb F. Brooks to Leroy M. Swindell. A bill
of sale relating to the sale of Emma, a slave, by Joshua Bell to James H. Warner, was registered at the
November 1856 court.

In order to pay outstanding debts, the February 1858 court approved the application of W. W. Spencer,
estate executor, to sell the slaves bequeathed by Wilson Gibbs to his widow and two children. The affected
slaves were Mary and child Solomon, Z_, Robison, Haman, Windfleld, Pearce, and Graham. The
ensuing court in May allowed Spencer a five-percent commission on all the estate's receipts and two and
a half percent on disbursements.
W. W. Spencer, in his capacity as the administrator for W. A. Rollins's estate, petitioned the May 1858
court and received permission to sell the slaves to pay debts. As in the case of the Wilson Gibbs estate, the
court authorized a public sale with credit of six months available, provided that the sale was advertised for
twenty days previous to the sale.
.
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The November 1858 court authorized the administrator of Festus Gibbs' estate to sell some of the estate's
personal property in order to pay debts, which resulted in the sale of a Negro woman Hetty and a Negro man
Josiah under the above terms and conditions.
The November 1859 court authorized Marcus Swindell, guardian of Robert J. Bonner's heirs, to sell the
Negro slave Stancil, publicly or privately, as he deemed it in the best interest of the heirs, and to invest the
proceeds in other Negroes or in an interest bearing account.
C. APPRENTICESHIPS

1. MACKEY/McKAY FAMILY
The name McKay, or Mackey, appears with some frequency among free persons of color. The November
1822 court recorded that Robert McKay, a free colored orphan about fourteen years of age, was bound as
an apprentice to Thomas Gaskill until he reached the age of twenty-one. The February 1836 court ordered
that Price Mackey, a free person of color, be bound to Major Clayton. Peledge McKay, a free person of
color, was bound unto Benjamin D. Pugh by the November 1836 court, acting on his mother's written
consent.
A ruling of the November 1841 court suggests that Fred Mackey had been bound. On a motion on behalf
of Nancy Long Tom, William R. Palmer was summoned to demonstrate why the indentures of said
Mackey were not subject to rescission.
The February 1848 court bound Paine Mackey, a free orphan male of color, to David S. Gibbs to serve as
a farming apprentice. The August 1851 court bound Shadrack Mackey, a free male of color, to Nathaniel
Beckwith until arriving at the age of twenty-one.
The November 1851 court appointed William H. Credle to receive Scott, a free male of color, the son of
Rachel Mackey, a free woman of color, to learn the trade of a farmer, it appearing to the court that the
mother of Scott approved thereof. Earlier, Rachel Mackey had been acquitted of intermarrying with a slave
by the Spring 1848 Term of the Hyde County Superior Court.
The November 1852 court ordered the apprenticeship of Nancy E. Macay (probably Mackey), a free female
of color three years old, to Elizabeth H. Swindell until reaching the age of twenty-one to learn the skills
of a seamstress. The court also ordered an apprenticeship of Elizabeth Mackey to Thomas P. Pugh until
she reached the age of twenty-one, dating from April 8, 1847.
The August 1853 court bound Eliza Macey (probably Mackey), a free female of color eight years old, to
William S. Spencer until she reached the age of twenty-one. The November 1853 court bound William H.
McKay (probably Mackey), a free male of color about eighteen years old, to William H. Credle to learn
how to farm. The May 1854 court bound Scot Mackey, about five years old, and William H. Mackey, about
two years old, free males of color, to Burriage Hudson to learn the trade of a farmer.
The May 1860 court bound Mary Ann Mackey, a free female of color about four years old, to Mrs. Nancy
Moore. The court further bound Rixey Ann Mackey, twelve years old, and William Mackey, eight years
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old, free persons of color, as apprentices to William J. Russell, and ordered that Gatsey Mackey, a free
female of color seven years old, be bound to Jesse Jennett. The May 1862 court, during the early stages of
the Civil WaT, ordered that Rixey Ann Mackey, fourteen years old, William Mackey, eleven years old, and
Gatsey Mackey, eight years old, be bound as apprentices to acquire the skills of seamstresses and farmers.
The name of the person to whom they were bound was crossed out.

2. BARBER FAMILY

Marina Barber, writing from Gennantown, urged the May 1842 court to confer a favor on her by having
her son Samuel Barber, aged about 11, bound as an apprentice to Thomas H. Smith to learn the fanning
trade. The court responded to her written request, signed by an "x" and dated May 5, 1842, by so ordering.
Acting on a motion the court also bound William Barber, a male orphan of color, to John L. Martin as
an apprentice. Two years later, at the February 1844 court, an agreement between John L. Martin and
Marina Barber was presented in open court by the oath of John B. Smith, who served as witness.
The name of Noma or Norma Barber appears in the records of several courts. The August 1843 court
bound her, a female colored orphan, to Reuben D. Harris. The February 1844 COUlt rescinded the indenture
relating to this apprenticeship and reassigned her to Thomas R. Burrus.
Responding to amotion, the November 1843 court ordered that Spencer Barber, a free person of color, be
bound as an apprentice to Little John Midyett. The August 1846 court bound John Riley Barber, a free
person of color, as an apprentice to John L. Martin until arriving at full age. The May 1847 court bound
Sarah Barber, a free female of color, to Caleb B. Swindell and his wife pony. Eveline Barber, a free
female of color, was apprenticed to Green Bridgman and his wife.
The November 1850 court bound Sally Barber to John L. Martin to learn how to be a seamstress. The
November 1856 court bound Riley Barber, a free male of color 14 years old, the son of Marina Barber,
to William J. Russell to learn how to farm.
3. COVEL/COVIL/COVAL FAMILY

The November 1842 court ordered that Martha Covil, a colored female orphan about five years of age, be
bound as an apprentice tD Benjamin O'Neal to learn the fanning trade. During the following year, at the
May court, James Covel, a male colored orphan, was bound as an apprentice to William O'Neal, also to
learn the farming trade. Richard Covel, a free male of color five years of age, was apprenticed with
Benjamin F. Credle to "learn the art and mystery of a farmer," pursuant to an order. of the August 1844
court. Two years later the August 1846 court ordered Susan Covil, one year old, Jesse Covil, two years old,
and Betsy Covil, eight years old, free persons of color, bound as apprentices to Joseph Pledger to acquire
skills in the farming industry.
The November 1847 court bound Anson Covel, a free male of color about three years old, to Benjamin
O'Neal. Sally Ann Covel was bound by the February 1850 court to C. O'Neal to learn how to become a
house servant. The August 1850 court placed Gabriel Covel as an apprentice with Christopher Gibbs. The
August 1851 court bound John Coval, a free colored male, to John J. Credle until arriving at the age of
twenty-one to learn how to fann.
.
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The February 1853 court rescinded the indentures binding Jesse, Malinda, and Elizabeth Covel to Joseph
Pledger, and placed Malinda Covel with John T. May, and Jesse Covel with Wilson Credle. The court
ordered the sheriff to take Elizabeth Covel out of the possession of Pledger and deliver her to Wilson
Credle and, further, that Pledger produce Susan Covel at the next court and show cause why she should
not be bound to other masters. The court minutes do not give the details, but obviously the terms of the
apprenticeship were not being fulfilled to the court's satisfaction. The May 1853 court minutes provide no
information on the case of Susan Covel.
The November 1853 court formalized some of the rulings of the February 1853 court. The later court bound
Jesse Covel, a free male of color about 17 years old, to Wilson Credle to learn how to farm, Malinda
Covel, a free female of color about 15 years old, to John T. May to learn how to be a seamstress, and
Elizabeth Covel, a free female of color about 12 years old, to Josiah G. Jarvis, also to learn how to be a
seamstress.
The May 1854 court bound James Covel, a free male of color 16 years old, with the support of his mother,
Ann Covel, to Anson Credle as a farming apprentice. The August 1854 court bound Henry Covel, nine
years old, and John Covel, seven years old, free males of color, children of Louisa Covel, to R. W.
Hollowell to learn how to farm. The court bound another child of Louisa Covel, David Covel, to Albin W.
Silverthorn, also to learn farming.
The November 1854 court rescinded the indentures binding James H. Covel and John G. Covel, infant
children of Louisa Covel who had been apprenticed by the May and August 1854 courts, respectively. The
court also rescinded the indenture binding David M. Covel to A. W. Silverthorn.
The November 1854 court took the unusual step of apprenticing a free youth of color to a free adult of color
when it bound Anson Covel, IS-year old son of Ann Covel, to Samuel Collins until he reached the age of
21 to learn how to farm.
The November 1856 court bound Elizabeth Covel, a free female of color 14 years old, to Dorcas Jarvis
to learn the occupation of a seamstress.
The May 1857 court ordered, after full deliberation, the apprenticeships of David Covel, 14 years old, John
Covel, nine years old, Mary Elizabeth Covel, five years old, Sarah Covel, three years old, and Louise
Covel, two months old, all children of Louise Covel, to C. F. Clark to acquire agricultural skills.
The May 1861 cOUlt bound Francis [probably Frances] Covel, a free person of color abut seven years of
age, to Juda M. Owens to learn the occupation of a seamstress. The February 1862 court bound Melissa
and Eliza Covel, free females of color, to Mrs. Ann May to learn to be seamstresses.
4. LONG TOM FAMILY
The May 1841 court ordered Jordan Long Tom, a free male of color, bound as an apprentice to Benjamin
Ballance "to learn the art & mystery of a farmer," The February 1847 court bound Martha Ann Long Tom,
a free female of color about nine years old, to William R. Palmer and Cornelia Palmer, his wife, to acquire
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the skills of a house servant, and John Long Tom, a free male of color about seven years old, to William
R. Palmer to learn how to farm.
The August 1847 court bound Johnny Long Tom, a free male of color four years old, and David Long
Tom, a free male of color five years old, children of Nancy Long Tom, deceased, to Joseph F. Cox to learn
how to farm. The February 1857 court intervened after the death of Cox and reassigned John Long Tom,
then 14 years old, to William S. Cox.

5. COLLINS FAMlLY
The February 1844 court bound Orris Collins, a male colored orphan, to Isaac Sawyer.
Three years later the May 1847 court bound Ann Mariah Collins, a free person of color, to Barzilla White,
wife of Lorenzo D. White, to learn to be a seamstress.
The November 1848 court bound Montgomery Collins and George Franklin Collins, free orphans of
color, to James F. Latham to learn the art of farming, an order that was repeated by the November 1849
court. The May 1851 court apprenticed John Collins, 13 years old, Elizabeth Collins, 11 years old, Mozelle
Collins, nine years old, and Martha Collins, seven years old, all free persons of color, to Erasmus H.
Saunderson.
The May 1854 court bound Alexander Collins, a free male ofcolor about fOUT years old, to B. W. Swindell.
6. OTHER APPRENTICES
The August 1826 court issued rulings on behalf of Levin Powell, a free colored male aged about 15, and
William Powell, a free colored male about 11, binding them to Benjamin Foreman. The May 1837 court
bound Mary Braddock, a free person of color, to Nancy Gibbs.
The May 1840 court placed James Hutson, a male orphan of color, as an apprentice with William Fisher,
and the February 1841 court apprenticed Garson Hudson, a free male of C010f, to him. Possibly, the two
young males were related with the different spellings a result of clerical erraT.

Mary Clark, a free celored female orphan, was bound as an apprentice by the May 1842 court to Thomas"
R. Burrus until she arrived at the age of 18.
On a motion at the August 1843 court John Reid, a colored orphan, was bound as an apprentice to David
C. Cox to learn the farming trade. It is unclear whether this orphan was the Sfulle John Read, identified as
a free person of color about eight years old, bound to William J. Smith by the February 1847 court to learn
the farming business.
The May 1844 court, acting on a motion, ordered that John Easter, a free male of color aged about six:, be
bound as an apprentice to Joshua B. Fortiscue "to learn the art & mystery of a house carpenter." The
August 1846 court bound Eliza Sawyer to Caleb B. Swindell, purpose unstated, and Emanuel (surname
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not given), another free person of color, to Samuel C. Credle until arriving at full age. John Smith, a free
orphan male of color, was bound to Benjamin S. Midyett to acquire farming skills.
The May 1847 court bound Sampson Elks, a free male of color about six years old, to William Brooks to
learn "the art and mystery of a mariner." Later, the May 1860 court bound Elks, then 18 years old, to
Alexander B. Tunnell.
The August 1847 court bound Henry, a free male of color 10 years old, the son of Leroy Hudson, to David
Fisher as a farm apprentice, and Mary Dukes, a free female of color about nine years of age, to Robert
Ensley to acquire seamstress skills.
Marcus Scarborough, a free male of color nine years old, was bound by the May 1848 court to Peter
Gurden as a carpenter apprentice. The court further ordered John Powers, a free male of color born
November 25, 1843, bound to William B. Tooly to learn the trade of a farmer. The May 1851 court
rescinded this later order, refelTing to the apprentice as William John Powers, and, at the request of his
mother, Mary Powers, reassigned him as a miller's apprentice to Daniel L. Burgess.
The May 1849 court bound Edward Morris, a free orphan male of color, to John S. Brooks to acquire the
skills of a carpenter. Joseph Morris, a free male of color six years old, was also bound to Brooks for the
same purpose, as was Richard Simmons, a free male of color three years old.
James Mann came to the attention of the May 1850 court, which bound him to Robert Ballance to learn
how to farm. The following court, in August, apprenticed Aquilla Hudson, a free Negro eight years old, to
Henry W'illiamson. Another member ofthe Morris family received an apprenticeship when the November
1850 court ordered David Morris, a free person of color, bound to Jeremiah R. Selby to acquire farming
skills. The February 1851 court consigned Jeremiah Powers, a free male of color, to Henry Gibbs, also
to learn how to farm.
The May 1852 court bound Eleanor Reid, a colored female, to Zachariah Mason, and Henderson Morris,
a free male of color nine years old, to Albert Cartwright. At the November 1852 court Cartwright
sUlTendered his indentures, and the court named Erasmus H. Saunderson to replace him.
The May 1853 court bound Jasper Braddock, a free male of color about 13 years old, to R. M. G. Moore
to acquire the skills of a blacksmith. The November 1853 court bound Alice Reid, a free female of color
about nine years old, the daughter of Lindy Reid, a free woman of color, to Roger W. Hollowell to learn
the art of a seamstress.
The May 1854 court bound William Reid, a free male of color 14 months old, to R. W. Hollowell to learn
how to farm. The November 1858 court bound an unnamed nine-year old free male of color, to J. R. Selby.
The November 1860 court bound Jeremiah Braddock, a free male of color about six years old, to A. B.
Swindell, and Elizabeth Powers, a free female of color about 14 years old, to Sally M. Gibbs, wife of
Henry Gibbs, to learn how to be a seamstress.
The August 1864 court bound Nancy Reed, a free female of color four years old, to Julia Ann Williams.
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The November 1864 court bound three free persons of color, one named Marian and the other names
appearing to be Gay and Luiza, to Thomas Jennet and his wife Elizabeth.
The February 1865 court bound Mahala and Mary Ann Braddock, free females of color, to Agnes Credle,
wife ofT. G. Credle, and Johnny and Richard Braddock, free males of color, to T. G. Credle. The May
1865 court bound Scott, William, Richard, David, Arthur, and Jonathan to E. H. Saunderson.
D. BEARING ARMS
On a written application of Hugh Jones, the May 1823 court granted that a Negro man named Tom
Blacksmith, the property of said Jones, have the liberty to can)' a gun and hunt upon his master's plantation
at or near the Lake Landing. The court ordered that Blacksmith have a copy of this order, intending that he
carry it with him at all times while bearing a weapon.
The May 1855 court authorized Needham Freeman, a free person of color, to have a license to carry a gun
for one year, after it had been made clear to the court that he was a man of good character. The November
1856 court authorized John Longtom [sic], a free person of color, to caD)' and use a gun for 12 months on
proof of his being of good moral character, which was established.
Shortly after the end of the Civil War, the August 1865 court expressed concern over armed Negroes in the
county with no military organization and appointed D. M. Carter to consult with the Governor of North
Carolina whether the court could prevent the assemblages of arnled Negroes and, further, whether the court
had the authority to instruct the police to disann them.
E. ASSAULT
The August 1844 considered the case of the Negro Spencer, incarcerated on a charge of assault on another
Negro, the property of Eli Smallwood. The assaulted Negro was presumed to have suffered a fatal injury,
but his state of recovery motivated the court to order a doctor's certificate so that a justice of peace could
deal with the case agreeable to law.
F. ROADWORK
During the antebellum and Civil War years the county routinely appointed overseers t6 tend local roads. The
courts, generally, assigned hands living on specific roads, which nonnally meant slaves, but, on occasion,
they utilized more specific language.
The November 1847 court assigned "the hands of David Carter belonging to and working on the farm
called the Brickhouse Plantation" to the public road leading from the bridge near Leath's Fork to Deep
Creek. The court continued by assigning 10 of the hands belonging to John R. Donnell and all of the hands
belonging to David Carter on his North Lake Plantation to the road beginning at the three-mile post near
Jewel's Creek and running to the lake [Mattamuskeet].
The February 1848 court assigned 10 hands belonging to John R. Donnell, two hands belonging to Samuel
Topping, living on the Hollowell Plantation, and five hands of Eli Smallwood to the road from the Swan
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Quarter Road to one mile down the Turnpike Road. Furthermore, the court assigned the hands belonging
to David Carter at his Jordan Plantation in Currituck to the road from the east side of Great Bridge Creek
to the fork of a private road belonging to Jones Cox.
The August 1848 court exempted Henry and Jack, the property of Washington Gibbs, from working on
the public road. The February 1850 court assigned all the hands belonging to William Swindell to the road
leading from the fork at Daniel Shaw's.
The February 1851 court assigned four of the hands belonging to John B. Smith to maintain the road from
Smith Creek to Leath's Fork, and repeated the order the following February. The court further assigned four
of the hands of John E. Fortiscue and the hands of David Carter working on the Jordan Plantation to the
road from R. M. G. Moore's private road to Great Creek Bridge.
Pursuant to an order of the February 1852 court, all of the hands living at the New Lands (Fairfield area)
worked on the road from Thomas Mann's west line to the Alligator River and to the school house at Albert
Cartwright's line. The May 1852 court allocated two of the hands of William O'Neal, one of the hands
of Dameron P. O'Neal, two of the hands of Francis M. Burgess and John Collins, the latter living and
working on the road leading from Donnelly Fork to Montgomery, to the road leading from Brickhouse Fork
to Broad Creek, including the new district of road leading from the main road at E. O'Neal's through the
swamp to Broad Creek (now Scranton Creek).
The February 1858 court assigned to the main road at David Spencer's through the Papin Road all of the
hands living on the road plus three ofthe hands of Peters P. Spencer, three ofE. H. Saunderson's, three
of H. S. Gibbs', two of Noah Sadler's, and two of John J. Fulford's. The court continued with road
assignments, placing on the roads in distlict number two - some time previously the county had consolidated
roads into districts - the hands of Daniel G. Credle and two each of the hands of William H. Fortescue,
John E. Fortescue, and Lewis P. Fortescue.
The courts continued to assign slaves to road duty even after the start of the Civil War. The August 1862
court rescinded the order assigning eight of the hands of D. D. Simmons to work on the district of road
extending from Rose Bay Bridge to within one mile of the lake on the Old Turnpike Road. In tum, the court
allocated one of the hands of Henry W. Credle, one of the hands of James Simmons, two of the hands of
Joseph Swindell, one of the hands of Joseph C. Tunnell, and three of the hands of David M. Carter to
said road.
The August 1865 court assigned all the free Negroes living on the North Lake Farm of E. H. Saunderson
and all hands subject to the road living on the farm of John R. Donnell to work on the main road leading
from the lake to the fork at A. B. Swindell's. (This order probably concerned the emancipated slaves that
continued to live on the John R. Donnell's land after the end of the Civil War.)
G. FEAR OF SLAVB INSURRECTION
After the Nat Turner Rebellion in Virginia in 1831, the South lived in fear of slave uprisings. Throughout
the period under review, the Hyde courts had appointed patrollers to oversee their respective districts and
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shifts in population concentration that resulted in the changing of the county seat three times dming a 50
year span. The public school system came into being in the antebellum years, and the road system began a
move from private hands to the public domain during the same era. All the while, the country marched
inexorably to the Civil War, and the court records of the time yield an audit trail of slave revolt, runaways,
and a plethora of information on "free persons of color," as free African-Americans were called in the
language of the day.
A review of the court minutes and other available sources reveals much about the development of the
county's public buildings. Nevertheless, some mystery remains, most notably the construction date of the
current courthouse in Swan Quarter. Perhaps this riddle will be solved going forward, as we research the
public buildings in the years since 1865.
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