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 Gifted and Talented 

Programs 

Contact Information 

Dr. Andrea Hale 
AART Teacher Lead 

andrea.hale@mnps.org 

 

Dr. Gina Smallwood 

Coordinator of Gifted and  

Talented 

gina.smallwood@mnps.org 

 

Dr. Matthew Nelson 

Director of Advanced  

Academics 

matthew.nelson@mnps.org 

 

Email questions to: 

encorequestions@mnps.org 

 

 

Common Characteristics of  

Gifted & Talented Individuals 

 Rapid learner 

 Excellent memory 

 Unusually large vocabulary and  
      complex sentence structure for age 

 Enjoys solving problems 

 Highly sensitive 

 Thinking is abstract, complex,  
       logical, and insightful 

 Idealism and sense of justice at early 
       age 

 Preoccupied with own thoughts 

 Asks probing questions 

 Wide range of interests (or extreme  
      focus in one area) 

 Highly developed curiosity 

 Keen and/or unusual sense of humor 

 Desire to organize people/things  
       through games or complex schemas 

 Impatience with repetitive tasks  
https://www.nagc.org/resources-
publications/resources/my-child-gifted/
common-characteristics-gifted-individuals  

 

 

 
www.mnps.org/gifted-and-

talented 

 

https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources/my-child-gifted/common-characteristics-gifted-individuals
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources/my-child-gifted/common-characteristics-gifted-individuals
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources/my-child-gifted/common-characteristics-gifted-individuals


MNPS  

Gif ted and Talented  

Programs 

MNPS values the intellectual, crea-

tive, emotional, & social needs of a 

diverse population of academically 

gifted  talented students through the 

engagement of a  

rigorous interdisciplinary  

curriculum. 

 

The MNPS Encore Program 

offers instructional  

experiences designed  

specifically for intellectually gifted 

and academically talented  

learners. 

 

The curriculum is engaging,  

interactive, and problem-based with a 

focus on developing  

students' critical and creative think-

ing abilities. Instruction is  

interdisciplinary and aligned with 

Tennessee content standards. Encore 

classes are designed to supplement 

the curriculum being taught in the 

general education classroom 

Ident i f icat ion for  Encore 

services:  

  Pre-K students who are 4 -

years-old:   Emai l  Encore-

quest ions@mnps.org to   

    obta in more information.  

 

  Students in grades K -2 are 

referred for  screening in  the 

Spr ing of  each school  year .  

They are  screened using the  

    Nagi ler i  Nonverbal  Abi l i ty  

    Test® (NNAT3) .  

 

  Students in grades 3 -7  are 

referred for  screening in  the 

Fal l  of  each school  year .  

They are  screened using the 

Cogni t ive  Abi l i t ies Test ™ 

(CogAT®) .  

  

Young Scholars   

of  Nashvi l le  

Young Scholars  of  Nashvi l le 

(YSN)  is  a ta lent  development  

program. The goal  of  YSN is  to 

ident i fy and nurture  

advanced academic potent ial  

in  K-8  students,  especia l ly stu-

dents f rom t radi t ional ly  

underrepresented populat ions.   

Students are ident i f ied 

through a  ta lent  pool  process 

using local  norms,  achieve-

ment,  and observat ions .  

Facts 

  Gif ted  & Talented c lasses are  

avai lab le  at  every  MNPS ele-

mentary & middle  school .  

  Adv anced Academics  

Resource Teachers  (AART s)  

are  specia l ized in  g i f ted  & 

ta lented  

    educat ion.  They teach  

    Encore and Young  

    Scholars  of  Nashv i l le    

   (YSN)  c lasses.  

 

  Gif ted  & ta lented students  

study in terd iscip l inary uni ts  

that  are  inquiry -based,  pro-

mote cr i t ica l  and creat ive  

th inking,  as  wel l  as  problem 

solv ing w i th  depth  and  

    complex i ty.  

     

  Pre-K Encore and/or  Talent  

Development  c lasses are  

avai lab le  at  Dav is ,  Casa  

    Azaf ran,  Ross,  and  

    Cambridge Ear ly  

    Learn ing Centers  and  

    Robertson Academy.  

 

  Students must  be ident i f ied  

as in te l lectual ly g i f t ed  or  ac-

ademical ly ta lented  in          

order  to  qual i f y for  Encore.  

 

 


